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THE WEST PORT MURDERS. 



We have heard a great deal of late concerning " the march 
of intellect? for which the present age is supposed to be dis- 
tinguished ; and the phrase has been rung in our ears till it 
has nauseated us by its repetition, and become almost a pro- 
verbial expression of derision. But we fear that, with aU its 
pretended illumination, the present sge must be characterized 
by some deeper and fouler blots than have attached to any 
that preceded it ; and that if it has brighter spots, it has also 
darker shades and more appalling obscurations. It faas, in 
fact, nooks and comers where every thing that is evil seems 
to be concentrated and condensed ; dens and holes to which 
th6 Genius of Iniquity has fled, and become envenomed with 
newer and more malignant inspirations. Thus the march 
of crime has ftr outstripped '* the march of mtirflect,'" and 
attained a monstrous, a colossal development. The know- 
ledge of good and evil would seem to have imparted a fearful 
impulse to the latter principle ; to have quickened, vivified^ 
and expanded it into an awful and unprecedented magnitude. 
Hence old crimes have become new by being attended with \ 
unknown and unheard-of concomitants ; and atrocities never 
dreamt of or imagined before have sprung up amongst us to 
cover us with confusion and dismay. No one who reads the fol- 
lowing report of the regular system of murder, which seems to 
have been organised in Edinburgh, can doubt that it is 
almost wholly without example in any age or country. Mur- 
der is no novel crime 5 it has been done in the olden lime 
as well as now; but murder perpetrated in such a man- . 
ner, upon such a system, with such an object or intent, and 
accompanied by such accessory circumstances, was never, we 
believe, heard of before, and, taken altogether, utterly tran- 
scends and beggars every thing in the shape of tragedy to be 
found iii poetry oi^ romance. Even Mrs. Badcliffe, with all 
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her talentfor imagiiiii\g and depicting the horrible, has not been 
able to invent or poiirtray scenes at all to be compared, in 
point of deep tragical interest, with the dreadful realities of 
the den in the West Port. To show this, we shall endeavour 
to exhibit a faint sketch of the more prominent circumstances 
attending the murder of the^woman Campbell or Docherty, as 
proved in evidence at the trial. 

In the morning of a certain day in October last (the 31st) 
Burke chances to enter the shop of a grocer, called Rymer ; 
and there he sees a poor beggar woman asking charity. He ac- 
costs her, and the brogue instantly reveals their common 
country. The poor old woman's heart warms to her country- 
man, and she tells him that her name is Docherty, and that 
she has come from Ireland in search of her son. Burke, on the 
other hand, improves the acquaintance, by pretending that his 
raother^s name* was rfso Docherty, and that he has a wondrous 
^affection for all who bear the same euphonous and revB?ed 
nam^. The old woman is perfectly charmed with her good 
fortune in meeting Such a^end in such a countryman, and her 
heart perfiectfy overflows with delight. Burkie, again, seeing 
that he has so far gained hi^ object, follows up his professions 
of regard by inviting Mrs. Docherty to go with him to his 
house, at the same time offering her an asylum there. The 
poor beggar woman accepts the fatal invitation, and accom- 
panies Burke to that dreadful den, the scene of many previous 
murders, whence she is destined never to return. Here the 
ineffable ruffian treats her to her breakfast, and as her gmti- 
tude rises, his apparent attention and kindness increase. This 
done, however, he goes in search of his associate and accom- 
plice Hare, whom he informs that he has ** got a shot in the 
house,*" and invites to come over at a certain time and hour 
specified ** to see it done.*^ Betwixt eleven and twielve o^cIock 
at night is fixed iiponHby these execrable miscreants for destroy- 
ing the unhappy victim whom Burke had previously seduced 
into the den of murder and death ; and then Burke proceeds 
te make the necessary arrangements for the commission of the 
crime. Gra^ and his wife, lodgers in Burke's house, and 
whom the murderers did not think it proper or sarffe to entrust 
with the secret, are removed for that night alone : anodier 
bed is procured for diem, and paid for, or offered to be paid 
for, by Burke. By and by the murderers congregate, and 
females, cognisant of thdr past deeds, as well as of the crimen 
which was to be perpetrated, mingle with them in this horrid 
meeting. Spirituotte liquor is procured and administered to 
ihe intended victim; they all drink more or less deejdy^ 
fioiftids of mirth and revelry are heefd echoing from this mi-.^ 
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BiaittrepandBsmcmiiim ; and a dance, in wUdi they all, inciiid^ 
ing tbe beggar woman, join, completes these infernal orgies* 
This is kept up for a considerable while, and is the immediate 
precursor of a deed which blurs .the eye of day, and throws a 
ideeper and darker shade around the dusky brow of night. 

At length the time for " doing it" arrives. Burke and 
Hare got up a sham fight, to. produce a iioise of brawling 
and quarrellii^, common enough in their horrid abode f and 
when this has been continued loQg enough as they think, Burke 
isuddenly springs like a hungry tiger on his victim, whom o^e 
of his accomplices had, as if bj accident, thrown down, — dingi^ 
the whole weight of his body upon her breast, — grapples ter 
by the throat, — and strangles her outright Ten minutes or a 
c[uarter of an hour dapse while this murderous operation is go- 
mg on, and ere it is completed ; during the whole of which time 
Hare, by his own confession in the witness-box, sat upon the 
front of the bed, a cool spectator of the murder, without raisw" 
ing a cry or stretching out a hand to help the unhappy wretch 
thus hurried into eternity by his associate fiend Biu-ke. As 
to the women (Helen M'Dougal, Burke'ls helpmate, and the 
wife of the miscreant Hare) they seem to have retreated into 
a passage closed in by an outer door, '* when they saw him 
(Burke) on the top of her'' (Docherty), and to haye remained 
there while he was perpetrating the murder ; without, how- 
ever, uttering a single sound or doing a single act, calculated 
to interrupt the murderer in his work of blood, or to procure 
a8sista^.ce to the dying victim. These she-devils were familiar * 
with the workofde^th; and one of them, the wife of Hare, 
ecmfessed it in the witness-box. She had seen, she said, such 
" tricks'^ before. 

No language can add to the impression which these facts 
are calculated to produce. . The succeeding events, however, 
are not less picturesquely horrifying. The murder was com..' 
mitted at eleven o'clock, and in an hour after, or at twelve,- 
Burke fetches Paterson, the aissisfcant or servant of a teacher of' 
Anatomy in Edinburgh, to whom he was in the habit of selling 
the bodies of his victiips, to the spot — ^the murdered body being 
by this time ^^juffed under the bed and covered with straw; 
and, pointing to that truly dreadful place, tells him that he ' 
has got a subject for him there, which will be ready for him 
in ifo morning. The demons then ^qipear to have recreated 
themselves with freah dozes of liquor ; and about four or five 
in the morning, the two women already mentioned, with a fel- 
low of the name of Broggan who had joiped the party, after 
the deed was done, — ^laid down in the bed, beneath which thc^^ ■ 
snurdared body of Docherty, not yet cold in death, had been ; 
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cnmnied^ and went to sleep, sonxe of them at least, as eooUy 
as if nothing of the kind had occurred. When daylight ire- 
tamed, the tea-box, so often mentioned in the course of the 
trial, was procured, and th& slaughtered body crammed into it, 
and sent off by die porter M^GuJloch, to Surgeons' Square-v 
after which Burke and his accomplice Hareset off for Newing- 
ton to obtain the whole or part of the price of die subject they 
had procured by murder, and actually got Jme pounds, being 
one-half of the price agreed upon. * 

* The followiiiff narration has been taken down from the lips of the 
officer who apprenciidcd Burke and his accomplices : — 

" On Friday, Ihe 31st of October, a little elderly woman was seen 
^e^[giug about the West Port: die entered the shop of Mr. Bymer, 
adjacent to Burke's house, for this purpose, when JBurke was there 
purchasing whisky. *He seems to nave immediately fixed upon hei^ 
as a fit subject for his atrocious pu^oses, and endeavoured to decoy 
her into his power. He asked her name, and what part of Irelimd 
she came from,* and upon receiving her answers, rq>lied that he was 
from the same place, and that she must be a relation of his mother^ whose 
name was Docnerty. He then promised to give her breakfast, and they 
leflrthe shop together, and were seen fo enter Burke's house. She was 
afterwardis seen in the house at different times during the day ; and two 
lodgers, Gray and his wife, were sent to Hare's house to make room fov 
her, under the pretence that she was a friend from Ireland. They wero 
afterwards seen making merry, drinking and dancing in company with 
Hai'e and his wife, first in the house of Ann Connaway, and afterwards 
' in Burke*s. During the night, a great noise of quarrelling and cries of 
murder were heaad m Burke's house; but tibe neighbours, knowiag. that 
two men and three women were in <Ji^ house, and having frequently^ 
heard similar uproars, did not think much of it, nor interfere. One of 
them, however, had the curiosity to look through the key-hole, when he 
saw M'Dougal holding a bottle to the mouth of Campbell, swearing at 
her for not drinking, and pouring the .whisky into her mouth. Then all 
was quiet for a little. Shortly after, the noise again commenced, which 
was ap,in succeeded by silence. At this time, that is, between 11 and 12 
o'clocK, it is presumed the horrid deed was perpetrated. 

'" fii the morning, M'Dougal, who passed for Burke's wife, accounted 
for the absence of Campbell, or *the little old woman' as they called her, 
as well a^ for the noise, by saying that she had, during the night, made 
too free witli her husband, Burke, and that she had kicked her out of 
the house : and this seems to have allayed any suspicions. In the morn- 
ing, the lodgers Gray and his wife returned to Burke's; but upon 
Mrs. Gray attempting to search about the bed, and the straw under it 
for some articles she had left, she was ordered by Burke with an oath, 
. * to keep out from them.' Burke .afterwards left the house, desiring 
Broggan a carter who was there to sit on a chair close to the straw untu 
he returned. Broggan, however, followed him in a short time, and Mac- 
Dougal who appeared to be in liqnoc, started up from the bed addng for 
her hui^ud, and afterwards quitted the house, leaving Gray and his wife ' 
sittii^iu it. Mrs. Gray then commenced searching for her child's stock* 
iat;s and cleaning the house, and from the suspicions which had been excit- . 
ed by Burke's conduct, she examined the straw and found the murdered 
body, which her husband pulled out, and which they immediatdy reoog- 
u^ed to be that of CampbelL On going up the stair, they were met by . 
M*I)oiigel, wHom Gray informed of the Dody beii;^ found. She af* 
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Siich i& a^ impeifed and feeble oulSne of t^fiicts x)f tiiis 
case, in the coiprse of wt^ch was difidosed the, honid aiul ifi- 
piling facl^ that, in certain holes and dens, both m the be»l 
and in the outskirts ,of this city, ranrder had beeft leduced in* 
to a system, with the view of obtainii^ moi«y for the bodies 
murdered ; aod that it was-perpetrated in the manner least likely 
to leave impressed upon tbas body any. evident ocdecifflye marb 
of violence, beijig invariably committedi by meam q£ 'suffiiea^ 
tion or strangling, during partial or total intoxicatimi; The 
public is therefore to cdnsider the present as only one out of 
many instances of a similar nature which have dccuxred* 

fected to pass it off as if the woman had died in consequence of a 
drunken frolic, and attempted to bribe them into silence b^ offering 
them the ominous sum of ten pounds. She invited Gray and bis wife i4 
take a dram in a neighbouring publio-fiouse, where she, suong with Hare^^ 
wife, hurriedly left them, and upon their return to the house, ip tw0 
or three minutes, they called the people next door to come in, as thev 
wished to show them something; but upon examination the bo^ was 
gone. They immediately lodged information at the {loJiee office, and a 
party of policemen w^re sent, but not^dthsteuding th^ most di%eii| 
search that could be made, the body could not be found, nor the parties 
implicated. At this time a servant girl who lived hear iniormed 
them that *^e had seen Burke and his wife. Hare and his wife, and thi 
porter M'Cullociv gfoing up the stair, the porter carrying af tea^^^ox wittt 
the top stuffed with straw; and that she laid her hand ujpon it and fbua4 
it soft Upon the return of the policemen, sometime afterwards, Burke 
came in, it is supposed to get some things previous to 'escaping. He 
was pointed out by Gray, and immediately seized. H^ seemed to-' wish 
to lausfh it off, under the pretence that it was the lodgers who wished 
to do him an ill turn, saying that he defied all Scotland to charge hini 
with any thing wrong, Mrs. Burke then came in, CTying that she hear4 
the police were after her husband about the old woman, but that it was 
aU. a drunken spree, and used a great many capers and dry laughs, f^i 
was also immediately taken into custody, and both were conveyed to th4 
police office. -; 

" There was still no tidings of the body, when it was suggested that th^ 
dissecting rooms should be searched ; and Lieutenant Paterson and Ser* 
jeant-major Fisher went on Sunday morning for that purpose. They were 
informed by Paterson, Dr. Knox's man, that they had' otity received on^ 
body, which was shown them, but from their not having seen Cam^eli 
they could not identify it. Gray and his wife were sent for, who soon 
recognised it, and after procuring a warrant it was conveyed to the police 
office. 

'^ Early on Sabbath morning instatictiens wtt^e received to ^prehend 
Hare and his wife, and a party proceeded to hiaSftuse about eight o'clock^ 
and w^re informed that they were both in the house and in bed. Upon 
informing them that Captain Stewart wished to speak with themiipon the 
subject of the body that had beeiji found in Burke's, Mrs. Hare, laughinff; 
said, thl^ tile Captain and the police had ^ur^ly v^ry little to do now to look 
after a drunlcen spree like this, repeatedly jeering and ksi^hing. Hare 
then said to her that he was at Burke's and had a dram or; two^^and likely 
they might be attaching some blame to them, but he did not' care for 
Captain Stewart, and they had better rise and* see what he Imd to say.—i 
They were both conveyed to the police office, and tmnwdiateljr (6^i|^ ill 
separate cells." 
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Harems wife admitted tbat she Iiad uritnessed many ^^ tricks^ of 
the same kind; and Hare fanaself, when undergoing the 
searching cross-examination of Mr. Cockbum — a cross-exami- 
nation such as was never before exemplified in any Court of 
Justice — durst not deny that he had been concerned in other 
murders besides that of Docherty ;— that a murder had been 
committed in his own house in the month of October last ;-^ 
that he himself was a murders, and his hands steeped in 
blood and slaughter : we say he durst not deny it, and only 
took refuge in "declining to answer^ the questions put to 
him ; which the Ck)urt of course apprised him he was entitled 
to do in regard to questions that went to criminate himself so 
deeply, and but for which caution we have little doubt that he 
would have confessed not merely accession, but a principal 
share in several murders. In fact, this " squalid wretch,**' as 
Mr. Cockbum so picturesquely called him, from the hue and 
look of the carrion-crow in the witness-box, was disposed to be 
extremely communicative, and s^parently had no idea that any 
thing he had stated was at all remarkable or extraordinaiy. 
Daft Jamie was murdered in this miscreant's house, and he 
has mentioned some circumstances connected with the destruc- 
tion of this poor innocent, cakulated to form a Hwitable pendani 
to the description we hav^ akeady given of the murder oi 
Docherty. Jamie was enticed into Hare's house by Burke, 
the usual decoy-duck in this tr^c of blood (the appearance 
of Hare himself being so inexpressibly hideous that it would 
have scared even this moping idiot,) and he was plied with li- 
quor for a considerable time. At first he refused to imbibe 
a single drop ; but by dint of coaxing and perseverance, they 
at last induced him to take a little ; mid after he once took 
a little, they found almost no difficulty in inducing him to 
take more. At length, however, he became overpowered, and 
laying himself down on the floor, fell asleep. Burke, who 
was anxiously watching his opportunity, then said to Hare, 
*' Shall I do it now ?^ to which Hare replied, " He is 
too strong for you yet; you had better let him alone a 
while."". Both the rumans seem to have been afraid of the 
physical strength which they knew the poor creature possess- 
ed, and of the use he would make of it, if prematurely r^sed. 
Burke, accordingly, waited a little, but getting impatient to 
accomplish his object, he suddenly threw himself upon Jamie, 
and attempted to strangle him. This roused the poof crea- 
ture, and, muddled as he was with liquor and sleep, he threw 
Burke off and got to his feet, when a desperate struggle 
ensued. Jamie fought with the united frenzy of madness and 
de^air, and Burke was x about to be overpowered, when he . 
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called out fttriously to Hare to assist hhn. This Har^ did 
hy tripping up Jamie's heels ; after which both the ruffians 
got upon Km, and, at length, though not even then without 
the greatest difficulty, succeeded in strangling him. 

And all this has happened and has been carried on in a 

^ Christian country, and in the MetropoHs of Scotland, without a 
breath of suspicion having been excited. as to the existence of 
such hellish atrocities, till Gray lodged information at the Po- 
lice Office of the murder of the woman Campbell or Docherty. 
It was said at the trial, that the public mind had been excited 
and inflamed on the subject to a degree wholly unprecedented; 
but how is it conceivable or possible that even the lightest whis- 
per of such infernal deeds — of an organised system of murder 
*--could find its way to the public, without producing this ex- 
citement, without kindliiig up every feeling of horror and in- 
dignation which the darkest and most unheard of atrocities 
could possibly rouse in virtuous and untainted minds ? This 
was a natural result of a great and unparalleled crime, or 
rather system of crimes ; it was a result which no power or in- 
fluence could prevent ; it was a result which, even if it had 
been possible, ought not to have been prevented. But as 
Ais excitement existed — as it had more or less pervaded every 
mind — and as it might eventually, if not controlled, have 
interfered with and afiected the administration of stem 
justice, it was ri^t, nay it was necessary, both for the sake of 
public justice and also for the satisfaction of the country, 

^ that the prisoners should be ably and powerfully defend- 
ed. Undfflrthis conviction, the head of the Bar of Scot- 
land, in coigunction with some otjier of its brightest orna- 
ments, came forward to offer their gratuitous services on the 
Ofx^asion; and certainly never was there a defence in any 
case conducted with more consummate ability — ^never per- 
haps was there a trial in which higher talent, greater expe- 
rience, or more q)lendid and overmastering eloquence i^fere 
^splayed. And we rejoice that such has been the C&se. 
Conduct like this reflects eternal honour on the Bar ; becatise 
there are instances in which it may throw a shield around 
innocence; while, in every' case, itjj| calculated to pre- 
serve the course of justice pure ani^Mmdefiled, as well to 
give adifitional satisfaction to the country, to create addition- 
al confidence in the purity of the law, and to beget a strong- 
er feeling erf security in the protection which it adffords. The 
most atrocious crimes are precisely those which ought to be 
most cautiously and fully investigated; ^here prejudice of 
all sorts ought to be most anxiously excluckd or counteracted; 
vher* every &eility m the power of the Court to give, ough^ 
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to be alK^d^ 16 the prisoner, both in preparing for Iiia defence 
and on his trial ; where the rules of evidence ought to be most 
•trictly adhered to, in so far as regards either the admissibility 
or credibility of testimony ; where the accused should have the 
fullest benefit of every presumption in his favom?; and where 
his defence, ought if possible, to be conducted with the great- 
est legal ability. Now Burke had all these advantages. The 
Court, in the exercise of the discretion with which it is entrust- 
ed, adjudged the trial of the prisoner to proceed upon only one 
of three separate acts of murder chained against him in the 
indictment; while the splendid array of Counsel, who vo- 
luntarily and .gratuitously undertook the conduct of his de- 
fence, exerted their whole skill, talents, and eloquence, in 
his behalf. And we repeat that we rejoice at this ; for, as 
was well observed by the Lord Advociate in addressing the 
Jury for the Crown upon the evidence which had been led, 
if the prisoner had any good defence, it was thus sure to 
have ampl^ justice done to it ; and if a conviction was ob-^ 
tained, it would be more satbfactory to the country, and in« 
finitely more important to the purity and efficacy of the law. 

In these circumstances, however, a conviction has been 
obtained against the pannel Burke — the prime murderer 
— the immediate and direct agent by whom the crime 
charged was committed*--tbe ^ent also, we firmly believe, 
by whom not three but thirteen persons were slaughtered,, 
vith the intent of excambing their murdered bodies fi^r 
gold; this monster, we say, has been convicted, and ad* 
judged to sufi^OT the highest punishment of the law: and, 
with a sort of poetical justice, he who made subjects of 
ethers, is to be made a subject himself, and he now knows 
that his vile carcass, when the hangman is done with it, 
will be subjected to the same process with the bodies of his 
murdered victims. The idea of hanging him in chains would 
have been out of all keeping with his crime ; and hence, 
though once entertained, it was most properly and judiciously 
abandoned. But the conviction of Burke alone will not satisfy 
either the law or the country. The unanimous voice of so- 
ciety in regard to Hjm is, Delendus est ; that is to say, if 
there be evidence to Rivict him, as we should hope there is.< 
He has been an accessory before or after the feet in nearly 
all of these murders ; in the case of poor Jamie he was un^ 
questionably a principal ; and his evidence on Wednesday 
only protects him from being called tort account for the murd^ 
Cf.Docherty. We trust, therefore, that the Lord Advociate, 
-vfho has so ably and zeabusly perfi^nned his duty to the 
QDiintry upon this occasion, will \mxxg tbe << squalid wretch^ 
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to trbi, aad take evety otker ineaas in his power to haT« 
these atrooitiies probed and sifted to the bottom. 



Teial of "William Burke and Helen M'Doo^ai.. 

No trial in the memory of any man living has excited so deep, 
universal, and, we may almost add, appalling an interest as 
that of William Burke and his female associate, Helen 
M^DouGAL, which took place on Wednesday, 24th December, 
1828. By the statements which from time to time appeared 
in the newspapers, public feeling had been i^orked up to jthe 
highest pitch of excitement, and the case, in so far as the 
miserable pannels were concerned, to a certain extent preju^ 
diced by the natural abhorrence which the account of a new 
and unparidleled crime was calculated to excite. This, how- 
ever, is an evil inseparable from the freedom, activity, and 
enterprise of the press, which is i^ecessarily compelled to ^ 
lay hold of the events of the passing hour, more especially 
when these are of an extraordinary or unprecedented kind : 
Sut it was more than atoned for by many countervaiUi^ advan^ 
tages of the greatest moment to the interests of the community; 
and, besides, ti^ are satisfied that^any prejudice or prepossesr 
sion thus created, was anxiously and effectually excluded from 
the minds of the jury, by whom this singular case was tried, and 
that they w^e swayed by no consideration except a stem re- 
gard to the sanction of their oaths, the purity of justice, and 
the import of the evidence laid before them. At the same 
time, it was not so much to the accounts published in the news- 
papers, which merely embodied and gave greater currency to 
the statements circulating in society, as to the extraordinary, 
nay, unparalleled circumstances of the case, that the strong 
excitement of the public mind ought to be ascribed. These were 
wi(][iout any precedent in the records of our criminal practice, 
and, in fact, amounted to the realization of a nursery tale.' The. 
recent deplorable increasejof crime has made us familiar with 
liberal new atrocities, "j^rinftfeig is now, it seems, rendereS 
raSsidiary to the commissioir^FK|^|^bings, and attempts 
at assassination, are matters of ^^oPI^W'y ^7 occurrence : 
and murder has grown so fitmiliar Sl^R^^at it has almost 
eeased to be viewed with that instinctive and inexpressible 
Aread which the commission of. the greatest crime against the 
laws of God and society used to excite. But the present was - 
the first instance of murder alleged to have been perpetrated 
with the aforethought purpose and intent of selling the mur- 
dered bodyas a subject for dissection to anatoPiists : it was a 
new i^ecies of assassination, or murder for ^pM i^ ^^ such, 

€ 
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no less than from the general horror felt by the people of* thd* 
country at the process, from ministering to which rfie nrar^ 
derers expected their reward, it was certainly calculated to 
make a deep impression on the public mind, and to awaken 
feelings of strong and appalling interest in the issue of the trial. 

Of the extent of the impression thus produced, and the 
feelings thus awakened, it was easy to judge ^m what was 
every where observable on Monday and Tuesday. The ap- 
proaching trial formed the universal topic of conversation^ 
and all sorts of speculations and conjectures were afloat tis to 
the circumstances likely to be disclosed in the course of it, and 
the various results to which it would eventually lead. As the 
day drew near, the interest deepened ; and it was easy to see 
that the common people shared strongly in the general excite^ 
ment. The coming trial, they expected; was to disclose some- 
thing which they had often dreamed of, or imagined, or heard 
recounted around an evening'^s fire, like a tale of horror, or a 
raw-head-and-bloody-bones story, but which they never, in their 
sober judgment, either feared or believed to be possible ; and 
hence, they looked forward to it with corresponding but inde- 
scribable emotions. In short, all classes participated more or 
less in a common feeling respecting the case of* this unhappy 
man and his associate ; all expected fearful disclosures ; none, 
we are convinced, wished for any thing but justice. 

As it was morally certain that a vast crowd would be as- 
sembled early on Wednesday, arrangements were made on 
♦Tuesday, under the immediate superintendence of Mr. She- 
riff Duff, for the admission of jurymen by the door wTiidli con-^ 
nects the Signet Library with the Outer House, and also for 
the accommodation of the individuals connected with the ptib-^ 
lie press. One half of the Court, the narrow dimensions of 
^ich have been often complained o^ and in feet were neve* 
more seriously felt, was, as usual on such occasions, reserved 
for the members of the Faculty and the Writers to the Signet 
in their gowns. - 

So early as seten o'*clock in llie mbnring of Wednesdays ^ 
considerable crowd J^||yp5eml)led in the Parliament Square, 
and around the doolH^Ke Court ; and numerous applications 
for admission were made to the different subordinate function- 
aries, but in vain. The regulations previously agreed upon 
were most rigorously observed ; while a large body of pofice, 
which was in attendance, maintained the utmost order, and 
kept the avenues to the Court unobstructed. The individuals 
connected with the press were conducted to the seats provided 
for them a Utde-b^ore eight o'clock ; the metnb^rs of the Fa- 
culty and ^^^6i^Jk)ciety of Writers to the Signet wei^ ad- 
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i»i^t^ precisely iat nine ; iand thus, with the jurymen impau-- 
i^^ed, and il few iudividufds who had obtaii^ the eniree in 
virtue of orders from the Judges, the Court became at once 
OTowded in eyeiy part. 

About twenty minutes before ten o'*clock, the prison^s, 
William Burke and Helen M'Dougal, were placed at the bar. 
The mde prisoner, as his name in&cates, is a native of Ire- 
land. He is a man rather below the middle si»e, but stoutly 
made, and of a determined, though not peculiarly sinister ex- 
pression of countenance. The contonr of his countenance, as 
well as his features, are decidedly Milesian. His fece is round, 
with high cheek bones, grey eyes, a good deal sunk in the 
head^ a short snubbish nose, and a round dbin, but altogether 
rfa small cast. His hair and whiskers, which are of a light 
sandy colour, comport well with the make of the head, and 
with the complexion .w|i^ is nearly of the same hue. He 
w^s dressed in a sh^l^^^^lue surtout, buttoned close to the 
throat, a striped M^^^ waistcoat, and dark-coloured small 
clothes, an4 h^ J|Pli the whole, what is called in this country 
a waiigh i$m\it m^ a ferocious appearance ; though there is 
a hardnei^ aboipi^e features, mixed with an expression in 
the ggijr twinkling eyes, far from inviting. The female pri- 
sane^ik fully 0f^e niiddle size, but thin and spare ip^de, 
though evidently of large bone. Her features are long, and 
by no me^s disagreeaHe, — a pair of large, full, black eyds, 
in^parting to theni even something of interest and expressive- 
ness ; but the upper half of her face is out of propor- 
tion to the lower. She was miserably dressed in a small stone- 
coloured silk bonnet, very much the worse for the we*r, a printed 
cotton shawl, .and a cotton gown. She stoops considerably in 
her gait, and has nothing peculiar in her appearance, except 
the ordinary look of extreme penury and misery, common ^ 
unfortunate females of the same degraded class. Both pri- 
soners, especially Burke, entered the Court without any visible 
s^ns of perturbation, and both seemed to attend very closely 
to the proceedings which soon after commenced. 

The Court met at precisely a quarter aast ten o'clock. The 
Judges present were, the Right Honourable the Lord Justice 
Clerk, and Lords PitmiUy, Meadowbank, and Mackenzie. 
Their Lordships having taken their seats, and the instance 
Imving been called, 

Therliord Justice Clerk said — William Burke, and Helen 
M^Dougal^ pay attention to the indictment that is now to be 
^ead gainst you. 

• , Mr. Pajtridt Robertson. — I object to the reading of the in- 
cUctment It contains charges which I hope td be able to show 
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your Lordships are incompetent, and die reading of tlie whole 
of the libel must tend materially to prejudice the prisoniers 
at the bar. 

The Lord Justice Clerk. — I am unaccustomed to this mode 
of procedure. It depends upon the Coiurt whether the in- 
dictmeht shall be read or not. 

Mr. Patrick Robertson. — Certainly, my Lord ; but I under- 
stand it is not necessary to rea;d the indictment ; and we object 
to ks being done on th6 present occasion. 

Lord Justice Clerk. — ^We have found but little advantage to 
remit firom the practice recently introduced of not reading the 
indictment. It has rendered Constant explanations neces* 
sary, and consumes more time the one way than the other. 

Mr.^Cockbum. — ^We object to the indictment being read, 
because it is calculated to prejudice the prisoner. Our state- 
ment is, that it contains charges, the reading of which cannot 
fail to operate against him, and that*tbese charges make no 
legal part of the libel. 

Lord MeadoWbank. — I am against novelltes ; I am against 
interfering with die discretion of the Court. • 

The indictment was then read as follows :— 

William Burke and Helen jM*Dougal, bodi present prison- 
ers in the tolbooth of Edinburgh, you are indicted and accus- 
ed at the instance of Sir William Rae of St. Catharine'^s, Bart. 
his Majesty's Advocate for his Majesty's interest : That al- 
beit, by the laws of this and of every other well governed 
realm, Mubder, is a crime of an heinous nature and severely 
punishable : Yet true it is and of verity, that you the said 
William Burke and Helen M^Dougal are both and each, or one 
or other of you, guilty of the said crime, actor or actors, or art 
and part : In so far as, on one or other of the days between the 
7th and 16th days of April 1828, or on one or other of the days 
of that month, or of March immediately preceding, or of May 
immediately following, within the house in Gibb's Close, Canon- 
gate, Edinburgh, then and now or lately in the occupation of 
Constantine Burke, then and now or lately scavenger in the 
employment of the Edinburgh Pohce EstablishiKient, you the 
said William Burke did, wickedly and feloniously, place or lay 
your body or person, or pirt thereof, over or upon the breast 
or person and face of Mary Paterson or Mitchell, then or re- 
cently before that time, oir formerly preceding, with Isabella 
3umet or Worthington, then and now or lately residing in 
Leith Street, in or near Edinburgh, wh^ she, the said Mary 
Paterson dr Mitchell was lying in the said house, in a state of 
intoxiciition, did, by the pressure thereof, md by coveting her 
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moath aaad nose trith yotir body or person, and forcibly com- 
pressing ber throat with your hands, and forcibly keeping her 
down, notwithstanding her resistance, or in some other way ' 
to the Prosecutor unknown, preventing her &om breathing, 
suffocate .or struigle^ her ; and the said Mary Paterson or 
MitqheU was thus, by the said means or part thereof, or 
by some other means cm: violence, the particailars of which 
are to the Prosecutor unknown, wickedly bereaved of life 
by you the said William Burke ; and this you did with the 
wicked aforethought intent of disposing o^, or selling the 
body of the said Mary Patetson or Mitchell, when so mur- 
daned, to a ^ysician or mirgeon, or some person in the em- 
ployment of a physidtm or surgeon, as a subject for dissec- 
tion, OT whh some other wicked and felonious intent to the 
Prosecutor unknown. (2.) Further, on one or other of the 
days, between the 5th and 26th days of October 1828, or on 
one or other of thfe days of that month, or of September im- 
mediately preceding, ot of November immediately Allow- 
ing, witnin the house situated in Tanner^s Close, Ports- 
burgh, or Wester PortAurgh, in or neai Edinburgh, then 
and now or lately in the occupation of William Haire or / ' 
Hare, then and now or lately labourer, you the said William ' 
Burke did wickedly and feloniously attack and assault James 
Wilson, comnionly c^ed or known by the name of Daft 
Jamie, then or lately residii^ in the house of James Dow- 
nie, then and now or lately porter, and then and now or 
lately rasiding in Steycnlaw's Close, High Street, Edin- 
burgh, and did leap and throw yourself upon him, when the 
said Junes Wilson was lying in the said house, and he hav- 
ing sprung up, you did struggle with him, and did brmg him 
to the ground, and you did place or lay your body or person, 
6r part thereof, over or upon the person or body and face of 
the said James Wilson, and did by die pressure thereof, and 
by covering his mouth 4ind nose with your person or body, 
and forcibly keeping him down, and compressing his mouth, 
nose, and. throat, notwithstancfing every resistance on his 
part, and thereby. Or in some other manner to the Prosecu- 
tor unknown, preventing him from breathings suffocate or 
strangle him ; ard the said -James Wilson was thus, by the 
said means, or part of them, or by some other means or vio- 
lence, the particulars of which are to the Prosecutor un- 
knoim, wickedly bereaved of life and murdered by you the 
said William Burke ; and this you did with the wickea afore- 
thought and intent jof disposing of or selling the body of the 
said James Wilson^ when so murdered, to a physician or sik- 
geon, or tasowne person in the employment rf a ^physician or 
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surgeon, as a subject for dissection, or/with some other wicked 
and felonious intent or purpose, to the Prosecutor unknown. 
(3.) Further, on Friday the 31st day of October 18^ or on 
one or other of the days of that month, or of September imme- 
diately preceding, or of November immediately following, 
within the house then or lately occupied by you the said 
William Burke, situated in that street of Portsburgh, or West- 
er Portsburgh, in or near ^Idinburgh, which runs ftom the 
Grassmarket of Edinburgh to Main Point, in or near Edin- 
burgh, and on the north side of the said nsireet, and having 
an access thereto by a trance or passage, entering from the 
street last above libelled, and having also an entrance 
from a court or back court on the north thereof, the name 
of which is to the Prosecutor unknown, you the said William 
Burke and Helen M'Dougal, did both and each, or one 
or other of you, wickedly and feloniously place or lay your 
bodies or p<>rsons, or part thereof, on the body or person or 
part thereof of one or other of you, over or upon the per- 
son or body and face of Madgy or Margery or Mary M'(3ro^ 
negal, or Duffie, or Campbell, or Docherty, then or late-, 
ly residing in the house of Roderick Stewart or Stuart, then 
and now or lately labourer, and then and now or lately re- 
siding in the Pleasance, in or near Edinburgh ; when she, 
%he said Madgy or Margery, or Mary M'Gonegal, or Duffie, 
or Campbell, or Docherty, was lying on the ground, and did, 
by the pressure thereof, and by covering her mouth and the 
test of her face with your bodies or persons, or the body or 
person of one or other of you, and by grasping her by the 
throat, and keeping her mouth and nostrils shut, with your 
hands, and thereby, or in some other way to the Prosecutor 
unknown, preventing her from breathing, suffocate or strangle 
her; and the said Madgy or Margery, or Mary M'Gonegal,or 
Duffie, orCampbell, or Docherty, was thus, by the said means, or 
part thereof, or by some other means or violence, the partictdars 
of which are to the Prosecutor unknown, wickedly bereaved of 
life, and murdered by you the said William Burke, and you. 
the said Helen M'Dougal, or one or other of you ; and thus 
you, both and each, or one or other of you, did, with the 
wicked aforethought intent of disposing of or selling the body 
of the said Madgy or Margery or Mary M'Gonegal, or Duffie, 
0r Campbell, or Doch^ty, "when so murdered, to a physician 
or surgeon, or to some person in the employment of a phyri- 
cian or surgeon, as a subject for dissection, or with some other 
wicked and felonious intent or purpose to the Prosecutor un- 
known : And you, the said William Burke, having been taken 
before George Tait, Esq. sheriff-substitute of the shire of 
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Edinburgh, you did in his presence, at Edinburgh, emit and 
subscribe five several declarations of the dates respectively 
following^ viz. :— The 3d, 10th, 19th, and 29th days of No- 
vember, and 4th day of December 1828: And you, the said 
Helen M^Dougal, having been taken before the said sheriff- 
substitute, you did in his presence, at Edinburgh, emit two 
several declarations, one upon the 3d and another upon the 
18th days of November 1828,! which declarations were each 
of them respiectively subscribed in your presence by the said 
sheriff-substitute, you having declared you could not write : 
which declarations being to be used in evidence against each 
of you by whom the same were respectively emitted ; as also 
the skirt of a gown ; as also a petticoat ; as also a brass 
snuff-box, and a snuff-spoon, a black coat, a black waistcoat, a 
pair of tnoleskin trowsers, and a cotton handkerchief or neck- 
cloth, to all of which sealed labels are now attached, being to 
be used in evidence agsdnst you, the said William Burke ; as 
also a coarse linen sheet, a coarse pillow-case, a dark printed 
cotton gown, a red-stripped cotton bed-gown, to which a seal- 
ed label is now attached ; as also a wooden box ; as also a 
plan, entitled " Plan of Houses in Wester Portsburgh and 
places adjacent,'' and bearing to be dated Edinburgh, 20th 
November 1828, and to be signed by James Braidwood, 22, 
Society, being all to be used in evidence against both and 
each of you, the said William Burke and Helen M'Dougal, 
at your trial, will for that purpose be in due time lodged in 
the hands of the clerk of the High Court of Justiciary, be- 
fore which you are about to be tried, that you may have an 
opportunity of seeing the same. All which, or part thereof, 
being found proven by the verdict of an assize, or admitted 
by the respective judicial confessions of you the said William 
Burke and^Helen M'Dougal, before the Lord Justice-General, 
the Lord Justice-Clerk, and the Lords Commissioners of Jus- 
ticiary, you, the said William Burke and Helen M'Dougal, 
ought to be punished with the pains of law, to deter others 
from coBmiitting the like crimes in all time coming. 

A. WOOD, J.D, 



LIST OF WITNESSES. 

1 George Tait, Esquire, sheriff-substitute of the shire of E- 

dinburgh. 

2 Archibald Scott, procurator-fiscal of said shire. 

3 Richard John Moxey, now or lately clerk in the sheriff- 

clerk's office, Edinburgh. 

2 
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4 Archibald M^Lucas^ now or lately derk in tlie sheriffs 

clerk'^s office, Edinburgh. 
6 Janet Brown, now or lately servant to, and residing with, 

Isabella Burnet or Worthington, now or lately redding 

in Leith Street, in or near Edinburgh. 

6 The foresaid Isabella Burnet or Worthington. 

7 Elizabeth Graham or Burke, wife of Constantine Burke, 

now of lately scavenge in the employment of the Edin- 
burgh police, and now or lately reedding in Gibb^s close, 
Canongate, Edinburgh. 

8 The foresaid Constantine Burke« 

9 Jean Anderson or Sutherland, wife of G^rge Sutheadand^ 

now or lately silversmith, and now or lately residing in 
Middleton**s Entry, Potter-row, Edinburgh. 

10 William Haire or Hare, present prisoner in the tolbooth 

of Edinburgh. 

11 Margaret Laird or Haire or Hare, wife of die foresaid 

William Haire or Hare, and present prisoner in the 
tolbooth of Edinburgh. 

12 Jean M'Donald or Coghill, wife of Daniel Coghill, now or 

lately shoemaker, and now or lately residmg in South 
St. Jameses street, in or near Edinburgh. 

13 Margaret McGregor, now or lately servant to, and resid- 

ing with, John Clark, now or lately baker, and now or 
lately residing in Rose street, in or near Edinburgh. 

14 Richard Burke, son of, and now or lately residing with, 

the foresaid Constantine Burke. 

15 William Burke, son of, and now or lately residing with, 

the foresaid Constantine Burke. 

16 Janet Wilson or Downie, wife of James Downie, now or 

* lately .porter, and now or lately residing in Stevenlaw's 
close, High street, Edinburgh. 

17 Mary Downie, daughter of, and now or lately residing 

with, the foresaid James Downie. 

18 William Cunningham, now or lately scavenger in the em- 

ployment of the Edinburgh poKce, And now <3fll*tely re- 
siding in Fairley's Entry, Cowgate, Edinburgh. 

19 George Barclay, now or lately tobacconist in North Col- 

lege street, in or near Edinburgh. 

20 David Dalziell, now or lately copperplate printer, and now 

or lately residing with his father, George Dalziell, now 
or lately painter, and now or lately residing in North 
Fowlis' close. High street, Edinburgh. 

21 Margaret Newbigging or Dalziell, wife of the foresaid Da- 

vid Dalziell. 
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SS Joseph H^Leaiv iiawt)r laldy tmsmith, and now or lately 

residing in Coul's close, Cimongate, E^bii]|;b. 
S23 Andrew Fjffqnharson, now orlsl^ shenffi^ffic^ in Edin^ 

burgh. r 

^ Ge<nrge M^Farlane) now or lately porter, and now or lately 

reskfii)^ in PatecsoB'^g court, Lavimaarheit^ Edinburgh. 
25 John Brogan, now or latdy in the entplaymeiit of. John 

Vallence^ now (» lately carter, and now or latdy reside 

ingin Semple stie^, near Edfaiburgh. 
3$ Janet Lawne or Law, wife of Robert Law, now or lately 

currier, and now or lately residing in . Portsburgh or 

Wester P^nrtsburgh, in or near Edinburgh. 

27 Ann Blaeh, or Gonsaway, or Conway, wife of John Con- 

naway.or Conway, now or lately labours, and now or 
lately residing in Portsburgh or Wester Portsburgh 
aforesaid. - 

28 The foresaid John Gonnaway or Conway. 

29 WilliaoL Noble, now or latdy apprentice to David Rym^^ 

now (HT latdy grocer and qiirit-dealer in Portsburgh or 
Wester Portsburgh aforesaid 

30 James Gray, now or lately labourer, and now or lately re- 

siding with Henry McDonald, now or lately dealer in 
coals, and now m latdy residing in tho Grassatnarket, 
Ediid)urgh. 

31 Ann M^Dougall or Gray, wife of the foresaid James Gray. 
82 Hugh Alston, now or lately grocer, ai^ . now or latdy 

residing in Pc»rtsbur^ or Wester Portsburgh aforesaid. 

33 Elizabeth Paterson, dai^ht^ of^and now or lately resid- 

ing with, Isabella Smith or Paterson, now orlatel;^ re- 
s^dng in Portsburgh or Wetfier Portsbiurgh afc^esaid. 

34 The foresaid Isabella Smith or Paterson. 

35 John MHJuIloch, now or h^ly porter, and noi^ or htdy 

residing in Alison^s close, Cowgate^ Edinburgh. 
86 John Fisher, now or lately one of the criminal offices of 
the JBdinourgh police establishment. 

37 John Findlay, now or lately one of the patrole of the 

^Bdiiibuigh pdKce establishment. 

38 James Paterson, now or lately lieutenant of the Edin- 

burgh police establishment. 

39 James M^NicoU, noW or lately one of the seqeants c£ the 

Edinburgh police estabUshment. 

40 Mary Stewart or Stuart, wife of Roderick Stewart or Stu- 

art, now or lately labourer, and now or lately residing in 
the Pkasance, near Edinburgh. 

41 The foresaid Roderidi: Stewart or Stuart. 

4S Charles M^Laudiljan, now or latdy shoemaker, and now 
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OT lately lesuSi^ mik die foressid Boderidc Stewait or 
Stuart. 

43 Elizabeth Main, now €« laitdy secrant to the foiesaid Wil- 

liam Haire or Hare. 

44 Robert Knox, M. D. lecturer on Anatomy, now ^ lately 

residing in Newington place, near Edinbuigh. 

45 David Paterson^ now or Jatety keeper o£ the Museumbe- 

. longing to the fi^esaid Dr. Robert Knox, md now or 
lately residing in Portdburgh, or Wester Poitsburgh 
aforesaid, wilh his mother, the foresakl IsabdlavSmith<«r 
> Paterson. , ^ 

46 Thomas Wharton Jones, n«w or Ivtely snii^eon, and now 

or lately residing in West Cireus place, in or near Edin- 
burgh, with his mothcar, Mai^^^t Cockburn or Jones. 

47 William Ferguson, now or la^ly surgeon, and now or 

latdy residing in Charles street, in or near Edinburgh^ 
with his brother, John Ferguson, now or lately wrker. 

48 . Alexander^ Miller, now or lately sm^eon, and now or lately 
residing in the lodgings of Elizabeth Anderson or Mont- 
gomery, now or lately residing in Clerk street, in or near 
Edinburgh. 

49 Robert Christison, M. D. now or lately Professor of Medi- 
cal Juriq)rudeirce in the University of Edinburgh. 

60 WiUiam P\dt«iy Alison, M. D. now or lately Professor of 
the Theory of Physic in the University of Edinbuigh. 

51 William Newbigging, now ot lately surgeon^ and now or 

lately residing in &t* Andrew's square, Echnbnrg^. 

52 Alexander !]^a(^,<now;(»r lately surgeon to the Edinburgh 

police establishment. 

53 James Braidwood,. now or lately builder, and master of 

fire-engines on the> Edinburgh police establishment. 

54 AlexQfder M'Lean^ now or lately sheriff-officer in Edin- 

burgh. 

55 James Evans, student of medidnc, now or lately res^ng 

with Mr. James Moir, sui^eon, residing in Tiviot-row, 
. in or near Edinburgh. 

A. WOOD, J. D. 



Deait op Faculty. — 'We have giv^n in separate defences, 
which m^ as well be read now, — ^beginning with the defences 
for the male prisoner. 
• The defences for Burice was then read as follows : 

The pannel submits that he is not bound to plead to, or to 
be tried upon a libel, which not only charges him with three 
unconnected murders, committed each at a different time. 
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nmd^ a ^fifaettt plaoe, bat also comliiiies Iiis tM widi ih^ 
of another pnmd, who is not even alleg^ to famrehad any 
isonemt wi^ two ci the otEeaces ef which he isr aceosecL 
Such' an aecuBiiihUaon of oftnoes and pami^ is eeiitriur]r to 
^e genend aad. the better pcactke of the Gcmxt; it £»'iii« 
consistent with ti^t principle, and indeed, so fiur as die 
paamd csn dilcoTer, is altogether unpreced^ifced ; it is: dt!^ 
-ta% lumeeessttiy fiiriihe ettdk of pnUic iustiee^ iiuid greatly 
dxs^ai^ and -prejudices 4he accused in i^beir defeitce^ 'It: is 
4he]t£H» sidniiitted that the libel is completdy vitiated by 
this-accumulatiDn, and cannot be maintiuned as oontainii^ 
a proper cikninal diarge. On ii» merits of the case, tiie 
pannel-has only to state that he is not guilty, and that he 
rei^s his deSuioe on aidemai of the facts set forth in the 
libeL: 

The defences for Hel^i M^Bougal were next read as fol- 
lows: ... ^ . ■ ' 

If it dball be decided that the prisoner is obliged to ai^swer 
to tins indictment at all, h^ answer to it i% that she is not 
guilty, and that the . Prosecutor cannot prove the &cts on 
whidi his charge rests. But she humbly submits that dbe is 
not bound to plead to it. She is^accused of one murder com^ 
mitted in Oetober 1828^ in a house in Portsbuigh^ and of no 
other offence. Yet she is placed in an indictment along with 
a different person, who is iEuocused of (^her two murders^ each of 
^hem committed at -a difibr^[it time, and at a diiFerent place, 
it not beraig alleged^ that tAw^ had any connecticm with either ci 
these crimes. Ti^B accumulaticm ef paonek and of offences 
is not nedessary^finr public justice, and exposes the accused to 
intolerable prejudice, and is ^not warranted, so far as can be 
ascertain^ even by a sii^le precedent. 

Mr. Patrick Robebtson then addressed the Court in sup- 
port of the defences. In this indictment there were two 
prisoners named, but these two prisoners di^ not appear on 
the &ee of it to have any eonnection with each other. The 
msyor proposidoH contamed a ^mple chai^ of mur(^, 
without specifying mj aggravation. In the minor proposi-i 
tion, however, there were tfatee distinct and totally unconnected 
charges of murder. The first was against Burke alone, and 
was charged as having been committed in April last, in a house 
in the Cancmgate. But it was not stated thai he had any ac- 
complice. He was the sole person charged with that offence. 
It appeared, indeed^ from the description of the ci^ime, that 
he was charged ^' mih the wicked, aforethought purpose and 
intent, of deposing of and selling the body, when murdered» 
as a subject &r dttsection, car with some other wicked wA fdn 
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loflJous impose and ii^nt to.Ae Prasoeutor mdoM^ws.? Boi^ 
tdule, oh Ike one kaod, there w$8 no.i^^yslbii laid m the 
Bu^propoi^tion; yetonthe'OthertfaePfeseciKtordidBotoeii^ 
fine hims^ to (me i^edes'ef intent, but ]ibdlled'tvo'«-theuijlettt 
to sell the body to the umgeom^ and acme other sc^ of vague 
undefined i^ecieaofint^stto thePniiecutoirfaimielf ^^^ 
The second artide m the indiotm^t chaxged Another mm*' 
der, allied to have been committed in tl^ mmith of Octo*' 
ber, in a phice calkd Tanner^s Close, in Wester Portabuq^^ 
in duB charge abo WiUmm Burke is ite: only pesson aci^ 
cused of that dOFe^ce, and die intent laid is 1^ same as in the 
fi^rmer instance. Then there was a charge of a^ third mu» 
der, committed at a different place wad time, via. at la hoiwe 
in Portsbui^h on the 31st Octobev ; in which charge bath 
William Burke and Helen M^Doug^ were included : imd^ 
a£ter describing the offence, the mtent Kbellcd is the i^ame 
as in the two former cases. Thus we had three murders 
diaigtd^igainst die pdsoners ; two against Buiie abne, and 
one against ^Burke in conjunctum wkh M'Dougal ; aUof whidi 
were committed at different tinKes and in differ^t plaees,* with^ 
out any. connection wbi^yer between them r and tlwse 'chaigee 
were hud without* lo^ aggravatien. Then fiFcdi^Berentdedara** 
tions by Burke, and two by M^Dongal, were also Kbellri on, 
tcgether with eight artides to be adduced aa evidence i^Mnst. 
the former, and six against both; andinndditi^m to idl this, diey 
yrete served with a list of fi%vfive witnesses i^ whom these di& 
£eretit and totally unconnected diarges were to be proyed. 
Now die question was, whether this chat ge, involving such an 
accumuladon of unconnected offences, was comdctoit with onr 
pcactice, with the humaaie principles of our law, and widi that 
sound and proper discretion. which the Oonrt wa»,not only ent- 
iled, but.bound to exercise. But die first and most materi* 
al point was, whether the prisoners would suffer prcguc&^e by 
die mode in whidb the libel had been framed; &r if that could 
be made out, it would jiuitify theb Loedsh^ in die ex^fdese of 
the discretion with wmch they were entrusted, in separating 
the deferent charge, or in sdecting (me prisoner, and poslponi* 
11^ another, according to the circumstancesK^ the case.- The 
question then was, wheth^ die' prisoners would suffer prejudice 
bt gomg to trial with the IHiel as it now stood. And, in con- 
sidering this, it would be obmmed that it was not chained that 
there was any natural comiection between ihe orimes com*- 
mitted. There was certaiidy none in law; and' with the 
exception <^ the mode of the murder and the intent, thmre 
was not the slightest pretence for saying there was any ^n^ 
necdon between them. !&it the intait was .not lai4 abso^ 
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4dt% and 'p eiCBBpiwal yfc > It was cdadkibiial: ^^ Either you 
cbfanitted theses acts irkk l^e vicked, aforetbouglit purpose 
and itttentitf sefluig tte bodies t» the Buj^eona £or dissection, 
0r wiA i»«ie other purpose «r intent to the Prosecutor un- 
known.'" Thk indeed veuld compel the Prosecutor to prove that 
the mnnkr waa committed for the purpose of handing oyer the 
bodi^ tadisseetien ; but he might also bring in und^ it a very 
^SPetem pnrpooe or object, as, for example, that it was done 
for the purpose of robbery, or to gratify private revenge. In 
the mi^of prepoffltion, however, there w^ no aggravation ; and 
irwiA not BsH that there had be^i any consjoracy, that these 
murcbrs were part of a system ; tli^ were laid as three 
unconnected offences, ooanmitted at different times and at 
<&lferent. places. Now he praved their Lordships to keep 
in mind that murder was not like any of the other offences 
which umially occurred in* the jHractice of the Supreme Crimi- 
mi Court ; it wa» one which, in every case, when brought 
home to a pani^l, was visited with, the highest punishment 
cS the law; and therefore it dilB^ed from all the offences 
to which it was sometimes likened, and required greater caution 
on the pfnrt4of those by whom it was to be tried. As applicable 
to thecaseof Burke^ however, Aree murders were charged; and 
^li^ dharge was calculated in the most serious degree to preju- 
dice him. Eadi specific offence, it might be said, would require 
to he supported by its own q)edfic evidence : but it was im- 
possible to find any jury so dispassionate as not to borrow 
^ft)aie*li^t 'firom m3 one. to enable them to decide on the 
^h^'; It was impossible for the jury to separate the evi- 
idesice in oiie' case fixmi that Ai another ; it was impossible 
that one muj^er not proved could be separated from any light 
thrown T^Km it by anoth^ not proved ; nay, though neither 
tbe one nor the other might be proved, it might still be held, that 
upon the whole, from the massing or blendii^ of unconnected 
acts, Plough was made out to warrant a conviction. And all 
this was aggravated by the prgudice arising from the manner 
in which tJbe alleged murders were said to have been committed, 
and in r^ard to which so stroi^ a degree of excitement ex- 
isted in the puUic mind. Then observe ^e oppression in 
^hepreparation of the trial; observe the situation in which 
the pannels were ^aced. Three murders were charged, with 
a list of fifty-five witnesses ; besides sev^i declarations, five by 
the one, and two by the odier. One set, it might be sai^ 
was against one prisoner, and the other f^ainst 4he other ; 
but it was impossible so to separate, or to analyse the evi- 
dence as not to admit against the one evidence which was 
calculated to affect the other; and by thus mixing up and 
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massiiig togethei^ the whde into an unneoessaz^ accomub- 
tion of crime, to come to the same condodcm in regard to 
both. Look to the caee of Helen M^Dougal, and it will be 
seen the prejudice must operate sdll more strongly s^ainst 
her. She is accused of only one crime^ and it is not said that 
she had any connection with the others. But this diarge o£ 
murder, committed in the latter end of Octob&Cj is brought to 
trial, combined with two others committed, one in Apnl, six 
months previously, and the other in the b^inning of October. 
Where is this to stop ? If the Prosecutor is allowed to proceed 
in this way, may he not on the same princiide combine ten 
murders against ten prboners, accused of ten diffisrent ofiences, 
committed in as many different counties? He submitted that 
th^e must be some lunitation ; and the question was, whether 
the Court could sustain the present chai^ by which one indi- 
vidual, accused of one ofience, is mixed up with anotfa^^ ac- 
cused of two, with which she is not alleged to have had any con- 
cern. Imagine this case. At the end of the indictment, eight 
articles were specified against Burke, and six more against 
Burke and M^Dougal conjointly. Take the first — ^the skirt 
of a gown — and suppose it proved against Burke alone. It 
could not be adduced as evidence against Helen M^Dougal. But 
suppose it was traced into her possession, and^'that a witiiess was 
called to prove that it belongeid to Mary Paterson or Mitchell. 
This would be conclusive as to M^DougaFs connection with 
Bi:ffke. But it might be said that the Judge would tell the 
Jury to strike this out of their notes. That was an easy cnnNra- 
tion ; but could they strike it out of thdr minds as eai^y as 
out of their notes ? Then in ^diat circumstances would Helen 
M^Dougal be placed ? An article not libelled against her would 
be checlanate to her defence. She would be taken by surprise, — 
she would be thrown off her guard ; and although the gown 
had come fairly and honestly into her possession she could pro- 
duce no evidence to instruct the fact. He put this as an il- 
lustration. So far as the female prisoner was concerned it 
would be fatal. 

But was this a legal proceeding ? If there be a prejudice ex« 
isting, the prisoner is entitled to the fairest possible defence. 
The mofli atrocious the offence, the more guarded and cau- 
tious ought to be the modes of procedure. . So far, however, 
as they could discover firom the records of the Court, this was 
the iirst case in which it had been attempted to charge three 
murders in the same indictment. There had been several in- 
stances of three persons dain at the same time, as in the Aber- 
deen riots, by a discharge of musketry, and in the case where 
a wh(Je famUy was penned : these, however, as Mr. Hume 
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observed, were all parts of the same foul and atrocious ol^ee. 
But there was no example, in the history of the Court, of 
<;onibining three unconnected offences against one person ; fiftr 
less of combining three against one person who was not alleg- 
^ to have any connection with two of them, and was only 
implicated in a third, which had no manner of coni^ctien 
with those which preceded it. Sir George Mackenzie, who 
would not be suspected of any partiality to the prisoner, laid 
down theprinciple most clearly, that difibrent parties ought not to 
be thus Combined in an indictment. ^^ A person accused," says 
he, ** was not obliged to answer rf old but for one crime in 
" one day, except where there were several pursuers, Qmnicim 
" Attachiamenta, cap. 66. by which, accumulation of crimes was 
" expressly unlawfiil, sed hodie aliter obtinet, for now there is 
** nothing more ordiniEir nor to see five or six- persons in one 
*^ summonds or indictment ; and to see one accuser pursue seve- 
^^ ral summondses; and yet seeing crimes are of so great conse^ 
" quence to the defender, and iare of so great intricacy, it ap- 
*^ pears most unreasonable that a defender should be burthened 
<< with more than one defence at once ; and it appears that ac- 
" cumulation of crimes is intended, either to bese the fame of 
" the defender, or to distract him in his defence." Tide 19, 
§ 7- Here the principle was brought out in the clearest manner 
-—that Salutary principle which says that no man ought to be 
c^ed upon to answer to more than one crime in one libel ; 
since the accumulation of crimes was calculated " either to Isese 
" thefemeof theprisoner, or todistract him in his defence." The 
learned Counsel then referred to the work of Mr. Baron Hume. 
That learned author treats of the accumulation of crimes undar 
Afferent heads: first, of thosewhich are of onename and species, 
and of one class and general description ; secondly, of those 
criminal acts, though of difierent kinds and appellations, 
have a natural relation and dependence ; and, thirdly, of that 
sort of cumulatio actionum, which consists in the charging of 
several persons in the same libel with separate and uncon^ 
nected crimes. The first of diese, he argued, had Ho ^^tion 
to the present case, because it did not include muralSi^l!|^ 
the cases referred to were cases of housebreaking and theft ; «iid . 
though the former was a capital offence, yet it was ^ very di£v^ 
ferent one from murder. No case of the latter was indeed^ 
quoted. The author treated merely of collected crimes, 
as robbery and murder. But no injury was iS^ Iji: «8mfe^ wch 
cumulation. They were parts of tne same foul a»||«trocioirs 
proceeding, and mey had a natural and necessary -^depend* 
ence. But in the present case there was no natural depend- 
ence, and not even an allegation {b«t1;he>prifittg:iaps were con- 
. nected. 
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He then proceeded to the consideration of heterogenotis 
chaigeB, as of murder and of theft. S(me of these, he said^ 
were not cases to be followed at the present day : and he in- 
stanced that of Walter Buchanan, who was accused of ten d]j& 
ferent crimes in one libel ; namely, fire-raising, attempts at fire- 
ndsii^, attempts to poison, theft, reset of theft, the h^bouring, 
out-hounding, and maintaining of thieyes and robbers, soming 
and levying black mail, and killing and eating of other peoj^e^s 
sheep. Here, howeyer, the Lords restricted the trial to the more 
special charges. He now came to the principle, and men|ioned 
a case in 1784, when the Lord Adrocate <fid depart from se- 
veral of the charges. In regard to accumulation of parties, 
Mr. Hume put a case of several persons being called to an^ 
swer in one Ubel for the same fact ; but then^ dbserve the re- 
me<fy. ** On any occasion when they see cause, espedally if 
^^ it appear that the Prosecutor meant to lay the pannek under 
** tins disadvantage (he begged to diedaim any insinuation that 
^^ such was the intention of the Prosecutor m the present iii- 
'^ stance,) the Court may and will separate the trials of the se- 
** veral culprits, and send those to an assise, in the first place, 
'^ by themselves, who are meant to be called as witnesses for 
** the others,'*' voL ii. p. I70. The learned Counsel then 
proceeded to the third sort of ctsmulatio aciumum^ that 
of charging several persons in the same libel with separate 
and unconnected offences, and contended very aUy that the 
case before the Court fell under this xleseription. 

In conclusion, he referred to the English practice as illus- 
trative of the principle f(»r whidi he had been contending, and 
referred to a decision of Lord Ellenborough, as rqwrted in 
Campbell, vol. ii. p. 131, and also to the authority of Chitty, 
vol. i. p. 252. By the law of England, two felonies may be 
combined in one charge against two separate prisoners ; but it 
is usual fi^r the Judge, in his discretmn, to call upon the prose- 
cutor to make his election, and to proceed with a specific 
<^harge against one individual In point of law they may be 
combined, but the judges in their discretion separate them ; 
and for this reason among others, that the combination would 
prejudice prisoners in their challenge of the jury. 

The Lo&D AnvocATB relied at some length. Aftarcompli- . 
menting the learned counsel who had just concluded^ on the 
aUe manner in which he had opened the objections submitted 
to the consideration of the Court, he stated that he thought 
them Ul.founded. His learned friend mixed up two objections al- 
together different. His first objection was to bringing two pri- 
soners to trial in the same indictment, and his jecond to charging 
three different crimes in that indictment. He would deal very 
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i^m^j iriith tli^ ig^t The woiom irts cbwrged at having 
b^A Gpn^rn^ wil^ tbe niai) in qm oi ihe tter^e miud^rau 
And this w^ emptioQiK} bf the law of tibe land. Hp pi^ 
W iM the i^dictanept tbat 4he might I2j»^ be prejudieod. If 
she had bej^ put ipito a separate indietmoiit, the public would 
have Imawn the whole evidence before she had been put upon 
her t)^y and the prisoner would have bad the best possible 
reason to cQi9plai^- This would hav^ been the case had he 
&x^ bp^^i^ht the mm to trial, and a^rwards tiie woman, ad* 
di^^iii^ agaip^ her the same, or nearly the same evidence^ 
irhjch h^d pireviou^y hem adduiced against the man. It wat 
to obWajbe this, md to preFent her from bekig prejudiced, that 
h^ hiMl. pMt her in the same indictment. ^^ QiSi forbid,^ said fait 
lipr^^p^ *' that any p^wn holding the situation I do, i^uld 
do any ^mg to fr^Mj^&e a prisons on his thaL^ The vei^ 
c^QllEiary motive had guided him ; but if he proceeded not 
ilgainst the woman to day, he would ten days hence, wfaeif 
she 0opld not insist on that which she now says will pri^uchce 
hen. Nor, in a case of this sort, would he be restr^ned fiom 
domg bis duty to tiie coun^ by any coaisideririJon founded 
up^f^ w^Mt were called the interests of science. It was «enoug^ 
for Mv^L that.a giceat crime had been committed; a crime j^a^ 
bear4 of be£n*e in any civilized country : ^at the public 
mind h^d m conse^pi^ac^ become strongly agitated ; and tha(; 
the (hity heaved to the country Irft him no alternative. He 
was ^itomined therefore to prdl)e and sift the whole matter to 
the bottom ; nothing should deter him from dmng so ; and he 
isepeatad, that if he was compiled to desert the diet against 
ttMs woman now, he would io^l&ly bring tier to trial ten days 
heAce. Tbesi she would find whether ^ had been prgudiced 
by tke wh^e evidence in this case having gone sdwoad to the 
wodd. 

The libd charged jl^ee senate acts ; and in die major 
propcK&tioa the crkne specified was murder without J^y a§- 
gmvatijcm. These murders wese detached, as having taken 
place mtbin the last six mon^ ; but they were all committed 
in £cdinbiua^, amd aU were charged as having be^ perpetrated 
with the same intent, which however is no aggravation. Huf- 
der, indeed, could scarcely admit of aggravation. When a 
ffsomcutor libels a positive intent, he is tied dotwn. to thst^ und 
tbere is bo altematiye. These cases w&» ail of the same descdp* 
lioin — ail murders, and aU committed with the same intent. He 
aihnitted, that loojdng to the proceeding of l&e Crimini^ dourt, 
it mi^^ he impossible to find a x^ase of three murders combine 
od in saae indictmeiit ; but the present was a case unprecelent^ 
ed in tbe amuda. ef tfajus 4)t of any other eivilued <ioniw 

£ 



26 



TRIAL OF WILLIAM BURKE 



try. There were numerous exam^es, however, where dif- 
ferent charges were combined in the same libel. The pass- 
age quoted A*om Sir Greorge Mackenzie did not apply to 
the case before the Court. It referred to a case of a na- 
ture totally different. He then quoted Hume II. 166, arid 
maintained, upon his authority, that the crimes charged be- 
ing all of the same name and species, might properly be in- 
cluded in the same indictment. It would indeed be dread- 
ful if a prisoner, after having committed three murders, 
could only be tried for one of them. Mr. Hume referred 
to the case of James Inglis, tried upon three charges of 
horse-stealing, each of which, if proved, involved a capital 
punishment. Now, would not every argument which had 
been employed against the present libel apply to such a charge.^ 
Again, two acts of highway robbery were charged in tho same 
indictment, any one of which would have been sufficient, if 
proved, to lead to a capital conviction. The whde tenor of our 
practice, indeed, confirmed this mode of procedure, and, if the 
contrary obtained — ^if charges of the same nature and description 
were put in separate indictwents, prisoners would be exposed 
to the intolerable hardship of undergoing trial day after day ; 
a hardship which he conceived would be incomparably greater 
than any that could possibly arise from the practice now com- 
plained of. He then referred to the case of Nairne and Ogil- 
vie. Here it had been objected that there was a cumulatio 
actUmum^ but the objection had been repelled. His Lordship 
then cited the case of James Morton tried at the Glasgow Cir- 
cuit in 1823 on four separate acts ; of Donaldson Buchanan also 
tried there for stoutBiief, housebreaking and theft (all separate 
acts) ; of Beaumont, tried at Aberdeen in 1826, where six acts 
of housebreaking were charged ; and of Gillespie, tried at Aber- 
deen in 1827, upon no less than nine separate acts of forgery". 
His Lordship then quoted the^ case of Surridge and Dempster, 
indicted for two separate acts of murder, committed indeed at 
the short interval of an hour, but still in all respects com- 
pletely separate acts. Upon the strength of these consecutive 
authorities, all of which went to support the principle for 
which he contended, his Lordship submitted that the objection 
ought to be repelled. ' 

The Dean of Faculty, in'reply to the Lord Advocate, 
argued powerfully in support of the Views which had been 
opened by Mr. Robertson. His Right Honourable and Learned 
Friend (the Lord Advocate) might rely upon it that, on the part 
of the prisoner's Counsel, no doubt whatever was entertained 
of the perfect propriety of the motive by which his Lordship 
had been actuated in framing the present indictment ; they 



AND HettN M*DOUGAL. 27 

were coBvinced that he had prepared and brought forward the' 
case in the manner which he conceived least likely to preju- 
dice the prisoners or to distract them in their defence. But, 
on the other hand, he could with equal truth and sincerity as- 
sure his Lordship, that the objection now raised had been 
taken from a iirm conviction that the sustaining of it was ne- 
cessary for the safety of the law, and indispensable to the ends of 
justice. It had been said that the decisions of the Court ought 
to be adhered to, that its practice ought not to be infringed 
upon ; and yet it was admitted that the present was the iirst 
case which had ever occurred of three separate acts of murder 
being combined in the same indictment. In this situation, 
. then, were they not justified in submitting to the Court the 
objection which had been taken upon the ground of this un- 
precedented combination ? The Learned Lord had intimated 
an intention to desert the diet pro loco et tempore against the 
pannel M^Dougal. But the question still remained whether 
the interests of the male prisoner would not be dreadfully pre- 
judiced in his defence, if put upon his trial for three separate 
acts of murder, committed at different times, and in different 
places. Now he contended that the present form of the in- 
^tment was adopted to effect an illegitimate object : it was 
calculated to lead to great injustice to the prisoner. What 
the* Prosecutor insisted on passing to a Jury was an indict- 
ment charging three distinct murders : he averred that there 
were separate and unconnected acts of this crime ; and he as- 
sumed that there was sufficient proof to bring them home to 
the prisoner. But every man, whatever the number of 
charges against him might be, was to be held and presumed 
to be innocent tiU the contrary was proved, and a conviction 
obtained against himself. There might, or there might not 
\^e sufficient proof to convict him; but he contended for the 
benefit of the ordinary presumption. " Give us,'' said 
the Learned Counsel, '' the benefit of this presumption, 
to which we are entitled, and then let us see ^w the case 
wiU stand." In the indictment before their Ldtdships three 
murders were charged ; murders committed at difierent times; 
murders of different persons, totally unconnected and living in 
difierent places ; and the last of these was stated to have been 
done in conjunction with a third person who had no connec- 
tion with tj^e other two. But if the Public Prosecutor were 
in a situation to prove one of these murders, it woiiM infer the 
death of the pannel. Then for what end or purpose of public 
justiee were three murders crammed into one in(hctment ?. If 
the Prosecutor was unable to prove any one of them, there was 
Bo necessity surely for putting it into this indictment. Bup- 
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pele evirfenM Wern Nrtmfbt M ptdve thd Bm^ but toliHy fti' 
ed» and the ieednd^ but also fiiUed,oi^fttl^u9tkftlIidttifi«tM^ 
dMbt tb«t a Terdict df not guilty at Hdf prc^^ wtmld hni^ 
be^i Tetunied if they had been tried ^epht^ekj ; ncAody WMld 
mamtaiB that a &he or improbable charge mi^t iidt b^olbe 
a ntdie^eigfat in the evidence to prove a separate and cKs^k^ 
murder. The prisoner might take his trial on a conibi- 
nation of such charges, bnt unless your Lofdsbip kterfered 
ew^rte jt^dids^ the result would be what he deseribed. The 
pr^udite arose from this toMs quaUs accession^ not tn^ored^ but' 
aesumfed; and &om the prejudice thus credited the prisoned 
might be convicted. They could not lay the present inchctment 
before a Jury without neceMirily prejudicing that Jmy ; and 
yet the Lord Advocate came forward and alleged that he 
thotj^ht the whole objection frivolous and untenable, saying 
that it was an attempt to smother the itt<Uctment altogether;- 
that is, be called an objection to an indictment, which did 
not contain a specific allegaticn of a specific crime, but a 
ccmgeries of c^nces huddled together and charged in cum^ 
uh^ an attempt to smother it ! How smoAered ? If the 
iii£ctment was improperly framed, if two or three charges 
were crammed into it instead of one, the prisoner was 
entitled to have it smothered. He was entitled to a fiur 
trials and if the libel was so constructed ^t this could not be 
affiirded him, he had a right to have it smothered. Eva^ 
thing Relative to a specific charge their Lordships would re« 
ceive, if brought forward in a competent form ; but the point 
previously adverted to still returned — ^Were they to receive 
evidence hi regard to two charges which might not be proved, 
and which- yet might affect the minds of the Jury in regard to 
the third and lead to « conviction ? The Learned Lord*iadeed 
sRtd, that there was only one sort of evidence, and that the crime 
had been committed in the same place. But the place was not 
the same ; in fact^ the hoi were as cUstinct as if the one mme Jiad 
been committed in the Canongate of Edinbur^ and the oth^ 
in the remotest Corner of Scotland. In popular language imd 
popular conceptions, they m%ht be held and represented as 
the same, but diis would never do in matters of law. They 
must have the kfeus strictfy libdled. Nor was the time the 
same. The first was committed at the distance o( mx 
menlhs from the second : the first took place in April, anothor 
took place hi the beginning of October, and a thbtl occurred 
in the end of October^ Now^ might not the priiM^ner prove tak 
cdibi in regtml to one of these orimes though not in regatd te 
the-otherf But, frnrther^ the aets were dSSn^nt. It was k 
VNintosAy tlNitiiltli^tnttr^iefswm of the iiMej^mM, t^ 
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llufat ii^it be hM itf aQ the »iifdir» tfaftt ever htA hem 
oterer wouid be cosondtted ; emd cm tbe fdde of the in^c^ 
ment they were all dEffier^ntw In the major piopositioii no ag- 
^niratbn was lib^lkd, but it was said that all these nturders 
bad been oommitted with .the istent of ctis jM)imig of the dead 
bodies to the Smgeons, or with mme other pQTpode or inte&t 
to ^ Prosecutor unknown. Did the Learned Lord mean to 
say thai he would fail if he did not prove this intent ? But 
that purpose was a separate crime^ as was sufficiently manifest 
feom the late case (among others) of Bradwell at Glasgow. 
It could not, tlierefore, be maintained that he would fail by 
not proTu^ tibe intent^— by not proring a diffeient crime from 
that libelled. It was perfectly plain that it was competent 
t0 prore the intent, but the not proving it could not in the 
l«tiit degree affect the Ubel. The crime consisted in the wil-i- 
tul muKtei^ ; and unless the motive amounted to a justification^ 
or ah aUeviation which reduced it to culpable homicide, the 
mtent would be inferred from the fact, and the highest pu^ 
nidtment of the law would follow a conviction. The evil of 
BBBL indictment so framed as the present was to produce an il- 
legitimate efieot by this combination of intention or motive 
with the crime charged. The kite^ charged might have beeii 
laid as a Separate o&nee ; but had this been done We dhould 
now have been on a different objection, namely the compe^ 
tency of such a charge. To these princifJes in the abstract; 
BO exception eould be takem Now, the Court - would consi^- 
der the situation in which the pannel was placed. He had 
b^n put upon his defence fi^^en days after his examination ; 
five dbclarations emitted by him were hbelled on $- and 
most manifesdy thare did ^ist great prejudice against him. 
He did not shy that this would be a sufficient reason fisr post- 
poning the trial, but it wa& a sufficient reason for the Court 
taking care that he sufiered no itkjury in his defetice. Anodie^ 
matter in which the prisoner was prejudiced, by lumping to^ 
gether separate charges ki the same indictment, was in his chal^ 
lenges of the Jurymen. It was evident that the prisoner had 
Ma interest that way. He did not know who the Jurymai 
were to be, BXkd of course could' not mean to say that there 
was ally danger of an impoper person being balloted'; but he 
had a clear right in the abstract — a right of which he ought 
Hot to be deprived. If he had been tried on separate indict^ 
ments he would have had fifteen challenges, whereas by*^he 
combination ci the charges-.in the sanie indi^ment he had oi^ 
fiv«. Now there might be Jurymen liable to dttSlenge in one 
ease and not ki imo^ll^r) just as one wi^aiess might be peitttt^ 
\y tuiexe^ptUttabk in Dne cab^^^li^Mtt to ikt -most ieritnift 
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and fatal objections in another. He contended, therefinre, that 
in every view the principle was in their favour, as well as the 
justice and imperious necessity of the case. 

The Learned Gentleman then referred to the authorities. 
He began by commenting on the passage which had been 
quoted from Sir George Mackenzie ; which, he contended, the 
Lord Advocate had misunderstood, as it was quite evident, 
that George Mackenzie used the word " summonds^^ as syno- 
nymous with " indictment,"'' since an ^^accumulation of crimes,'' 
the subject treated of, could Qot be predicated of a summons 
in the common accept£^tion of that term. And the doctrine 
laid down by this author was that an " accumidation of crimes 
is intended, either to laese the fame of the defender, or to dis- 
tract him in his defence.**' Now what did the Lord Advocate 
say in answer to this ? He referred to a passage in Mr. Ba- 
ron Hume^s wor^ where that learned person says, that " the 
competency has never been disputed of chaining in one libel 
any number of criminal acts, if they are all of one nature and 
species, or even of one class and general description." But it 
was evident that the offences of which Mr. Hume spoke were 
of a different description from murder ; for he expressly added 
the qualification, " so as to adhere in this point of view, and 
stamp a character on the pannel as one who is an habitual and 
irreclaimable offender in this sort," (vol. ii. p. 166.) And ac- 
cordingly the instances which he gave were of the crimes of 
theft and house-breaking ; crimes which were susceptible of 
being aggravated by habit and repute; and of which the pu-' 
nishment might be restricted. But murderadmitted of no such 
aggravation, and never was restricted. Hear, however, what 
Mr. Hume said in reference to those cases : " The Court, 
whenever they find that the immediate trial of such mani- 
fold changes is likely to prove oppressive, either to the wit- 
nesses, the Jury, or themselves ; and still more, if they see 
cfmse to believe that it may embarrjass the pannel in his 
dqfepee^ or beget prejudices against him in the minds of 
the Jury ; — in any of these cases, they have it certainly in 
thdbr power to divide or parcel out the hbel, and proceed in 
iJie first instance to the trial of as many of the articles as mdy 
fitly be dispatched in a single diet, &c." (vol. ii. p. 168.) The 
cases which occurred in 1696 might, however, be referred to 
in support of a contrary doctrine ; but " if they are, I answer" 
said the Learned Counsel — " Are your Lordships prepared to 
do what was done in those cases ? Are they to rule your 
Lordships' decision in a case without any precedent whatso- 
ever ?" But even these did not bear on the present c^ j and 
none adverse to the principle had occurred since the yeai^l?*^^* 
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Even the case of 1734 itself was not opposed to the principle. 
There^ there was connection. The case of Surridge and 
Dempster was mentioned as a case of two murders, as a 
case where more than one murder was charged in the indict- 
ment ; but these were clearly partes ejusdem negotii ; they 
were committed in immediate sequence and in furtherance of 
the same " foul and atrocious design."" It was quite plain, 
therefore, that the cases quoted did not apply ; that they had 
no bearing whatever on the present case, where three different 
and unconnected murders were charged*gainst the same indivi- 
dual, and where another party was mixed up with him in one of 
the alleged crimes. Were they not entitled, then, to ask their 
Lordships, in the exercijge of a sound discretion, (which it was 
not denied the Court possessed) " to divide and parcel oilt'* 
the charges in this indictment, and to find it incompetent to 
go to trial upon it as it presently stood ? The Learned Counsel 
then adverted to the state of the law of England on this sub- • 
ject, commenting on the passage quoted by Mr. Robertson from 
the work of Chitty , and concluded by observing that this was in 
all respects a most serious case, and deserved the utmost at- 
tention of the Court.- No instance of three murders charged 
in one indictnient had happened in his time ; many instances 
had indeed occurred in former times ; yet it had never been 
the practice to try the charges in cumulo. But the more 
anomalous ^id unprecedented the case, the more necessary 
was it to the ends of justice, and the more important to the 
law, that it should be proceeded in with the utmost caution. 

Their Lordships then delivered their opinions on the ob- 
jection which had been raised and so ably argued by the pri- 
soner's Counsel. 

LoKJ> PiTMiLLY. — The Court were peculiarly circum- 
stanced in being called upon to give an opinion on an 
indictment in a case, part of which must unquestionably go 
to trial. He was quite clear that one of the charges must 
tmdergo an investigation ; that the trial to that extent must 
proceed. But Counsel were by no means precluded from 
stating the objection they had brought forward, and which, 
appearing to them in the hght it did, it became their duty 
to press upon the attention of the Court. This accordingly 
they had done with equal zeal and ability, in a manner 
which did honour to themselves, and reflected credit on the 
Bar of Scotland. But it was the. duty of the Court to be 
calm and guarded; to express their opinions in a dignified 
and dispassionate manner ; and to avoid any thing which was 
either (ilculated to unsettle the established principles of that 
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law or tp form a bad preeed«stft for the ftHme. H* agxeed 
that there were two different questions hsfiire the Court ; 
the fir9t of which was, whether Helen M^Dougsl ought to 
have beea included in the indictment. And on diat point 
he bad no doubt of the Prosecutc^'s right so to indude h^. 
He approved of what the Lord Advocate had done, and he 
bad no hesitation in saying, that the trial should now pro* 
oeed. The other ^question was of a very different nature ; 
nwnely, whether it was competent, and also wh^her it was 
proper and fitting, iiat Burke should now go to trial 
upon an indictment, charging three murd^s, or should be 
tned on one or other of these charges. Of the compe^ 
tency he had no doubt whatever. His Lordship was mueh 
struck with liie indictment when he first saw it, and he £dt 
it to be bis duty, as it is always die duty of the Court tm 
tmcb occaaons, to inform his mind in regard to the piinci-' 
pie on whi^ it had been framed. He went to the authori- 
ti^s on the subject, and after a oareftd examinAtion of them 
be bad no doubt of the competency^ Wh^i be looked at 
the cases of Beaumcmt and Gillespie, pcyrticularly the latter, 
^hfxe nine separate acts of forgery were charged, he 
^ould not have the smallest doubt as to the competency 
of indwiybag these several charges in the same indictment. 
Our pcactice on this point was too firmly fixed to admit of 
tny question, that one individual may be charged with se« 
v^ral crimes of tiie same nature, and committed at different 
times. The English cases referred to he put altogedier out 
of view, beouise this was not a new point, now raised for 
the firsBt time, and to be settled by a r^erence to princi^ 
or analogy, but a matter fixed by our own practice, and not 
again to be brought into dispute. He was therefore quite 
dear as to the competency. But wheve it was a questkm of 
discretion merely, and where that discretion, as in die pres^i^ 
case, Wjfts strongly appealed to, the Caxxtt would inter£»^, be* 
cause it was t^ir bounden iand sacced dUity to prevent a pri* 
sonerfirom suffering prejudice in his defence. The present 
piisoners^ by thek highly respectable Counsel, declared Aat 
they would suffer prgudme if tbey were put upon their trial 
on all the charges, and it was not for the Court to say wfaethev 
that might or might not be the case. Three consecutive trials 
might or might not be beneficial to the prisoner. In his (pi- 
llion they were more advanti^eous to die Prosecutor. By 
this means he learned how to conduct his case ; and if he saw 
a link awantingin one trial, he might endeavour, by means of 
additional evidence, to supply it in the next It did appear 
to him, therefore, that what the pannelt asked for \xy die 
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mouths of th^ir counsel; was calculated to do them more pre- 
jtidice than submittmg to go to trial upon the indictment as 
it now 'stood. But they had doubtless been well and judici- 
ously advised, and were prepared to take the consequences. 
He held, however, that the Prosecutor had done right in 'in- 
cluding both of them in the same indictment ; and that by 
doing so he had taken the only and most effectual means in 
•his power not to prejudice them eiliRer in preparing for their 
diefence or on their trial. He well remembered a case in which 
the danger,, disadvahtage, and odium attending consecutive 
trials were strikingly exemplified. It happened in conse- 
quence of the Aberdeen riots, and the parties were brought to 
trial at the instance of a private prosecutor. His Lordship 
was counsel for the pannels, and they were acquitted. Not 
satisfied with this, however, the private prosecutor reared up 
a new indictment upon new grounds. And he could never 
forget the feeling which was excited, by this attempt to bring 
the parties acquitted to a second trial, in the Court, the Bar, 
and the country at large ; there was one general cry of indig- 
nation against a proceeding so shamdess and oppressive ; the 
consequence of which was, that the private prosecutor became 
alarmed, and the attempt was quashed. This was the natu- 
ral course of things. And, in general, it was lenity, and huma- 
nity, and justice, to include all such cases in the same indict-- 
ment. In the present instance, no result such as that which 
took place in Aberdeen was to be feared. But the Court 
being clearly vested with a discretion, and the pannels having 
strongly appealed to that discretion, it was his opinion that the 
cases shoijdd be tr^ed separately. 

Lord Meadowbank entirely concurred in the views of 
Lord Pitmilly. The nature of this case and the impression 
it had produced upon the public were such, that it required 
the most carefid and anxious consideration ; but he was con- 
fident that the more thoroughly their Lordships were con- 
vinced of the existing state of excitement in the public mind 
concerning it, the greater would be their anxiety that the pri- 
soners suffered no prejudice on their trial or in their defence. 
The question here was one of very great and general import- 
ance. But if it had been entertained on the question of com- 
petency, it would have shaken the whole system of our crimi- 
minal procedure. Our practice of accumulating a number of 
charges in the same indictment had been steady and uniform.' 
With respect to the earlier casfes referred to, particularly that 
in 1696, he must say that he could not for his sotd compre- 
hend upon what grounds the counsel for the prisoner had at. 
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tei»ptod to invalidato tbeir auth(»ity. The purtieiilsr CMfi 
preferred to occurred aftefr the BeYolutioo, when the Judgiei 
were as great and eminent lawyers as ever sat in that Court 
But in order to diow die uniformity of the practice, he needed 
not go farther back than the case of Murdiston and MiUer, 
where several acts, committed by different individuals in dif* 
ferent counties, were put into the same indictment ; yet not 
one iota of an objection Was urged against the proceeoing si- 
milar to what they had heard to-day. Our own practice, in 
<;ases of forgery, which was a capital crime, left no doubt up- 
on the matter. Several acts of this description of crime were 
constantly charged in the same indictment. — In cases of rob- 
bery, it was not competent to libel aggravation. The Prosecu- 
tor was not admitted to libel habit and repute. That was now 
settled law. It had not been so formerly ; and accordingly, 
when he had the honour to fill the same situation, which hia 
learned friend (the Lord Advocate) now held, he had directed 
an indictment to be raised to try the point, — and the law was 
now settled. But it was, competent to accumulate several acts 
in the same indictment, and to have it tried by the same evi«. 
dence and before the same Jury. It was competent where 
there was several acts of robbery charged against different in« 
dividuals ; and there was one case of a father and a daughter, 
where the daughter was charged with two acts, and the father 
with all the three libelled. He was therefore of opinion that 
the Lord Advocate had done right in proceeding as he did. 
But the Court had a discretion ; and to that discretion the 
prisoners had appealed. But having stated his opinion of 
that discretion, he deemed it right to say, jhat the Court was 
not answerable for the consequences. The prisoners had ex- 
ercised their discretion, and he warned them to consider well 
the step they had taken. As to the Court they were bound 
to sit there and try the cases one after another. 

Lo&D Mackenzie also agreed with his learned brothers as 
to the competency. In so far as discretion was concerned he 
likewise concurred, upon the statement made by the paimel 
and his counsel that he would sufler prejudice. He saw that 
the pannel was well and ably advised ; and he could not take 
it upon him to allege that there was any thing absurd or un- 
reasonable in the request which had been made. 

LoED JcsTicE Cleek. — The only question here was as to 
the competency of the charge against Burke : for the Lord 
Advocate had intimated his intention not to proceed at present 
agatneit the woman. After listenmg attentively to all that had 
bMQ fl^df after considering the authoriticB, andrecoDectingsome- 
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thing of the practice of this Court, he thought the indictment 
firamed in a legal and proper manner. Burke was not accused 
of one crime, but of three different acts of the same crime ; 
and, therefore, he did not come within the reach of those cases 
referred to by Mr. Hume. If this indictment was a bad one, 
the Court had been guilty of a great dereliction of its duty in 
sustaining many indictments framed upon precisely the same 
principle. He recollected a case of several acts of robbery, a 
capital crime, and one of the four pleas of the Crown, included 
in the same indictment ; and how could they distinguish be- 
tween such a charge and that of murder, which was another of 
the pleas of the Crown ? In fact, it was not now in the power 
of the Court to depart from the practice which had b^n so 
firmly established an,d so steadily followed. The Court, how- 
ever, had a discretion, and where it was appealed to they would 
exercise it. The Court had even found an indictment irrele- 
vant where it was strongly alleged by the pannel that he would 
suffer prejudice were he tried upon it in its actual shape. — 
Upon the responsibility of the respectable X'ounsel, i^ho had 
stated that the present prisoners wcmld suffer preju^ce if they 
were tried upon the indictment before them as it now stood, 
he was of opinion that the Court should interpose in virtue of 
its discretion. But they ought to do so upon principle. They 
ought to find the libel relevant, and also to find it competent 
to pfoceed to the trial of the charges seriatim^ leaving it to 
the option of the Prosecutor to say which of them he might 
choose to begin with. 

This accordingly became the judgment of the Court. The 
objection was repelled, but in respect of the allegation that the 
pannel would suffer prejudice were he tried upon the indict- 
ment as it stood, find it competent to proceed with only one of 
the charges at a time, leaving it to the Lord Advocate to say 
which of them he thinks proper to begin with. 

The Lord Advocate. — In consequence of the opini<m of 
the Court I shall proceed with the last charge, which includes 
both the man and the woman. The objection in regard to die 
latter has now been completely removed. 

The Dean of Faculty. — I beg to remind the le^umed 
Lord of his former statement, that he would desert the diet 
against the woman^ 

The Lord Advocate. — The case is now completely 
changed. My former statement was made upon the supposi- 
tion that the trial as to Burke was to proceed upon all the 
three charges at once. 
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Tbe Prisoners on • being asked . by tbe liOrd Justice Clerk; if 
tbey were giiilty, or not guilty of tbe orimes cbcur^ in tbe (bird 
article of the Indictment, each answered " Not gmlty.". The 
following Jury were tben cbosen. 

Nicbol Allan, Manager of tbe Hercules Insurance CoH^way, 

Edinburgb. 
Jobn Patott, Builder, do* 
James Trencb, Builder, do. 

Peter McGregor, Merchant, do. _ - 

William Bonar, Banker, do. 

James Banks, Agent, Leitb Walk. * ' 

JainesTVIelliss, Merchant, Edinburgb. . ^ 

John M*Fie, Merchant, Leitb. 
Thomas Barker, Br6wer, do. 
Henry Fenwick, Grocer, Dunbar. 
David Brash, Grocer, Leitb. 
David Hunter, Ironmonger, Edinburgh. 
Robert Jeffrey, Engraver, do. 
William Bell, Grocer, Dunbar. 
William Robertson, Cooper, Edinburgb. 

First Witness called for the prosecution, was JAMES BRAID- 
WOOD, of the Fire Office EstabHshment, who being duly sworn. 

Question. Was that plan made by you ? A. It was 

Q. What plan is it? A. It is a plan of some houses in the 
West Port, to which I was conducted by an officer. 

Q. Is the plan a correct one of the under ground houses ? A. 
It is. 

MARY STEWART Examined. 

Q. Do you remember a person of tbe name of Campbell,, coming 
to live at your house during last harvest'* A. Yes, Sir, Michael 
Campbell. 

Q. How long is it since he left your house ? A. On the Mon- 
day before the iast day. 

Q. Do you remember a woman coming to your house to en- 
quire after him ? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. By what name did she call herself? A. She called herself- 
Madgy Campbell, and abo Duffle, which she said was the name of 
her former husband. ' 

Q. She came from Glasgow ? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did she state she came in search of her son ? A. Yet. 
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Q. What time did she leave your house ? A. I came out of the 
lufirmaTj on Thursday, and she left me on Kriday, the 31st 
Octobfer. 

Q. Did she tell you where she was going ? A. She said she 
was going to search for her son. 

Q. Do you know a person of the name of Charles M'Lauchlan? 

A. Yes, Sir ; he slept with the woman's son. 

Q. Have you ever seen that woman since } A. Not till 1 saw 
her at the PoUce Office. 

Q. What hour did she leave your house ? A. I think between 
7 and 8 o'clock in the morning. • 

Q. Do you remember when you saw the woman's body at the 
PoUce Office ? A. Yes, sir; it was on Sunday, two days after. 

Q. Could you recognize the body ? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. What dress did she leave your house in ? A. In an old 
dark printed gown, much patched, short sleeves^ open before, sew- 
ed with white thread in the back ; black bombazet petticoat^ and 
red striped short gown. 

Q. Would you know these things ? A. Yes, Sir. 

i These articles were shown to witness, and she identified the 
printed gown, and short dress.] 
By the Court. — Q. Do you know what her age might be ? 
A. Between forty and fifty. 

By Counsel.— ;(Q. What size was she ? A. She was a little 
broad set woman. 

By the Court. — Q. When she stopt in your house, was she. in 
good health? A. Yes, my Lord. 

Q. Did you ever see her drunk ? A. No, my Lord. 

CHARLES M'LAUCHLAN Examined. 

Q. In the month of October last, did you reside in the house of 
Mrs Stewart in the Pleasance? A. Yes, Sir; along- with one 
Michael Campbell. 
^^y^l^What time did he leave that house ? A. About the end of 

^ ^'^''*^^q\jou remember a woman coming to the house in 
ITA, Yes, Sir. 
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Q. What time did s^e leave ? A. She wc^nt awi^ on .Fdiaj 
the dlst October, between the hours of nine and ten in the mor* 
ning. 

Q. Did you go with her ? A. Yes, Sir, as feir as my ovm.s^op 
door at the foot of St Mary's Wynd, where she shook hands with 
mo. I asked her where she was going, and she told me i^e was 
leaving town* . . 

Q. Did she appear in good health and sober? A. Ye% Sir^ she 
appeared to be of sober habits. 

Q. Did she come in search of her son ? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Do you know if she had any money ? A. No. 

Q. Did she complain of having none ? A. I never heard her. 

Q. Did she pay any thing for her lodgings at Stewart's? Ak Her 
son paid for them. 

Q. Did she breakfast at Stewart's that morning ? A* No, Sir. 

Q. Did you ever see her again in life ? A. No, Sir. 

Q. When did you see the body ? A. I saw it at; the^ I^olie* 
office, on Sunday the 2d November. 

Q. You knew it to be that of the woman Campbell ? ; 

A. Yes, Sir. . ^ 

Q, Did she ever call herself Docherty ? A. No> Sir. ' 

WILLIAM NOBLE Examined. " 

Q. You are a shop-boy at Mr Rymer's, at Portsbuija^ ? 

A. Yes,Sir. - 

Q, Do you know the prisoner £urke by «ght? . A; Yes^Sir. 

Q. Do yoo know a man of the name of iba% ? A« Yea. 

Q. What do you sell ? A. Groceries. 

Q. Do you recollect a body found in thet West Port? A. I re- 
collect awom^Bcame to the door, and askedcharity, on Friday 3'lst 
October. Q. Was Burke in the shop at the time ? A. He was. 

Q. Tell us what passed between Burke and the woman who 
asked charity ? A. He asked her name, and she said it ,\^'a3 
Docherty. . ^ 

Q» What did he say to that? A. He said she w$is a relation 
of his mother's. • ' 

Q. Did Bua||Mflr what his mother's name was ? A. No. 

Q. Did Bu^^^K the woman seem acquainted? A. Pont re^ 
coUeet (^ W^^^BpNied after that? A. Burke took her away 
with him< aodiajfl^ would five her hor breakfast. This was on 
the Friday moroil^ 

Q. When 4jd, von see Bnrto after? A. He can^ )>ack on Sa- 
turday, and bought a box. J » 

Q. What tori of a box wiMi it? A. A iea-'Box 
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Hewasthewnate«di«st,aiidask^if tiu^ivtaii^ A. QAild 
not say. It was Hke it. 

Q. Have your tea boxes any particular mark? A. No. 

Q. Did Burke pay for the box? A. No, it is not paid for 
yet. 

Q. Whom did he send for it? A. Mrs Hare came for it dwut 
half an hour after Burke left our shop, and got it away. 

ANNE BLACK or CONNAWAY jELr^»iw<frf. 

Q. ,You livo in Wester Portsburgh ? A. Yes. 

Q. What does your house consist of? A. One room. 

Q. You go down a^ stair to it ? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. And going down the stair you come to a passage? A. Yes. 

Q. Is there another door in the same side of the passage, a little 
ferther in ? A. Yes. 

Q. Does that door lead into a room or a passage first? A. First 
into a passage. 

Q. And at the end of that passage there is a room? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Who lived in that room in October last ? A. It was Burke ; 
he occupied it in the last week of October. 

Q. Look at the female prisoner. Did she live with Burke in 
the last week of October ? A. Yes, Sir. 

On the other side of the passage there is another house in which 
lived Mrs Law. 

Q. Did you ever see a person of the name of Hare coming to 
Burke? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Were there any lodgers lived with the Burkes in October ? 
A. Yef», a man of the name of Gray. 

Q. Did you, on the 31st of October, see Burke ? A. Yes. 

Q. What time of the day ? A. I made no remarks. 

Q. Did you, see any one with him ? A. About midday I saw 
him with a woman ; I was sitting by the fire, and they both passed 
my door. 

Q. Was it the prisoner ? A. No. 

Q. Were they going in ? A. Yes. 

Q. Was she a stranger ? A. Yes. 

Q. Was there any one in the house with you at the ttme ? 

A. Yes, Mrs Law. 

Q. Did you in the course of the day g6 intp Burke's ? A. Yes. 

Q. Did you go in alone ? A. Yes. 

Q. Did yoli find any one there ? A. Yes, the said woman was 
atting by the fire. 
' Q. Was she doing any thing? A. Supping porridge and mfflc 
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Q. How was shedrassed? A. She had no gown on, ihe «aid 
her things were washbg. I saw nothing hut her shift, and something 
tied on her head. < ♦ 

Q. Pid you see any stranger there ? A. No, 

Q. Was Burke's wife there ? A. Yes. 

Q. Was Burke ? A. I dorit know. You have got a stranger, I 
said. Yes, said M'Dougal, we have got a friend of my husband's 
here, a Highland woman. 

Q. Was the strange woman sober ? A. I dent know. 

Q. Did you hear her speak at that time ? A.' No.— I then 
went back in the. dark. • 

Q. What happened after you went into your own house? 

A. Burke's wife came and asked me to take care of her door 
until she returned, as she was going out ; my husband was sitting 
by the fire, and after she went away, he said he thought he saw 
some person going into Burke's house. We took a light and went 
to see, but saw nobody, save the stranger. , . 

Q. What did you do after this? A. I said, I thought some 
one had come in. She rose and followed after me, and appeajred 
the worse of drink at the time. She said she was going to St 
Mary's Wynd to see a boy, to hear about her son, and she want- 
ed the name of the land of houses, that she might return, as she 
said she had no money to pay for her bed. I told her she need not 
go for she would not find her way back again. She said Bui;ke, 
whom she called Docherty, had promised Her supper and a bed that 
night. I told her if she went out the Policemen would take her 
as she was bad in drink. 

. Q. Did she go out ?, . A. , No, she did not, she came into our 
house and spoke a good while with my husband about Ireland and 
the army, in which he had been. 

Q. Did you ask how Burke and she had become acquainted ? 

A. No, but she said she intended to stop for a fortnight. I told 
her, her landlord's name was Burke and not. Docherty, butshejn- 
sisted it was Docherty, for that was the namehe gave himself to her. 

Q. What name did she call herself to you? A. She called her- 
self Docherty in her own name, and Campbell as her husband's. 

Q. Did any other persons come to your house shortly after? 

A. Yes, Hare and ils wife ; Hare's wife had a bottle with her, 
and he insisted they should have a dram. The prisoner INPDougal 
came in also and had. a share. 

Q. Did you drink any? A. Yes, and my husband treated 
them. 

Q. Did the stranger get any drink ? A. Yes. 

Q. Were they merry in your house, A. Yes, Hare was dan- 
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cmg on the floor^ SO were Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Burke; 
Campbell was ba^-efootedy and got a scratch on the foot with 
the nails in Hare's shoes, of which she complained, but she was 
oitherwise very well. 

Q. Did they leave your house together.? A. No, Mrs.' 
Campbell said she would not go tillDocherty, meaning Burke, 
came in. I insisted on her going, but she bade me not be 
crud to a stranger. Shortly after, I told her there was Doch- 
erty now, and she rose and followed him. 

c ^. At what hour was this ? A. I think it was between 10 
and 11 at night. She went towards Burke's house. 

Q. Did you deep that night ? A. No, what disturbed me, 
was Burke and Hare quarrelUng. They appeared to be fighting. 

Q. At what hour did you get up in the morning? A. I 
got up between three and four, but went to bed again, and got 
up altogether about eight o'clock. 

Q. Whom fid you see first ? A. I heard Hare's wife in 
the passage calling to Mrs. Law, who was then in our house, 
but she did not answer. * 

Q. Did any other person come to your door ? A. Yes, a 
girl afterwards cameikiqturing for John, who witness under- 
stood was Burke ; it was between eight and nine. 

Q. Did you direct her to Burke? A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see Mrs. M'Dougal ? A. Yes, shortly after she 
came and told me William (Burke) was wanting me. I went to 
Burke's and found Mrs. Law, M'Dougal, and a lad Kamed 
Broggan. Burke had a bottle of spirit^ and gave me a glass, 
be then threw the spirits up towards the roof of the house, 
and upon the bed at his back. I asked him why he wasted it, 
and he laughed and said, he wanted it finished to get another 
bottle. I then asked Mrs. M'Dougal what was become of the 
old woman. She said she kicked her out of the house, as she 
saw Burke and her too friendhj, 

Q. Did Burke say anything at this time ? A. No. 

Q. Did you ask him what the noise was about ? A. Yes, 
he said it was a fit of drink, but they were all well then. * 

Q. Did you do anything more ? A. No, Sir. 

Q. Did you see any straw lying near the bed ? A. Yes, 
there was i^ bundle of straw near the bed, which had lain there 
almost an the summer. 

Q. When you got up at the first time in the morning, be- 
tween three and four, was all quiet in Burke's house ? A. Yes, 
while I made my husband's breakfast at that hour, I heard no 
noise. 

«Q. Dia any ;odi^ dnng pi^rticular happen in Borjte's that 
morning? A. Yes, his wife stmg a song. - -^ --^ 

G 



Would be the foreaoco:!. 

Q. Did you go ag/ain to B\irkc> op Sfttijffd^y nigl^ ? 

A. Yes, at eight o'clock, Gray's wife told me erf soq^etbiBg 
in Burke's house, aud I w^^t with her to see. 

Q. Whftt did you see ? A. I saw i^pthing, I. was so fid^$r 
eiiQd that I came out. 

Q. Did you see the prisoner, M^Doi^alP A. Befojre th^ , 
M'Dougal came to me, aud said the woman Grt^r had stoleqi 
sfwe things out of her house, and asked me to w^tch h^r doqr, 
as it did not lock. This was aboi^t siip o'clock. . . 

Q. What happened after? A. When I waa making. my 
husband's supper. Hare came to my door. He was ffoing to 
Burke's, but I told him the^re was nobpdy ih^T^ ; 94d he came 
into m^y house, bu(, soon went back into the pae^fage, I a|]t;er< 
wards went to Burke's door, and found it fi^teiied* 

Q, Ai^r you went- to Burke's door, did you scie a$ny onp ? 
A. Yefs, Hare caine out of Burk(^'s af);er that 

Q. Did you see M^Dougal ? A. Yes, and Burke a good 
b;t on in tbe nkht 

Q. Did any u^ing else happen ? A. Yes, some one said t6 
Burke and M^Doyga), that they were very much disturbed t)iQ , 
night they murdered the woman. M^Dougal laiigfaed, .i^d 
3nrke said^ be would defy all Scotland, as he never did aoy 
wrpn^, The police came just after that and f^ppr^hfind^ ^ 
Burke. 

Croas-Exa^^ined by Sir J. W. Moncrieffy Dean of Faculty. 

Q. Did Burke, befcMre he was apprehended, say anything of 
the person who accused him of the murder ? 

A. Yes, he said he would go and seek the man, and he met 
him in the passage along with the policeman, and they took 
him into his own house. 

By a Juryman, 
Q. Whf^t was the cause of your fear, when you went into 
Burke's house ? 
A. From having heard of the murder from Mrs. Gray. 

JANET LAWRIE (or La^ Ewammed. 

Q. You lived in the same paasiBge with the prisoners in Oe- 
toberlast? A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember being at Connaway's house on die 
Slst October, about two in the afternoon ? A. Yes. 

Q; Do y^i reooUet^ seeing thlB^piisoner Buidoe int i^e pM^ 
sage? A. Yes. 
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Q. Was he alone ? A. A' Ikde i^odum vii following him, 
th^ went into Burke^s house. 
Q. Didyousee Hate tkat evening'? A. Yes. 
Q. Did he go itrtb Burke's house ? A. Y^s. 



Q. Did you go in there ? A. Y^s. 
Q. Whom did tdu see ? 



: you see ? A. I saw Hare and bis wife and 
Burke, and the li^tl^ wbtean; 

Q. At that thne vreie they mewy ? A. Y^a. 

Q. You WA« not long there ? A. About twenty nrinutes. 

Q. Did you get any sj)irit8 ? A. Yes. 

Q. At what houi* dSd you go to b^d? A. About half past 
nine ; sometime after I heard a noise of dancing and merriment. 

Q. Did you heat any singing ? A. No;, Sir. 

Q. Fighting and scuMing ? A. Thete wais a great ndite. 

Q. IMd yoti distinguidi any paftictdat voicfe K ' A. No. 

Q. Did the noise last long? A. Ye^. The Aext motning 
Mrs. Bntke came into my house to bottow a pait of btllow&, 
and a^d me if I heard Burke and Hare-fighdng ki the night 
time. . 

* Q. Any more about the fighting? A. I asOsed hfer then 
what she had done with the little woman ? j^he said, she ki^^ 
kd het out 6f the door, because she had been usii^ too much 
freedom with Wffiam, (meaning Burke.) 

Q. Did she go ^ef^thlt? A. Yes, that Was atbout ^ight. 
She afterwards returned about nine to borrow a dram g^cisisr, 
ind asked me to come into her house. 

Q. Did you get? A. Yesj and saw Hare there and Bnrkd, 
and M^Dougal ; and a man of the name of Broggan. 

Q; Did way and his wife come in bbfore you left ? 
' A. Yes, and Mrs. Connaway. 

Q. Did you remark any thing particular ? A. Yes, Burke 
took a botue of spirits, and sprinkled it aboiit the bed and 
rbom ^ he said, because none of them woulc( drink it. 

Q. Was there a good deal of straw lying at the foot of the 
htA ? A. Yes. Tms todk place on the Saturday momtk^, 
and Burke was apprehended that night. 
Q. Did you dee Mrs. Connaway a-t Burke's house ? A. Yes. 
Q. Did you go to the Police Office on Sunday ? A. Yes, 
and was shown the body of the little woman I saw at Burke'ls 
on Friday night. 

Q. Was the straw that was near the bed there bi&re ? 

A. Yes. 
. Q. Was it in use ? A. Yes, it had been used for sotn^ 
tiutte as a^bed fcr Gray and his wi% 

■..J' 
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HUGH ALSTON J^wamined. ) 

Q. Do you live in the same land with Burke ? A. Ye^. t 
live in the flat above the shop, and he lives in the flat Wow 
the shop. 

A. Pid you hear any noise on the night of the 31st October 
when going home P A. Yes, I heard some going along the 
passage between eleven and twelve that night. 

Q. T^ll us what you heard ? A. I heard two men quarrell- 
ing; but what particularly attracted my attention was, the cry 
of murc(er from a woman. I went down a part of the stair to- 
wards Burke'*s house. : i 

Q. Do you know Connaway'3 door ? A. Yes. 

Q. Did yovi go so far as that ? A. Yes. 

Q. Now teH ais distinctly as far as you can what you heai^ ? 
A. I heard two men quarrelling, and a womaacryii^ murder, 
but net in such a way as would lead me to think sne wsis in 
.danger. She continued to do so f(»r a few muiutes ; thensomer 
thing gave three cries as if it was strangled. ^ v 

Q. Did it resemble the sound ofa person or aoimaLthat was 
strangled.^ A. Yes. 

Q. ,What did you hear after this ? A. I heard no noise en 
the floor, only speaking bud. After these remarkable, sounds^ 
I heard the female voice who cried murder, strike her hand as 
if against the door and call for the police, they were murdering 
her. I went immediately for the pplice, and co\:dd not get 
one. I returned and went down the stair a Uttle way. 

Q. Did you hear any thing after? A. Nothing but the 
voices of the two men wtiich appeared at a great distance. , 

Q. While you were listening, did you hear feet moving on 
the floor? A. Yes. 

Q. How far might you be from Burke's door when you 
heard those remarkable sounds ? A. About -three yards, o^ 
ten or fifteen feet. 

Q. Was the out^r door shut ? A. I think it was, and that 
on the same door the woman struck her hands. 

Q. When did you hear a body had been found ? A. On 
Saturday evening,, and that fixed my recollection of what I 
heard before. 

Cross-Ewamined. 

Q. You said you went in search of the Police ? ' A. Yes. 

Q. How far did you go? A. Only to th§ mouth of the 
pas3|^e. W hen I returned I did not consider it necessary to 
interfere farther. 

Q. Was the voice you heard of murder the same you heard 
when you first went down ? 
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A. Yes, it was lik^ the voice that said, for Qod'^s «ake go 
for the police, there is murder here. I since sent a person to 
strike op. the inner door to see if it sounded the same as I 
heard before, and I think it did not. 

Re-ewamined, 

Q. Was the last cry for .the Police ? Ar Yes, and that 
there -was murder there. 

By the Jury, 

Q. Have you any doubts the cry of murder you beard in 
the passage came &om Burke^s house ? A. I have no doubt 
of it. , 

ELIZABETH VAT!TSR9^0l!i Examined. 

Q. Look at the prisoner, do you know him by sight ? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Did you see him on Friday, 31st October? A. Yes, he 
came to my mother^s house on Friday night to aak for my 
brother David^ and I said he was out. He then went away. 

Q. Did you go on the next morning to Burke's house ? 

A. Yes, my brother sent me for Burke, and I went and 
inquired for his house at Mrs. Law's. 

DAVID PATERSON Examined. 

Q. Where do you live? A. At No. 26, West Port 

Q. What is your occupation? A. I am keeper of the mi> 
seum of Doctor Knox. 

Q. Do you know the prisoner? A. Yes. 

Q. At what hour did you go home on the Slst October ? 

A. About twelve. 

Q. Did you find any person at your door ? A. Yes, the 
prisoner ; he told me he wanted me to go to his house. 

Q. Did you go ? A. Yes. 

Q. Did you find people there ? A. I found Burke and an- 
other man and two women. 

Q. After you went in, what passed ? A. The prisoner told 
me he had procured something for the Doctor, pointing to the 
head of the bed, where there was some straw ; he said it in an 
under voic^. I was near him at the time. 

Q. Was any thing shewn to you at that time? A. Nothing. 

Q.^What (Md you understand he meant? A. I understood 
him to mean a dead body, a subject. 

Q. What were his exact words? A. His words were — 
" There is something for the doctor (pointing to the straw) 
which will be ready to-morrow morning.'" 
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Q. Was Acre suffici^t st«iw to oorer the body ? 

A. Thtre was. 

Q. Waff that woman, fke prigoner at the bar, there, (pom©- 
ing to Mrs. M^Dougal ?) A. She was. 

Q. Would you Imow the other two persons who were pre- 
sent? A. Yes. 

Hare and his wife bang brought in, - ' 

Q. Do you know these people ? A. I know theffi by thfc 
name of Hare, they are the other persons that were at Burke's 
house that night. 

Q. Had you any further conversatbn with Burke while you 
remained there ? A. No, but I sent my sister for him in thfe 
morning, and he came alone about nine o'clock. 

Q. What did you say to him when he called on you ? 

A. I told him if he had any thing for Dr. Knox, to go to 
himself, and agree with him personally. I afterwards sair the 
prisoner Burke and Hare in Dr. Knox's Rooms in Surg^ns' 
Square, along with Doctor Jones, one of Dr. Knox's aissist- 
Imts. Thh was between twelve and two. 

Q. Did any thing pass there? A. Either Burke or paTfe 
t(dd Dr. Knox they had a dead body for hiiiu whicJi they 
would deliver there that night ; and I had orders froBi Dr. 
Knox to be in the way to receive it, or any parcel that toighl 
come. I was there ax)out seven, when Bur^e aild Hare, and 
a porter named M^Culloch, brought a tea chest. They car- 
ried it in, and it was put in a cellar (Mr. Jone^ was present,) 
Und when it was locked up, I went to Newington to Dt. Knox, 
and told him the parcel was delivered. Hare, Burke an4 tb6 
porter had either gone before or followed. 1 saw them trien 
I came out of Dr. Knox's house. He gave me five poutids 
to give the men, with orders to divide it between them ; $nd 
in order to do so, I took them to a pubUc house, and got 
changef, and gave each two pounds ten gljillings. They left 
something for the porter. It was Understood tney Were to re- 
turn on Monday, by which time, if Dr. Knox approved of 
the subject, they would get the remainder of the price, wl^cfi 
t believe, was eight pounds. 

Q. Did you hear the prisoner say any thing about tromen f 
A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see any women loitering fibout f A. No. 

Q. What happened after ? A. The next morning, ^mi- 
day, Lieutehdht Paterson and Sergeant Fisher of the Por 
lice came to me, and I went tO/ Dr. Knox's cellar along ydth 
theta, and gave thein the package which was left there ^f^ 
hight before. , / 

Q. Was it still roped? A. Yes ; as it had been reeeived.' 
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Q. Sid ^ou asskt at the op^nii^of k ? , A, Y^, andfotmd 
it to contam the body of an elderly female apparently ix^Ak and- 
rm^ fptcrred. The body was doubled^ Up inr Ui© bos, rfl jhe 
extremities doused oi| the cjiesl or thorax for want of room^ . 

Q. Describe the state whep it came put of <^e box ? A. I 
€)xamined all the body externally, atretehed on a taUe. The. 
face^bad a yery Uvid colom, there was blood flowing from the 
mouth. The appearance indicated evident marks of stiwngula" 
tion, or su^ocation from pr^ssui^. I found no external madcs 
on the body that might have caused death. 

By tie Cp^jrt..^-^* Did the eyes prc^qt ? A. No, . 

Q. Was tbe tongue haiiging out? A> No. 

Q. Was there any mari^s about the throat ? A« No. 

Q*. Was th^re. aAy vo^vctf about the lips and nose ? A* Yei^ 
tbc^ were darkrColoured, and marked willi blood. 



JOHN BROGGAN EotumAmd. 

Wap at Burfce''8 the morning after, tbe murder. Saw Bui^ 
spill spirits about the room, and detailed several indeeent 
i^e^dies of Mrs. Burke,, about the way she got a i^ot of the dd 
woman. He was desired by Burke to remain^ but did not. 



Mbs, gray Emmined. 

Q^ Do you know th^ prisoners Burke and M'Dougal.'* A. Yes. 

Q. You lodged m their house at the end of October ? A* Yes. 

Q. You saw a strange woinan there? A. Yes. 

Q. What had she on ? A. A dark printed gown, and a pink 
bedgown over it. 

[Witneisw was shown the clothesi and identified them.] 

<J. You saw the little woman there once or twice on Friday ? 
A. Yep. 

Q. Did Burke say how he met her ? A. He said he met her 
in a diop at nine or ten thiit morning. 

, Q. Did you remain at Burke^s house that night ? A. No ; 
Burke told me I should leave the house fwc that night, as my 
husband and I were quarrelling ; and if I would go he would 
pay my Iddgings,* and he said I was to go to William Hare's. 
L weQt a^y with Hare's own wife, arid returned about nine 
oHock for some things of my child's. Hare and Burke were 
dftni^pg aiid'Mfs*. Doch^ty was singing to tiiem. In the course 
of the day Mrt. Dooherty wanted to go out, but Mrs. Burke 
wi>u}diiotlet herv 
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Q. At what time did you letum to Hi»e^s ? A. Almost im- 
mediately. 

Q. Did Hare and his wife come home ? A. Yes ; and Mrs. 
Burke came to supper ; after that they all went out together, 
and the Hares did not return that night. The first thing in 
the morning that occurred, was Burke coming to my husband to 
give him a dram. Then went to Burke''s house ^nd sal^ there a 
number of people, but not the old woman. I asked where she 
was, and was tdidMrs. Burke had turned her out as she was 
drunk. 

Q. "WTien you went to the house did you go back for any 
thin^? A. Yes, for a pair of my child^s st(^kings. When 
lookmg.for them, Burke told me ^^ to keep out from there ;^ 
tl^at is, from the straw. There was whisky then used. Burke 
threw it about, and said he wanted to get quit of it to get more, 
Burice then ordered me to put on some potatoes ; and I went 
to reach under the bed for some, when Burke told me to come 
out of that, I might set the bed a-fire with my pipe. 

Q. Was Broggan there? A. Yes, during the day, and Burke 
deshred he would sit there, on the chair next the straw, unidi 
he, Burke, came back again. 

Q. Did Broggan remain ? A. No ; he only stopped a few 
minutes. 

Q. Did Burke bid you clean the house ? A. No ; but I said 
it would be better to wash the floor, and put a little sand on it. 

Q. What did you do after Broggan went out ? A. I went 
to look for Burke, but I could not find him. I went out again 
and met him at the West Bow, he went to take a dram. 

Q. Did you discover a dead body in that house after Brog- 
gan went out? A. Yes. 

Q. MTiere did you find it ? A. Under the straw at the foot 
of the bed. 

Q. Why did you go back ? A. Because my suspicions were 
raised at seeing Burke throw the spirits about, and I was de- 
termmed to see what it meant. The first thii^ I seized hold 
of, was the woman'^s right arm. My husband took her up by 
the hair of the head, the body was naked, and there was blood 
on the nose and mouth. My husband went away before me ; 
he met Mrs. Burke on the stair and told her what he had seen, 
and asked her about the body. She told him to hold hia 
tongue, and it might be worth ten pounds a-week to bin). 

Q^ Did you say any thing to Mrs. Burke? A. Yes; I spoke to 
her about the body, and told her, that was the woman who was 
wel^singing on die floor; and she bade me hold ray tongue, and 
^he would give me five or six shillings. She repeated the words 
again, and said,if my husban4 would be quiet, it would be wofth • 
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Ten Pounds a week to him. I said that I woyld not wish to 
be worth money got for. dead people. 

Q. Did your husband give information after that to the 
police? A. Yes. 

Q. You saw the body there ? A. Yes, 
. Q. Was it the same? A. Yes. . . 

Q. Did you return with Mrs. Connaway to Burke^ ? A. No) 
I sent hel- irt, but did not go myself. 
". - ' " ' ,/ 

Cross-Examined by Sir James Moncrieff. 

Q. Did you sleep in Burke's house on Thursday n^ht?- 
. A. Yes, on the bed of straw. . ; 

Q. Did you continue there all the forenoon of Friday ?- / 

A. Yes, I never went oiit but for a stoup*fuU of water. 

Q. What time did you go to Hare's? A. About dark. . 

Q. Did any one ask you to come back to Biurke's that 
night? A. No, I thought as it was Halloween night they 
did not wish to have me amongst them. 

Q. Who went with you to Burke's at the time you say you 
went for your child's clothes ? A. My husband. It warab^ut 
nine o'clock, we did not stop many minutes. 

Q. Were they all making merry ? A. Yes, they were 
dancing and singing. 

Q. Do you remember was Mrs. Connaway there ? A. No/ 

Q, You went a\vay in a few minutes ? A. Yes. 

Q. You say that Hare afterwards came home, with Mrs, 
Hare and M'Dougal ? A. It was before I went back fop the 
clothes and not after. 

Q. Did they ask you to come and have some sport with 
them ? A. No ; next morning Burke ciune, and went out to 
give my husband a dram, and he , told us to come down to 
breakfast, and we did. 

Q. When you went down to break&st, did you see Hare 
or his wife then ? A. No. 

Q. Are you sure ? A. Quite sure, she came heme before 
I went to breakfast. I did not get up until eight o'clock. 

Q. Did M'Dougal say any thing to your husband or your- 
self about the body when it was found ? Did she say, My 
God I cannot help it ? A. Ye^, I recollect now, she did. 

Q. Did these words follow her offer <^ the ten pounds 4 
-#eek? A. Yes. 
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By the Covm. 

Am I to understand she said, " My God, I cannot help it,'' 
after you said you did not wish to make money'by dead people ? 
A. Yes. [Here she recapitulated her evidence in a very dis- 
^ct manner.] 

Q. Didthe woman make no reply, when you said the woman 
was dead, whom you saw well andsinging thenightbefore? A. No. 

Q. What did you say after ? A. I said, if she could not 
help it, she ought not to remain in the house. 

^. Were th»e words, " My Grod, I cannot help it," used 
after M^Dougal had spoken to your husband of ten pounds a 
week, and he had refused to be silent ? A. Yes, it was after 
the offer of money ; and I said, did she mean to bring a family 
to disgrace, that prisoner replied, ^^My 6od, how can I help it."^ 

JAMES GRAY, Labourer, Husband of the foregoing Wit- 
ness, Examined, > 

Q. You lodged at the prisoner's house ? A. Yes, for a few 
nights at the end of last October. 

Q. Do you remember Burke having any conversation with 

you about sleeping out of his house on the 31st of that month ? 

• A. • Yes, Burke said we must go out that night, that he had 

provided a place for us, and that we might come back in the 

morning to breakfast. 

Q. &d he give any reason for desiring you tb leave his 
house ^at night ? A. No, not that I recollect. He took us 
to Hare's, and^pitched on a bed he used to occupy himself 

Q. Did you know that Burke brought in a strange woman 
Ihat morning before, and ordered breakfast for her ? A. Yes. 
He said, he suspected she was some relation of his mother's, 
as she had the same name, and was from near the same place. 

Q. Did yoii return the night you left Burke's.'* A. Yes, 
about nine, with my wife, where we saw a good number of 
people at Burke's ; we stopped a few minutes. Next morn- 
ing Burke came, and my wife and I w^nt down to breakfast. 

<J. In the course of that Saturday, was you present when 
your wife found a dead body ? A. Yes, it was covered with 
straw, and lying near the head of the bed. 

Q. Was it the woman, you saw there the night before ? A. 
Yes. J then packed up my things that were there, and was 



dn the point of takbig'them to a faousie opposite, when X ^me 
Mrs. Burke, I asked her, what was thp meaning of that thing 
I saw in her room. She asked, what ; I said, I suppose you 
know, the hody. She then fell upon her knees and supplicitted 
me, offered me five or six shillings, and said, if 1 held my 
^tongiie, it might be worth ten pounds a week to me. I. said, 
my conscience would not allow it. 

Q. Did she say the same thing to your wife ? A. Very near. 

Q. Did she say she could not hdp it ? A. She did. • 

Q. After this conversation, did your wife and you lea^eit ? 

A. Yes. Mrs. Burke followed us up to the street. We 
jnet Mrs. Hare ; she asked us what we were qu«rrriQing iaibout; 
and desired us to go into a house and settle our (fispute. We 
did go, and shortly after I went straight to the Police. 

. . . .< ' 

By the Court. 

Q. When you saw the body, cQd you know it to be the wo- 
man who was there the night before ? A. Yes ; it was qwte 
naked. There was blood upon the mouth. 

Cross-Ed^amined. ^ 

Q. What hour^was it when you left Burke^^' house first, on 
the evening of the 31st? A. About five in the evening. . 

Q. What hour did Burke come for you in the morning ? 
A. I think about seven. • . - 

Q. Was Burke in Harems -at supper ? A. No ; but Mrs. 
Burke was. The Hares had left before Burke came. 

GEORGE MCCULLOCH Eooamined. , 

Q. You are a porter ? A. Yes. ' 

Q. Did the prisoner Burke come to you to carry a parcel 
for him at the end of October last ? A. Yes. Q. Where did 
you go first .^ A. To Burke's house. We went into his 
room, where we got a box like a tea-box ; he took something 
in a sheet, and put it into the box. Q. Was it like the 
shape, of a human body } A. I think it was. Q. Had you 
ho doubt it was a body ?■ A. No. Q. Did you assist ? A. 
No ; but when the body was putting in there was some hai^ 
which! pushed in. Q. When the body was putting in the 
box was there violence used ? A. Yes. Was th^r^ another 
man there ^ A. Yes, pf the name of Hare.. 
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iQ, Wlmt, becaioe of ike sheet ? A. tt was left: where Ae 
bodj was carried to. f The witness was shown abow^) 

Q* Was that the box? A. The very box. 

Q; Was the hair long? A. No. 

Q. Did you canry the hox ? A. Yes. 

Q. Did the prisoner foUow you? A. Yes. He tcid me 
to go towards the High School Wynd. 

Q. Did you go B A. Yes. 

Q. Did any person join you ? A. -Yes, the prisoner and 
his wife, and Hare and his wife. 

Q. Then you went to Sui^eons' Square? A. Yes, and 
took the box off my back. Q. What hour was it? A. It 
was half-past six. 

Q. Where did you go after ? A. To Newingtbn. 

Q. Who went with you? A. The prisoner, Hare, and 
their wives. 

Q. Did they separate from their husbands ? A. Yes. 

Q. You saw a perscm of the name of Paterson ? . 

A. Yes. We went into a public-house, and be shared the 
money between the prisoner and Hare, and gave mq five shil-^ 
lings for my trouble. When we came out the women were 
gone. 

JOHN FISHER, JEa?iwmned. ^ 

Q. You are a police officer ? A. Yes. / . 

Q. Do you remember a person coming to the office ? A^ 
Yes. 

Q. Where did you go with him ? A. To William Burke^s. 

Q. What did you go there for ? A. To make inquiries, as 
I heard the body was removed ; I met Burke and M'Dougal 
on the stair, I bade tliem come down, I wished to speak with 
them. I asked Burke what had becopie of his lodgers ? l^e 
said. There is one (pointing to Gray) and that he turned them 
out for their bad conduct. I then asked what became of the little 
woman that was there on Friday ? he said she left kt seven 
in the morning. I asked him if any person saw her go away ? 
he said, William Hare. I asked if any one else saw her go ? 
he then looked insolent, and said. Many saw her go. I saw 
marks of blood on the bed, and asked how they came there. 
M'Dougal said a woman had lain in there a fortnight ago. 
She said she knew where to find the Uttle woman, she lived in 
the Pleasance. She saw her that night at the Vennel, and she 
apologized for her bad conduct. I asked her what time she 
left, and she said &t seven o^dock at night. I* then decided 
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ta tekiilg them to the office, which I fid, on a' pretact Aat 
it was all a matter of spite against them, and if they would 
^flme to- the police office, it would be all cleared up. 

Q. Did you return to Burke's house that inght P A. Yes, 
with the Superintendant and Dr. Black. 

Q. Did you examine the house ? A. Yes. » 

Q. You found a striped bed-gown on the bed. A. Yes. 

Q Was thatMt? — (The bedgown woe ea^Mbited.J A. 
Yes. 

Q- Did you find any blood? A. Yes, amongst the staraw. 

Q. Did it appear to have been long there ? A. No. 

Q.^ Next morning you went to Dr. Knox's With Paterson ? 
A. YeB. 

Q. And what did you find ? 

A. The body of an old woman quite naked. We sent for 
Gray to see if he knew the body, and he identified it. We 
afterwards returned in the day and removed the body to the 
police-office. 

Q.' Was the body shown fo.the prisoners? A. Yes., . 

Q. They denied all knowledge ofliaving s^en it, 4^^^^ 
alive? A. Yes. * ., 

Q. Did you go to BuriteV house again.'' A. Yes, and 
found an old gown and a bag ? 

Q. Were thefee the article* f (They were mhibited.) A. 
Yes. 

Q. Was the body after examined? A. Yejs, by Dr^ 
Black, Dr. Cliristison, and Dr. Newbigging. 

Cro^s-JEafarfiined, 

Q. Did Hare deny all knowledge g£ the bodies? A. 
Yes* 

Q. And his wife ? A. Yes. 

. ' *" ^ 

WILLIAM HARE (or HAIRE) Examined, 

WILLIAM HARE (or HAIRE) a socius criminisr 
was now brought forward, and his entrance into the witness's 
box produced a great sensation in the Court. He was first 
sworn according to the form used in Scotland, and warned in 
the most pointed manner to speak the truth, for if he was 
£[)und to deviate the least firom it, the most condign punish-- 
^ent would await him. 

9- YouareaRomanCatholi€? A. Yes. 
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Q. Would you wish to be sworn in any odier way F A. I 
neVer took an oath befiwe, I believe it is all one way. 

(He was then sworn upon a New Testament^ toUh kU 
right hand on the Cross.) 

Q. How long have you been in this country ? A. Ten years. 
Q. How long have you been acquainted with the prisoners ? 
A. About twelve months. 

Q. Is your house near Burke'^s ? A. Yes. 
Q. You remember last Halloween ? A. Yes. 
Q. Were you drinking in a public-house with Burke? 
A. Yes. 

Q. What did he say ? A. He asked me fx) go down to his 
house to see what a shot he had got for the Doctors. He said 
he got an old woman off the street, and she would make a 
good shot for the Doctors. He told me to go down to the 
house and see if they were drinking, for he did not like to go. 
Q. What did you understand by a shot for the Doctors ? 
A. That he was going to murder her. 
Q. Did you go down P A. Yes, I found a man and a 
woman and Nelly M^Dougal, and the old woman washing 
her short-gown. 
Q. Was the strange man''s name Gray ? A. . Yes. 
Q. What colour was the short-gown ? A. Reddish striped* 
Q. is that it ? (The gown wcis eoihibited.) A. Yes. . 
Q. Did you remain long there ? A. Five minutes, and 
then went home. 

Q. Was you in Connaway's after that ? A. Yes, betweetf 
eight and nine o'clock. 

Q. Who was at Connaway''s ? A. There was William Burke 
and Broggan, and another chap I did not know, and my wife, 
John Connaway, and Nelly M'Dougal. The litde old 
woman was left at Connaway''s, where they had some drink. 

Q. Had yoii some ? A. Yes, we then went to Burke's, 
and Burke and his wife and the old woman came in ; we were 
all hearty. 

Q. Did you then expect the old woman was to be murder- 
ed.? A. No. 

Q. You had a quarrel with Burke ? A. Yes, he struck 
me on the mouth, and I struck him again, the woman came 
between us, he pushed me on the bed twice and I remained 
on the bed ; the old woman got up and wished Burke to sit 
down, as he treated her well ; she said she did not wish to see 
him ill used ; she run out before this to the passage an^ cried, 
out either murder or poKce. 



Q. How ^as ^she brought back again ? A. It wais Nelly 
M'Dougal that brought her back both times. 

Q. When you were struggling, did you knock the old 
woman down ? A. Yes, and she lay on her back, so drunk 
she could not get up,; she dried to Burke to quit. 
Q. Did he quit you ? A. Yes. 

Q. What did he do then? A. He got on the <dd 
woman with his breast on her head, and kept in her breath, 
Ae gave a kind of cry and moaned a little after the first cry. 
Q. How did he apply his hand* to her ? A. He put one 
hand on her nose and the other under her chin, and stopped 
h&t br^,th, he continued' this for ten or fifteen minutes. 
Q. IMd he say Any thing while this was "going on ? 
A. "No, he then got up and put his hand across her mouth 
and kept it there three or four minutes; she appeared quite 
dead then. 

Q. Was you looking on all this while? A. I was sitting 
on the chair. ♦ 

Q. Did he strip the body ? A. Yes, and put the clothes 
under the bed, he then doubled up the body, and put the 
straw on top of her near the head of the bod. 

Q. While you were sitting on the chair and he was mur- 
dering, where was your wife and M*Dougal ? A. When 
they heard the first screech they leaped out of bed a«d run 
Hito the passage, and did not come in until the body was put 
away. , - 

Q. Where were you ? A. I was siuing at the head of the 
bed when they both lay down and covered themselves with 
the quilt. 

Q. Did you see any blood at that time? A. No.* 
Q. Did any body come to the door when the woman cried 
in the passage ? A. No: 

Q. before the women sprung up was Burke long on the 
woman ? A. A minute or two. 

Q. Did any one go to Burke to try and save the woman ? 
A. No one. 

Q. Who went out first ? A. My wife. 
Q. And M'Dougal followed after ? A. Yes. 
Q. Could any one have prevented Burke without your seeing 
them ? A. No. 

' Q. Did the women make any inquiries when they came into 
the3?oom? A. No, they both went to bed. . Then Burke 
-vnttil ou^ after the woman' was laid aside, and stopped (iut.ten 

lifl}«Ut6«. i 
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Q, Did any body come bacjk witt him ? A. Yes, the 
Doctor's man, Paterson. 

Q. Did, Burke say any thing to the Doctor's man ? 

A. Yesy he wanted him to look at the body. Paterscm said 
it would do very well, to put it in a box ; he would not look at 
it. I donH know" when Patersmi w^ent away, I fell asleep. 

Q. Were you tipsy .^ A. I knew what I was about. 

Q. What time <Ud you awake ? A. Between six and seveB 
in the morning. I was sleeping on the chair, with my head 
on the bed i the two women and JohA Broggan were in bed ; 
he lay next his aunt, Nelly M'Dougal. Burke was sitting at 
the tire. After this I went home, and found Gray and hia. 
wife at my house ; they had had a bed there that night. . 

Q. Did Burke come to your house the next morning ? . ' 

A. He did. We went to get our morning ; he asked me 
to go to Surgeons' Square to get a box. 

Q. Did you get a box there? A No. Burke then said 
he had one bespoke from Mr. Rymer's shop boy. We got a» 
box, And the porter brought it in. Burke was not in then. 
We left the box, and stopped at the back door until Butke 
came. When he came he asked me what I Was doing, that. 
I did not get it into the box. He then went in, and drew. Ae 
body froni under the bed, and the porter helped to put it in ; 
there was some hair hanging out, and the porter put it in, 
^nd said, it was bad to let it hang out. The porter thcsn car- 
ried it away to Surgeons'* Square. It was roped. (That box 
in Court is it, or like it.) I went irith* the porter, and Burke 
went for the Doctor's man. They^came to Surgeons' Square,^ 
and we went in with the box. We put the box in a cellar, and 
then we wen$ to Newington to the Doctor. Mr. Paterson 
went in, and he afterwards came out and asked if we would go 
to a public-house, he had money for us. We saw our wives 
, following us, but they did not come into the house. Paterson 
gave the porter 5s. and each of us L.2, 7s- 6d« We were to 
have five pounds more on Monday. I saw nothing very pw- 
ticular until I was taken up. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CockIburn. 

Q. You say you have been ten years in Edinburgh ? A. 
Yes. 

Q. How have you been engaged ? /: 

A. I have been a labourer, and sometiso^s employed in sell- 
ing fish with a cart and horse. 

Q. Have you been engaged in supplying bodies to the, Doo^ 
»^ tors ? A. Yes. 

Q. Have you been concerned in supplying the Doctort-with , 
subjects on other occasions than that you have mentioned ? 
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AW 4BX.EN H^PQUaAl- : '^ 

aJb. CpoijBDR^i.— ^1 hold that I ^m entitled tqtest thia 
Gerj^ii^rnjifC^ cr^bility ^ta tli§ Jwry> wid ^iththatviev 
I sliall ^n^y<)ur ta m^^ him qpiifess such acts as ^Sljnake 
Iiy\9 evidQi[^(^ go for nothing' I pu^po«^^ to ask him if h^ va» 
cpQppi^ei^ m ^y otjier wur^eir Qxoept this one. 
. LiOf J) Adyo<^4Te ^ho^ght the J^ea© of Faculty had agreed 
tp ^ipdSne himseif to this case. 

!|Li9Rp M|:ai^9WBakk t^piight; that such a line of. conduct 
cpuljl np^; b^ pursued, fh^ question was neither a fit nor ^ 
gropeirpnet . ' \ 

Mr^ CocKBpEN.— 'In ge^^ralj evidence is adduced because 
\\ is entitled or presumed to be eiititled to credit. Now, it iai 
monstrp^s to suppoise^ fh^t \ ^hpulid not. be aQowed to shak^; 
the credit (y ^ tan^^ h^i^ ip r^p^ct to his evidence. (He 
thep quoted |t cas£^ lately tried in England, whese a witness in; 
a similai: ciiciunstanca wai; ^s^mined and acknowledged that 
Ije ^4 l^pn guilty pf the mjc^fet RtrpciQus crimes ; m conse- 
quencp of whiph his evidence was totally discredited.) 
. 14J^. Ati30N r^j^ed, the \m pf Englwd was in no point more 
oppospd to the law pf Scotland th^n in regard to evidence. A' 
witness here could, not \\^ called on to answer &r his whole life 
an4 conversation. Th^ utmost license, was allowed in Eiig- 
lan4 in pross-e^minatipn» \ii^%i% is, contrary to the umform 
aiid fundamenti4 Jaw of Scptlan<i 

. p^AN oj* Faculty.—:! completely i^ee with my Learned 
Friend. Ovur object is to d^pcrpdit, not to disqualify tbe witness. 
Vf^ vish ta propose a question to try the yeracity of diiic wit- 
Qecis. The witness was warned that he was standing on his 
6^th, beipg peculiarly sit;uated, but it may happen in most 
cases tW he will answer it, and answer falsely. If he «[^ 
swcrs truly, it will be fqr his credit; if falsely, it wiil then 
be for the be^efit pf my client. 

Jj^DRp M£ADpwBA2fK. — I regret having istated the iropreg- 
i^cm made upon my mind by the bare announcement of the 
<|uestion proposed to be put to the witness, because I sbotdd 
most assuredly have rather, in a matter of tbi& vast import- 
ance, have degored tp obtain every light that could have 
feeen thrown i^pon it before I ventured to deliver my judg- 
mpnt regarding it. But perhaps my having done so had 
only the effect of my ^tpntipn being more anxiously called 
to evjBry word th^t (JJPB* i^W^ my brethren at the bar, 
and if 1 w^re^atisSepL th^ if any tlung that was suggested 
by them had the effi^ pf shaking tibe opinion which * oc- 
curred to me at first, i^o^bmgthat^I stated before could have 
p^vented my honestly and frankly avowing it I have, 
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however^ been confirmed in that otviQion by finding t&at 
notwithstanding all the ii^enmt^ of my learned brethren, 
ih^ have said so little on the subject, and that they have been 
unable to show one single precedent in fiivour of their Argtt-. 
ment^ exc^ that which has been obtained from the law of 
England. Now, I for one throw the law of England altoge- ^ 
ther out of the question. It is, I believe, in matters of this 
kind diametrically opposite to ou». That law holds, that a 
witness has no protection firom having been examined by 
the Public Prosecutor,. on a criminal trial. We hold, that' 
he has. It is quite absurd, therefore, to dream of drawing a 
precedent, which b to guide. your Lordships, from the law . 
of England. But even our law goes no farther than to 
protect witnesses from being sulgect to prosecution on ac- 
count of matter immediately connected wHh the subject of the , 
tnal in the course of which they are examined. I understand 
it, therefore, to be admitted that^ if the question proposed 
were admitted by. your Lordships, the witness must be told 
that he is not bound to aasw^ it, because it is beyond the 
competency of this Court to afford protection against being 
afterwards questioned for the perpetration of crimes which ' 
do not form the pmper subject of inquiry . in the pre- 
sent investigation. But I have always Understood that .the 
law of Scotland has gone a great dM further — that it allows 
no question to be put which a witness may not competently' 
answer, and which, if answered, W^ist not be sent to the Jury, 
as a matter of evidence. Now, in the first place, I .admit, 
that ii is quite competent for the prisoner to put any ques- 
tion relative to the matters at issue by which he apprehends 
that the credibility of the witnesses for the Crown, may, if 
answered, by possibility be shaken. The oath taken by the 
witness, binds him to speak the truth, and the whole truth;' 
but that obligation goes no further than it refers to the mat- 
ter before the Court. It neither does, nor has it ever been 
held, to bind him to speak to matters relative to which he 
has not been called legally to give evidence. I apprehend, 
therefore, that even the oath which has been imposed upon 
the witness, is not obligatory upon him to speak to matters 
not immediately connected with the subject of this trial — and, 
in fact, such was the opnion of the Counsel for the prison- 
ers ; for, upon their application, the witness was particular- 
ly warned that he was only required to speak the truth, and 
the whole truth, relative to t^e third charge in this indict- 
ment. I have always understood, however, that no ques- 
tion could be put, upon cross-examination, to a witness in 
this country, whic3i would^' if answered, have the effect of ren- 



,4allK^ hmiii tnidi idilclmi«^Ie^ AB questions hhykg t]iai^ 
^feet aivst be put «6 preliminary, and after the questionfs 
put to aQ witnesses bjr your Lordships before the examind- 
tiom oommences, Intlutt feq>ect, very likely, we dif^ 
from the law c^ Enghmd ; but, for the reasons assigned by 
Mr. Hulne in die passages read by Mr« Alison, I am not in- 
jdined to think thst the vules of our law arc inferior, cqr 
Jess effiMTtua) for the administrati(m of justioe. The object 
pf our law has always been to get at thc^ truth,'* and I sii^^ 
pect that is best to be obti^uied bypreventing: witnesses ber. 
ing harassed in the way that would result from such qi:»Sr 
tions as thc^ present being held to be admissible. But further 
still, (Suppose, in the second place, that ij^ witness answers 
the question that has been put in the affirmative, and de^ 
pones that he has bden i»esent at more murders than the 
one in question, what is; to be the result ? Is the Lord Ad- 
vocate upon the re-ezamiiialson to ask him at what murder^ 
be has been present, and who was concerned in those mm^ 
ders ; or to go into an examination of all the matters ccmv 
nected with those caseis? If he is, we may be involved in 
an inquiiy into the drcuidstances connected with the oth^ 
murders in this indictment, which are not now the sulgect 
of trial, ^n^* which your JLiordships, by your interlocuk>r, 
have precluded from bang the subject of trial. I cannot 
thmk that such can be your Lordships' intention: yet the 
Court must be prepared eitfa^ to go Uiis length or not, be- 
4ore allowing a question ' to be put which must open up 
such a field of inquiry , for if the pris<mer is entitled to put 
the one question, it must follow that the {nrosecutor is entit- 
led to put the other, wod if you do permit such an inquiry, 
you must be prepared to send the answ^s so given, and the 
evidence so arising, to the jury* for their consideration. And 
what would be the consequence? By the evidence thence 
arising, and the suspici(^s thence created, the prisoners might 
be convicted upon 'matters not at issue in this indictment. 
Nor is it ienough to say that iim has been occasioned by the 
prisoner himself; for the law of diis country interposes to 
protect a prisoner from his own mistakes — ^it lays down ruie9 
by which, in all cases, protection shall be afforded against ei- 
ther accident or error ; and as I conedve it would be highly 
erroneous to send such matters to a jury, and yet that we are 
entitled to permit no questions to be put, the answers to whicfe 
must not be sent to the jury; I |)l^ink, this question cannot be 
admitted. But I set out with saying, that I do not think any 
question can be sustained by your Lordships, which, if an- 
srwered in the affirmative, would di^i^fy a witness. Thjis, 
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fiui^pose l^at the qtiesHbn put weiie, Hav6 )^ «(xMii^tU$^i^ 
acts of perjut^r— ahd the aiswer were m the affiib^v^, i^ftM 
-is to be the restilt ?~ Your Lorddiip mUst tdl th* jtory ieiflMIr 
that the witness's smwei is true, or thdt it is ftHbe. If Wvi4iy 
must it not alsp be addcKl IJiat he cannot be bdie^ed ti|poti hia 
oath; and if it appears not to be tme, di^if li& i^ e^uaDy 
incredible. By admitting such ^quecitionis, therefor^, t&e n^ 
cessary result is that you put it inl^e pow^r of At lAim^ to 
disqualify hiin£ielf ; and that, I have invi^nably tftidenstbOd, I 
can solein^ assure your Lovdd^, to faave4>een a pnkii^^ 
Teprobated by the law of tM« tototry. 

The Lord Justice €LlMtK thought liiat tb^ <|il^ftH)^ 
^ight be put^ bi:^ th&t the wittteSB sho^d be caul^ned that he 
was not bouAdto crhnin«je himielf, for if he a&swei^ Ae 
question the CoulrtOotdd^otiprdteet him. 

liOtiD MACK£N2iiE thOught the question mighfC be -pat. 
The wkness being warned tha^ he is not bound to crimiltate 
-him&elf, and told that be halt no proteotion fronb the Goilrt, 
*ut foir the crime now beforef it. The admi*ion of his bar- 
ingbeen guilty of a i^ecret criitae coidd not ^Bsqualify him. He 
had yet seen lio sufficient authorities to shake that opinion. 

The LoED JusTtce €iLEttK agri^with Lord -Mft^enrie, 
although he thought with Lord Meadowbank thait it was the * 
^' most extraordinary question he ^rer lleard ;" but-lSle eiise 
being an extraordinary one, iMowance mt(st be m^ide. 

The Loii^n Advocate wished to know in what situation he 
was placed. Was he allowed ^o afisk hnn, 'M1ie'cc&rfease*--*^€ff 
what murdets were yoto guilty P'^ • , . ; 

Mr. CocKBURisr.^-We piA that question, aigd the Loi^ Ad- 
vocate i6 entitled tO put what other he i^ooses. I "canndt 
state the thing more generally. We intend to object to no 
question the Lord Advocate may choc.se to ask. 

Hure recalled. 

Q. You meitienod when you was last hfeife, thttt^o^ 'assist- 
ed in taking the bodies to ^uigeons* Square ? 

A. I ne'v^r Was cOn^rned in lulisiishtng rfuMe, bift I s^w 
them do it. 

LoED Justice Clere.-^You are not bound tO ani^et fte 
question about to be put. * 

Mr. CocKBUEN. — I ain ^oing to ptit ik)me qu^^tJoiis to y6u, 
and you need not answer them if you dotft clioose. 

Q. How oftfen have you carried dead bodies ? A. I wdn\ 
answer it. 

Q, Have you ever been coh(!emed in teiy othe^ tnurdel•^ 

A» I wotft ainswcr th^t. 
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; iQ. Wa&!dbete.»ilttM<n^coll(miited'M y6vii tfoxHe^ntiie 
8th October last ? A. I won't answer that. 
. Q. When) Bvake 8ftld be hsA got a shot fi)jf tke Dbctbts^ 
how did you know what he meant by a shot ? 

A. I heard it often before. 

Q. Did you know it meant murder, then ? A. Yes. 

Q. How *d you know ft-? • ' 

A. He told me he would murder her. 
* IJi H*d you'itoy notion that niisdiifef would happen that 
A^t y<^u were dandhg ? A. i could not say. 

Q. When did you suq>^ct ther^ was g6ing to be miscliitf ? 

A. When I saw him on the top of her. 
^ tj. ©!d ytfui^ thfe bodt rf thie woftaan *t the Police Office ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you deny lhei?e eV^ iiaving se6h thte body before ? 

A. I denied it* . ' 

Q. How soon was it after her death you saw her at the Po- 
Mce Offic6 ? A. I itowa boAy th^:^ on Sattirday or Si!inday. 

Q. You have been acfqualnted with Burke long ? A. Yes. 

Q. Hav^ you received ^ny money before frotti Th. Knox ? 

A. No. 

Q. JM ybu ever reefftte'«hyfroi!il his assistants? 

A. Burke did, and he gave it me. 

Q. Did you ever receive any ^ A. No. ' 

Q. Who received the mowey ? A. burke. 

Q. Are you posftive that it* witt five potmds that was to be 
reiceived on Monday ? A. Yes. 

Q. WJio wals it paid the mah ? A. I beHcve feurke dM. 

Q. Burkfe 'paid yoii ? A. Yes, he threw two pdunds to me, 
wd seven shiU^gs in -isilver. Paterson put two poi!inds in 
one parcel, and two in another, and halved the silver and 
Burke shoved it over t6 me. 

Q. Had you ever any qumrrel with Burke about money ? 
A. No, 

Q. You toM us liiat-the oM.wdmati went out into the pas- 
sage and cried. Police and Murder ? A. Yes. 

Q. You say you shoved her dowA over a stool ? A. Yes. 

Q. And sh^ Uty on her back ? A. Yes. 

Q. At thettee Aat Burke w'as on the to|p 6^ the woman, 
did you hear her screech ? A. Yes. 

Q. It c^aid be i^ard a good bit off? A. Yes. 

Q. You say that Broggan was in bed in the moming,-:-did 
you isee Min com6 in ? A. No. 

Q. Did you s^t in that chair and see Btnte for ten ininutes 
lailing the womaUj and offifer her no assistante ? '* A. Yes. 
- Qx You sat by calAly and saw the murder d6ne ? A. Yes. 

Q. Did you give any information the next day ? A. No. 
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Q. But you went t6 diqpose of' die body, and received 
money for it ? A. Yes. : 

Q. And tlie next day you denied aU knowledge of the lK)dy? 
A. Yes. 



MRS. HAIRE or HARE Ewamined, 

This witness was sworn and solenmfy cuimonished by Loei> 
Meadowbank to speak the truths after u^hich she was: 
ewamined by the Lord Adtocate. t' 

Q. You are the wife of William Haie that was here just 
now? A. Yes. . . 

Q. Do you remember last Hallowe^i ni^t ? A. Yes^ > 

Q* Did two persons sleep in your house that night ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Why did they do so ? A. Burke asked me to give 
them a bed there in the course of the day. 

Q. Did you go out that n%ht in search of your husband ? 

A. Yes, I found him in John Connaway's. 

Q. Who was there at the same time ? A. Cowaway and 
his wife. 

Q. Was Burke there ? • A- I don't recollect. 

<J. Had you spirits there ? A. Yes. 
, Q. Do you recollect seeing an old woman there P A. .Not 
that I recollect. I stopped th^er until my husband rose, and 
then we went into Burke's house with M^Dougal. 

Q. Was Burke there ? A. No, He came in soon after. 

Q. Was the old woman th^e ? A. Yes, she was there be^ 
fore. 

Q. Was there a fight there between Burke and your hus- 
band? A. Yes. ' 

Q. Did you go between them ? A. Yes. 

Q. Did the old woman cry murder ? A. Yes* 

Q. Did she get a push ? A. Yes. 

Q. You saw Burke on the top of the old wcmian ? A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see him long there ? A. No ; for M*Dougal 
and I ran out of the room into the passage, and stopped there 
upwards of a quarter of an hour. 

Q. When you returned, did you see the old wcmian? 

A. No. 
^ Q. Did you ask after her ? A. No. I had my suspicion. 

Q. What, that she was murdered ? A. Yc8. 

Q. Did you two lie down in the bed ? A. Not immediately. 

Q* Where were you when Burke was lying on the old wo- 



ittan?. As' I thongbt, befere^ I wm in^tfae bed^ but I thiak 

now I was between the door imd the bed. 

\ Q. Haw many lAinutes was he am her ?. A. Not many. 

Q. Where was M^Dougal ? A. I don't exactly know. 

Q. Which went first out at the door ? A. It was I. 

Q. Were you both alarmed? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. You say you suspected what was doii^ ? A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Had you any previous reason of suspicion of the act 
about to be xsbmmitted on the old woman ? 

A. I had seen a little trick of it done before. I suq^ected 
when I saw him lying on her, and Nelly. M^Dougal toldime 
something. 

Q. lust tell us what 1^ said ? 

A. She came to our house, and said there was a shot in the 
house; and I asked her what she was, and .she said, Buiie 
fetched her m;out of a shop. 

Q. How did you know it was a woman ? A. She told me: 

Q. Did she say they intended to make away with the.wop 
mani^ 

A. No. But I understood from the word shoi they were 
to do it. 

Q. M^y did you understand that ? 

A. Because I heard that word made use of before to express 
the determinaticm of murdering dthers. 

Q. Were they pressing driiik on die woman ? A. Yes. 

Q* Was she mad^ the wotbo of it ? A. Rather. 

Q. You remained there all night ? A. Yes, until 5 o^cIock: 
I was lying in bed when Mr. Paterson came in, but I did not 
hear what he said. 

Q. Did you know wfa^re the l)ody was put ? A. Yes, at 
the head of the bed. 

Q. Did Burke ask you to go out and get a box ? A. Yes. 
He said he had purchased one for to put dd shoes in. I went 
for the box and a porter came and carried it. I afterwards 
followed with M^Dougal, our husbands, towards Newington, 
for fear they should quarrel or get drunk. 

Q. What answer did you maJi:e to her about this shot ? A. 
I said nothing. 

Q. Had you and M^Dougal ai^ talk about it on your way 
to Newington ? A. No. 

Q. Did she feel sorry for it.? A. No. 

Q. What were you speaking of while you were in the pass- 
age ? A. Periii^s I said it might be the same thing with her 
and I. 

Q. Do you mean that you might be murdered ? A. Yes. 

Q. Why did you not go into the woman Connaway's? 
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A. Becsttfie { kft Bt}sliamr.ihreQdfcmMbaf&pe;4^ itis notms* 
tural for a woman to go and inform on ber liusbaad. 

O. Ydq. mention . Ae old iwoman : went: avslt, irt; die d4dr ? 
A. NO) Su[, she neVer /vrent out. of the inside dociB. 

Q. Wii8.it after she «ame back from the doorrshe ftll do^ ? 
A. I believe she gqta push. '. ' - 

Q. Was it v^ socnafter that d^: Burfce lay:4tfw]|W 
her? A. Yes. . / /'fj ' 

Q. What was he ddbg when you romotiif *. A. Bidba'waa 
]ying onh^ chest. 

Q. Why did you go out? .A.. I di^ imt :like to seer her 
murdered. * 

Q. Was your fear created in ooiiseqAen^e of M^Dougal 
haairing told you she wait a shot ? A. No. I had no thoughts 
ofit at^betime.. -t . : :: ' 

By the Coukt. — On the oath you faavenow^ tdcen, did yon 
auppeise sbewits to be mmdered thiat ni^? A. No, I did 
not ,.■ ' " ;; 

j5fr«, ffqr^^ Crqssrewamined by the J>M4Jf flf 'FAg^aTf. 

Q. Was it instontly after ik^^l^ WQWi^^^aS p^Ai4 #im 
tf^ he gpt pft th^.tqp of her F At Yeiu 

Q. There's a door at j^e^ttter sid^^f thepwte^^ -A- Y'^fc 

Q.^1Iq^. is it f^staied? A. J d<m't know. 

Q. When you were in thf» passi^ did asy doe knoc^ > at 
|llA);d^otP A. Not that I he^rd. 
. ft. Whm yo$ w«fi5 m the pasy^ge did y<m keai i|ie< old 
woman cry ? A. No, Sir. 
t . Q. WW yw.retwr^ed in, ypu yjent t<» bed H A: YfSjIiir. 

Q. There was a young man of the name of I^oggan tame 
in ? ' Aj Yejs, jind we h^ » dram« ^ : , ; » 

Q. Who? A. AUofus. ::: 

Q. Then you got up to b^ve^it ? A. Yps. 
, Q. Didyoilgotabedagftin? A. No. 

Q. Was M^Dougd in bed ? A. No y Broggan, M^Dou^ 
g<d, and I lay d^wn upon the floor. 

Q. Was there any more fighting? A. Yes.j ^Bnrhe.took 
the stick' and strock Hare, and M'Doiugar interfered and. said 
she would not have Hare treated in that manner. ; T ' 

By the Coubt — ^You had % bed in your own house, why 
did you not go home to it, and take your husbwid along with 
you ? A I did all I could, but he^ould not come. 
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Dr. BLACK, Examined. 

Q. You saw a woman'^s body at the Police Office ? A. Yes. 
Q. Did you examine it? A. Yes. 

iWere there any marks on the body ? A. None. 
Were there any on the face ? A. Yes, there wa» 

Q. "What appearance had the face? A. It was modi 
awollea. 

' Q. Any thing remarkable about the eyes ? A. They wexe 
awellen and the face black. 

• Q. Did you t{iiiik that she came by her death by vblence ? 
A. My private opinion was that she had, but I could not give 
a dedded me£cd (pinion on the subject. 

Q. \VTiat:was your (H)inion the moment you saw her? A. I 
formed the conclusion that she came by her death with violenee* 

By the Dean of Faculty. — ^Q. Have you Miy medical 
diploma? A. No; but I am a regularly bred surgeon, and 
have been surgeon to the poMce for twenty years. 

Q. Did you go with the police to the house of Burke? 
' A. Yeg. 

Q. What did you see there ? A. The thing I took partis 
p^dar notice of was, &om fourteen to sixteen ounces of blood 
Baixed with saliva, and havings been told the woman had lain 
in that place, I was able to judg^ it came from the mouth and 
nese. 

. Q. Do you mean now to state you have formed a medical 
opinion in regard to the body ? A. I am really a&aid to hazard 
3» opinion. 

By the Court. — Q. Were the appearances you have seen on 
people brought into the police-office who have been suffocated 
&om drink l^e this case ? A. Yes. ft 

Q. If you had seen this body lying in the place where you 
3aw the saliva and blood, would you have hesitated in your 
.<^inion ? A. I have seen several corpses that died by suflS>- 
4sation, and taldng the ^itire circumstances into view, I think 
the appearances identical. 

By the Drw of Facui^-^y. — Q. Have you had any case 
of simple su^cation lately ? A. No. 

Q; Wese the symptem^^ here the same, or nearly the same, 
as in cases, <rf 8iuffo<»tico from drink? A. The'eyea weie 
nearly snorted froih the sockets. . 

By the Lord Advocatb.^— ^. Have you wen such saliva 
and Uoed in cases of drink, unle^ some injury waa done ? 

A. No. 
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DR. CKRISTISOl^, Examined. 

Q. Did you see the body of an elderly female at the poIi«6- 
office at the commencement of November ? A. Yes. I saw 
and minutely examined a body there on the 2d and^^of 
November. 

Q. Did you perceive any marks of violence on it ? 

Q. Describe what you saw to the Court and Jury ? 

A. I s^^ several contusions on the legs and the elbows, one 
on the loin, one on the right shpulder blade, a very' small one 
on the inside of the upper lip, and two upon the head ; one 
on the back part of the left side of the head, and another 
upon the fore part of the right side. I also found pale lividitjr 
of the features generally, and dark lividity of 4;he lips; great red- 
ness ^ (from vascularity) of the whites of the eyes ; an almost 
total want of lividity on almost every other part of the body 
except the face; and roughing of the scarf-skin or cuticle under 
the chin and over the upper part of the throat. Internally, I 
found a general fluidity of the blood, and an accumulation of 
it in the right cavities of the heart. In the middle of the neck, 
I found the liganients connecting posterior parts of the vertebrae 
torn, and blood effused among the spinal muscles, near the 
laceration, and into the cavities of the spinal muscles. I found 
no sign of natural disease, except a very slight incipient disorder 
of the liver. All the other organs of the head, the chest, and 
the belly, were unusually sound. I forgot to mention a small 
patch of blood on the left dieek, and also a very slight contUf 
sion over the left eye. 

Q. Did you consider that those contusions could be pro- 
duced after death? 

A. No ; but the' injury of the spine and other appearances 
'Sescribed might have been caused as well after death as 
before it. An injury properly applied eighteen hours af- 
ter death, would, I think, cause the same appearances. 
Cramming into a box or chest like that shown, might 
^ have caused these appearances. Strangulation or smother- 
ing, or throttling^ is consistent with what has been describ- 
ed, but particularly throttUng or applying the hand under 
the throat, and throwing the head backward, would prevent 
the access of air. I found unequivocal proof of violence, in 
the contusions dispersed throughout the body, and in no 
signs of disease being visible. I beg to add, from the wo|nan 
being seen so recently alive and well, from the blood under the 
bed, as well as. the appearances already mentioned, death by 
violence is extremely probable. If the woman had met her 
death by the prisoners at the bar, the appearances were such 
as would correspond with these circumstances. The appear- 



ances in some cases of sufibcafcion would be similar to those in 
die present instance* The appearance of blood from themouth 
or nose after death may be produced by any species of suffo- 
cation. Directly or indirectly, death by intoxication must 
physiologically be occas'oncd by .suffocatioii. 

B^ Mr. CocKBURN. — Q. Did the appearances found on the 
body justify only a suspicion ? A. Coupled mih the cir- 
cumstances mentioned they amount to a probabiKfey. 

By the Court. — ^Q. Did you open the stomadi ?- 

A. Yes, my Lofd. 

Q. Descrite the contents. A. I found half-digested porridge, 
but no smell of whisky or of any narcotic. The smell is not a 
necessary circun) stance even in cases of intoxication where a per- 
son was smd to have died of continuous intoxication. At least I 
know of a reported case where a person was said to have died 
from constant intoxication, v/ithout any smell having been found 
in the stomach, though it was found in the brain and other parts 
rfthe body, but I also know a similar case where the stomach, 
on being opened, gave out the effluvia of whisky. 

This closed the case for the prosecution. 

The declarations of the pannels were then read. 



DECLARATION OF BURKE. '[ 

At Edinburgh the 3d November 1828. 

•'In presence of George Tait, Esq. Sheriff-Substitute of 
Edinburghshire, 

Compeared William Burke, at present in custody, who 
being examined, dedares that he is 36 years of age, and he 
was bom in Irdand, and he came to Scotland about 10 years 
ago : That he is a shoemaker, and he has lived for rather 
more than a year in the West Port, and about two months 
agahe went to the house in the West Port in which he at 
present lives ; but he does not know the name of the entry ; . 
and the prisoner, Helen M'Dougal, has lived with him for 
about ten years ; but she is not married to him. Declares, 
that he at first lodged in his present house with a man named 
John Brogan, but Brogan went away about ten days ago, and 
the declarant now lodges in the house by himself. Oedares, 
that James Gray and his wife and child came to lodge with 
the declarant about a week ago. Declares, that on the night of 
Thursday last, the 30th of October, no person was in the de- 
clarant's house, except Helen M'Dougal, Gray,"and his wife. 
Declares, that on the morning of Friday last he rose al)oiit 
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7'O^dki^ i^ imuedbtely t»eg«in to bis work, hy waeai^Mg jk 
fm 0( shoos : That WDimgsi rose about 9 o'dock. Dedaros, 
thait Gnqr jxxse abwt 6 o'dock and w«it out : That Gzay^« 
wile roae soon afterwards «id Ughted the fire, and the dec^ 
rant then rose as before menticmed. Declares, that he w^t oat 
abotit 9 iO'eldck ia get mme tohacco, and be returned in a &w 
nwuteg, .M^ di% all four break&Bted together about 
10 o'clodj^Bd the wojooen ware occupied through the dnY in 
washing^^^Pearing, and sortuig about the house ; and Cbsty 
was goin^R^and in, and the declarant was working ; and 
4eclaEe8 thi^ <m Friday eveniilg be told Gray diat he and his 
"rife jsmst go to the otW lodging* because he eould not affoxd 
to siipp<nrt them any Icmger, a« tfaiey did not pay for ike ppo- 
yimm» f?bich th$y used, and they went awity ; and ibe decku 
taxA aecii^Qfipanied diem to Haise's house, to wluch he xeeoia* 
maiided ikem* Dedares, that be tbmks Gray and his wi^Ce 
went away aboui S o^dock. Declares, that about an hour aC* 
t^arwands, wl^n be was standing at the mouth of the ajtry, a 
man came forward to him dressed in a great coat, the cape 
of which was much up about his &ee : Tfaat he nerer 
saw that man before, and does not know bis name: That 
the man asked if the declarant knew where he could get 
a pair of shoes mended, and the dediurant, being a shoemaker, * 
took him home with him, and got off the man'^s shoes and gave 
him an old pair in the meantime : That while the declarant was 
mending the shoes the man walked about the room, and 
made iskmie remarks about the house being a (piiet place, wi* 
said that he had a box which he wished to leave there few a 
short time, and the declarant consented : That the man went 
out, and in a few minutes returned with a box, which he laid 
down upon the floor near the bed, which was behind the de- 
di^ant, who was sitting iiear the window, with his face to it : 
That the dedarant heard the man unroping the box, and then 
making a sound as if he w^ere covering something with straw, 
and the declarant looked ^ound, and saw him pushin'g the boi^ 
towards the bottom of tbe bed, where there was some straw 
on tbe floor, but he did not observe any thing else than tbe 
box : That the man then got on his shoes, paid the dedar^ 
ant a sixpence, and went away : That the declarant immedi-* 
ately rose to see what was in the box, and he looked under, 
the bed and saw a dead body among the straw, but be could 
not observe whether it was a man or a woman : That socm. 
afterwards the man came back, and deelarant said it was 
wrong for him to have brou^t that there, and told him to' 
put it back into the box, and take it away : That the man^ 
said that he would come back in a little and do it, and then/ 



wmtsmsfyh^M ^ pot retom ^11 Ste^^urday evenmg pdbout 
6 o'cledc, and wh^ hr did not ;retuni on Friday ni^t, tibe 
dedaniBt took tbe bo^c.iatp tbe entry, but allowed Ae body lo 
iiamfiiB under tha be4- Peclares, that on Saturday mornings 
abQut ten o'dLi?ek» he w^nt ovilj to the shop of a Mr Rymer, in 
die. West Poift, and w^en he was there, f woipan came to the 
dow b^ging, whpm he had never seen before : That the 
people in the shop refused to give her any thin^^ and the 
dec^rant, diaeoverijug fi^om her dialect that fih| eame from 
Iiseland, asked her from what part of it she cam^, she said it 
was itovd Ina^omen, which m ^ small town in the north of 
iuUxkdf M2d be then ask^ l^^r niime^ and she s^id that it wag 
Mary JDough^ty, axiA the declarant repiarked, that his mo^ 
tber^« name wan Dougherty, and that she caipe from the same 
part of Ireland, and that, therefore, they might perhapft 
he distant rdations ; and as she said that she hiad not broken 
her fiwt for twenty-four hours, if jshe would pome hom^ with 
him, he would give h^r breakfast, at which time the only, per- 
sons in the house were Helen M^Dougal, Gray and his wife : 
That she $at by the fire till , ^bout three o'clock ui^ the after-* 
noon smokho^ a {nipe, the de<?lar^t going out and getting a 
dram, because it was Halloween, and they all ii;^ partook <^ 
the dr^m sitting by ;the fireside. Decjiares, that at three 
o'clock Mary Dougherty said,. .that she wQuld go to the New- 
Town to beg swM$ provisions for herself, and she w^at away 
aocovdingly. Declares, that he thinks Helen M^Dougal was 
in the house when Mary Dougherty went aw^y, but h0 does 
not remember whether w^y or Im wife were i^ the house« and 
does not remember of .any other person being ip the house. 
Declares, that a few minutes before Mary Dougherty went 
away, William Hare's wife, came into the house, but went.ayray 
into the house of a neighbour,, John Coiii^oway, immediately 
before Doughearty, went away, and he thinks that Harm's wife, 
qi Connoway's wife, may have seen Dougherty go away, and 
Mary ' Dougherty jiiever retui:ned.. Declares, that Helen 
M'Dougal and Gray's wife then washed the jdoor, and deained 
out the house : That there was no particular reason for doing 
so farther than to have it clean upon the Saturday night, ao< 
cording to their practice; and the declarant. continued at hi|{ 
work : That soon afterwards Gray and his, wife went ^way, and 
Helen M^Dougal went to Connoway's house, leaving the De- 
clarant by himself^ and the Declarant had Qot mentioned to 
any person about the. dead body, and no suspicion that it had 
been discovered. DecWes, that about 6 o'clock in the even- 
ing, while he was sfill ajone, the man who ha4 brought the 
body came, accompanied by a Porter whom the declarant 
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knows by sight, and whose stance is at some where about the 
head of the Cowgate, or the foot of the Candlemaker-Row, and 
whose Christian name he thinks is John : That the man said 
he had come to take away the body, and the declarant told 
him the box was in tlie entry, and the Port^ took it in, 
and the man and the Porter took the body, and put it 
into 'the box and roped it, and the porter ca^iied it away. 
Declares, that when the man came with the porter he said be 
would give ihd declarant two guineas for the trouble he had 
in keeping the body, and proposed to take the body to Sur- 
geons*' Square to dispose of it to any person who would take it ; 
and the declarant mentioned David Paterson as a person who 
bad some connexion with the surgeons, and went to Paterson 
and took him to Surgeons'* Square, where he foiftid the man 
and the porter waiting with the box contmning the body: 
That the body was delivered, and Paterscin paid a certain num- 
ber of pounds to the man, and £2^ 10s. to the declarant : 
That he then went straight home, and was informed by some 
of the neighbours that a report had been raised of a dfead body 
having been found in the house, and in particul^ by Conno- 
way's wife, who told him that a policeman had been searching 
his houise, and he then went out in search of a poli(^man, and 
he met Finlay and dther policemen in the passage, and he 
told them who he was, and they went with him to the house 
and found nothing there, and they took him to the police 
office. Declares, that he yesterday saw in the police office the 
dead body of a woman, and he thinks it is the dead body 
which was below the bed, but it has no likeness to Mary 
Dougherty, who is not nearly so tall : And being interrogated 
whether the man who brought the body and afterwards came 
with i;he porter is William Hare, declares that he is. And 
being interrogated, declares that he does not know of any 
person who saw that Hare had any concern in bringing the 
body or in taking it away ; and being interrogated, d€clarfij|- 
that the porter's name is John M^Culloch, and declares that^^ 
fhe box in which the body was contained was a tea-chest ; and 
being specially interrogated, declares that the woman above 
referred to, of the name of Mary Dougherty, was not in his 
house on Friday, and he never to his knowledge saw her till 
Saturday morning at 10 o'^clock : That she promised him to 
return on the same evening, but she did not, and he does 
not know what may have become of her. And being in- 
terrogated, declares that he sprinkled some whisky about 
the house on Saturday, to prevent any smell from the 
dead body. Declares, that Hare did not tell him, nor 
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did he ask where he got the body. Declares, that he did npt) 
observe whether there was any blood upon the body. And 
being specially interrogated, declares, that he had no .concern 
in doing harm to the woman before referred to, of the name of 
Mary Dougherty, or to the woman whose body was brought 
to the house, and he does not know of any other person being 
concerned in doing so. Declares, that Dougherty was dressed 
in a dark gown ; and being shown a coarse Unen sheet, a pil- 
low case, a dark printed cotton gown, and a red striped bed 
gown, to which a label is affixed, and signed by the dec]fixmt 
and Sheriff, as relative hereto, declares, that the sheet and 
pillow-slip are his, and he. knows nothing about the dark gown 
and bed gown : That the blood upon the pillow-slip was oc- 
casioned by his having struck Helen M'Dougal upon the npse, 
as is known to Gray and his wife ; and the blood upon the 
sheet is occasioned by the state in which Helen M'Dougal was 
at the time, and is known to Gray"*s wife. All which is truth. 

Arohd. Scott. ,£?• i\ Wm. Burke. 

A. M'LucAs. - ^^'^^^^ G. Tait. 

A. Maclean. 



A( Edinburgh^ the lOth day of November 1828. 

In presence of George Tait, Esquire, Sheriff-Substitute 
of Edinburghshire. 

Compeared William Burke, present prisoner in the Tol- 
booth of Edinburgh, who being examined, and the declara^ 
tion emitted by him before the said Sheriff-Substitute of 
Edinburghshire, on the 3d day of November current, being 
read over' to him, he declares that it is incorrect in several 
particulars — declares that it was upon the Friday morning, 
and not upon the Saturday morning, that the woman, named 
Mary Dougherty, came to the house, and that all that is said 
with reference to that woman, up to her going out at 3 o'^clock, 
happened upon the Friday, and not upon the Saturday ; and 
declares that- the floor being wet in consequence of Helen 
M'Dougal and Gray''s wife washing in the house, those two 
women washed the floor then, rather than defer it till next 
day, and the floor was usually washed twice a week, and it 
was usually washed on the Saturday, as one of the days : 
That those two women continued doing things about the 
house, and the declarant continued working till it was duskish : 
That the declarant then stopped work, and went out and 
brought in a dram, because it was Halloween, and he apd the 
two women sat by the fire and drank the dram, and while. 
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they were doing so, WiIEam Hare caiae in, and the debks- 
aat went fer more (khik^ and they all four sat drinking till 
they got pretty hearty. Declares^ that when he was out tot 
drink the second time, he found when he eame back, that 
Mary Dougherty had returned, and was sitting by the fire, and 
she drunk along with them : That when it was pretty hte in 
the night, but he cannot mention the hour, he and Williaai 
Hare differed, and rose to fight, and the three women were 
still m the house drinking, and Mary Dougherty had become 
much intoxicated. Dedans, that while he and Hare were 
>9^^ggl^g together, Helen M^Doi^al mid Hare^ wife did 
what they could to' separate them.; but declares that there 
was no nmse, and, in particidar, th^re were no cries of mur- 
der. Declares, that after they were separated, they sat down 
at the fire together to have another dnmi, and they then mise- 
ed Mary Dougherty, and asked the other two wmn^a, what had 
become of her, and they answered that they did not know, and 
the declarant and Hare searched for her throu^ the house, and 
they both went straight to the str4w of the shake-down bed 
upon the floor at the bottom of the standing bed, to see whe- 
ther she had crept in there, and they found her amongst the 
straw, lying against the wall, partly on her back and partiy on 
her side : That her face was turned up, and there was some- 
thing of the natture of vomiting coming from her mouth, but 
it was not bloody : That her body was warm, but she appeared 
to be insensible, and was not breathing : That, after waiting 
for a few minutes, they were aU satii^ed that she was dead, 
and the declarant and Hare proposed to strip the body, and 
lay it among the straw, but they did not, at that time, say 
what further they proposed to do, and Helen M'Dougal and 
' Hare's wife nnmediately left the house, without saying any 
tiling, and the declarant supposed it was because they did not 
wish to see the dead body : That the declarant and Hare 
waited till the neighbours should be quiet, there being a con- 
mderable stir among the neighbours on account of its being 
Halloween, and in particular, in the house of Connoway, who 
lives in the same passage, in case any of the neighbours shouM 
come in upon them, and they stripped the body, and Imd it 
among the straw, smd it was then proposed by both of them, 
but he cannot say by which of them first, to sell the body to 
the Surgeons, and they both arranged that they would sell 
the body to David Paterson, whom they knew to be a porter 
to Dr Knox, in Sui^ons* Square, and who, they knew, re- 
ceived subjects, and that they would put the body into a 
chest, and get it conveyed to Surgeons"' Square, the following 
morning, and they then sat down by tlie fire again^ and Helen 
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M^Dtmgal and Hare's wife then rettrtited, but nothing Vas 
flaid by any person about the dead body : That Hare and his 
ink then went home, at which time it wouM be near 12 o'clock 
^ the Friday night, and the deckrant and M'Dougal went 
to bed and fell asleep, and rose next morning soon after 6 
o'clock : Decdares^ that Gray and his wife came in about 8 
o'dock in the morning and lighted the fire, and prepared 
bied^fiist, and they aH got bre^ast together, and the deda- 
rant then went out, and brought in a dram, and sprinkled it 
Tinder the bed, and upon the walls, to prevent any smell : De- 
clares, that he went out about 12 o'clock noon, and was 
out for about two hours walking about, and when he re- 
turned, he found Gray, and his wife, and Helen M*t>ougal 
sSU in the house, and after that he was occasionally out. De- 
clares, that when it became dark he Went to caU for X'atersoil, 
but found that he was out, at which time it was past five 
o'clock : That he then got John M'Culloch, at porter, and took 
him to the passage of the declarant's house, and then left:' him 
there, and went into the house, and found William Hare there, 
but no other person, and he also saw an empty chest upon the 
floor, and they both immediately put the body of the woman 
into the tea-chest, and they roped it up with a line whidi hui^ 
across the house for drying clothes; and they called dii M*-^ 
Culloch and put the tea-chest upon his back and told him to 
follow Hare, but they did not tell him what was in the tea- 
chest, nor did he ask them ; and the declarant then Went 
straight to Paterson'^s house and found him at home, and told 
him that he had sent forward a subject to Surgeons' Square, 
imd he has no recollection of having seen Paterson on the Fri- 
day or the Saturday before that time. Declares, that Patersott 
and the declarant then went to Surgeons' Square tocether, and 
they found Hare and M'Culloch waiting there v^itn the te^ 
chest, and Paterson opened the door or a cellar and the tea^ 
chest was put into it : That Paterson then went and ^t £S, 
aaid gave it to the declarant and Hare, and they paid l^e por- 
ter and then went to their respective homes, and. the, declarant 
on his way home met Helen M*DougaI, and when they got 
home they heard from Connoway's wift the report of policemeii 
faavitig searched the house for a dead body, and he tbi^met 
with Finlay the criminal officer, and he was apprehended and 
taken to the police office as formerly mentioned ; and being in- 
terrogated, declares, that he cannot say whether the dead body 
hd saw in ^e police office on Suncbiy the' 2d ctirrent be th^ 
body referred to; and bein^ interrogated, declares, that he 
lad no coiicem in lolling the woman, or in doing any harm to 
4 L 
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her, apd he has no knowledge or suspicion, of Hare or imjr 
other person having, done so ; and it is his opinion, that; & 
Woman was suffocated, by Uying herself down among the straw 
in a state of intoxication ; and being interrogated, declar^p^ 
that no violence was done to the woman when, she was fn, lifi^ 
but a good deal of force was necessary to get the body int9 
the chest, as it was stiff; and, in particular, they tad to bend 
the head forward, and to one side, which may have hurt the 
neck a little, but he thinks that no force was used, such a§ 
could have hurt any part of the neck at all ; and being ^fer 
cially interrogated, dedares, that no other perso;a had any C(Ma- 
cem in.the matter ; and, in particular, declares, that a yowg 
man, named John Brogan^^ had no concern in it, and that 
Brogan came into the house on Saturday, forenoon, as he 
thinks, while the body was in the house, but he did not knoijf^ 
of its being there. And all this is truth. .\ 

Abchd. Scott. (Signed) Wm. Burke. 

A. M«LucAs. G. TTait.' 

A. M*Li;an. 

At Edinburgh^ the 19th day of November 1828. 

In presence of Georgje T ait, Esq. Sheriff-Substitute of 
Ed(inburghshire, . , 

Compeared William Burke, present prisoner in the tpL- 
booth of \Edinburghj who being examined, dedares, that 
he is thirty-six years of age, and he was born in Ireland, 
and he came to. Scotland about ten years ago, and he. is 
fi shoemaker, and he has lived for rather more than, a 
year in the West Port ; and the prisoner M'Dougal reades 
with^hiin; declares, that he never saw a lad known by th^ 
naijn^'bf Daft Jami^; and he does not know of such a persoi;^ 
naving lived with Hare's wife, before her marriage with th^ 
prisoner William Hare, and he had no concern in injuring 
such a person; and he does not know of M'Dougal, Hare jcht 
his wife^ having done so. Interrogated, declares, that he ha3 
>bra8^ snuff box which he -purchased about four years, 4U50 
froir^, a shearer lad at Mr. Howden^'s farm,^ about two mijfes 
ftopa;*Tranent for sixpence, and he left it in the Loct*xtp- 
house last Monday, when he was committed to jj^il;/^]q^.-<^ 
<;lare% that he had a snuff spoon which was tak^n:&c ^ * 
when apprehended, and he purchased it for twope4Cfe 
tember last from a hawker at the West Port, whqse J^W^ 
residence he does not know, and being shown ^ 
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box, and a sntiff spofan, to which a labiel is attached, sighed by 
th^ declarant \krid Sheriff; las relatire hljreto, declares, that they 
are the sniifi^bo? ^d snirff SpopA he refers to i declares, that 
He gare the box to a tinsmith in the West Port, named James, 
whose surname he does not knowj but whose shop is next door 
to !BroWn*S (ArciRsctifig library, to put a new lid upon it, and 
B^ thinks he gave it: to the tinsmith in September last, and 
tih^ tinsmith kept it in his possession some weeks ; and all this 
is ttuth. Sic: ' ' 

o'-oi in', -jjj^ minhtirgh the 3rf day of November 1828. 
In pr6s^e of George Tait, Esq. Sheriff-Substitute of 



h 



j. 



Edinburghshire, 



Compeared Helen M*Bougal, at present in custody, who 
being examined, declares, that she is 33 years of ag^, and she 
was^ born in Stirlingshire : That she never was inarried^ al- 
fllough she has lived with tbe prisoner, William Burke, for 
Ifd V^ars i Th^t about a year ago they came to reside in Tan- 

Jei%' Close, Weit^ Port'; and'about; three iponths ago they 
^effit'to another hoxise in the Wiest Port, but she does not 
rofiw the *n^me df the clos^': ^Tliat > person, named John 
[rtrogie, obdtipi^d tjie house' iit which ^ihdy at present reside ; 
bt^t Pro^ left flie'hdxisb c^FftBay 6 days, and the declarant 
arid PuSi^ i^llt( w fee JK^ang'^ '^ previously to his" 

leaving the Bdxi:^, took posse^^on. of it by themselves. De- 
<*lares, "diat James Grrajr ajid his* wife came to live with Burke 
oh Sunday iSe '26th of October. Dieclares, that the only per- 
sons i^o were in^the house on the night of Thursday last, the 
SOtb of October, were Griay and his wife, and Burke and the 
. declarant : "jniat Burke ^rid the declarant arose from bed on 
PiSday.monmig about 10 o''ciock, and Atjn Gray madebreak- 
fi&t'for'them ; and wh^n' she was making' breakfast for them 
Purke went, out, ind said that he was going to the shop, by 
whicb sHe underst(Hid him to mean that he was going to get a 
dram, airid he came in^when breakfast was ready ; and in about 
five minutes' afterwards, when they were takings breakfast, a 
woman came in whom the declarant had never seen before, 
and who aftetirards said that her Christian name was Mary : 
That Mary appeared to be the worse of liquor r That ^h? jack- 
ed leave to light her pipe at the fire ; and she then asked a 
Htljle bit of soap to wash her cap, and a short-gownj and her 
iifton^ and the declarant gaveh^r a.bit of soap, and she wa«h- 
OT her cloikhes, and Gray's wife dried them and ironed them ; 
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aud vbUe that was dmng, ^lie talked about lumng oeme from 
Ireland in quest of her spn^ and soon after she canie into this 
house she isi^ she had got no meat for three di^s, and the 
declarant gave her a share of their breakfast ; ThatBurke and 
Mary entered into conversation ; and Burke, upon heariiJtt 
that she came firom Ireland, said that he came 6om IrekmE 
too, and he did not know but she miffht be a relation cf his 
mother^s. Declares, that about 1 o^lock in the afternoon 
Burke brought in some whisky and gave them a ^ass oni^ 
found, it being the custom of Irish people to observe Hallow, 
een in that manner : That Mary beeame very impatient to go 
away in order to go to St. Mary's Wynd to inquire tot her 
son, and she went away about 2 o'elock* Dedares, that Bud:e 
had gone out about half an hour before that and returned 
about 3 o'clock ; and when he came in, he mentioned that 
Nancy Connoway,a neighbour, had said to him that she wonder- 
ed how he could keep Ghray and his wife in the house because:^ 
noise of dieir quarrelling wa^ so unpleasant to the neighbours ; 
and therefore ne teld them to go away, and never* to come 
back again, because he had not up-puUing&r the«> and Gray 
aAd his. wife accordin^y went away immediately. Dedau^u 
that Hare's wife happened to be in the house at tl^ time,.4md 
3^ thai; i^e would give them a night's lodging, as she h^ 
a spare bed, and the deolar^t suppose^ that they went to 
Hare's, and it would be about sis o'doek vhen xkey went 
away : That Burke went to Hare's house about seven o'^dock^ 
and the declarant went about half an hour afterwards : That 
when she went to Hare's, Burkcf was not there,, but die went 
to an a(^Qining shop and broudit him th^e, and they had 
some supper and drmk there z That the decWant th^i went 
home, and Burke followed soon ;^rwards bringing gom^ 
whisky with him which he had got in a shco), and soon aftern 
wards Hare and his wife came in, and th^ K>ur had some spi* 
rits together ; and Nancy Connoway, before mentioned, cwne 
in and had a share of the spirits : That the declarant then 
went to ConnoWay's house and had a dram, and then returned 
to her own house, and found Hare and his wife still there: 
That they almost immediately iieent away, but very soon re- 
turned, and Hare was very much intoxicated, and Hare lay 
down in the bed and slept along with Burke all night, and the 
declarant and Hare's wife slept on the floor : That ab^ut six 
o'clock in the morning Hare and his wife went away : That 
about seven o'clock. Gray and his wife came in to get some 
clothes which they left, and the declarant and Burke lay 
down in bed, and about dght o'clock Burke rose and tw( 
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Qaykwikf, mh^ sifll ireoMiElitd in t|i« hoi;^ §lqKig with |ier 
husband, to^soii the hou^e and g^ the kettle bpil^ iHud be 
Imaflelf went ta a neigbbouriAg shop for tea aip4 ^^^^ <aiid 
broad and hv^tXex : TJbveit wheQ Burl^ came, Gray's wife H^ide 
the tea, aad Ovay and his wife and Burke took breaki^EUBt to- 
geth^, «fid a young jaa« nasa^ John^ Broghan caiae in aiid 
f0t a share «C h *< That the dechMraat .^ not take, ai^^ of it : 
That afiter bffakfiist, Gxay'g.wife washed the floor and cl^ii^ied 
the house, l^e dedariu^ being in bed unw^ in poi^sequ^ice 
of fhriiik ^bk& efae had had, and Brqg^iaQ was in the bQ^¥Be 
most oi the day: That Oray remained in the house all d#y : 
TJmt 3urke was stmielafnes oul and sometimes in, and he lay 
dowH &r a'choit time* Declares, that about five oVlqck diat 
aftenioon the declarant sent Mrs. Gray to Mrs. Law^s with 
some do&es to get mangled ; and Oray and bis wife left the 
deeh»ant^s bouse about, seyen o'clock to. go to thek loc^^i^gs, 
and shortly after they so left the house, Mrs. Law cai^e and 
asked the deelarant if she gave Mrs. Gray oidei» ^ get her 
gown : That the dedarant siud she had not, and M^s. Law 
then said, sb^ was i^mi^ it, and in ^ little after a ^1 i^ame 
in and told' die declarant that a man was. on die stir^t w]idi 
th» deelarant's gown, and die wentrOii^taQd foimd G^y sti^nd* 
ing at the hcMl -of Tapnmr^s^ Close with the gown undpr his 
ana : That she got^ b^ gown &om Gray, anq the d^arant 
.Md Oiiay and bis wife and> Mr«* Hare had a dram t^fth^, 
and tbe> dediHrant left Ae gown in Mrs. Law'^s to get maiigled : 
That the doeb^rant then went home and kindled jtbe fire;, and 
Ae went i^ut &r her husband as it was late, imd after she 
found hixb they went into iConnow^y's house, y^hexp tbey re- 
mained for a few minutes, and Gonnoway told them that Mra. 
OragF had been raising a d^sturbimce, and thededari^nt anther 
husband were going out of Connoway'^s house, when they. Were 
apprehended by two policemen, who said that they b^d t^en 
a corpse out of the house; and, being interrogated, declares, that 
she did not see Mary after two o^cIock on the Friday, and, in par- 
ticular, die did not see her in the house ^ tb^ Friday night. 
Declares, that she yesterday saw the dead body of a woman in 
the Po&e Office, but dedar^diat it is ^t the body of the 
woman named Mary, because Mary had dark hair, and the 
body of the woman in the Police Office had grey hair ; and 
bemg int^rogated, dedaves,- that she 1^ no ki^wUdge or sus- 
picion of there bdng any dead body in the baiise^; and« lA 
particular, of its bdbig luider the bed, till after, s^ was. ap* 
prdiended. Dedines^ that there is only one bed in the bouee ( 
^md dedares, that so far as.sl^ knows, nodiing was undine 'di* 
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bed except ^ "few potatoes and a KttJe fittaw, wUbb liid faUen 
from the bed. Being interrogated, dedares, thaft «}ie had no 
conversation with <Srray regarding a dead body ;- iiid in parti- 
cular, never promised him any money* not to say" any thing 
lAottt a dead body ; and being shown a coarsd fiia^ efceet, a 
coarse |«llow-c»se, a dark priilted '^tton gown^ ^anSd a red ' 
striped cotton bed-gown, to which a label i» attiched, sighed 
by the sheriff as relative hereto, declares,, that "the sheet' be- 
longs to a William M*Kinn, from whom the dei^rant got a 
loan of it. That the pillow-case was used ^ cbn^ining 
dirty clothei^, and lay at the head of the bed as a pflilow, but 
she never saw the daA gown before to her knowtedge.' Tki- 
elares, that the bed-gown is like the one which Maty wo*e on 
the Friday, but she cannot say that it is the same, ias it fe towi. 
Declares, that Burke had no money on the iPriday, and he had 
to borrow money for their break£iist on the Satuitiay morning. 
That the declarant g6t 3s. from bim on Saturday night, but 
she does not know where he got that money ; and, being spe^- 
ciaBy interrogated, declares, that she had no concern in killing 
the woman Mary, or in hurting her, and does not know of 
Burl{^, or Hare, or any other person, being- concerned in doing 
so, or in conceaUng the deki body about the house, o^ in Lifter- 
Wards disposing of it. And, being interrogated' in regard to 
some marks of blood on the sheet a^ pUlow.slip, <fecIiEires, 
that the marks upon the jrifiow-sBp were from her' BO^ife^ Meed- 
irig, in consequence of BuA^' having struifek her'i'^^ftd the 
blood upon the sheet proceeded from the deelarant^^ in' eonse- 
qiience of her state at the time, As <ras known toMirs. Gray. 
And aU this she declares to be truth, and that' sAie^ cannot 
write. 

Archd. Scott. (Signed) A Tax*. 

A. M*LucAs. 

A. Maclean. 



At Edinburffh^ the 10th day of November 1828. 

In presence of George Tait, Esq. Sheriff-Substitute of 
Edinburghshire, 

Compeared Helen M^Dougal, present prisoner in the tot. 
booth of Edinburgh, ^nd being examined, and the declaration 
emitted by her before the said Sheriff-Substitute, at Edin*. 
burgh, upon the 3d day of November current, being read 
ov^r to her, she adheres tiiereto. And being interrogated, de- 



cUti^ that between thiee and four o^dock of, Friday sftesneoiiy 
tbe woman named Mary insisted on.haynp^ salt to wash her- 
self with, and became otherwise very troublesome, and called 
for tea different times, s^nd the declarant told her she could 
not be troubled with her any logger, and thrust her out of the 
door by the shoulders, and liever saw her afterwards. And 
being inte^ogated, d^ares. That jBrogan did not bring any 
woman into the house. And being interrogated, declares, 
Th^ William Burke and WiUiam Hare had & sUgfat dififer^ 
ence and struggle together on Friday night, as she thinks ; but 
th^re was no great noise made, and no cries of murd^, so fax 
as she heard. All whieh she declares to be truth ; and that 
she cannot write, 

Archp. Scott. (Sig^) Gjboroe Tait. 

A- M'LccAs. 

A. M^li£AN. 



The Lord Advocate addressed the Jury in the following 
terms :-^ 

Gentlemen of the Jury. — It is now my duty to make a few 
remarks on the tenor of the evidence which has been laid be? 
fore you in support of the indictment against the p{»nnels at 
the bar { and, at this late hour, when you must be e^austed 
with the long trial in which you have been engaged, I shall 
not detain you long. Indeed^ had this been an ordinary case, 
I should have h^ad great pleasure in leaving the evidence to . 
your own judgment, without one word of comment from me, 
satisfied that, in the charge which you will receive from the 
Court, before you retire, a much more luminous and impartial 
detail of its substance and bearings will be given, than can b^ 
expected from one holding the situation which I do, as Pub- 
lic Prosecutor. But this is a case of no ordinary complexion ; 
and I am, th^efore, called on for some observations, more es^ 
pecially, as you will be adidressed on behalf of the prisoners by 
my honourable and learned friends on die other side of the 
bar ; and it might be thought remissness on my p{^, if I 
were to allow the evidence to go to you for a verdict, without 
some remarks on ite tendency, while its true effect would per- 
haps be impaired by the able comments of the pannels^ coun-^ 
sel. 

Gentlemen, it affords me peculiar satisfaction to see, in a 
case of this kind, so ifull and formidable an array of counsel 
for the defence. In all cases, the Bar of Scotland does itself 
honour by undertaking the defence of the unhappy persons 
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who Af8 broi^t befi»e thn Court accused of oienoes ; but, in 
tbiB case, I am proud and 'happy to see the most distii^uished 
among my brethren engaged in the defence of the prisoners — 
C(Hliing forward and lendmg the strength of their great tidents 
and great learning spontaneously and gratuitously to these 
unfortunate persons. It is for the ends of public justice ^lat 
they have done so : and it is a great consdation to me, in At 
discharge of my painful duty, that the pamiels, and in diem 
the law and the country at large, will derive nXL the -benefit 
whidi may be locked for from the knowledge and ihe do- 
quence of such distingui^ed advocates. If an acquittal shotM 
follow the proceedings in which we have this day been en^ 
gaged, I hope it will be acknowledged that I have only done 
my duty to the public, in putting these prisoners on their 
trial ; and should they be convicted, they wiHbe ably defend- 
ed, if they have any defence ; and the country »u«t be satis- 
fied that the conviction will be just, when tne defence is in 
the hands of counsel so eminent, and so universally and de- 
lervedly respected. 

And, Gentlemen, this aid of able coumsel is of the more ini«- 
porttoce, that this is one of the most extraordinary and novel 
subject's of trial that has ever been brought before this or any 
other Court, and has created in the public mind the greatest 
anxiety and alarm. I am not surprised at this excitement, 
because the ofiences charged are of so atrocious a description, 
that human nature shudders and revolts at it ; and the befief 
that such crimes as are here charged have been c<Hnmitted 
among us, even in a single instance, is calculated to produce 
terror and dismay. This excitement Arises frwn detestation 
of the assassins^ deeds, and from veneration for the a^es of 
the dead. But I am bound to say, that whatever may have 
occasioned this general excitement, or raised it to that degree 
which exists, it has not originated in any improper disclosures 
on the part of those official persons who have been entrusted 
with the investigations connected with this business ; for there 
never was a case in which the public officers to whom such 
inquiries are confided, displayed greater secrecy, circumspec- 
tion, and alriHty. It is my duty. Gentlemen, to remove that 
alarm which prevails out of doors, and to affinrd all the pro- 
tection which the law can give to the community i^mst the 
perpetration of such crimes, by bringing the parties implicated 
to trikl; and I trust it will tend to tranqiullize the public 
mind, when I declare I am determined to do so. I cannot 
allow toy collateral notions about the promotiofc of science to 
influence me in this course ; and I am fully determined that 
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•eveiydiiiig in my power shdll be done to bring to light and 
punishment thos's deeds of dftrkness which have so deeply af- 
fected the piiblic mind. 

^ i Gendemen, before I proceed to detail, which I shidl do very 
briefly, the evidence now laid before you in suj^rt of the in- 
idictoient agmnst the prisoners, I must impress upon you what 
iwiU be more doquently and emphatically told you by thefr 
counsel and the Court, that in judging upon the only chai^ 
now under trial, you axe to banish from your minds all im^ 
pvessions which you may have received from any other source 
ithan from the evidence itself. To that evidence alone ypii 
must confine your attention — and you are . not to allow yovff- 
selves to be moved by the fact t^at there were other charges 
Jn the indictment of a similar description, because these 
charges have now, been entirely withdrawn, for the present, 
from your considi^ation. Those charges have been separated 
from that now^ be tried, at the special desire of the prisoners 
themselves, Sai to remove any ground of objection that an 
impression was necessarily created to the prejudice of the 
prisoners. God forbid, that I should ever in any case, pursue 
41 criminal in a form to the prejudice of the party accused. 
The pannels are accused of murder — ^and the three instances that 
were libelled were only three separate facts in support of that 
general charge. But since the prisoners and their Counsd 
Save made t^eir option to be tried for each separately, and the 
Couxt have sanctbned this course, I willingly acquiesce in it. 
I must say, however, that in framing the indictment, includ- 
ing all the three charges, I did so to give the pannels the 
&irest chances on their trial, and for the purpose of probiiu^ 
to tfie bottom the whole system of atrocity, a part of which 
I. have this day brought before you, with evidence, which, I 
-conceive, amounts to the most complete and convincing proo£ 
In going over that proof, Gentlemen, it is not necessary 
that I should read over to you ftdly the notes of the evidence 
— ^because that will be more ably and authoritatively done by 
the Court, than it can be by any one in the situation of Pub- 
lic Prosecutor. I shall, therefore, content myself with a con- 
densed and connected reference to its import — ^from which I 
have no doubt, you will find a verdict of guilty against the 
pannels. 

. Gentlemen — the chain of evidence in this case is very com- 
plete, and you can, from the testimony of the witnesses you 
have, heard examined, trace the poor creature who was mur- 
idered, from Mrs. Stewart's house, in the Pleasance, to Burke^s . 
,house, where she was bereaved of life, and whence h^ body . 

*• M 



BB TBrlAt 09 WIU0U9L 91IBXE 

wm a^erwta^ camed» by. tbe diivettoii of Buri»» t9 Di- 
Kis^B disaectiogrioom, inSurgeoiu' SqwDe^ where Biirii:eMld 

it to the Doctor, and delivered it to his AMBtut. Tills jn (he 
^enee of the erim£ phftrg^d^ and it is dearly jestaUUied in 
€¥idence. You hare heard the evidence of Mra. Stewait, thftt 
10 the forenoon of Frid^, die 31st October Us*, the deceased 
left Mrs. Stewart^fi house to go in quei^ of her son. In this 
c^ae th^e is no doubt as to the time, fpr it iras in the Sacnu 
ment week, and on HaIlowe'*»3ir«T-tiro cireurastances which en* 
able, all the witnesses to spelik positively on that point. Y09 
Jiave next thJe testimony of Charles M^Lachlan, who lodged 
with Mrs. Stewart, and who aecompanied the deceased as hx 
'S^ his own shop in St. Mary'^s Wynd, where he parted with 
hter^ betwixt nine and ten o'clock on the forenoon (^ tliat day* 
¥mi fa^ve then the testimony of William Noble, Mr. Rymera 
shop boy, diat she met with Burke in his master's shop, at an 
eariy hofuf in the forenoon of the same day, .j|hen he asked 
her name, and struck up ^n acquaintance wA her on beaT'- 
ing it, npon a pretenee that it was likely she was a kinSi- 
womap ; and as she was destitute, and seeking diarity, he be- 
^iled her to his house in die West Port, by pretending kind- 
ness, offinongher bveakfast, &c. Mrs. Connaway, who hyedin 
the. same house with Burke, saw him pass into his apartment, 
iwith the deceased in his company, about the middle of the 
same dayT^^^saw her again in the evening in Burke's company, 
when jollity prevailed-^iancing, and singing, and drinking ; in 
All of which hospitalities the deceased joined, and was in peiu 
fe^t health and good spirits ; and, finaUy, saw her go from 
her (Conhaway's) house into Burke's, about eleven o'clodk the 
aaino night, in company with the pannels and Hare and his 
wife. Mrs. Law corroborates a great deal of this, and the 
deceased is identified by all these witnesses, so as to leave 
t[hat matter qoite plear. Then, the disturbance in Burke's 
house, after the pannels, and Hares, and the deceased went 
into it, is instructed by all the neighbours ; and the testimony 
of Alston is most important; for, in addition to the other 
circumstances previously established, he proves that, betwixt 
eleven and twelve o'clodc the same night, he heard a riot in 
Burke^s house, ai^d cries of murder and distress, which induc- 
ed him to go in search of the Police ; but not finding ap 
officev^ and the cries having ceased, he conduded the riot 
to be over, and the mtsohi^ which he afqprehended, to be at 
an. end. It is also proved, by Connaway and oth^s, that 
ftirke wttit out in the evening, and was absent about tea 
oVlock, at whidi heur^ it is pi:oved by Elisabeth Paterson^ 
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ilutt 9aAe eaA^ m^mtkig fyt h^ %iefilmf tia Atektant tot 
Dr. K^iti I^et}tfe« 4n Aam&my ;■ and hc^ heing ftotti b^nty 

rn^t^ at eUreA o'clock tbat mgbt^ Tke^ k th€^ t^Kti^ 
movry ^ Ofay tf»d ^9 wife, tl^At ttey^ bei^ tem^w)]^ 
lodg^ in Btnfke'g boub^^ Va^e i^iie^lild to |a ebeW^Iura 
fstr tMt nifffiij ^nd tibi tb^ir Iodgiiig6 fi^r dia« tii^kt ^ditl 
frtovid«d And pafl^ ^ by Bitfke ; a^ th«y cooftrm am^ 
piMiculafrs «tat^ by ^e otbe^ tricnesBeig. Thetf tJiericr ii 
4lt0 le^tnofiy of I^terson, Djt. Knc^'g as^isCaiit, that B«a1!^ 
omte t0 him at twelve ot'^lock the same nigbt-^tool? hiik 
to hni hdt»e, ai^ fold him be ted g'ot ^ s^Ject fat ^t 
]>0ctor. You hate idle ev^nctf of Gttty ^d b» wifi^y thit 
on Satiifday die 1^ jfovembei*, theff ibund lyiA^ tiirdef tin 
bed, di^ dead bo<ly 6f the ^cea^ed^ wbdfm they falui de»fi 
the peerious night ib Bike's Toott^, ailve and in gb&i henlhh 
Vhet& k no evidenee that she waa dni^v Yoi» httVef dM 
endenee of the portef who padkefd ^nSKl ca«n^ the dead bddy 
to Btin^^eonS' £^(|uafei^^^f Pat^^ whio redeived it in i^h^^ 
zod paid £5 of the piice to Btrke aaid Hai% — >of tb« Aop:<bl^ 
who sold the box to Burke; and thus proof of every riik^tt«lfx 
■taoce, extsepi the actual; ^t 6{ itaadejikg ito womto^ by 
tke ptaanek; said then diat ii ii^plied fe^ the tes^iM^y 
ef the Haafe&s ^1^9 no deubt,^ were sodi erim^nJk^ and 
who explain jdl the hoii^e d^taife^ of the perpefoatioft of 
thffi deliberate mA midnight nM»^. Tbiit they *]% liab^ 
t» luapidom B^s mdi erhnmi9r I . aehirii ; b«^ ttey only cb^^o^ 
borate ^ideapce which, in aB its pgyi^f,^ would atone be' suffieient 
!xr bring: bdm« the erkffe t^' the ptmneb : a»dy howevenrOfOi 
has theae^ pei^^Ki nmy be^ it is^ wiA y^y gen^em^ <rf' th<^ 
jmy', tef d»eide^ to» what n^asUfe of ef^cKi^iity they mh^ entddled^ 
imm tiiey, Ai^ ^s ^d otbef ptt^ouls^sr,^ give ai$ es^^ifiadon^of 
what eo«dd oiilf be se^n^b^ theni at the: time^^'-bekig^an oc^uk 
crinB^. eotimitted' hi the dead^ e^ night. Wh^ it & piNlf^ by 
al^er unex^pdontribb evideiSte th»t^B»3fke seduced; tMs poot 
destituce wmnml hito h& hoi»e, on it pi^iext of hosprtall^,'6te 
bekigrat thai tiniiitifi pevfeerhealiliH^higweiifr 
whom hewaa in thi0 hafedt c^defalm^in deadbo«hes,a8 ana^omkd 
aiAgeGtSy at ten <^oloek-^wient ^ain «et Mm at t^el^ the sasne 
i&l^f and'ofiS^Ped* hiig> a sn^et-^-'iutfd ncbet day earned it, and 
Boddfi^ money the body (tf the deee^^ed, which has been iMfy 
and sati^ctotaly jdteniided,-^wbfi% isonelu^ion can^ b& db;#i^ 
iEom. aM 1^ 0O4^^ evi^'nce;^ d^m^^r^eed: by ti^ (tf ^^«dpil, 
lonnriliat t^epa»n^ had^peiit^fi»iMlii« fe«£Mii<le^lU}^ 
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ledy with the intent and purpose of selling the body to be dis- 
sected^ for a paltry sum of money ? I will not waste your 
time by going into every minute drcumstance in the proof; 
but it is aSl consistent,-— reconcilable, except in the most triyiol 
and unimportant points, and perfectly condusive agttnst ibe 
prisoner Burke. The credibiUty of the socU wiH be stroi^fy 
questioned, I have no doubt, by the counsel for the defence; 
but giving all proper weight to the ordinary objections insuc^ 
cases, I submit to you that the main points of the case are 
borne out by aU the other circumstances that are well en^a- 
blicbed. In particular, I must call your attention to the tes- 
timony of Hare, that Campbell went out into the passage and 
called ^^ Police and murder"" during the scuffle betwixt him and 
Burke ; and that when Burke began his work of deadi die 
gave " a screech,*" This is confirmed by Mr. Alston, who 
providentially arrived in the immediate vicinity at that mtical 
time ; and he depones, that when he heard in Burke^s house the 
sound of a scuffle and fighting, he also heard, first, a fionale 
voice calling " Murder'' and " Police,'' ** For God's sake go for 
the police, for there is murder here ;" and in a few minutes ke 
heard some person or animid give fainter cries, as if it were 
choking. t 

This witness is above all suspicion, - and corroborates 
Hare's edition of the transaction in these most material 
particulars ; and then Burke admits in his declaration many 
of the facts sworn to by the several witnesses. He aihnits 
that he picked the deceased up in Rymer's shop — that she 
was in his apartmeitt'^during the 31st October, and at a late 
hour that night. He acknowledges that he administered li- 

auor to her, that she lost her life that night in his house, and 
tiat ne9t;day he had her body packed up in a box and carried 
to Dr.'iiCnox's dissecting room, after which he got money firoon 
Paterson for it. In these circumstances, is it possible to doubt 
that he murdered her for the purpose of selling her body P 
And even fix>m the facts admitted by himself, independendy 
of aU other proof, I feel myself warranted to call on you for a 
verdict of guilty. — ^That the woman M^Dougal, who was not 
boimd to* him by any legal tie, was guilty art and part, and 
witnessed and sanctioned the whole proceedings, is equaQy 
clear. I, therefore, submit to you. Gentlemen of the Jury, 
that you ought to give a verdict of guilty against the pannek 
And if you do not give a verdict against them, I do not 
think it possible that in any case I shall ever obtain a ver- 
dict agiiinst the greatest criminals. The crime now charged 
is one of unexampled atrocity-— unexampled in the histcnry of 
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cttiMfled countirieis — and die occarrence of which, in this coon-' 
toy, in my time, is a circumstance which I deeply deplore. 

The DeAN of Faculty b^^ his address to the jury at 
three o^clock on Thursday morning, and at first spoke in a low 
tone of yoice^ indicating exhaustion. He addressed the jury 
nearly as follows, and soon began to speak widi his wonted 
energy :— 

Gentlemen,— *It is some relief to my mind at this moment, 
that I shall not have occasion to go over all the mass of eyi- 
dence which has been laid before you in support of the charge 
agamst the prisoners. We have now been seventeen hours en- 
gi^ed in this trial, and, with the exceptfi>n of a shcHrt space 
ctmsumed in the discussion of the point of form, the wh^ c£ 
,ARt time has been devoted to the hearing of evidence in sup- 
port of the prosecution. Such a mass of testimony must of it- 
sdf ^dtistract and press heavily upon your minds ; but it shall 
be my endeavour to show you, that, extensive and varied as it 
is, it does not amount to that legal proof which you require, as 
• jury, to find a verdict against my client ; and that it is whdly 
destitute of force, on the main, and indeed, the sole fact in the 
case — ^that the pannel Burke did commit the crime of murder 
dialled against him in this indictment. 
■ ^ Gentlemen, I do not stand here as the advocate of William 
Burke^s character. To do so would be to insult you, and to 
degrade my own profession. But I appear before you as an 
advocate for the great principle of our Uw, under which you 
and I, and all of us, live and repose in ai^y — 'the broad and 
l^erid principle, that no man i& to %e^held guilty of any 
dime unless his guilt be proved by good and unexceptionable 
legal evidence, — and to the benefit of this sacred principle my 
c&nt, however odious, or however abandoned hem^y be in 
any other respect, is fully entided in judging of the case now 
before you. 

The pannel, Burke, labottrs under great disadvantages-^ 
He is avowedly a person who has been engaged in the loath- 
some and detested occupation of prociiring dead bodies fior 
dissection ; and this circumstance is calculated to excite preju- 
dice, and ought to guard your minds strongly against bemg 
influenced by any feelings, except the convictions of your un- 
derstandings, aiiid the dictates of your consciences, on a i^ct 
and rigorous examination of the evidence which has been laid 
before you. And I must warn you also against any prepos- 
sessions created by what has appeared in newspapers, or 
otherwise, out of doors. Gentlemen, laying idl prejudices 
and extrajudicial statem^ts aside, and guarded only by the 
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U^9 gS law ami 0f jufltke, you mtiat look itea^j a^ yoilv 
duty, aa jmymeD'-^iiot to the nxany krelevaaat oircumstaiiGei 
which have been this day swem to, but to ibe evideiite which 
bag been laid before yon of a mttrdet bamg« m k aUcf^ 
been committed on the body of Campbeli, aad comaitted hy 
my dieni Biicie. Now^ I mBkAaiak^ that of these avemei^ 
there is no proof at all — ^for none of the witnesses, except 
Haie and fak wife, sEwear to that p<»iit^-^and they ate sa ut- 
terly coDftami&ated — >and have sntdi strong and obrious m&i 
tires to criminate my clients .in ordor to screen tbemsdres^ 
that their evidence b of no value whatever. They are imtre^ 
dible as witnesses — and they ate in this case the only wil* 
Besses. It has been said they ONrrobcHrate tl^ other witness^ 
es ; but this cannot be the case^ for tbere ia nothii^ to corro#> 
borate. There is no other evidence, of the fact of tim murder 
diaEged ia the indictment but tbeb testimony ; and tluit testis 
m«my cannot be believed. 

GkntJemcn, it is the great and governiiig princijde of ova 
lawy that in all cases of alleged mujrder^ the fact of mttrdet 
must be proved. In the higheat sfiecks of murdev, that of 
high treason, — that of compassisig the <feath of the iQa|^ 
the overt act must be established by uaexcepticmaUe end^ee^ 
Constructive treason is not now recognised in otur law. 
In such cases the accused is covered all over with the annotti 
of the law ; and to every other case of allied murder the saina 
prindpte extends its protecting power. The fact of murder 
must bene be proved ; the fact of murder by the haild of 
Burke^-<^fb!r wilbout that fact, being cstskHsheii^ by good, CEd- 
cUiUev <^d impoUnted witnesses, there is here no case^ and na 
edd»ice wbatener, m support of the indictment. 

< There are many &rws and inccmsbtencies in the whole of 
lk& evidence; and Bare and his wife not only contradict eaeh 
other in several instances, but the statements of botb areconl- 
tradictftd by other witnesses wko also contradict one anot&er. 
Thus Mary Stewart sweacs that GampbeH left her house in 
the Pleasaner,' betwixt 7 ^^ ^' o'dock on the morning of 
Friday, 31st October, wMe M^Laehlan swears that it was 
between nine and ten. William Noble says it wae on that 
Friday morning about breakfast-time that Burke and the wof- 
num Campbell niet in hi& master's shop ; but Mrs. Cbnnaway 
says it was mid-day when they entered Burke^^ house to 
brsak&st, and Mrs. Law mekes^ it two in the afternoon. But 
this ia nothiog to the contradsctory testimonies of Hare a&d 
lri» wife themsdnres^ as. to the scenes inr Burke'^s houses Hatoe 
swears that at the time a£ the aeirfSe the old woman went out 
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mk» il» piu»»ge sod crkd ^ pt^ee/" imd ^^ ai^^ butJiii 
mi£e vwesen tlttt<^e nevtr went out of tfae inside doer, nor 
mod out at all. And the wife even contradicts hcrsdf ; for 
at anotljier fgM of the erideoee sbe skys that Campbell did 
lOtU out ^^ murder."'' Again, Hare says that when Burke was 
abowe Campbell on the floor, ami when his wife and M^Dou^ 
gal heard the StU screech, they leaped out of bed and ran in«- 
to Ae passage ; but the wife says ^at she was not in the bed 
lichen Burke was lying on the old woman, but standing be- 
tween the door and the bed. And after all the scenes which 
they pretend to deacrifae with such accuracy and truth. Hare 
says that he did not go to bed, but slept on a chair with 
his head' on the bed, the two women and Broggan being in the 
bed, and Broggan being next to his aunt M^Dougal ; while the 
wife swears that she, Broggan, and M'Dougid, lay dawn upon 
the floor, and the men, Burke and Hare, depi in the bed, 
ihe dead body being underneath it ; and Broggan gives an 
Account of the matter differing entirely from both, fer he says 
AaA >he and the men lay on the floor at the fireside, while the 
two women were in bed. Then as to the proceedings of Sa- 
turday, we have a similar tissue of contradictions. Hane 
swears that Burke took the body from under the bed^ and ^ 
{K)rter helped him to put it into the box. But M^Cullodi 
swears that he did not assist in putting the body into the box — 
that he did not see a body at all, but something in a sheet, 
and that he only thought it was a body, because he saw some 
hair sticking out after this something was crammed into the 
box. Further, as to the settlement of the price by Paterson, 
we have more contradiction. Paterson swore that he had 
seen both Hare and Burke dealing with Dr. Knox about dead 
bodies : that he had been directed by the doctor to divide 
the L.5 betwixt them to prevent them from quarreling, as 
they had done formerly : that he took them to a public house 
and got change, and gave each L.2, 10s., that they left some* 
thing for the porter, and that the whol^ price of the body was 
L.8. Now Hare swears that Paterson gave the porter 58., 
and each of the others L.2, 7s- 6d., and that the price of the 
subject was L.IO. But Hare, on cross-examination, said it 
was from Burke, not Paterson, that he got the L.2, 78. 6d, 
PatersoU' says that he gave each of Burke .and Hare L.2, lOs: 
and that diey paid the porter ; but the porter himself swears 
that it was Paterson who paid him, so that all these witnesses, 
Paterson, M*Culloch, and Hare, prevaricate and contradict 
each othop in the clearest and most unequivocal manner. 
Paterson, who was questioned as a person having medical 
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Mid anatemioid^lQiowleilge, as^to the appeanuiee of.thebodf^ 
d^oned,^ that the eyes did not. project when the suliyect waa 
taken from the box, and Dr. Black swore ^hat the eyes were 
nearly started from the sockets, and he further said .that 
Docherty^s appearance was very much the same with that of 
persons brought to the police office who had been suffocated 
With drink ; and he declared he was afraid to ^haunrd an 
opinion whether her death had been occasioned by violenoe. 
Dr. Christison merely stated his opinion ^at it was probaUe 
she had suffered a violent death ; but there never were mecB^ 
cal opinions on the whole so various and inconclusive in sup- 
port of a libel -for murder. 

These particulmrs in die evidence may appear trivial; bttt^ 
iu a case of circumstantiat evidence, the most trivial cir« 
cumstance is often of the greatest importance in judgii^ of 
a witnesses credibility; and when you find among. so mmxj 
of the witnesses in this case such a cluster of inconsistencies 
and contradictions ; — ^when you remember iJie nature of the 
occupations in which these witnesses are avowedly engaged^ 
and consider the motives by > which they must.be actuated, to 
white-wash themselves as far as .possible by inculpating the 
pannels, it is utterly impossible you can give ocedence to their 
testimonies, or. listen to. it for one moment as the evidenee of 
witnesses upon which you can with a safe coqscienoe fpy^ a 
verdict against the pannels. The Dean concluded by urging 
the jury to keep in mind , the general principle on whifji 
the safety of every man in society <.rested, and the necessity of 
the murder being proved upon better evidence than that^of 
such nefarious witnesses. 

Mr. CocKBURN, for the pannel; M^Dougal, said, that ia 
pleading her defence, it was only necessary for him' to. assume 
what was contrary to the fact, that the Public Proisecutor had 
succeeded in establishing the guilt of the other pannel Buyl(e ; , 
a Reposition which no one would maintain after listening: to 
the powerful argument of his friend the Dean of Faculty. , But 
he would assume that the guilt of Burke was established,, and 
what followed ? Not that the other pannel M ^Dougal had 
aided and assisted in that murder, but that she fled .fin>m die 
scene described by Hare, and did not even witness the atroci- 
ties of which that monster held himself out as a willing ,mi 
passive spectator. Althoi^h it were correct and credible, it 
proves nothing, against M'Dougal. But to talk of t^ir.cre- 
dit^ty was a sporting wi^ mep^s lives and a mock^. of jus- 
tice. The evidence of these miscreants could not he received, 
in thfi^same manner as 4he. evidence of an Jionest persoa. . . Their 

■ ' ■ A 



▲KB HJKLSM U^DQU^Ah. HO 

chi^ncier wm written m dmactcn of bloody ttetne^er gouIA 
be effaced from the recoilectioii of <hose who heard their horrid 
aiarrative. Could they conceire that an accessory to miirder 
was worthy of credit? — and yet the law made hi* an admisr 
sible witness. The man who was the chief evidence in a trial 
for the crime of murder,^— who had told that he sat on a diair 
within a yard of the murdered and murderer, and raised not 
an arm, nor uttered 4t cry to save the unhappy irietim caHbg 
for help and stru^Usg with the assassin in the last agonies df 
Jife; — which was the inost guiky,— the cod, ookUHooded 
spectator of the foul murder-^-or the actor, whose physical ex- 
.ertions would, in such an awful moment, inapart phreray to 
:his mind ? There-were certain questions wMch he had i&t k 
iis duty to put to Hare ; but whidi he warned him he need 
Jiot answer unless he chone. " I asked him,'' said Mt. Cock. 
Jbum, " if he had been concerned in other miHPders ; but he 
4ecliiied to answer. I asked him whether a murder was com- 
mitted in his own house in October last ; and again that mon- 
ister took shelter in his privilege. In what situation was tiiat 
man placed when he gave his evidence? There were odier 
murc^ hanging over his head, npon which he might be lir 
belled ; he came fron^ the jaii and would be returned to it,--*- 
knowing fUl weU, that, if the ease Med, he might be called 
upon to descemt from the witness-box, to take, aiong ^h his 
:w^, his place at the bar^ — ^in shorty to exchange pui^s with 
the pannela. And if they were the pannels, and Burke and 
M^Dougal die witnesses, then would the true state of die 
jcase appfsar and the present witnesses would be proved die 
guBty perpetn^rs. The monster had come diat very day out 
pf jaU, to which he would be again consigned if he failed to 
make them (the Jury) believe his story .'^ * He (Mr. C.) had 
often heard of King's evidences, or approvers, in crimes to 
which they had been accessories ; but of persons coming to 
give evidence with other crimes of a similar nature hanging 
over their heads, the very idea was horrible. If Hare and 
his wife had stood at the bar; and made a judicial confes^on 
of participation* in the crimes which they had stated from the 
witness-box, sentence of conviction, legally disqualifying them, 
would have been recorded ; but being ftUowed to make their 
confession from the box, they were not only freed from the 
crime, but cleared to the eflfect of being converted into good 
and credible witnesses. But what could a jury think of the 
evidence of the n^an who came forward and sUid; " I have been 
guilty of one murder, but want to free myself from blam? 
by impeaching another who was not probably so guilty ?^ 



J90 XP'l^ki. or yflLUAH WVUSJL 

Thi^ Juul^Men the j^pxalid wittdi^— the wrf pictrae^W Mk 
; Toidiig^ traffi(v-*<i TisMe siiectadie of pexnny and proffigacy. 
And then, as to Hare swift; Mr. Gockbum said he did 
not know vhedtfir or.iuit the Loxd AdTiicate had laay skill in 
fbjdqgpemy. Pearhaps ;the Lord. Adrocate liked her faco— 
. a goad «Be . fer a Ktng'ls eyidence;-— but as his Lordshro^is 
back vms towa^ the witness, he jdid not periiaps see wt 
-^«oQian?s face so n^ as he (Mr. C.) did. To htm it appeared, 
that on that, countenance eveor^ mk passion was imprinted. 
She stood in that box,. with a misexable child in her arms, the 
blighted creature of vice and misery; and, instead of casting 
'Upon it a look qf maitemal tenderness in its distress^ she erin- 
eed a harshnes»s\lQdl>rutalit^,.and seemed to eye it in such a 
manner as.added to her mabgn asp^et. He would say, widi- 
4)ut feaor of contrafdi^ifm^.&at he nerer had, in the course rf 
•bis.pctactioe, seoiisuch wretdies j^ced in ihe witness box. 
•The kamed gentleman alluded to ihe declarations, and said^ 
4f the jury i^wed thwr minds to be influenced by the state^ 
sMnts; ^f these documents, the pannds WDiild.be legally mur- 
^eced. . • i 

And in the concfaiston of his speech, Mr. Gockbum ad» 
^dressed the jury in a tone of peculiar doquence and impres- 
Bireness : '* If, GenUemen, (md he,) you have any doubts*— 
you mnst.^Te.the p«nnek the, bebefit of those doubts ;--<"a9d 
ftfter seeing. the eaJiibittQU, and hearing the testimonies .of 
JSare iwd his wife, this d^ as witnesses— good God ! can you 
aay diere ^e no d^)id)ts f It is the duty of the PuUic t^se- 
cvitotto prQTe his case hy good evidence. He has produced 
A ho^cde oi wietdies who Mxe a pollution to any evidence. Hie 
HaivSf the Grays, the Connoways, M^CuUocns^ and Brogsmf 
the whole, host of witne^ies to every material circumstance in 
the |»roQf are polluted. Talk not of suspicions of dangers to 
the public-r-&r in my mind; no greater, danger can be imagin- 
:ed than that of a criminal va^ct on doubtful and poUnted 
ev^d^ice. Though the town should ring with clamours imd 
the country resound with them, you ar^ only called on the more 
stsrottgly to discharge yout duty man^y, by the, exerdse of 
your own judgm^t, and the dictates of your conscienees^-^an- 
isJbing from your minds evwy prejudice, and looking well to the 
nature of the evidence on wWch you are called to condemn a ffeU 
low-creature to death— recoHecting too, that when the public 
mind is agitated and disturbed, it is the Courts of Law, and 
the Juries of our country who hold in^eir hands the balanee 
of justice*— tand that when the Morm is up, and popul^ pf<^j^- 
dice aiid passion rage around, the louder is the call foran etu 



l^UneA taid bi^e^^ discharge df your duty.^ He'ednclud- 
ed by craring «a acqcdiulof M*]>oiiga(ifroni the charge made 
against heir. 

The LoeU JtrstPCE CtEftK began bis dhargeto die Jury at 
six oVlock 6VL ThUrdday morning, and finished about half past 
eight. His LcnrdsMp expressed great satisfaction at tbe de- 
ffeace having been committed to such eminent counsel; for he 
could assure them (the jury) he never had heard the defence 
of any individuate conducted with moite zeal and tk>n8ufnmate 
ablliw than that of the prisoners. There was another consi- 
d^i^dn wMch he was called upon to bring under their notice ; 
ilaBlely^ to express his thorough confidence that they would 
ditedf thek minds of every impression or prejudice which 
might hav^ b6en raised firbm -whatthej had read or heard out 
of doors. It would be a matter of infinite regret, if writings or 
publicatioii^ or any sort of public feeling, should for one instant 
a#edt their minds ; but he was sure they knew their duty too 
Well, to be influenced by prejudice ; they would be guided by 
nothing but the facts as disclosed during the investigation* 

The evidence was partly circumstantial, and partly direct. 
The first was composed of a number of minute facts and cir- 
cumstances ; and the latter of the' testimony of socih It 
would be their duty,— -Firiit, to consider the general evidence ; 
Secondlv, that of the «o<^*,*' and, Thhrdly, the combined ef- 
fect of both conjoined. From these, Ae verdict, upon a fair 
inference drawn from a consideration of the whole, would be 
made up. His Lordship then direc^d the attention of the 
Jury to the way and manner the old woman, Campbell, had 
been bereaved of life, informing them, that if they were satis- 
fied she had tot died in consequence of violence, there would 
be an end of the inqtdry. If they held the contrary opinion, 
they would proceed to consider, whether she had lost her life 
by the hands of the prisoners, or one or other of them. 

The evidence of the identity of her person was die first branch 
of the investigation. His Lordship then went over the whole 
evidence with great minuteness, commenting upon those parts 
wliere there were seeming contra(fictions, or which had been 
specially lauded to by the PubUc Proi^ecutor, or the counsel 
for the parinels, in the course of the defence, But it is uniie- 
cessarv to recapitulate^ Jiis Lwdsbip's detail, as the reader has 
the i^nole evidence itself before him. . 

ji. With respect to tlie w?», bis^ Lordship *s^id they were 
^entitled to credit, if they gave a trtte accouni of the transac- 
tjdii of which they spoke. He admitted they were hot placed 
ill the same situation with persons agamst whom no sus-' 
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picidn eufed; but it was the duty of the j^to sift tli^ 
evid^ce, ami in as far as k was corroborated by good evi- 
dence, it was entitled to such a measure of credibility a? Aey 
in their consciences thought it merited.' Tliey had been t^M 
of the Haves being connected irith other mtirders. Wiih 
what murders they might be chargeable, he did not know ; 
but to a certainty, they could not be libeUed on either of the 
charges contained in the libel now imdet trial, and which 
had not been sent to the jury. It was, therefore, unfound- 
ed in law to say, that these two pertons were liable to 
be tried for, the two murders contained in the indictment. 
These individuals, who were under the protectioii of the 
CoUrty had been called as accomplices, .in the same man- 
ner as associates in robbery, wilAil fbre-raising, afid oth^ 
capital crimes. With respect to M^Dougal, his Loid- 
sbip was understood to express his opinion, that if the evi- 
dence was to be believed, she had be^i an accesjsory before 
the commission of the crime, during its commission, abd after 
it was committed; and, upon the wliole, he considered the 
Itbel as made out against both* 

The Jury then retired at half-past eight o'^clock to consider 
their verdict, and after an absence of fifty minutes, returned 
into Coihrt and gave in the following Verdict by their chancel- 
lor, Wjlli am Macfie^ Esq, 



VERDICT. 

The jury find the pannel, William Burke, guilty of tie 
third cnarge in the indictment, and find the indictment not 
proven against the pannel Helen M^DougaL 

-The Lords assoilzie ^he pannel, Hden M^Dougal, sim]^- 
citer, Mid dismiss her from the bar. 

The LoBD Advocate having moved for the sentence of 
the Court, 

Lord MeadoWbank gave his opinion nearly in the follow-^ 
ing terms : 

My Lords, after a trial of unexampled length— -pro- 
tracted to. nearly twenty-four hours — a trial in which the 
minds of your Lordships . have been exerted to the utter- 
most, it would be improper in me to detain the Court 
with commenting on the circumstances of this most atrocious 



«»s^; «ad I feel that it is quite impossible foraiiy on^ who 
Im attended to the proceedmgs on. this trial, to think that we 
have any thii^ left to do, but to go through with the distren- 
ing duty which is no^ fallfin to your Lordships to peifono. 
But it is imposable, in comddering the whole ciircunuftances of 
this distretsii^ cfise, not . to. advert to that extiraordinaiy-rr- 
that most unexampled, and that attodouss system, which eveiy 
one must feel has been developed by the evidence that, has 
been brought .forward. I am s^ure^. a»d I speak m the pre- 
sence of your LcHrdshqMs, ,who can correct me if I am wrong, 
that in the whole history of the Country — I may say, in the 
lustory of civilized society-r— nothing has ever been exhibitied. 
that is, in any respect, parallel to this case. Murders have 
been committed before now ; crimes of all descijptions have 
unhappily been too commpn ;. but we had flattered ourselves 
thi^t our county wa^, ^i a .g$eat measure, free from the stigma 
of any great or heinous ati^iicity committed within its bounds. 
That there should hi^ye been foujad, therefore, iiot one but 
many. leagued and combined together, in oid^ to. sacrifice 
their imoflending fellow-creatures, , for the wretched purpose 
of disposing of ^eir bodies, is, to the last degree, humiliat- 
ing. The v^ announcen^nt of such a system is sufiideat 
to raise idea? of horror whiqh it would be vain to search for 
words adequatdy to express., i When I take a view of the 
other features of this case, it exhibits a picture of iniquity 
which the greatest stretch of imagination can hardly take in, 
yet it was so clearly brought in proof, that, I am sure, it must 
carry conviction to every one who heard the evidence. It is 
proved that the prisoner, in going up the street after some of 
his usual avpcaticms in the morning, fell in with the. poor 'un^ 
protected dd woman, with whom, it is quite clear, that he was 
perfectly unacquainted before^ Now began hia arrangemeutai 
for ensnaring his victim. With the immediate feeling upon, 
him of the object which he had in view, he. claims kindred 
with her by a fictitious name ; and by pretenees.of} kandnfiss 
endeavours to gain on her affections. He entices her into his 
own house, and there continued his friendship to her, inso- 
much that she expressed gratitude to Mrs. Connoway for the 
kindness with which he had treated her. . He thuif contrives 
so far to attain his object, that she seems to have opened hor 
affection and confidence to lum.^— «he looked to him for pro- 
tection — she felt lie had dealt kindly with her— «he leftised to 
enter the house until he entered with her. She did entfiir ividi, 
him. A strv^le^ or pretended struggle, ensued; and» ^hen, 
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I fbcodlect diftt tbe momeiit she M that Bthggit ended, P 
caimot radenaUjr entertaiii 8 doubt that it was feigned, and^ 
got up for the purpose of entrapping her, and throwing facfr 
off her guard. What did the individual to whdm she looked 
f«r protection now do ? She is. thrown down, and he, with . 
tbe atrocity of a demon, instantly throws himself upon her, 
and extinguishes life in a few nio&ic»ts% I do not state thi»* 
with any view whatever of exciting the feelings, or a^ravattng 
indignation against the unhappy prisoner, but rei^y when 
such a system of crikne, in which there are many actors, iff' 
developed in the midst of this great metropolis, I cannot' 
rMst stating the impression which it has mede upon my 
mind' as one of the most monstrous exhibitions of atrocity 
ever disclosed in the annals of criminal jurisprudence in this 
or any other country. Sitting as I do in dus place, thore 
is little occasion to advert to certain matters that were 
pointed at, and eloquently pointed at^iu the cot^rse of the de-« 
fence. I wfll oidy observe, that witfr matters of sdence we 
have nothing to do. We have nothing to do but to adminis-^' 
ter the law as handed down to us^ and God forHd that the 
daims of science, or of philosophy, or of speculation of any 
kind, shall prevent us from feeling the horrdr which sucnr 
offences are naturally calculated to excite. With respect ta 
the issue to the prisoner, your -Lordships are aware that that 
issue must be death. Tne highest law has said, <^ Thou 
shalt not kill — thou shalt do no murder ;^ and the kw of this 
country says, that he who commits murder shaU suffer death. 
The prisoner must have considered ^at he was dommittingf 
the high crime of murder. In his breast, as in the breast of 
eveiy one, must be im^nted that feeling, that murder was 
the most heinous of crimes. There is no doubt that k is the' 
duQrof the Court to pronounce sentence on the prisoner^ 
and I now suggest that he be detained in the Tolbooth of 
£dmbur|^, fmd that he sufibr death cm the scaffold on the 
2&ih day of January next, and his body be given for ^see- 
tion. 

Lord Mackenzie expressed his concurrence. 

The LoKD Justice Clerk then addressed the prisoner 
nearly as follows : — William Burke, you now stand convicted 
by tto verdict of am. intelligent and respectable Jury, of th^ 
atrocious murder charged against you ilK the indittmenf, upon 
evidence which could not leave a doubt of your guilt on the 
mind of any one who heard it. 1 so fuJly concur in the view 
whidr has been so do(}uently given by my lealrned brot^r, of * 
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^ natiiff pf' tbe ^0Nice, that I wgl not o^^pj the limtnf 
^ Court with commenting oq |t« A crime more at^odunu^ 
limore cold44oodedt cteli))erate9 Msad sygtem^tic prep«ration 
fiH^murder, and the motive bq paltry, wat re^y unexampled 
in the anpak of tb^ country. It i» now my duty to infonq 
you, that if ever it was cleair beyond all possibility of a doubt* 
iJhat the sentence would in any case be earned into fuU 
execution, this is the case. You may rest asmu^d that 
you have no chance of. pardon; and I now would aolemo.* 
ly warn you to prepfure your mind in the most auitaUe 
maimer to appear in a very sh<Nrt time before the tfai^one dT 
Almighty God, to answer for this crime, and for every othei 
irjth which you stand chargeable in your own conscience. 
The necessity of repressing crimes of this nature predudea 
the possibility of ypur entertaining the slightest hope of a 
remii^ion of your sentence. The only doubt I have in my 
mind is, whether to satisfy the violated laws of your country 
and the voice of public indignation, your body ought not to 
be exbU)ited in chains, to bleach in the winds, in order to 
deter others from, the commission of similar offences. ^But^ 
takkg \nto cpnsideration that the publie eye would be offends 
ed by so dismal a spectacle, I am willing to accede to a mora 
lenient execution of yoiu* sentence, and that your body 
should be publicly dissected. I trust that if it is ever eus-^ 
tominry to preserve skeletons, yours will be preserved, in brder 
that posterity may keep in remembrance your atrocious 
crimes. I earnestly advise you to lose no time in humbling 
yourself in the sight of Grod, and that you will seek the aid 
of the ministers of religion, to whatever profession you may^ 
belong. The present charges having been fully established 
against you, it is my duty to inform you that yoii have but a 
few days to remain on the earth. His Lordship then pro- 
npim.ced, with due solemnity, the sentence of the law, which 
was recorded in the following terms : 



SENTENCE. 

, The Lord Justice Clerk and Jjords Commissioners of Jus- 
ticiary, in respect of the verdict before recorded, decern and- 
adjudge the said William Burke, pannel, to be carried froi^ 
the bar back to the tolbooth of Edinburgh, therein to be de- 
tained, and to be fed on bread and water only, in terms of an 
act of Parliament piissed in the 26th year of tihe reign of Hii, 
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Ml^eBty King Oeorge the Second, entitled << an Act tot pro* 
Tenting the horrid crime ci murder," until Wednesday, the 
twenty-eighth day of January next to come, and up<m that 
day to be taken furth of theT said tolbooth to the coinm<»i 
place of execution in the Lawnmarket of Edinburgh, and tlben 
and there, between the hours of eight and ten o^cIock before 
no(m of the said day, to be huiged by the neck t^ the hands 
of the common executioner upon a gibbet until he be dead, 
and hk body thereafter to be delivered to Dr. Alexander 
Munvo, Professor of Anatomy in the University of Edin- 
burgh, to be by him publicly dissected and anatomized, in 
terms of the said act, and ordain all his moveable goods and 
gear to be escheat and inbniught to His Majjesty^s use, which 
k jNTOnounced for doom. 

(Signed) D. Boylk, 

A. Maconochik, 
J. H. Mackenzie. 

Counsdl for the Crown, the Lord Advocate, Robert 
DuKDAs, Esq., Arq«[ibald Alisox, Esq., and Alexander 
Wood, Esq., Advocate Deputes, James Tytlee, Esq., Crown 
Agent. 

Counsel for Burke, Sir James W. Moncrieff, Bart., 
Dean of Faculty, Patrick Robertson, Mark Nafier, 
and David Milne, Esqrs.. 

Counsel for M^Dougal, Henry Cockbcrn, DuNCAif 
M^Nejl, Hugh Bruce, and George Patton, Esqrs. 

Agent for both pannels, James Beveridge, Esq. W- S. 
one of the agents for the popr. 

We understand that the learned counsel above named, all 
very handsomely gave their services to the prisoners gra- 
tuitously. 



Having thus given a faithfiil account of the judicial proceed- 
ings in this imporU^t trial, it will not, wc trust, be an unac- 
ceptable supplement if We subjoin some particulars connected 
with it, which might indeed have been interwoven in the pro- 
gress of the foregoing report^ but which would have only in- 
cumbered the technical details that are, of course, most into- 
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reflUdttg. To i^i«fiepairttcuUra we mdy »dd 9ueh oibcnr fiictit 
cennecied m^ ike ne&rioud sysiem of mui^Qr wbkb \^ 
been organized among ^ «s have transpirdd aince the ^kd $, 
and iu aa affair which has exd^d Jl;he most extntordjiulry 
s^satioa eyer perh^s known in Soothmd, la refer^ce to 
cdmes of a private nature, it seems desirable not only to 
giye a complete and connected accouxit of them, but to col* 
leot and embody along with it, in a cdngk reoord, ^ vaxioua 
expcessiQns of pubBc feeUng, as diese hare conuB forth 
thanrngh ^Bse press in all parts of the country. 



I^xom the wl^db evidence there appears scarce the. shadow 
of a doubt that Hden M^Dougal was equsdly involnred witk 
t^ otJier in this sdi^e of syirtematie Murder. She didr 
not put fordi her hands because this ^as not thepart whkh 
she was best fitted to perform; but that she waspriry t» 
what was about to take place is clearly made out, by het 
f ductaace to part with the woman Campbell, emdesitly 
firom the foar of losing Jier prey ; and diat ^e jwas an a6« 
ceasary after ap^eats &»m wbat she said to the (arays, diat 
if diey would conceal what they saw, it wmild be worth te 
them L.IO a-week. This is proved by the tesdmouy o£ 
those witnesses, which is ab^Te aU challenge. That it 
should have been aeoessary to s«t at libeTty a wretdh afidm 
descc^ion, i^taaned with such foid crimes, to begin aneiT 
her career of ini^pdty^ cannot be Jsuiici^tly ^legretted* 

We may mention also as -a singulair instance of the obfi-^ 
quity of ihe humaa imderstanding,^ bt a)t least of the ^ct 
produced upon aome by the Se^n «f J'aculty^s powecM 
speech for Burke, diat two of tlie Jhry \rf whom he was 
trJNOd mne of tgponioi| dot the:PrbseCutor had^not made ouft 



9B> WBS^ »ORT MUa0£RS. 

lus^case against thai tmhappy man, and consequently ware 
for retiming a verdict of Not Proven in his case as well a» 
thfetof-M^^Doi^aL No one who dftended to- the evidence = 
a$ il was led, or who has examined it since, has been able 
to discover upion what ground such a verdict was returned 
even in the case of the female pannel ; but had the opinian^ 
of these two gentlemen prevailed, and the charges agamst 
Burke been found not proven, Justice might have tkrown 
atray her balance and broken h^ sword, and the Rnosecu- 
tor might weU have despaired of evier again obtaining a vai- 
dict upon a charge of murder. Happily nothing so utterly 
monstrous as this occurred. Justice has received one vic- 
tim, but she will not be satisfied with this solitary sacrifice. 
Others yet remain to be claimec^ whose hands lure dyed, in 
Mood, wd whose criminality is not eitber in law. or in mo- 
£ality inferior to that of the unhappy man whose d»ys are 
niuhbered, and who is doomed to expiate his manifsIdJcrimes 
mi tfaescafibld. 

The intense sensation which has been excited among all 
classes by this extraordinary case, far exceeds what we home 
^ver FitnjBssed On any former occasion. The story, when it 
wits^forst rumoured, created the deepest agitation. But it 
waff ^treated by many as.an idle tale, framed to feed the:vtA- 
^r appetite for the marvellous, and: too horrible to be be- 
lieved. .Nor need we wonder that the most credulous should 
hare, beistt startled by the recital of such atrocious cruelty, 
which £EEr isurpa6se& any thing that is usually found in t^e 
records of crime. The oflFence of murder, dreadful as it is, 
ijB unhappily too familiar in our criminal proceedings; but 
jBuch an. artftilly cpntrived and delijberate scheme, such a 
isyfitemajtic traffic in blood, was certainly never before heard 
iof in this, country. It is a new passage, in our domestic ,his« 
tory ; it is entirely out of the ordinary range of iniquity ; 
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and stands by itself^ a solitiury mdaument' of villany, such 
as would almost seem to mark an extinction in the heart of 
all tlk>se social sympadiies which Hnd man to hisfellow.meny 
and even of ttiat light of ' conscience which ?awes the mqist 
liardened, by the 'fear of final retribution.' In works of fic^ 
ticm, no doubt^ where the wrifef, to produce eflfect, borrows 
tfe aid of his imagination, we have accounts of such deeds, 
perpetrated, perhaps, in the secret- cluuiibers of some se- 
duded castle, or in the deep recesses of some lone and se^- 
qu^tered haunt. But the striking and awfiil peculiarity of 
4he present case is,' that we have laid open, not in the high- 
wrought scente of romance, but in the sober records of ju- 
dicial inquiry, a den of murderers in the very bosom of civi^- 
Hzed society, in the heart of our poptdous city, amid the 
liaunts of business and the bustle of ordinary life, who have 
been, if we may so speiE^, living on their fellow*Greature§^as 
their natural prey. Words would feil to convey an idea dT 
,the sensation that was exdted in the Court as in the progress 
of die trial the horrid details of tMs conspiracy were ^a- 
dually unfolded ; the craib by which the unhappy woman 
%a8 lured to her destrilction ; the artM preparations for the 
Moody tragedy ; and the cool decision and ferocity with 
whidi, when the fitting time was come, the inurderer spnmg 
upon his victim and extingtiidited life in a lew moments. At 
every new view of this unhappy story, it^ai^umes a deep^ 
dye. What a fearful character does it present of cunniiig 
md. violence, the true ingredients of villahy ! From first to 
last we see the saine master spirit of iniquity at work to con- 
trive and to execute. We see no doubt, no waverings jbq 
compunctious visitings of the conscience, nor any ^pft re- 
lenting; but a stem deHberation of purpose, t|iat is t^y 
diabolical; and it is fisatfiil to reflect, that a person enable 
of such crimes should have been so bng haunting our 
•treefe, mixing in societyv arid coolly selecting subjec*i5 for 
his sanguinary trade. 



AmoAgtife other pecidiaritia^ of the jtresait cas^^ we ihftjr 
remark, th^t mieh acts of asvage atrbeity ate nikej! oul of 
place in bo civilized a communis is that in whidDt #e 
live. I^hey ate hot in traison wiidi the moHd tone ef fo^ 
d^y. 43ritnes of violence are the naturid product of bdrba^ 
tism. They grow tip to frigfatftil matuiity in thai congenial 
fioil; and aQ savage communities are accordingly distui^ 
guishM by cruelty, and the mo6t profligate indifference ^ ' 
faumah life. As mankind improve, and as kno#ledg^ idiSfi* 
jPhsed, thol^ crimes disappear, and a>e succeeded by odicni 
miflici^htly odious, no doubt, but stiil of a less atrocious na». 
ture. iTie same process by which we cultivate die int^e&. 
tual liidilties would seem also to open the heart to more hil>. 
mane sentiments arid to more kindly ftdings; But however 
we may improve society and diffuse instruction, there is stiil 
a vast expanse of %nonmce, poverty, and vice^ which we 
may lessen by active effbrts, but which we caniiot idtege^ier 
remove, and it is in diis inieUec^iual desert, if we may so spedc^ 
where nothing that is humane, enfightened, or morale lever 
jsprmgs up to refresh the eye, diat crimes are produced^ 
tJnder the influence of ignoniiice all die best affections of die 
human heart wither and lie dead ; and it is chiefly fixM 
^ose who are widiin its sphere, diat die ranks of crime im 
tecrtdted; and diat, occfa&matty, such wretches arise aa 
Burke br Hatier, or their female assodates^ ytha . distance aH 
competitors in iniquity^ and shock the feidings of dbe age ^r 
their tetiormbui^ crimes. It will goicraHy be found diat 
these crimin^B are not only wicked and immoral^ but tibat 
they are uttfedui»t«d and grosdy ^norant ; livings todoubt^ 
in a d^iliKed <^^i)^u^^9 ^^^ ^^b certam habits of civiHsa^ 
fion diat they cannot avoid, but still in respect to mental 
cultivation, scarcely, if at all, raised above the kvd of «av 
V^es. Wmte dv^ vast im{)orta]ice to society of spteadM||^ 
'ki^o^dge, of bringbg iHl Tafaks under some process of meii- 
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UH jkuitidii^ and of e^tablifthing soho^ wfaete indttracdoii kad 
fSHNn^^, fyj^il^f g^ t(^ther, are ntailed ikt achiiap i^. 
It is 0sdy lo t|^ iray tbali we. Gm ensure die decrease of 
dOTimes; j^ndoi^reiecfpiaQiidlyof audi atrDdouB crine^ashove 
.bees.?epep% p^^rpeiyat^ ;. 

In the course of this tnai, some allusion was made to the 

interests' pf science t0 wJu^b^ in the impefssive iddress of 

Jberd MeadQwb^, preWoiis to patsing sentenda, ihete is a 

.e^lclusivt ir^^, and we wouM on^ remark^ that the mate 

rd^&*$u)]gect is ^taled^ the greattso* will be the prejudice et- 

.cited^ ildr o^E ^y laW be made that would be of die least 

^«erv^» Tbe su^eotvin^oMng as it does so many critical 

rOOnsid^t^oQs^ '^ fm too ddkate to. be touched by act c( 

;ParlJ»H}0nt;; b^isttdes, that the popular ftcment, that would 

tl^rel^be taised, "would multiply the ptesent £fficuldes 

lenfpldK . We^cannot ^NKssiUy comprehend how PaiiiameHt 

;eeiild int^re in^ this mattoTy or how any act could be 

lisamed to mM^ t)mt legid. which is at pres^it iU^iL 

Seie^ice, in sbort^'foay be injured, but it cannot possibly be 

benefited by any public agitadon ef die aubjcct. 



Dtmng die whole counse ckT the trial Buad^e maintained 
the ij^dt perfect sd^^ssessmi and tn»iquillily, ev;^ wlien 
.i9ome patts oftlie eYidence that made odiers shudd^ came 
out £^tmist him. ..H^ coft^ersed occosionany with M^I>ou- 
^id, M»d Vior^ tibftn once wie saw him rnnile at such paarts of 
the tesdmonies as probably appeared to him not tobe. ^^ the 

|i|,;di^ .^our^e of ]m Jtrial we ^understand that 8urk<fc, 
r2^out lQi»ri oliiod^ 'a^d when be would gdt duuter, md 
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being infermed it would be about m, he be^ed tkat he 
mi^ht faaye :a biscidt or two, as he would losef his sppetike 
before ttaa. txme. Both pannels lUe bread anct soap heai^j ; 
and alt&ongh tbey dispkyed no. ext^mal marks of inward 
emotion, they frequently, esped^y the woman, took co- 
pious^ draughts of water. 

Before the jvsty redred, and during the time they were 
enclosed, Burke endeavoured to prepare the mind of M'- 
JDongal for her fiite, as, from the address of the L^d Jii9- 
tice-Clerk, he supposed she would be found gtdky ; in 1^ 
view of which he gave her directions how she shoidd cdnduct 
herself, desiring her to look at and observe him when the 
Lard Justice-Cierk was pronouncmg saitenoe. When the 
jury returned with thar verdict, they mentioned fii^t tfhat 
they found die Ubel against M^Dougal Nbt Tt^en- He 
was immediately heard coolly to exclaim, <^ Nelly, you are 
out' of the s^ape.^ After the Lord Just^4)lerk'8 a^cbess 
.to him he was v^ amdous that pemnssion should bJB given 
.to M^Dou^ to remain a day or two in the Locl^i:^4iouse, 
for her personal protection: ■ - :- 

The advocates for the Grown and the pannels spoke in 
their addresses to the jury nearly six hours; and, alto- 
gedief , ihe trial was one of the most iiiteVesting we ever 
witnessed, by the horrors which the investigation ^feclosed, 
by the intense interest which pervaded the whole assem- 
blage, and by the picturesque and singular appearance off 
the scene. This was not a litde hei^tened by the expeilr 

^ent to which the gresater part of the audience were obliged 
to resort for self preservation against the inclement^ of the 
weather. By orders from the Court a large^window was 

^ thrown open as fiiras it could be done, and a ctirrent' (^cold 
4iimp air beat, for twenty-four hoinrs, upon iMe head&of tbb 
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whole auclieilce* How far this was necessary or considerate 
-we presume not td say \ and we trust no fatal doUsecj^ncea 
will ensue ; but we must be permitted to ex^ss a hi^e 
that some plan will be adopted for preventing a rq)etition of 
a similar occurrence — such am occurrence as last winter, ort 
Mrs. Smithes trials endangered the life oiP one of our most 
valuable and esteemed advocates. Inthe present instance, 
the greater part of the audience being Advocates and 
Writers to the Signet in their gowns, these were wrapped 
found their heads, and, intermingled with various coloured 
handkerchiefs in every shade and form of drapery, which 
gave to the visages that were inshfouded under them, stich 
a grim and grisly aspect as assimilated them to a college of 
tikmks or inquisitors, or characters ima^ned in tales of ro- 
imance, — grouped and contrasted most fantastically with the 
costume of the bench and crowded hat engaged in the trid. ' 

The personal appearance of Burke and M^Dougalhas 
been already mentioned ; and that of Haire has also been 
described in terms sufficiently glowing by the Counsel for 
M'Dougal. Hare is indeed one of the most squalid-looking 
wretches we have ever seen ; and when he gave his evi- 
-dence, he had a sinister expression in his look which raa^ 
his presence peculiarly revolting. After being warned not 
to answer any quefirtions which might criminate himself, ex- 
cept with regard to the murder of Docherty, instead of an- 
swering Mr. Cockburtfs interrogatories, he repeatedly gave 
a silent diabolical nod with his head ; and on his way from' 
the witness-box to the Lock-up*house in the custody of the 
macer, he had a look of evident satis&ctioii in his imagined 
escape ; and he even chatted and conducted himself mtlx 
the most hardened levity. He . repeatedly, when giving trk 
evidence, distinguished Docherty by the contemptuous ep- 
peUation of ^^ the dd wife.'' His appearance betokens the 
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gm^^ ^ffirwt^, ffJbBectf is «il;c^t)iQ]? Ihat of a 1m Uack^ 
gi^; aind M bk (t^a^ao^ur luUy justifies Mr. Code- 
bum's ai^couoi of ]mi9» an ^mbodhiie&t c£ *^ penuiy audi 
pTQ^iK^y.'' Hia wife k a aborts 3U>iit, nmnd-fiKed mad 
^sh-poa^lemm^ per8<Hiag9| but witbal ba8 a look of 
coane aud determmed bnilality, fitting b^r to be a anitahle 
csamjct to such a mi^te. From tbfir demeanmir and kBftct 
it ig peibap^ Je§s to be majrv^Ued «?* th^ sowe of ^e jiay, 
k4 away also by U>ie dqquenoe of t^e De0B of F^uJl^ a«d 
}lix. Cockbuni) «bould b^ve beei^ unwillijig tp convict ^ire* 
Buik^e on the ^estinumy of such wretob§9 tQ whosft tai^^^mi 
fe^ped Q^ore familinr than truUi. 

^^ Th^ honest Iris^Hiw.^i^^ ^nd bis wife, to wbpm a)a«e 
the p\d^c are indebted for the disclosure of this base m%ir^ 
d^ a?Mi \thj8 exposure of tb^ gang of nus^^fin^ angnged 
in this trade of blood, forms an interesting contrast to the 
pi^tj w;i^b whom their miseries made them f<Mr a lime 
j^edrfi^lows. . And when it is known, that in addition t^ ^ 
^efnptation for c^ipealment whidi their poverty a^d the pr^ 
mised reward for seciecy sujigplied, there was th^ additioqid 
§m% of screening ^ near relaticm, tbc^ honesty asiHfdpes m 
bclgher.cbaracter. Hithe^ they have not met with thei^ 
^use nor th^ reward to which thdr integrity and valu£^^ 
^^^es entitle theiOit . Th^both gave their testiipojt^ wi^ 
a, clc»mess and precisioq, ftnd i|i a manner whidi bespat^ 
a dear consdence , and no one could see and besur ihs^ 
yritbout ^ympatbising sincerdy with. %hwe poor but.bo||^ 
people, whose destitution sul^ected them and their ^hfld t^ 
x^fose on die bloody bed of straw, on wfaidi pi^rhjlp^ tb^ 
were diBstined, at no distant pmod» to have perished, if tbi^ 
bad not been providentially the pieiw^ of bringil^ tbo^ 
bi4d^& deeds to light It has been irell observe, that th^ 
fie^$^ g9x^ gave a powerful though iWiwittwg t4sti«on^: tp 
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to put diem ouD lif. tta way until d^^r (teedi of dskimii 



: ^ Sm^ luto^ sdnnetiMed' been east upon the peifiodical press 
far KtM^ a^ popuhr exx^temeM by iexa^er^it^-stateixt^llts. 
in tMs case, no*^ich akxtge csould be mftde. The pre^^ 
^to the time of die trial, remained nearly 'sUent, i^'ffad 
diEieadfiil atid verdiAag crhcies then, flviilged were beyond 
the conceptions aknost of the most fertile invagination. 
Popukr feeling was however excited ; and the interest uni- 
▼ersaHy pressed, has s^dom* be^ efquallM in intensity.' 
iAlt; aa^arly hom* in die morning,* tlie avenues to the;Cot»^ 
were cipWded ; judidous arrangements had been made tbt 
the jurymen, witnesses, and those who were concerned^ pr6i 
4$ctt«Dga(toiittance< fey private ^trances; and due preeau^ 
ddus used -to pevent a ortish and inconvenient crowding intd 
tbe C<^lurt^' Sdll, however, the court-room, which is smaDj 
tnas excessively cr^*ded ; and although very few were sut 
&red to pais the cordons of policemen, who guarded the 
approaches, it continued in this state till the resuk was 
known; Hie^uaual good nature and sympathy towtods n 
^Mftinal.were litid ^de in this instance, and a univeri^ 
dME« seelsied to pervade all dasses, that both panii^ls 
sho^dd be convicted, and a regret 'that Hare' also and Ms 
giiihy partner could not share the i^ame fater AH day, die 

* Several benevoleot individaals have interested thanselve^ in tb« 
behalf of Gray and bis wife^ and as it may be gratifying to the hearts 
of many to relieve the virtuous in distress, the publisher of this will 
inttt oheerfttUy veceive subscriptions for Gray's behoof; and thepub- 
Ijfifi^jeiro^stlyjintMated'tomtfk their sratse of this pcpr nian'« vtp^ 
nfj^t^fpji oomat flpliduet when^siucovHiiedf^ tj^nptert a i d team K 
tatlons to which a less manly and honest nature might liaTe yielded ! 
5. P 
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.itt tl^jBeii^braiftood of tbtdParlitfanttil'iSilpiare mid 
tkrodged by «Bxibu8;gpr<>upis^/Trlio.eii^Agr qiwstiaiied'diDid 
pfoeeeding from the Court as to the progrett of ijtbq tmi^ 
itnd their reports speedily found their way to the remotest 
parts of the city. The imperfect rumours of the objection 
made to the relevancy of the indictKient, and the subsequent 
aec^ount of ^ beii^ i^Q^&np^ ^ ^9^ ^^^^fm»rm^ it^ii^^te 
^fj^. that t]\e crkiinal§i wei^ ^ali>Qat %o ^Hlde ih^f^f vof 
ibe^law. ov some tecbnioal gr^n4$. M^(m^heM:^^ 
^^i(\£J!££:^^. Jl^ from t^e^^pkl^^cW^ipj^gpiifft 
pf thef assembla^ appeared, .an ineyitftbl^. ^m^^^[Uen»^ 
Towards thse erv^enmg^ the numbers i|i($i^a«e^ ; rand aboiil 
mm o'clock; agafig of blackguaa^ linen iModboys^^^rod^ed^ 
to Ik. Kaip^^'f dasfi-room, lU'Siprg^Qs'-Sijuaie^ S^f. th^pmv 
ppge of destructbn. By this time t}^ hig^ i<^s^al[^9KiaD4 
%he 'Crthe^ bodies of constables^ jmn^ to tb^ 9tditiinry p^^ 
£pi?ce, were w. readiness, and 1^ ^t^ady fircgit tb^ i^ eit*^ 
})ibiied quijQkly induced the assailftntS' to withdraw>^ :$i(toO 
pf the mob proceeded, to the college, and l»:oke a JEewtipwes 
5if glasi^ in the windows of Dr. Mamcts rcl^sMoom':j9l^ i^ 
neighbouring rooms ; but the arrival of apar^tif con^tabtesi 
aif^ policemen speedily stopped their prooa^i^ h@fejal9<^^ 
f^it^ part 4^liie night, jk)ie conqoiinse ooiit^uedi ^ml^m 
^e u^demency of the .weather continued, .rand^'ther m^^ 
advanced? without bringinga praspect of a^ sp^§dy'<^liabi» 
^iop, the people gradudly d^ersed^ '^he I|tour tQ 9^Mdl 
iht prpceedings were prqtrac^d^ allowed tim^ for jtlf^Hi.jfQ 
lei^ssemble next- morning, imd with r^Aew^ -p^^jeioiea Irail 
the conclusion. Hasty inquiries about the result were made 
b^^ those ciiizens who had ispen^ the night comfort^bfy in 
b^, and were now proceeding to theuj places ^fjbusi»f|s^j| 
of.those commgf|bm-^.^i:^€ti^ Conrti And wlioflo 

jad^ And pi(k:iipp«aiiaiB£e: Joict^rfcenedi i^tih^y had^^tiiei 
fa^^M^oygdUi>ibomeiii^idty, or Had: 'l^ S(>¥<^iHrui^ 



as to obtato a hearing of the inleredtiiig proceeding at d^ 
expense of a ni^t'«M«iit/- J^he^itiseK&a££dinbnrgh areby 
no means Uood-tfairsty, and^ on ordinary occasions, would 
tijm^otal^mitlm a MliMr-Wng^^faKr escajied ibefeaiful 
d{«lhi4JMlt:lhe4ahra<^«dj^ ^igii^ (nritninaisi; [but idikk 
tm$d ikike'^Bk- dtptci^ied a ttBOvet ti^' feeSsg cf satisfiK#ii| 
kmA if k aiiific^^^iti^asby ^ieinAHdedgeth^^ 
irbommg i^nsidei*^ equatty ^vaityy «faould not ha^e imu 
fifu&ypsmskei.i'ix seemed as if the enoraiiiy of th^ 
0flb)pigi^had>stopped^^ cktftmels i^pity^aadiaitmanisto^i 
'kq«diiliM«i£Mr ve%eM€e w«€i made by a 'Whdte population, ^ 
/(i;');.:ft r ' "... -..i ■.'..:.:.•., ' , ^. . n 

'■I > The ^iA<;e8 of tbe siewspap^ pab&hed on that dsy J«ret^ 
Ues^by ei^^r ptovehaserSy and t^ pcesses kept izonstioitfy 
at^!V7oaek conrid scarcely supply tfie^ondeattitig'demand. It^b&t 
ibaea^ciftiniaited, duM ei^ dlousand^cl#pies, in> addition €9 
dleirJttrdiBai^ eircidalioii, wese^sold i^ <^ne we^ -^by c^ 
fidanhmrglr ne«f^2q>er8 alone. ^ r l 

-'•' i-'^ :■• ^ ^ -^ - • • .-.•■.: ^: . '- .:.:: I 

/ A ^ebetiil >outcvy hffe been; raisedifiir.the.btood of th« 
kdiseieaast fiare^ alid if he^ who is beMeved to liaize beeft 
tfae-iiptlibibimd principiEiI jsictor is* so many ImuDders^ be «^ 
teedi^o escape^ it wSl be tb the.dkaj^oinimeilt o^ the pidbM 
iidJ^ 'erreiy joofifidenoe^ is, ii0i^yer^ feit in the i^fd Adro^ 
cade, iie^ itis imdeisteipdy k ^stHliaetivefy 'parosecating hk 
i]^piirm,taGd'aat0ng as^ dke mffian mid has wife are dei 
teincid kr^ibhstcMfy, hopes are ebarkbed that it is miik ^-viei# 
of^putthigotheiBiupoa ihek; imL Oisousstong have t^en 
pkcp Iw (o^die^elicyiimdli^^adity of such ^ ^course, s<^e of 
vAich iwil be ftcmd.in tiadsubeequent parts of tl)is work. It 
isjiiot>Qui;^att:ito ileoMfe dpon^ tjtieiqaestion, but «ppiu*^idy 
ffiotihingiwiy-dH»y the^publit fe|n}ei|^uiitil.eMler a resobitidd 
tcnsifV^^e nUaitferiregiu^diiig jd)etn^4o tilie liettom be.pr&mul<^ 
gat^d-JsaideidSGMr a&tgasidAticb^ils im^raetiidabMit^^)^ 
made public 
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. -^ -. , •: i ' • • . ) f'., , :-; / ••'), ' \ r ^-if 

A^er the jkiiid, JSittfte mi M^Do^^ vr^att.lKmomAr^ 
the Lodc^ilpfhcaise ; Hare, luid hk wife followed, aiid.ir^io 
lodged, in difierent j^iurteeiite; B^jA^ I^AhmAj^hmn 
seated, iKskenJiiolfiiiig mimd, he said to thejoffieets >v^iii hiii 
lam in. charge, ^^tbis b a -^n^*-- ccdd j^taoe you have bmu^ 
jHe tUl."^ The offioexs had been long iiiured U) mtmi tmfi^ 
tude, to bacchannHan frensy, and wiidoedness of eyeK]rr4^ 
scRiption-; but J}Ging, as he dten wa«, wd^ senl^aoe of 
an ignominious death, fo^ a crime of unparalleled atrpctty, 
h^ unseemly tevSty struck them widi horror, aloDi one of 
them rebu]^ him dbarply fer his eonductv Buxke itafte^ 
th4t firottt.the nijf»sM»it jie heaid that Hare^ had beisn jmU 
mitl»d an evidence^ he was aware that escape was inpossi^ 
ble, aiid.he was prepated . for the wantt; It Nwas^ilsled to 
him, that as he bad for some .thne lived a lifeiof imaMo^ 
pled wickedness, a fair confession of his crimes, and an ae^ 
(mrate account !of las life,: m^Ut be Tead; ?v4A intei^, 
iand beiif service to mankind ; he rqplfeed that fae> woiild 
make no cm&8ai<m whateveir till he had (^suited hi»{viait 
Qk.i^ in})ject. He stated, that he ocmsideied, Hate m$ 
the mofitguiky of the two ; . fec^ s^ ^ ^^ he murdered the 
firit woman, be panaiiiaded:me to jom himi; ai^ i^ he. Jbaa- 
murdered mey aid I will:regiet to the la^ hour txf jaoy eami 
t^oe that 1^ did not shmre ths «aBke f2^te«^*^ Onr dfrthe 
c^Qers^staled, in Burke's heaiang, ^ I think Jcotild^^i^ev 
"wish tp: aee that man forgiven who ceoild murdi8r< .that ^paor 
bttrpfdess good-naitured idiot, Baft Jamie.'l '. Heie. the 
waoetcbefl'man stared inten%> on the ^eer, andjqepliediKith 
peculia^r ^mpbaais, << My ydbys ^are i^^uiU)^reldr-I.i»n aiioai 
to d}^ by the bwds 4^ «man-^I hai^e norinofe^to fear^ and 
$fR A^nbfiYi^fQ^ iAt»re9t m 1^ he^ a^^ 1 4edar# tha^ 



I am ng kitiocent cS JQfift JtdijibV blood as you arfe.. ;H# 
ifma Uk^a. lata IStaMf^hmBe^ aandanurdendr^^ lum and hit 
infe;. to-.besiire'IvasguiSlyineK^fiir^for Ia88igted tocany 
A0 Iwriy to -J-^» and got a ahare. of Ae mdnqr.^ t 

He stated^ in afiswer to direct questS^na of cfmise^ tbiifc k 
«aa<|yei geneoral^an to look after poor and wretched jaftrangen^ 
wbo^^rere not likdy to be inquired aftar by any {iev8<m:^of 
p^ssequenoe') but promptly r^iided to state, till he had con^ 
raited Jns .priest^ whether or not be had been eon^iteed in 
nay oth^ mur^i^rs thim those with which he was diarged 
in die 'indictment, or whether he wasin the practice of gor 
ing to the country for the purpose of enticing poor wuk 
derers to his house. He gave rather a different account' of 
,the mode in which he put the poor W(^an CampbdD to 
dea|h/from that gi^en by his aocomphee Hai«. Hestate^^ 
tfai^ 9&Qt tb0 sham ^gfat was over, ^emm thjowft'daifH^aQ 
herbiifk;; ^aa HaifB seiEed'her% the fegs; tbatbe%ced 
Ae BMmth of it bottle into her throat, and potireid dowDi 
whl^'tillfhe was choaked' or ^learly so, and that hehi^i^ 
.self >th^ :£tit doira upon her, storing up haMlQse and 
^S9puA fio com]^etdy tjbat she diieA in a few mitfutes. About 
three o^diocky he* inquired if he might be permitted to ofi^ 
upia short prayer; his request was instimtly grii^d^ 9SA 
tbe>iUQ^«ppy man prayed with great liNfYou^for a few, b& 
nutes. in the course of his priiyejf, heriitiplc^ped fi>rgiv'eiiMk 
for the wicked life he had led, and more especially for the 
great crime for which he w.as Jtbout to suffer on the gibbet. 
He also entreated diat his wretched partner in guilt might 
be broi:^t^to a foU sense of the crimetif of ^wMeb sh^'Had 
been grflty,— that, she mi^t repent, and atrae, as far as it 
w^^in her power to do so in this w(»ld, by: a life of quiei.; 
nessy i^etf^ ^d honei^ in^uBtiy* Atcbil request, the i^cer 
^reiMl,atx>|3tMlfjE^cb2en d^^ (rf'^the Scriptures, towhicftt 
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11^ fbt.l&isem^vbl to tte' jitixdii:ili^£/riM^dl.l^' faiA*€4u^S^ 
tJie otH^^yto vimt lam 4i'tb^ j^t*^*^"- On-beii^ t^nhMii 
that there would be no admittance to him, he said, •* Well, 

l)hiivr»#i«^/itofy- flw^^eefcs t^'lt^^/aiiid I Wfflr'^ii«5«'%erify 
giea*f ifbt fcftt dayl'* ' tl^^hHe iriite Iioek-iiii-h§a«^i' Jfe ^cOft 
ptegS0driii(e^ ^^»te6t^^^ i^ th^ hieaVy iron« lti^"^^<36liX 
aepadd e#ff. ^<)h ^BiA^'Ay^tHe jfill, 16^eiir^'$^6 %'ai#iriebui^ 
« 3tfte ettUri if ay j aftd *^#5^' jk^ 

iM^d<idli{>idd in^^dide^ ^^W'fl^at'iefie eiidft of ^iifttt^:)^ 
'iniibkto;^ «s^^d ^^fl^eisti^u^tic^^U the ^^pftMii^ Ibt' ^ 

^l»i.toieb ]^m^tfe€( to h^d any d(^^s«itibil >^^h^^Ui^, 
»o«pt^>Iifer spiri^inil inaft^^di^: ^^^^oi^li Ik^'' h^>M^ 
bfotigh«'ii|i m the RoniaQ^Oi^ti^ieMft^ ajnJtliasri^l6iiateii* 
hi» ifesolutioti ti> die fe member' of^tWish^rttch,' tnatdfef ^ 
^fiM^d p^iMiffles he has b^en edueate4,'}^i^ant^^tB^'#itf^t§f 
fafthe Rev. Messrs. ^Pjorteous and Mai^h^, ^i^h^lSi^' saiM 
(dettaure h^ does Aose <>f ^he Rev: feexitleBfen ^f hi^^^wifti 
l^vsuftfiioft. ^ He pays due altenftioii to ]ffi^» exhdrtati 
ie«ls^ lhb'B9ble or^ome Teligious ^6t/k c^ikMAf^ik ttitfil* 
A$em^ %ftd id^ ntalmg tr^y prepferafioi Kr %Efe gr^' ^ 
airfui tfeaiige which he mu«t soon uBidiBrgo. ^^^ -^ '' 

g': 7.1 vH-; -r;s f • . ^v\-' ;'■•': '■•■r- ':• '• 



] The' Woman' M^^Dongd/ iipon fiei^ i^eMse^ fejtttf -tfci 
tocjk-niKHefittse, In which die had- b^n-iie«rf*8d <bt 
tiro day* &r ^h^ personal ptbtfeiiti^, Tiad tfie '^uAaele^ 
or foBy 'to'p*()C(^cd tb lier old haui^' lii ^he Wefk P<^ 
ttKl'^v^n 4;(>^ venture' to the strefet. ' She wwi qtJBat 



to I^ immWiitayi rtff<w»l^ aii4 .?«ti «9?«<^qrf^,fbfl ij/» 
cohveyed to the watch-house. ., .^he ni0\> ^jyaqre^s^ j^^f 
somewhat alarming size for the slender force that was sta< 
tioned there, and the officersJiad.to resort to an exp^ent to 
prevent an assault. A ladder was placed at a back window, by 
which it was pretended t)^t she ^^ descended ; this induced 
the'^populace to depart, when she was et carted to the. head 
office* Since then jdbe b^St J)#e)% ^y^r^l jtimes ;<xpQ^fe4^ to 
fosiilar dabger^^asd as pftto f^sc^e^ Ji^ ibe police ofi^pera 
FinOmg! iik kmtf xdfM|ses[ too jfd^ph ^xasp^?$l}e^ jilk^W :h£^ 
Ip live in safety ]a[;!^«^btirgh«.ahe left i^ so^ ^o^^e^ Ui 
the village o£ B^dii^ng in Stirlingsbure!, ?f heire her i|it^er : ifi 
iK>w<iejetiled.^ It is jst^.that she has 8|QC^.|eft tba^ yi^l^e^ 
andik Uvii^ m GlJ»gi9W ^ith Con$taatiiiB Bttrk^. * . ^ 

.. On^.S^nday^iifter hei* confiiieme^Ja iixe IjftiJHip.m 
formerly .4€tailed» this ytetched ,wo^aa xelated a horiiblej 
butjafddivsible stony ^ to ot0 of.^e^ubalterps. of aiitho«> 
rity. She.statcfd, that;0^e nigh|^ -Burke and |I§r^ wei!^ 
cardusing in Olio of th0 apfirtiflentj^ rf 11%^ Q-g ./h^^oto 
iha^ttbles,' osk the |frofil^ of; Sk ifeceut ;i»urderV^ . Jji\jli# 
QGaBst:.of thbiir .uilhaUowcfd 6tgie^; H^^e raided |i^ hwi^ 
ftnditt/iiifit of fiendish ^ult^fio^l, state4_tiut;|;fe^ 
eottld neyerwanft iridney, : for, wlieft thjey were »t ^ fesslflj^ 
*:4 dl^bt^'^ (fli bcidy for figsecjtio^i) jtheyl would m^?^ Hud 
sell, first oie and; then thfe oth^ of thehc own wive^, \ J^^^g 
^ the a^^oinjng apartment the femalies otyerhe^r^ and w^^ 
petrified by this horrible rei^olutioia; ad they heid every xes^ 
mi^io be assured that the nionEflers :wouM qert^n^ carrj^ 
Uinio €sfect : A dbcassionpf scw^ length ^ns^, ^^ 
Hi(|e (finiljy sudce^d^ in J^^cm^du^ ^url^e to «(oi^o|^ 
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ihdtild be the first victim. * iSenee, tfals woiiuBn;iBiay be sup* 
posted to hare ly in as immineiit a risk of a viidfent dqath bjr 
the haiids of her inthuman husbawl) as she did of an iga^ 
mimoua end on H^e gaQows. 



ANOTHER ACCOUITT. 

' When Burke was remoyed from the Court-room to die 
Lock-up house, he was considerably agitated, and throwing 
Umsdf upon hii^ knees, addressed a prayer to Ood, whom 
he had so grierously offended During tbe rest of. the dxf 
he was composed, and eren spoke cheerftdly to the police* 
man who had the charge of him. He ei^essed his joy at 
the acquittal of M^Dougd. He also said that Ae Iriahw** 
man was murdered, not by him, but by Hare, in the man- 
ner described' in Harems testimony ; but admitted that, dur- 
ing the shocking operation he held her hands. He confess- 
ed that he had participated in mt^y more murders than 
A^se be had be^n indicted fof ; and said, that after, bia 
n^d was composed, he would make disclosures which 
would implicate several others besides Hare and his w^, in 
the samef crimes as those for which he was doomed to die. He 
was asked how did he feel when he was pursuing^ his juost hop* 
rible i^Tdcation ? He replied, that in his waking mom^ila 
he h^ no feeling, but that when he ' dept he b^'ftightfut 
dreams, winch previously he had' been unaccustdmed/to; 
The fact is, that wh^n awake, by means of jurdent spirits, 
he steeped his senses in forgetfiilness '; and his excesrive use 
of qarits accounts fpr his absolute p^ntiry: at the time of hw 
being' apprehended. He expressed a wish that one of- )m 
Counsd^ whom he mentioned, would ca9«.u{K>|ifaiBi,-lkU 



WEST PORX MURDERS. 113 

he might furnish him with nates of his life and adrenturetf, 
as he was desirous to have his history published. At night, 
he had short fits of sleep, during which he raved, but his 
expressions were inarticulate, and he grinded his teeth in 
the most fearful manner. Whenever he awoke he was in a 
frantic state, but always recovered his composure ; and in 
the course of the evening he read two chapters of the Bible. 
At two o'clock on Friday morning he w^s removed in a 
coach to the Calton Hill Jail, and put upon the gad. 



CONDUCT IK JAIL« 

Burke since he went to Jail has been remarkably com-^ 
posed and devout. He has observed that he is by no 
means a bigot in religion ; that besides Popish churches, he 
had, when a soldier, attended Presbyterian, Episcopalian, 
and Methodist ones, with the peculiar tenets of all which he 
appears to be perfectly conversant* He says that he has 
received instruction from good men of every faith ; and that 
'* real repentance and a strong belief)^ are sufficient to en- 
sure salvation. 

He mentioned at first that he would wish to have a 
dergyman to attend him ; and upon bdng asked of what 
p^suasion he would like him to be, expressed indiderence . 
upon that point, but wished only one who would point out 
the way to salvation. He received the visits of die Reve- 
rend M^. Marshall, minister of the Tolbooth Church, with 
whose ministrations he expressed himself muqh satisfied, 
and of the Reverend Mr. Porteous, chaplain of the Jail. 
One day Mr. Marshall, and the Reverend Mr, Stuart, C^ 
tholSc priest, calle4 to see him ; and upon beii^ asked 
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which he would wish to converse with, r he replied that he 
would have both ; he has also received visits from the 
Reverend Bishop Paterson, and the Reverend Mt, Beid, 
Catholic priests ; latterly, since the visits of clergymen of 
his own persuasion, he has declined those of Mr; Marohally 
and they have consequently been discontinued. Whether 
it be that the horrors of his wretched death haVe been miti- 
gated in the contemplation by the femiliarity with it, which 
time mustp]fdduce ftftet the first shuddering sensations have 
passed away and left a comparatively apathetic calmness, 
certain it is, that he now displays less concern about the sin 
than he did during the first few days ; he is penitent because 
his crimes have been detected and punishment awarded; 
but were not this the case, in all probability he would think 
little of the heinousness of the ofiences* 

He continues to be particularly anxious that his associate 
Hare should be brought to trial, and receive tlw punish- 
ment he merits for his misdeeds, but asserts that it is 
not from any vindictive or revengeful feeling that be 
cherishes towards him, but from motives of humanity. 
When conversing lately upon the subject, he stated hid' 
perfect conviction, that if Hare should again be let lome^, 
upon society, he would recommence his murderous career 
i^hen he wanted money ; at the same time he declared fflat 
lie was afraid the spirits of his future victims would reproacKt* 
him in the i^egions of bliss, for not having taken means to 
get Hare executed, and thereby preventing their violent and: 
untimely deaths. 

A day or two after conviction he sent his watch and whait. 
money he possessed to M'Dougal; and when informed th^t. 
his mission was executed, expressed satisfaction, and ob^ 
served, t' poor - thiiig it is all I have to give her^ it will be; 
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of mmt use to her, and I will not need it.*" He speifcs 'm 
terms of great affection towards her, and anticipates that she 
will be allowed to hare ant interview with him befcnre h^ 
suffers. 

He is free and communicatiye to those who are nece&p 
sarily about him, though strangers coming from motives of 
tmriosity are excluded. Had liberty been afforded to the 
turnkeys to admit those who came, they might have clesured 
a handsotne sum : so much as two guineas has been offered 
for admittance.' He is watched day and night: and 
throughout the night it is ascertained every half hour that 
the watchman does not slw^ber at his post. Any thing 
hy which self destruction could possibly be effected is sedu- 
lously kept out of his way. 

He is, afflicted with a cancer which has been incorrectly 
stated to have been produced by a bite from Daft Jamie, 
It is of long standing, and distresses him much, and 
would, in ail probability, have ended his days at no dis- 
tant period, if he had escaped the gaUows ; and . there i^ 
little doubt that Hare would have had no compunction in 
transferring his comrade'*s body to the dissecting rooms, as 
well as those he had so frequently trafficked in. This sore 
keeps him in great pain, and along with some of the ad- 
juncts of prison fare and treatment, tends to divert his 
minci from his spiritual state to his bodily discomfort. The 
condemned cell, as he observed, is but a comfortless place, 
cold and cheerless and dreary, where hope, at least in such 
a case as his, never enters to enliven it ; chained in such a 
place to the gad — much confinement to bed is necessary to 
produce a little warmth, especially at this season ; while 
coarse bread and cold water are but unpalatable/oodfor one 
who was accustomed to spend his profli^te gain^ iq dq<r 
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bauchery and drunkenneaB. The very. depnv«Kioii of arde^ • 
apurks must be fdt as an intolerable gri^anoe, and while ii 
is prop^ly withheld, food, that could . in some ' d^ree 
supply the craving for stimulants that such a long course of 
indulgence cannot fail to have produced, might surely be 
affisrd^. It is not fronif any notion that his appetite should 
be pampered that we mention tliis^ but &om a desiile that a 
man in his awfiil situation, standing, on the brink df eter^ 
nity, and to whom a fey^ calm days may be <^ eternal im<^ 
port, should not have, his mind distracted by any needless 
bodily mortifications. The law in this part of the islalid hu- 
manely allows a period for the purpose of giving an op- 
portunity of repentance to the criminal, and time to make up 
bis peace with God, while it at the same time anmexes con- 
ditions which in some degree renders the indulgence nii^pa- 
tory for the purpose. The statute is a British one, and 
probably the legislators did not contemplate tbat an interval 
of six weeks should be qpent upon this hard regimen. 

Captain Rose, die Governor .of the Jail, does all that hu- 
manity wtates to alleviate his situation. 



IIARE S BBHAVlOUR. 

When the officers were removing;. Hare from the Court- 
house to the Calton-hill jaQ, he is reported, to the horror 
even of those men accustomed to vice in its most hardened 
and depraved forms, to have been seized with a fijt of dia- 
bolical glee at his fknded escape from justice. There is 
something awfrdly appalling in the merriment of a being 
who a few minutes brfore, had, to save himself from a 
merited fete on the gaUows, by his testimony consigned his 
guilty partner to an ignominious death,*-^the comrade too 
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whom he -faad luted to the commisftioii of the eiimes; and 
kistracted m the ^manner of executittg thein. It might even 
baye been supposed, that the recollection x^ the appearanct 
he made in the witness^ box, when he could only esc^e from ^ ' 
the avowal of numberless murders, by skulking under the 
privilege of his sittmtioti, would haVe prevented hiis Hn- 
«eas(mable mirth. His wife abd he hav^ ilince been kept ill 
<»>nfinement, and inquiries have been instituted, appatentljr 
for the purpose of attempting to proVe sctee of the^ nume* 
•xous charges of murders alleged «gainst him, ^hid>, aMuni^ 
unauthenticated and unproved, have assumed sUich a ishape 
as to be worthy of official investigation. 

7 

Stories have been s^it abroad of his inxiety to shun the 
public gaze; and muffling himself under the bed-clothes when 
visited by the authorities. Usually, however, he shows no 
«uch indisposition to publicity ; bitt amuses himself In the 
airing ground attached to the ward, along irfth the othclr 
prisoners confined in it, and exhibits no disinclination to be 
looked at. He has the appearance of the gi^a^st effiron- 
tery ; and whether from design dr apathy, appears uncon- 
scious of his being remarkable, or that there is any thing about 
him that could satisfy curiosity. Htt is generally disliked by 
the prisoners, who, whatever may be their crimes, naturally 
share in the universal aversion that causes any person, pre- 
serving even a small portion of the otdiiiOTy feelings of hu- 
manity, to shrink from contact with a deep-dyed murderet. 
Joined to the horror of such companionship, another means 
of annoyance accompanies Hare; the w«rd is the greatest 
object of attraction to the numerous visitors to the jiiii, and 
a groupe ifif generally waiting his appearance; the oth^r 
prisoners are thufe either prevented from toking their tld^l 
exercise, or subjected to the gaze of the assemblage: "t^) 
obviate this fts much as possible, they are in the custom of 
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ehovii^ Hare forward, and foreiag him to siudsfy the public 
curiosity, and thus rid*rfthem of the annoyance for a 
season. 



It gives us no small pleasure to be able to inf<»m the pub* 
lie, that the Lord Advocate has caused inqmries respecting 
these atrocious murders to be resumed with renovated zeal 
srid activity ; and it is said that Mr. Peel, Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, has communicated with 
his Lordship, requesting that the matter should undergo 
a complete investigation. On one day no less than se- 
ven individuals, including four resurrectionists, and three 
persons who were in the habit of frequenting Hare's honse, 
were examined ; the different anatomical lecturers and va- 
'tious medical gentlemen have likewise been exacmined. 
We may also mention that one of the macers of the High 
Court of Justiciary has apprehended a woman in Glasgow, 
who had been servant to Hare, and there are no dight 
grounds to hope, that she and the others will unfold a tale of 
horroi, which will cause a jury to consign that acknowledged 
murderer to the ignominious death he deserves. He is be- 
ginning to get remarkably uneasy in his confinement ; and 
his anxious inquiries at the turnkeys in the ja,il, the decline 
of his health, and the dogged silence he maintains, evince 
that be is labouring, as he wdl may, under the most serious 
apprehension. 

Public clamour is also loud against him and his wife; 
and every one is anxious, if it were at all possible, that cri- 
minal proceedings should be commenced against them. We 
hme no doubt, however, that those who have so successful- 
ly investigated and brought io light those foul proceedings, 
will anxiously deliberate^ and firmly resolve, on what is best 
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to be done. They have before them all the evidence, and to 
their sound discretion the whole matter may be safely 
left 

It is stated upon good authority, that measures have been 
taken, with the sanctioji and by the authority of the nearest 
kindred of James Wilson, commoidy called " Daft Jamie,^ 
for investigating into the cause and manjier df his death? 
and,, if possible, bringing: those concerned in hi^ allegi^l 
murder to puni^bmeiit. For this purpose, an able and 
active agent has been employed, and Mr. Jefl&ey, we under- 
stand, is already retained as senior counsel for the intended 
prosecution, while other eminent counsel hav^ also been 
retained. 

. The public at large are making anxious and universal' 
inquiry after Pateison. This man, instead of checking at 
once the course of murder^ and bringing the murderers to 
justice, encouraged the homicides and profited by the horrid 
traffic. Had he procured only such bodies as were indis- 
pensable for his employer's hall, dire necessity might have 
been urged as a slight palliation of his odious conduct, but 
he enjoined the assassins to " procure as many subjects as 
they could,"" " asked no questions,"" and it is beyond dis- 
pute, that he offered the body of the woman Docherty to an 
eminent lecturer in town for L.15, who spurned the pro- 
posal with merited indignation and contempt. It was proved 
on Burke's trial that he never paid more than L.IO for a 
body, and had this gentleman accepted his offer, here was at 
once a profit to Paterson of L.5. It will ever be regretted 
if no severer punishment than universal reprobation and ab* 
horrence overtake this wholesale dealer in the bodies of his 
murdered fellow subjects. He has not absconded, as has 
been reported, though discharged from Dr. Knox's service ; 
he is still in Edinburgh. 
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Great numbers have been attracted to ' the habitations of 
Burke and Hare, where the slaughters were carried on. 
Mr. Alston, the witness on the trid, who has the key of 
Burke^s den, has been much annoyed by the multitudes who 
have beset him for admission. He has somewhat unusu^ 
punctilios against making profit by the transaction, and, 
riot unreasonably, is unwilling to be farther troubled. In- 
deed, littie damage could be done now though the doors of 
both houses were thrown open, and the public freely ad- 
mtted ; the places are completdy dismantled, and only the 
bare walls remaining. The only danger to be feared is, that 
the eagerness to procure reliques, which has been so strange- 
ly manifested, should induce some individuals to break up 
the doors and windows. Great anxiety has been shown to 
be possessed of some article or other which belonged to the 
peerless criminals ; one man boasts that he has got Burke^s 
hammer; another that he has obtained that invaluable ar- 
tide Harems whisky bottle ; a third has had the marvdloits 
good fortune to secure Burke^s cane, while others have ac- 
tually carried off small piecei^ of wood, in order to be con- 
verted into snuff-boxes, or some articles of fancy. Here's 
furniture, if the trumpery sticks that decor&ted his walls and 
mippliedthe place of furniture can be called such, has been' 
safely deposited in an adjacent cellar, which is securely pad- 
lodged, and all chance of a curiosity-monger getting access to 
the precious store excluded. In the late ease (^ Cord^, the 
rope that hanged the criminal was said to have been sold at 
the rate of a guinea per incli, and if the Edinburgh hai^man 
be as well acquainted with the art of tummg the penny as bis 
southemprototype,he may possibly contrive to supply as ku^ 
It demand as the taste of thie public creates at the same tate^ 
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BFMGES MOITSE IPlRcDM THE BACK COURT . 

A . Biuke's "V&ndo^w . 

B . Back entrance. \\iiere tte Bodies were Ijrouglit out . 
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4^ ^Bjiigftc^us ffivm^^g^ -whj^ is troubled witk none of Mr> 
A^^n'9 scrupJLes, observing th^t; fare's bouse v^ an obf, 
jfB/Gt of gs^at «t|ti;«jctipni rented it for a, specific time^ an4 
idiM)^ il; for a trifle to 1^ visitor?. His (Bpecula^tioH will pro-t 
l^ftbjj b^ s^ {H-Qj^taWe one^ ^ scores sap £req^wtly waiting 
^^ toim &r ^ubpaittance. r 

^$h l^ae^ seein adiQirably adapted ^ tbe deeds of 
4aQ^cnps^ t}^t "^re carried on in them ; a Mppier choice 
covdd scarcely have been made, although the occupation 
of them had been the result of design instead of accident, 
9# it c^s^Wy wi»s in BuiteV cuser ^i|;uatjed in the heart 
$f a smuxmrng population^ . and tl^ rff^ort pf ev^ry sort of 
rBgtmty %k^ sgie ^till retired an(i fgiaiit fi;ai|i obscrvar 
tion* Im 9ipffi^fki^g Bucbe\9 you en^er a rj^spectaUe 
lo^lpQg imi §IGm ll^ isjbreetji and prqcced akmg a pas^ 
^e and ttll^ dlg^Bo^ a^ stair., «nd turning to the ri^t a 
pftfsftgefeftcb ls> .d?^ 4o«r, wbicb is very near to Connaway^s 
•od idn)i#st 4ifejC% opii^o^e'to Mri^. Law>;. a dad^ passage 
mfith^fthejifc^ loa^ .to tb^ r^qm ; to this passage the wo^ 
men/ rel^al^d :wJi8<b the pu^^jd^ wfis cotmnut^ed. Th^ 
tebm ifi »3»idl, aiid «f a|i ^bjcmg, form ; tj^e miserab)^^ 
had .occupied uf^a^ly que j^ of it, (that next the do^,} 
po ^a^ i^ Wfimfi^ jgi^st l^ave aknost stepped over the 
foor did'W^Mnan, ^M^ ^««I* wa^ ^%^^ her, wJiei^ they 
:»ieht into tfip p^gag^. F^ sojne, days after the tri^, 
eKbi^ thing xemais^ m i)^ ppsil^o^ vfi wl^ch if had be^n 
^rhcai they were tm&9$^ and |p^9#ente4 a disgusting picr 
tnfe of sfuajid wi^tjjbedness ; ?ag9, la^d ^atraw, n^ngjed wij^ 
imf^fiienifes of ahoes^iiig, ai^d p}d slioes apd ho^n, i^ 
teQhj^[U^ii^i«6dka Buills^'s Hftjfi«iift pr<#^IWqa ^ ^ jCq^W^ 



e&^d neTCi!' iiceount for. A pot fiill^of boUed'^tatoes 
a prominent object. The bed was * cosfise wooden^ firame, 
without posts or curtains, and filled with old straw and rags. 
At the' foot of it and near the wail was the heap of straw un- 
der' ^hich the woman^ Campbeffs body was concealed. The 
window looks into a small court, closed in by a wall. At. 
the top of the stair leading down to the room is a back en- 
hance from a piece of waste ground, acaross which the body 
was conveyed by M'CuUoch. There are several outlets from- 
it. Nobody can, however, discover where the cellar is 
situated in which it is said the subjects were concealed ; they 
were apparently icon veyed' direct from the shambles to the 
dissecting-rooms. - 

Hare's Tiouse is a little farther west, in a dirty, low^ 
wretched close called Tanner's Close, whidi also opens off 
the West Port, from which it descends a few j^teps. It has 
Bkewise a back entrance, which communicates with • tie 
waste ground behind Burke's. It is a dwelling of more pie- 
tension than Burke's, being self-c&ntained and possessing 
three apartments. It is a one storey house, and though tte 
interior is liable to be observed by any passer-by from Ae 
elose, it is not immediately connected with other dwellings. It 
was, before the trial, completely divested -of furmture : when 
occupied, it was fitted up as a lodging for beggars and other 
'wanderers, and " beds to let" invited vagrants to enter, fee- 
queritly to their destruction. The out^ apavtmei^ is large; 
and was all round occupied by wretched beds; one voam 
opening from it is also large for such a ^ace, and waa feur*^ 
tiished in the same manner. So far from any concealment be* 
ihg practised, the door generally stoodopen^andwe havean^n- 
iSoned above that the winctews were overlooked by the passen- 
jgers in the close ; but there is a small inner apartmest tor 
eloset, the wiiidow of which looks ody- upott ii pig-i8lyse:and 
dead wall, into which it hst asserted they were accustomed to 



jOmtduct ^ir prey to^ be muidrared^ Na sujjftise.iSoul^l^t^IGe 
hem excited by cries of murdec isffliing froiu such » pjpto^ 
kikL disorderly house, but it waa unlikely that ^y eoul4 
xeach the ear from the interior den ; and even though th^y 
Jiad, the house m^ht have home a fiur semblance in fronl^ 
while the murderous work went on behind. In^ the inns^ 
apartment Burke used to work when a h^^r in H«Te% 
jrhen he did work, which was seldcnn. 



When we consider this most sj^ular and atrocious con- 
spiracy, and the characters of the difftrwit ttiJlorsln it, as 
we understand them to be, it^hould seem as if they had 
each of them i4j^ir alEotted parts in t^e^^ bloody drama. 
Hare, as far as we can learn^ is a rude ruffian, with all the 
i^utward appearance of a ruffi^ ; drunken, ferocious^ and 
profligate ; and far likelier to repel than to ensnare; ^^ly. oj&p 
by a specious show, which he is quite incapable of assuotk^ 
ing. He appears, however, to haye been Ae more deeply 
^signing of the two ; and to have over-reaphed his assc^ 
ciate, Burke, whom he succeeded in. always thrusting^ for- 
ward, with a view, we have no doubt, of tinning shpitupoifi 
him, as he has done at the last, and consignii^ him. to the 
gallows, when thii^ should be necessary, in order to.say^ 
himself. Burke was indeed i^he only one of tl^ two qufdr- 
fied to manage, the out-door business oi the cop^rtnery,^ a^ 
he it'was, accordingly, who always went out to proif 1^ for 
victims, and to decoy them to their destruqtion.. In his ' 
<>utward manners he was entirely the reverse of Hare. He 
was, as we learp frpm goqd autjiority, quiet in his demean^ 
WB[ ; he was never riotous ; was never heard curs^- and 
awearing; atid e^en^m he w«b the worse of drink, he 
walked so qiHq%-9to; Ip^ own house,, that hia foot was 



^b^etithood^ th^^ e$t^ W4H m^htefee^ that Ancf^er tcf da 1^ 
^^aiids. Tbe tioi^ irfakh ofien oecxti^^d in tbe hbiik^i ^A 
m iff}6c\i H«fe tflwstys b&r^ il c^nspicuoiie ^a(H;^ #et^, dun^e 
fe etery r^ateott to telieft^, |ot iij> (m ptk^poe^, eitJitt irhett 
c^y wete^ i& Jhe «ct <rf*co*aiirit«teg itttifdw, or *At tfi* 
neighbours might notb^ dlfti^iA^ U t&^ noiis^ wirid)^ bt^ 
tably accompanied the mortal straggle between them and 
the unhappy inmates whoih fliey had enticed into their 
dwdling. 



The 4m, mvti^t ^teck ^as (ihftrg^d igkMt Btttk^, O^ 
l^iigh it i^ isii^is^ th^t several hiA been ^nimin^ b^ 
•fore tha* ti^, is th^ of the girl Patereoft^ wtw WAS afcdttt 
^ghteefi or t^^tjr yeaW iit fege* It appears \kkt this |^ 
-irith oiie of her associatfei^ Jin€ft Brbwn, had b^i4 todgM 
* the GteiongJite Pdlicte Office dfi' Ttiesday nighty Ad 
fltk'dTAfril. They were kfe]^ till fe o^dorcfc ti6it mb!*- 
Ihg, *hen fliey "^rehl td tft« house of dnfe SlrAfeBtOli, to {^ 
'^itre spirits. Hes^e thfey %fetfe met,'fot the fii^st ttltte, hf 
Butk^, ^he ft^iBd theni t6 dri'hk. H^ ^fteri^tds {A^efi^ 
ed on them tci gt> with him td b^akfeist, ^M gtf^^ t&iM 
twa bottles of spirits to cferry along irith thtm* TlkPf 
acteoiiipahied him to ConSttotifte Biirfoe's hdUsI^, ift lh% 
'<!5taongate. This toan was a iakveiag^^ Aiid ^^^ettt 
-Aut at his usual hour to his Wo^fc After tb^ IM 
Wn in thci fciotise for some tkne, Bturk^ tod Ws liift *idi. 
pLU to quari-el and td figfeti wfc^h seeffis to feiV^ Wfiu'lM 
^teual ]^Ht]»inkt^ to M^c^i^f. Iti th^ «^i4i^t <)£ thte tlfiM#»* 



Jiafgeyrs^im imd''}f9dnt sfeiit %r,naiid who mm 'i prindiMsJl 
fl^eni iH this sssme <3t TiUaiiy^ eoiet^ aiiid'te'diMr> xseim 
tinre Janet Bl?owii/* mgLis^eA seemmgty, and abomed Irf th^ 
appearance of vkleneey "vndied to h^re the faaaie^ and U 
tdce h^r companioii aiong with her. By tlm time it tfa* 
about tenCo'dock oa Wednesdrf moriiing, and' Patet^bn 
was asleep in cme of the beds, totidly tiBednsciotss of fa^ 
approaching fate. The other girl went out, and was absent 
about twehty toistiteg. When Ae retuini«l she aafeed'for 
Paterfton, a&d wAs told that die bad left thetetuse/ By 
this ibie she Vad fiuxfdc^ed She catDXi back m the aft^^ 
Basil in eeareh of het, mA recev^d ihd same answer. UmA^ 
had a^^s^ed him^If of &e thdrt interval of twenty mbrnteB^ 
diUlng which h^ oOiApanic^ Janet B^ywHr wad absent^ to 
dCS^^ute hishdmdpatposi wh^ she was aelo^, by s<^^»pii^ 
het bi^th; ^d h\^t rery aiftenio^j between tv^ and-^^ 
o^d<>ck, her body ^as tklcen to iS^ dii^ctlng; ro0»^ and^N 
l^e^Aisttbt L.8. The aj^ttmnd^ of iMs bocfy, whicb ytu 
qiiite ft^^^ Which bad not 5^ven begun to grow etffP,, and 
ef whkh the face ^s settled and pleasant, witiioot any e^ 
Ivtei^ioii of pain, aWakehed suspt^imis, and BtirMe wa« 
frtri^tly questioned kA to Where he procured it. He easily 
ftaihed soBfti^ plaii^ble excuse, that h^ had plurcba&ed it &otn 
the house wh^re she died, ^hich i^enced all ftitther ^m- 
j^cion. . 



J^ANET BROWn'^S STAT£M^TJT RELATIVE TO THE MUttDElt * 
Of PATEftSON. 

l}fce Mowitig Is the aiCcJoiint of the circumstances con* 
ttedtfed'with the death (tf the unfortunate gh4, Mary V^^i 
Jwii, who was intii**3r^ In Coftstantljle Burke's hoiwe, id 
CfflWb^s dbs^'Cafto^i^afe, as feiven by W companioh, Janei 



iS^ .VXSTFORT.MimDSSS: 

Sftbwn. Brown, tbough a girl of tjiertotrn, iKemr posseii^ 
^ of conisiiteraUe inteUigaice, and Idlsr herst&ry with ilh;- 
linctness and with erery mark of apparel; tmih. She 
does not appear disposed to exaggerate, but rather seems 
unaware of the inference that may foe drawn from some pacts 
lof the statement. This account has been communicated by 
herself, and is tak^i down neariy in her own words. 

Mary Paterson and she» b£Ux leaying the Ganongate 
watcht^house, between four and five o^clock in the momtng 
cm which the murder was committed, proceeded to theboiiiie 
of an acquaintance, Mrs. Lawrie^ where tiiey had formeriy 
}odged. Mrs. Lawrie wished them to remain. They, how- 
eter, left the house in a very «hort time, and went to a 
spirit^dealer's in the Canongate>. earned Sw^ngton. They 
had there a gill of whisky, and while drin^i»g it, they ohr 
fi^ved Burke, who, in company with Swanston, wa^ drink- 
ing ruin and bitters. He entered into cpnversation with 
the girlsj and jaffectf^d to b^ much taken with theip, and three 
^s of rum and bitters were drank at his expenle. He 
wi^ed them to accompany him to his lodgings, which he 
said were in. the ndghbourhood, and upoi^ Brown ^tpr^sft^ 
ing reluctance, was Very urgent that she should go, say- 
ingthat he.h^ 9 pension ai^dcoiild keep her handsomely, 
and make her comfortable for life, and that he would -stan^ 
between them and harm from the people in the house. This 
particular attention to her, sne supposes to have been in 
consequence of finding , her. more shy an)i backward thf^n 
Paterson, who was always of a forward fearless disposition. 
They consented to go along with him, and he promised them 
breakfiEist when they reached the house. He purch^ed^ be- 
fore leaying Swanston's, two bottles of whisky, ai^d gave ona 
to each of the girls to carry. He then ccmducted them to 
Gonstaotine Burke> house in Gibb> close. T^^ foun4 



^ere Constontine and hk wife; when they arrived the fire 
was not lighted, and Williun Burke swore and abused the 
woman for her n^ligence. 

. The fire was afterwards lighted up, and breakfast, con- 
sisting of tea, bread, eggs, and Finnan haddocks prepared; 
. but during this process, the two bottles of whisky were pro- 
duced and partly drank by Burke, Constantine, his wife, 
and the two girls. Constantine partook only of part of it, 
having in the meantime left the house to his work as a sca- 
venger. 

Before the whisky was finished, however, Burke had re- 
quested Brown to leave the house along with him. He seemg 
to have considered Paterson as abeady sufficiently intoxi- 
cated for his m!surderous purpose, and to have applied him- 
self more particularly to Brown, on whom the spirits Had 
not^ taken so much efiect. Finding that the enormous quan- 
tity of whisky had not yet produced the requisite effect upon 
her, he accompanied her to a neighbouring pubUc house, 
where he proceeded further in his design of stupifying her, 
by giving her two bottles of porter which he also partook of, 
and a pie. All along, it is remarkable, that Burke, al- 
though he seems nev^r to have lost sight of his object, but 
to hj^ve adopted every method to further it, should never- 
theless have partaken as freely of the liquors consumed as if 
he had no other intent than to produce intoxication on Jiim- 
self as well as his intended victims, and it appears surprising 
that such a quantity of ardent spirit^, joined to the porter, 
should not have disqualified him for carrying on the plot. 
He has, since his conviction, mentioned that it had produced 
jthis effect, and that he was intoxicated when the murder 
w&a coi^unitted. 

' After leaving this public-house. Brown was agm token 



teC^amtataase-a, modLtiis'fleQc^a \m&h q( ^UAy &wjmi4 
While engaged (mk, M^Dougal^ w3»Qhad hit^rto been ww 
observed, suddenly started from a b^, mid^^Mii^ i|i4wlaiW 
the spirits. When sh^ appeared, Constantine's wife whis- 
per^ to the giriSs that she was Bttrke'« wife, aaoA upon her 
Uphrddii^ him fer his conduct, Brown apologised fioiv 
b^g in hi^ company, mentioning tb«t they did act knom 
him to be a married man, otherwise they would mot have 
eome, and proposed then to leave Ihe house. M^Dougalve^ 
pikkl that she did not bkme them, but that it washigcopsbuvi 
practice to desert her and spend his money upon loose wo^ 
mea. She requested them tp.sit still, an4, seemed anxious 
that they should not go away. The quarrelling between 
Burke and her then got more violent, and she took up th^ 
egg^ which had been set down for br6akfest and threw thehi 
into the fire.' Upoii this Burke took up a dram glass aijd 
Bung it at her ; it hit iiex forehead above the eye and 
cut It. 

' At the commencement of the uproar, t^onstantine Buite^s 
wife ran out of the house, as Brown supposes for the purpose 
of bringing Hare ; indeed, as she saw no other person <&^ 
patchedany where, it is difficult to account otherwise for tfns 
Vampire^s speedy appearance. After her departure Burk^ 
^cceeded in turning M*Dougal out of the house, locking 
the door upon her.' By this time Paterson was lying across 
the bed in a state nearly approaching to insensibility, and 
the murderer seems to have considered her aS inca^alble of 
exertion, and certain to fall an easy prey when he had Idi 
siire to finish her. On tjjis account, -doubtless, hie endeai 
youred to commence his diabolical work upon her more a«^ 
tive companion ; he affected great kindnfess towards hei', Wl 
{>ressed her to go along with him into the bed wWch M^j&^iig^ 
^ad so lec^utJy. left. -As she herself .observes,, hoy^ver 
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muchshe might'baiFe''boeifidi|pb8ed^7i^ to his wifthes^ she 
bodid tecatsedy h$m doad Ssd aft«p the brawl she' had i^recently 
iritnes8€d',-atid^ while •M^Ifcugal was stilt making a iM>ise«t 
the dbor>aiid kno^iking foi^ a»4nritt«neei aiid she fetd^tpUMy 
eiefoBed. Fortutiateii v^ fht berthat she dt4 io^ sm the)re^ cHa 
be no doubt about hi& puvpo^> ^ he had ^aeeel^d*ik g^ti 
.titng hermto the bed^ and once tke^e it catin^ibe^u^stbhed 
that it was intended ^ she should iaeV6i? leave it dir^i ; i- - ^ 

The cotifcii^cb^ and ^ipi^a^- whkh had mo^ pt^bidHy been 
got np at first, as'waB'^^ft usual* ctftt^m, to iot^r^he ddft-- 
n^facedent, apd <;ontiirti^ tifteirwdrds to' diroihi the cH% 
rf fefe* viotimri^ 'had in this instance an ojipoaite ieffedr, 
•and 'Bi*owfl; who had feecbltie^ much ^larmerf-by their -pro- 
ceecB^j though etill u^iisj^ittiotis- of ^the hoTtible reaffity,^ 
persistfedii^'her wisb'^ to b*«^irftewfed to flc^a**/j«x>misirig to 
return in a quarter of an hour. Upon this pomise she was 
suiered to cfepiurt, and/Burk^ at her request conducted^er 
past M^Dcmg&l) who was dtift't^on the stair-head appsireStlf 
mudi enraged. It is'bOt ea^y to ^^bint fei^ his-aUdw&g Uk 
jnrey to escape iijjm his clutefee^^ ptebably he' did expect ifer 
4x> netum, and ^e^Aiaps she got off more easily^ as Hiirej wlffi 
if <Jiere is atiy d^rOncein their (desj^l^te wickedness; seeftS 
to merit the disrtltlttion of being di^'ikreh-fiend o^'tfcfe Wo; 
hud not- yet. arrived. ^ If so. Brown again made a"tmrib# 
e^B^spe^ as from the short time thatelapsed befere^ Sie t^t^iMfi 
cd, when the murder was perpetrated, and^Hare'appieaSfetf 
jstandiBg as if unconeerifted ;* be must have*c€«ieiwitlnii *i 
v^'te# minutes of herleavftig^ die-bouele.' ^--^'^'* "^ ^^^^^^ 

She went straight to Mrs. Lawrie's, and jestmgly told her 
tha€^ i^duia not r^in With her, v»^^g'Ma^itftk ^^-^ 
inf^nm ; Waft^ Mornti^ S&s. h^^^ike ifii^AtAistaiic^j 
she agmed to go )iack along with her servant^ aiMPcfiid^AVdbr 

«. s 
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^ gei Put^nMm imnoTed* Upon her lesuni, iA» did not 
iBQoUeot perfcicdy tbe doae in whidi the bou$e was sittmlc^f 
;tfnd applied at S^anfitoa'^s fof a direction ta tbe residence of 
.$|ie man who left hia house with them. She Was told that 
«ib^y could net have gone widi him^ as he was a married man, 
and did not keep companjf with sudi as they^ but that shi^ 
HTQul^ probably find him in his brotbcar^s in Gibb^s Cbae. 
Even after getting into the dose and the stair)' Ae di4 ^^ 
recognise tbe house, and entered that of a decent woman, 
]nqii|iriQg if it was there she was bef<»re.. . ^be was informed 
.tbat^^ kept company. with no su(^ people,, but that it 
would lUc^ly be in^the house up staird^ Tkivy proceeded up 
according, and found there M^P^i^^ 4nd Hare mid bitf 
ynS^. Mrs. Hmre ran forward to strike Brown^ but was pr^ 
Tented- ^ Between hepr leay^ig Buckets, and feturpin^ she 
jt^iks tb«» wfs only^abc^t^ am interval of tweiity i|iinut<}a« 

,. Upon iiaquiring' for Pal^son, they alleged ^at ihe h§d 
^|i)^ out with B:ar)ce, and added that ihey expected Uiesa 
l^kffil^iaiidinTited.bet^to sit dpwi^avA take a.gla«^ .of 
wjtnsky^with them. She did fH>, ia tbe bop^ thi^ Pa)ers^ 
^night ^icldy return. Mips; L.'^s servjunt dien left tW]»> 
^nd M^P^Qgal eox^iBenced a narration, ef her grievf»p§f 
t^v^ B^^^^s bad^oducff^ imd railed at him ftfr:gQing:«Taj 
acith ^^^geA^ and i*is while ,her nii&dered body muslj bf^vf 
^?^^JMW- witbiu a, few feet of herf In a short tweJb^ 
fc^^antretu^^i^edfor Brow% Afrs. {^ h^^^ing bepofiie alarro^ • 
at her report,.. ha^sisilt W'to bring Jier. No at^n^pt wa9 
made to detain her; but i^ was invited to jtc^m^i F^b 
she promised to do. 

^ In the^ afternoon she^ gp bfl^cfc, and, w^ft fgwn4#ffiirti 
ly^Xnpistan^e ^urke'i wife that Bi^fce ani tfie pri Awl 
notj^lumed. r, // 
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' In anstrer to her subse^iMiit in^pmies and Abse iui^liibmt 
WoTtiiington^ in whose house Jtbtj^lrvied) it wm pretfeaMfed thM^ 
Paterson had gone off to.Giasgbir'^U'a piKiaUm';r}mtfiix^, 
reply did not satisfy Brown, as she knew that Paterson was 
a well-educated girl, and could write sufficiently well to send 
an account to her friends if she had left Edinburgh, which 
she certainly Htould ha^e d^e-; hc&f dodi^ ab0 remained 
unclaimed. No more satisfactory intelligence, however, 
could be obtained, aiid she! neyer heard farther lidwg^qf^r 
until after the murder of the woman Camph^^ irJiWjtIpd 
mystery was developed, and die jcIotSiea i^ludi P^terfon 
wore were found in the West Port Upon b^g'!Coi|^ai^ 
ed with Burice and M^Bougal, she readily re^ognitt^ thi^l>m 

■ ' ' ' ■ ; •. ;^::/rT- 

She beleves firmly that Coastantiiie BjOxkej^d U% wim 
-hei^ cognitane of the proeeodii^Sy bodt from lfa<^ mfu^^^ 
at the time and tU conduct of Constaiitine.afterw^^ w)^ 
abe qtiestioned him about Paierson. Whewpwi^JJIi^^a^ 
him, ^ch she frequently did at his wrk early # ^§,pi^r|§4 
jo!^, she inquired afifcer her.. Hit «Qiswers;^w^N$ always, vi^ijf 
sUrly ( on two occasions saying, ^^ Hdw fchi^ Ik-Q cf^^ I i^ 
about you sort of people ; you are bene io^y midj^way ^ 
morrow V and ion another, as if in aUvfi^ .to.-tlie'h^^ip^ 
tn^sac^n,^ i am often.obt.upottjliy.lawfulrjt^ines^r ap4 
how canM: answer for all that t^a jdsce m ^y hoi|i^ in:^; 
idbsenee.'t ; .; - ■ .-, ... ;.-> [ i j .;' 

. She rqpres^Bt^ Pat€T8oti4;ohaveheto irregiikNr ipijfaeri^r 
Uts, bat noi so bw as has .been.represc^^i aa4>ftI9ears 
indignant at a pdtiy print of her, ih MhUsk al^e.if .repre^ 
awaited in the garb of. a sesvant^> a drtisa m l^lpich ahe nev/e^ 
ivppeared;^ t-Shohadiieen iDen.6diuMied/f4^'^D9 .i|ifh^}Sit>|- 
ation^ arid pb^seBfed:a:iine j^iioti) {^ .^bic^dfh^ ;w|» Sff^ 
teAsoAMk than beainty of facfi jFbe story wk^^ ^^?^ 



ptil*<liic;tlie WMrspipen:dJou«'ber^Betii)e^ 

MM^^4ittt west'cbuntry^^Brown alleges to be uii&utid?<}/ 

tfier^wfa.imtm^Eifiidmigh, and her motile 

ft'/ ' .:. I *■' " ■'■■■.:.■ ■• ■ •••,■• 



i MURDER e» « DAFT JAMIE.;' 

*^irhe second murder • charged in the indidthient wa8> 
dllftt ^ Jtimes ' W'rlscn^ comnifiidy known by the nanie of 
<<'Daft: Jamie V^ and the drcumstances attending it were 
evfen more revolting' thaiv those of the w6men Patenton 
and C^itipbeli^ None* of tbeir misdeeds. has excited a. 
greater feeling of indignation in the public mind. Jamie 
Wa^ T^ygeheraifjit known, and ^a^ia universal faVourite. 
His"app'earane(» marked the imbecility of his mind, and: 
was such as to make ^every one regard him with a. feeling, 
of tefflderness and sympathy. He was perfectly harfa^t 
less and inpifensivey and possessed apparently g^eat 
kindliness of heart. To alliwht> had occasioaito be.oiiC 
the 'streets of Edinburgh, whether at aB(jearly)or tat^ 
hour, Jaraie'^ appeerance; wasr perfeclly familiar — iwan-j 
dering abottt, in every ^sort of ' w^eatber,. bardhesid^d^ -.and 
without st<:>ckings or shoes, andiiisgoDd*-faiimbMr^ biigb 
lUid' sa}uti|^iiO% %^ «n, aiwkwaitd. bow ami twitch of ilhe 
front lock rf h^lf* were readily recognised and repiteSi 
to. Though Tokming almost constantly about in this 
^^se, he was never kiiown as ^ begglar, biit ocoationally 
vMti^ certain houses,; where heiviru8::admilled as:afi|niH 
liar guest, and- kindly entertained,' while even . in theoft 
lie' c6nd^cted hitastelf inf- a modesr. unobtrusive manner. 
He used^to aitlege that he did not need money, as be bad 
sonietihte^ the ^^ feck o', half-a<^ci*oun on him.^' Jamie 
Was by no meajis^ however, the moping idiot that be baa; 



beeiy' fepreseiiteiL Tlio&gh undoubtedly inibedleiikiiidr 
illcapaible of any coutiiHious mental exertion^ be pa$seii$Ht 
€^ some sman portion > of intetiect; Tol thit boys :6f * Edintf 
burghy his knowledge of the days of the montb aAd. wciefe)) 
and facility in computing on* what> day of tk^ we^k anjl» 
given time would fall, were well known; , indeed, he* 
sometimes appeared, to serve in; place of. a kdiendar to- 
theoi. His musical taknts were also, appreciated, ati4( 
lie was. often called Upon to estertmn his juvenile ac*-; 
quaiiUances witli a aoog, which be executed jin, tolerably 
style. ..■,.. ...•'.', 

' He was scrupulously dean in his person and lineoti 
changing it finequently. His hands ja^d feet;» though un<^ 
edvered^ .were alao observed to be alway? cleap. They, 
were peculiarly formed, and by bis feet'he is saidto hav^ 
been recognised by some of the istudejpit;s in Dr- Knpx'sf 
disseeting rof>ms. . , " j '•;-!;;i 

It is a curious fact, that almost all the naturals who 
hav« lately been knowo On the 'stireet^ .4>f this :city, h^ve 
met with a violent and unlioiely ^q^hI. . £fobl)j A,u|4»i:% 
cotonporary «id acquaintaiM^ ofr Jagiicfs, waskiUefd^bg; 
tbe kidc of aurassy and afi^^lipfards bepfufne a)^o a jfukye/gtjfqr: 
disaectionw Ther^ is m , anecdote tqld^ concerning tbe% 
wkith. is a curious instance of blindness to a persopaj d&% 
ficieney, joined to a just .perception of it in another, aq^ 
^t the samet time extpibits in a strong light what we.hay^ 
said ,f»f Jamie's imiiocent apd artless disposition., Jt.is 
narnited t)iat the two n^et aiQci4entally one day. some* 
where in the neighbourhood of the Grassma^Jfe^,^.^ f« It'^ 
a cauld day, Bobby." " Aye is't, Jamie," replies Bobby. 
** Wie wud be;tbe better o' adraiiiv^hae ye ppysjller? I hae 
tippeade;" **aiid I hae fourpence,"?ays Jai^e. "Oh^^ijajj^'! 
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rbjoins Bobby, <' tbdtUl get half a malcbkin.'' Tbtjr tkw 
adjour&edto ane]ghbouringpublic4iou(ie, wbei^th^fnoney 
was ptodticdd, and tbe liquor ordered^ But before ai^ 
of tbem hud partaken of it^ Bobby inquired anxiously^ if 
Jamie had seen *f th^ twadougs febbting on the street?" 
•* No," says Jamie, " I saw «ae. dougs Utebting*"" " It*s 
A'grand fecht 'though,^ replies Bobbjr, <^ and. baA. lasted 
half an hour; its weel worth your seeing^ mid you had 
betle^ gang to thei door and siee it'' 'Jamie accordingly 
{Proceeded unsuspectingly to the stt««t (to witness* ^is 
wonderful dog fight, but speedily returned with the in- 
telligence that he could discover no such conflict. "They'll 
hd dune then," coolly observes Bobby. " But what^s 
cohie o' the whisky ?' said Jamie, on observing thestoup 
standing einpty. *• ©u, toftti,^ says tbe treaeherous Bob^ 
by, **ye bade see kng I eouldna wait." Upon Jamie'a 
betiig questioned what he had xlo«ie to Bobby for this 
false play, he replied, " Ou what could ye sny to puir 
Bobby ? he's daft, ye ken.'' 
<••'«■ . . . ■ , . ■ ' 

- Jamie, how^vef, though inferior to Bobby in trickery 
ixid low cunning, wa^ tnuch his superior 'in iiiliellecti. 
His^&theri^'said to have been a deceiit religious maov 
and took him regularly to a f/ilfte of worsrliip in the old 
town on Sabbath^,' whi^h Jamie, <ait6r his deathv perhaps 
from habiti cdrttinued to attend. Wheti ejtiiftrfwed fciy u 
tespectabld member^ it was found^thathns teligioudknow^ 
kdge was far beyond Mrbat tould hate been expected) 
lihd superior to many whose- rippear^ttfete promised more; 
His answers to questions w^ri lliteUl^ent, a^ onl of thtt 
bsUal routine. ^ 

It' is probable that this poor ereattire 'had been fdf 
settle tiM^ watched by tbe gang of mardlerevs, and^tiii^li^ 



ed out as one that might be easily tiok^ off without eifr- 
oting »u$pioion< They had very much miscalculated 
boweveiFy both th^ notice that would be taken of his difr- 
.appearance^ and the degree of tresistance he was capable 
of making. Accident. unfertani^ely threw hira in their 
way« He. was met by Burke at nine o'clock one morn«- 
dng*tn the beginning of October lant, iwanderin^ about in 
ihis usual way in the Gcassmarket. .He instcintiy ae»- 
eosted himin liis fa wiling manner^ and inquired of him 
whather he was in> search of any one ; , he told, him Jie 
was .seeking his mother^ to whom, as be w^ a creatai^ 
•of kindly dispositions,. }ie was warmly attached. The 
^retbh at oncf)- saw^fbat he now had him within his 
^rasp, and instantly cpmmenced.bis schemes (or drawing 
him away to some confeniefit place where he might be 
fnurdered.. He Q^ntrlved t»|>ersuade him that he khe^^ 
where his mother had gotie, and woi^d take him to tkt 
place, and by coaxing a^id flattery he at length decoyed 
Him ihto Hare's hoiise. Here those monsters of iniquity, 
exulting oveir^th^r deluded tic tirn, b^^n to pretend the 
gi^eatesi kimkiess for him, and having pixxruredliquorythey 
pressefdi'it^pon him* He at first decidedly refused to-tast^ , 
itj butl^y so farWrooghtJupon his good, nature by^ChtJlf, 
assumed'kindnessy that .they imliiced him to joiti tbem^ hi 
their cups, and then plied him so effectually, that he was 
soon overpowered^ and laying himself down on the floor, 
teH aisleep^ - Bui^ke^ who was atix^iously watching hisopi 
portiimty,, then sj|itt to Hare, « Shall I do it now ?" m 
Ifluch Haiee : replied,' " He is too. strong for you yeli 
you.had better let him alone a while." Both tli^ i-ifflift^ 
seem ta have been afraid of the physical strength whtcU 
they kipi^Mrlhe poor creature possessed, and of the us^ 
be wiwild tnake^oJ it^ if prematurely roused. Burfce,' ac* 
€i^ia^y,'^Qitef^ & little, but impatient at length to ac=- 
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coinplish hi& object) he suddenly threw himself iUfknr 
Jamiey and attiempted to strangle liim. Oppressed ' s» 
be waa iidth the influence of liquor^ he .was. v^iufied at 
once by. this assault to a full senise of hi&d^ogei:; smd^ 
by. a dxeadfal.effoitt,. he threw. o£P Burke, .and spa^nngito 
his &et,. when the mortal struggle began.- Jamie fought 
^ith all the fury, of despair, and would haVe been; an 
■OYjeraiAtch for any. one of his ruffian assailants. Burled 
Jh^ actually^ the. worst of the stru^le,< and .was. about to 
b^ overpowered, when he called out furiously io'iHkre. to 
;a^i$t him, xu^yiog tliathe would stick a knife iptb.hisn if he 
<did' not <to: so. Hane. rushing forward tprbediitbe/i b»- 
J^Q$ of the ube(]jual conflict by. tripping up Jamie'sibfids^ 
and afterwards dragging. him along the floors ^itb JBurke^ 
iymg iabov^ him. None were presenliat tbi&.murdoiV 
whiaH was completed before midday, except the.:lm^ 
triiffiams themselves. .,,.,;./ 

, This Mill be readily recognised as Hai*e's account) aod^ 
tof. course, it is .fitted to showihim in the moBt favourable 
light .which, the circumstances will admit of. It ia.biU , 
-jnstioe, however, to give th^ $tatei|ient:of: jiis conlpameo 
in guilt, who,, if there i§ any. choice, is, after all,.^eybfep^ 
the one whose tesltlmony is, most catitW 10 creciit. :K?n 
' . . > . ' ' \'j \. ..' \ 

Borke states that it was Hare! who di$Qoyed.«^mieJn«- 
to the house, and then sent for him io assist bun in Im^ 
inhu^nan design,— rthat Jamie not only peretopto^'Uy rft* 
fused:to taste the: liquor presented, to hiai M flrst^.Wit 
ftet^ually dW drink very little.of it, aocl not 0Qarfy;;80 
muc^i ^s tQ produqe in{toxicatioit,r-rtthat he tbeo.sal2dowi3^ 
upon the b^d» rqcJ.ining.backwards;ai^^){^lig.U4pdn/Jb^ ^ 
argi; aiid that Hare. sat beside bim. in. tbe^v^ani^IpfintiQi^ 
r— and after some time, inn patient for Jbb prey»,b^tl!to 
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Mixmpt to suffocate hiin in'^tbe usval way, by pressing 
Jiks hands over his nose and .i^outh. Jjunie^ hdwevler, 
irrheti he found him using violence, Resisted $jtoutly, and 
•;gi^ppled with him ; arid during the st)*ugglei both fell off 
the -bed, and rolled on the flotji*. Hire then c»lledibr 
Burke's assistance, which he effectually reitideried^ by 
falling upon Jamie's body, when, by jtheir unitedefiortar, 
he was dispatched. 

Jamie fought manfully, and did inflict some injuries 
upon them ; but it is a mistake to suppose that Burke's 
<»ncer was produced in consequence of the bite which he is 
said torhuve given. It was originally the efibct of heat and 
fatigue in walking, which he had neglected, and leading 
a dissipated dissolute life afterwards, it .reachied tl^e dam- 
gerous state which it has now assumed. After JamieS 
death, Burke remarked that his clothes 'would answer bis 
ASrpther,: to whom they were given, ;and apair of . trousex; 
iv^re^fterwards recognised upon him by: a baker ;in.'the 
Cowgaise, whose they had been, iand whohadgiVen: the'm 
to Jamie. It was also observed' that his son wore :his, 
l:eik:hief. : '' •; ' > 



BISeUSSIONS RELATIVE TO THE TRIAL OF 
HARE ANB THE SOCII CRIMINUM. 

. Since the condemnation of Burke: a' veiiy itnportaiiit 
qujestion has been agitated, notonly ambngi lawyers^ .but 
in society and the public prints,*-^namely^ wbcjehox: or 
not Harie, or any of the other parties who were);cori- 
cearned: i|i the two murders that were 'libeffed in :;tim 
i^ici[fftent against: Burke,' but' which were not: brought 
to: ;ti'ial^4^ati now, aft^r:: having : been r admitted/n 



«videiioet for liie crown^ 1m lej^lf ]Hfl updci tlidir 
trial for participation in tbosa niuttlens? ^w k a 
▼erynice and intricate question iiidaed, aad it is likely 
to be brought on for immediaite discussion in a regular 
abape, as the mother of Jamas Witsois one of the -vie* 
tims, has been adrised that it is cooq^etent to her, as a 
^▼ate pattjr, to prosecute Hare, or »iiy of the other 
guilty persons, notwithstanding any arrangements into 
which the Lord Advocate, as public prosecutor, has en- 
tei>ed with them as king's mtnesses on Bbrke^s. trial; — 
aadsnch is the strong current of public feeling Jn sup- 
pert of an attempt to bring Hare to jusdce, that a sub- 
scription has been set on foot, and -some jof our nobility 
and gentry of high rank have ^ren the sanction of their 
«Bm^ and the aid of their pwrsea, to sapped tt|e poor 
woman, while eminent counsel and an agent***^ we for- 
meriy menttoned— -^ve undertafcea tfaa rooducfc fii the 
proceedings. Preparatory ta swcfa a pnosecntion, Bpfiif 
cation has been liiade, in namie of Wilson^^K modier, ta.tbe 
Codrt of Justii^iary, to harre Hkre and hts wife detuned 
in custody until laU Hidictmeat >skall beserved, aadithe 
other preliminary steps gone through^ preparatory 4xya 
solemn trial of the qnestien.- 

' In tile tiitkiHitae, jft may be InifiresAin: ttn n, diapter ia 
the histoid taiF fhiu firlghlfui draaoa af IrealUfe^Jto corabioe 
with the details formerly given such a selection from the 
aorg^umentis which have already ibeen. Jtiaimained on -this 
point, as will affi>rd a concentsated 7a«nv .of the discus^ 
sions which lie scattered over a tiiuqbaii of different pub^ 
lioalions. And in doing this,) we! slUI takertfaQ liberty of 
lining >c^ soeh'parts of the eintrarversy asiareiextranie-* 
ais to the mere point of law^ smddUi. migb^jtetidu^ pn>- 
long ittiy of that irritatioa and peraooality whiah teryt 
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ttaturslly^ idtboi^gb no; necessaiiUy^ mingle tbemielyes y^ 
public discussions, . . - . , 

We regret tbat t|^€^ lengfh to wbich these discussioiift 
necessarily extend wIU prevent us from giving, so early a^ 
was intended^ a complete account of t^ie Life of Willianj^ 
Burke, and ihe 'ijircum.stances attending ,the m.ui*dip]:s^ in- 
cluding many intexesiing particulars bi^tberto unpnblisb- 
ed. Tbjs will 'Appear innnediately after^ and in tb^ 
meantime we trust ithat tbe pnbliq will appreciate. tb^ im-* 
portance of tbe (Question, opw .presented tp tbeir notice. 

: Tbe first pu]^licatio% w^e. believe^ on, tbis j§u]ty^ct w«s. 
an article in. th,e .Caledonian Mer^^ry* of yirbicb the sub- 
stance is as follaw^; 

It is now certain tlwU no furtber proceedings are tP.b^j 
tak^n agains^.tbi3 peraans ^nncemed either .as ^princi|>ai$, 
or accessories in tbe late; mui'ders ; at least, ive baye..5eej(^ 
a^EX^ument issued from a bigh quarter^ tbe.gi^t and bear* 
ing of wbipb lead directly. to, this inferenc^^ But the 
matter cannot possibly be allowed to rest here. The 
vniited voice of society calls, loudly fpr further-, deeper^^ 
and fuller investigation ; and if the Public Prosecutor 
refuse to obey tbal call» ^nd redeem bis pledge tP pvoh4 
lUid sift tbe^bole syst^m,of iniquity to the bottom, there 
is another place where the universal cry for justice^ 
which now rii^a tbrougboul tb/e land, will l^e listened tft 
and respected, and where , ey^ ^h;jt jiigb functionary 
himself may be nailed to. account for the mpde in wKjcft 
be. has exercised the almost^ , unlinuted^ certainly unde-' 
fined, powers of Jiis, oBi^e^ .We ai;e quite prepar^^ tp 
ginie him 4sredit for tbe perfert p.nr^ity apd HP^'^V^'^* ^^ 
his motives ia abst a in i i^ .fr»n),,the fflgtiitution of fujtbe^^ 
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inquiries, and in wishing to allow the vdl, ^ awhieh ar 
corner only had been withdrawn, to drdp for 5ver -i^ 
scenes too horrid and bloody to be contetnplated without 
fear and trembling. He may have cortie under a promise 
to the prime particeps criminum which, as a man of 
honour, he cannot violate ; and he may be actuated by a 
desire to avoid, as far as possible, every thing calculated, 
as he believes, to injure the schools of anatomy in this- 
city. But, ih regard to the first of these grounds of 
fbrbearancie, (which the reader will observe we put 
merely as suppositions) the public have nothing what- 
ever to do with any private and extrajudicial obligations 
of. this sbrt, which however expedient or necessary in 
some cases they may be thought, are in every case ille- 
gal ; and the answer made to such an apologetical plea 
will unquestionably be, that justice is not to be stifled, 
nor a horde of murderers, and accessories to murder, 
suffered to escape, because one of the horrid gang was 
induced to " peach'* by a promise of impunity and pro-^ 
tectibn. That incomparable miscreant^ steeped to the 
very teeth in Hood a^d slaughter, the origivator of the 
assassinations, Burke's mastisr in the art. of murder, and 
a principal or an accessory in every crime which harf 
been committed, — in short, if there be any gradations of 
guilt in atrocities such as^ were never before heard of or 
paralleled in any age or country, the most guilty,: — ^Was 
not surely a fit subject to be selected for clemency upott 
the'condition of betraying his accomplices : especially, 
where these were so numerous that others less deepljr 
implicated might have been found equally" capable of re- 
vealiiigHhe wh6l6 mystery of iniquity. * Besides, his evi- 
dence, if evidence it may be called,' was unnecessary and 
useless/ Mt waii unnecessary, because^ exclusive of hii 
rivelatiohs, 'there was abundant evidence to bring home . 
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thiB crime iharged to both' of the prisoners ; and it was 
useless," f6r what Jury would crpdit the testimony of- a • 
wretoh'whose only title to be believed consisted in his^ ; 
having been concerned in the perpetration of three^ per-- 
haps thirty murders, — who coolly admitted in the box ' 
that he had «tood or sat by, with perfect composure and * 
unconcern, while Burke was strangling the uAhappy 
woman for whose murder his life has. been forfeited, — ■ 
who had the most powerful of all'human motives, and the ^ 
very strongest conceivable interest in saying every thing • 
which he deemed calculated to effect the destruction of 
his quondam pupil and associate, — and who must have 
exchanged places with the pannel, if the pannel had been 
acquitted? We say, therefore, - that we ar^ utterly at a , 
loss to conceive upon what principle this execrable vil- 
lain was admitted to " peach.'' .i 



This was followed by an answer, reply, .lihd various^' 
replications, which we shall content ourselves wifehj^Jii-i 
serting in their order, denuded only of such portioni»>is > 
might have perhaps been spared, but which miist'have^ 
crept in unadvisedly, in the heat and hurry of comj^i^j 
tton for newspapers. .. 1 



Edinburgh Advertiser. , 
Much dissatisfaction has been expressed that no more-- 
of the horrid gang of murderers are likely to be brought' 
to trial, and, consequently, that Burke is the only viotim^^ 
who is to be sacrificed to public justice ; but the decisiofa: 
to which the Coui-t came in restricting the Prosecutor to 
the proof of one of the three charges exhibited against > 
Burke, however it may have been consistent with strict > 
justice, was attended with the necessary effect of prevent-/ 
ing the dii^clofiure of the circumstances connected wit)*: 
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the fH^ker two mordersy namely, these of Mary, ^uti^^^onr 
aod'of " Daft Jamie," for which the Lord Advocate '^or 
str'etiuOufisly contended, in the view of satisfying the pub-v 
lie mind; for, after Burke had been convicted under the 
third charge^ it was out of the question to proceed to jUy 
hhi»e second and a third time on the two previous, accu^ 
sations. • The limited nature of the disclosure thus pro^ 
duced has naturally led. the public in the present state, 
of exeited feelingi to call for the farther trial and puaisb- , 
ment of this atrocious gang. 

We have heard» however, that no farther trials will, 
take place, and we can figure the reasons why. It is ap* 
parent that there were just four persons engaged in these 
h(^d deeds, viz. Hare and his wife» Burke and JS^^Dou-" 
gal ; the latter of whom, though not actually oaarrM to 
Burke, had lived with him as his wife, and had borne his 
name for ten^ years, and was thus legally his wife. After 
b^fig 'detained we^sin jail, we understand, ^hat iu)t one. 
of these four prisoners, when examined as accused per- 
sons, would acknowledge any share of guilt. In SHcb 
circumstonces^ if tJiese persons had been all indicted» It. 
is obvious that the evidence against . them would hav^ 
been merely presumptive, and considering the difficulty 
even in convicting Biurke, when two eye-witnesses si/srore 
t9 the way in which the deed was done, it is plajn Uiat 
air the fo«ir would have been acquitted. What effept 
snch a result would have had on the public mind it is 
needless ta inquire. The vnljf course htft to secure a co»-, 
vidwn tons to admU ^ part qf the gang as witnesses again^ 
the rest. To have taken the women as king's evidence 
i^insttbe men, if they had been. willing to speak out^ 
which U*i$ Wieyed they were »ot, could h^ve ^vaile4 
i^^ingt as-by law their testinjony Qould not have \i!t^ 

4t 
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. ffecehted against their husbands ;>beskles) ihtir- know- 
ledge cttttld not'be of that extended nature wi>ich it wi^s 
desirable to possess. The only resource, theJwfore^ mufit 
* fcave consisted in taking. Hare, wh<y, however criminai, 
' foasjtot the leader of the gang. It may be well supposed 
that Hare would not have been so well dealt wkh, unless 
he had agreed to disdose, not merely the circumstances 
cjonnectfefd with the murder of Docherty, but with evety 
dOuer crime of that nature in which he and Burke had been 
concerned^ and that his wife, against whom A« could not 
give evidence, should confirm his statements so far as 
consistent with her knowledge. Such information was 
clearly indispensable for the safety of the public; It is 
known that it was soMy from Hare's consequent disclo- 
sures that the murders of Mary Paterson and Daft Jamie 
*Wer6 ascertained, and that collateral evidence wlis obtain^ 
6d sufficient to warrant b charge ag^nst Burke as con- 
B6Cted with these mnrders. In both tfcese <mses, it is 
certain th^t the bodies were recognised in tJie.dissectingr 
toom^and in both, part of the clothesof the «nfi>rtunate 
persons murdered, were fonnd xh Burke's pos»Bs*i6». If' 
no other case was charged; it may w^fl be supposed to 
iiAve arisen from the absence* of ^udncollateral etidence^ 
without which no conviction cottld have been looked for. 
ff we are riglit in' this statement, one? we *m?0 6^«H ^ mm^e 
paifis in oDtaifdng accurate it^brmatuyn, it «^ouM be ittlp&ih 
4iMe to bring Hare or his wife to trial for criwies which 
they had disclosed -under such^ circunistances, even if 
there could be evidenee against them, which is no WB3fit 
likely. ' . e 

' M*Dougal' has been tried, and a jury has thought'^ 
to acquit het of the omly charge of which ervidenc^ <3ouW 
be obtained of her accession ; and Burke has been con* 
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. Ykted, and he is to be execuU^d. Deeply a3 we Tj^r^'t 
that punishment should not reach a greater number &f 
thov«ie miscreants, we cannot shut our eyes tQ the ob- 
stacles which may thus present themselves to its^a^^coia- 
plishment, apd must console ourselves with the reflectioo^ 
that if farther trials are not to take place, the public 
functionaries are now well informed not only of the ex- 
tent but of the nature of such practices; and, thus alive 
as they must be to the dreadful consequences of. such 
crimes, the public has good reason to truist to the effect 
of their vigilance and exertions in affording security to 
the lives of the unprotected. 

TTie Caledonicm Mercury. . 
In a contemporary journal of Friday la|5t,.we observe 
an article entitled "The West Port Murders," ,whic^ 
we think deserving of our special notice ; and as it' i^ 
Siubstantively an answer to our legal argument respectuig 
the liability of Hare to be tried for the murders of Mary 
Paterson and Daft Jamie, as ^ell as a defence of the 
Public JP^osecutor, for declining to bring any more of 
"the horrid gang of murderers" to trial, we feef Qur«elve5 
called upon to reply to it In doing so, however, we 
shall not fail to keep in mind that.w^have to deal with ^ 
qo^^MMf^law and of fact merely, and that, differing as 
^'^iPPP?'itiQ^3 Arom the Lord Adv43cate, in the vie;nr 
which he has taken of his duty upon this occasion^ there 
is but oae opinion as to the purity^ and uprightness of 
the motives, by which he has been actuated, and of hi§ 
desire, (unless opposed by technical difficulties,) to afford 
the fullest satisfaction to the public. His Lordship, to 
}^ infinite honour, has uniformly paid attention to the 
i^ongly expressed sentiments of the country. / 
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Th^ article in que^dOQ sets out as followdy-^fojr qao-* 
tation see pages 141 and 142, paragraph commeDcing^ 
*' Much dissatisfaction, &c. 

JJow, we contend that this is altogether errotieoua in 
point of law, and that the writer, in order to arrive at his 
conclusion, has confounded two things perfectly distinct^ 
viz. the legal effect of a verdict of conviction before sen- 
tence, and the legal eflRect of such conviction after the 
Court has l?een moved to pronounce judgment; and 
after a sentence has been passed sinking the capvt of the 
prisoner. It is quite clear in law, that even a convic- 
tion, upon a capital charge, does not and cannot destroy 
the stattts of the prisoner ; and for this reason, that the 
verdict may be special, . or inapplicable^ or it may find 
something different from the facts charged, or it may in* 
volve 9 conclusion which isv inept in law, so that, upon a 
motion in arrest of judgment, no sentence can pass upon 
it. Instances of this kind constantly occur ; and every 
one who is acquainted with the books of criminal law, 
must be familiar with ^lany of them. It follows, there- 
fore, that if an objection were proponed upon any of 
these grounds, add sustained by the Court, the prisoner 
would fall to be dismissed simpliciter from the bar. But 
until the Court be moved for judgment, it cannot be 
known whether such an objection may not lie ^ and, con*- 
sequently, it is manifest that a mere conviction, however 
valid it may ultimately be foupd, does not and cannot af- 
fect the status or destroy the caput of the prisoner, which 
is the joint result of the verdict and the sentence. Hence^ 
we contend that the writer before us labours qnder a 
complete mistake ia supposing that the decision of the 
Court *^ ih restricting the Prosecutor to the proof of one 
c^.the thr^ charges exhibited against Burke ivas aU&Ukd 



uMf>tbenetMtafy effbst of preventing thi disclosure <^ the 
€i^cum$tance» connected with the other two murders^ and 
that, ^^ after Burke had been convicted under the third 
charge^ it was out of the question to proceed to try him a «e- 
ernid^and a third time on the two previous accusatumsJ*' As 
matters turned out, it was indeed out of the question to 
trjfi Burke a second and a third time for the other two 
murders. But how was it out of the question^ P Solely 
on account' of the err^r committed by the Prosecutoi? 
bimself in. moving and obtai^kig the sentence of the Court 
on the verdict of conviction which had been returned by 
the Jury on the third charge, namely, the murder of th^ 
womao Docherty : For the moment Bui4ce was condemn- 
ed: to- die, hh caput was destroy ed^**>he was dead in law^ 
and had no longer a persona standi in judicio ; conse^ 
qiiently, after such conviction and sentence, it was clearly 
^ o«| of the question^ tq proceed to try him a second 
and' a third time on the two previous aecusations.'' But 
t9ie have^ some confidence that no lawyer will maintain 
Ihe' inoom'petency of> proceeding to try Burke upon these 
"Charges^ had the Lord Advocate rested satisfied with t^ 
Isonviotion he had obfojnedj and delayed moving fdr sen^ 
tenoe. We will not argue a point so clear as this. It is 
^^ent to Us that the dilemma in which the Prosecutor 
lias placed himself is the consequence of his ow>n blun«- 
d^ and that fiiirke might have been tried on twenty seM> 
^parate'chnrgeS) if the indictment had contained so mmy^ 
but for- the error committed by hi$ Lordship himself in 
ttwving the Court for judgment, and thus destroying the 
ppisoner-^s civil personality, and, of course^ his persona 
stdmdiinjudidkh 

-Atfler stfttihgj wliat is perfectly true, thai *^ thef likniled 
Wwe'of tlie^ivetoswec^us prodbced^has-natmraUy led 
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lAs puUi(v in the iprestut s£»te*of excited feelipg^ to ei^I 
for the farther trial and punishment of this atrocio«u| ^' 
gang/' the wriiier then proceeds to say :-*-See paragra^ 
on page 142, commencing " W« have heard, howevei^'' 
&c. to end of the article. 

Now, our readers will perceive that this just comes^ ia 
substance, to the fact stated by implication in our Satur- 
day's publication, that Hare and his wife were admittei^ 
to ** peach" upon a promise of impunity and protection^ 
3ot were the circumstances such a,s to warrant the Pub-: 
lie Prosecutor in giving such a promise, or accepting 
disclosures from Hare in regard to the murders of Mar^ 
Paterson and Daft Jamie, calculated to embarrass him 
in dealing with these miscreants, or to tie up his ha^ds 
aHoged;i<er from proceeding against them on account of 
these hdrrid crimes ? We maintain there ivere no such 
eircumstances, and our reasons for thinking so are alrea-? 
dy partly before the. public. The defender of the lLor<[ 
Advocate says, indeed, that " thfere were just four per-t 
sons engaged in these horrid deeds, viz. Hare and hi^ 
wife, and Burke'and M'Doi^al," and that if all four had 
been indicted, " it is obvious that the evidence against 
them would have been merely presumptive, and consider- 
ittg the dlflSculty experienced even in convicting Burke^ 
wken two eye-^wUness^s swore to the way in which the <ke4 
was done^ it is {dain that all the four would have beea 
acquitted.'* Now, all this is very loosely and inaccurately 
stated ;—^for^ in the first place, the Lord Advocate knowi? 
as Well hs w^ d<>, that instead of/ouVy there were at least 
sev&n persons concerned either as principals or accessary 
rh^ in these murders ; secondly, that independently pf 
the testimony of Hare and his wife, there was more than 
" prei3umpt!ve evidence" ina^iauch as^he himself rested 
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"th^ ease against Burke on the other evidence adduced; 
exclusive of Hare and his wife altogether; thirdly, that 
thie Jury paid no regard whatever to the testimony of 
these wretches, yet convicted Burke of the charge libelled ; 
and, lastly, that no other difficulty was experienced in 
obtaining thi^ conviction than arose from the Prosecutor 
having to contend with the great talents of the Counsel 
iarrayed for the defence, or were inseparable from a pro- 
tracted investigation into a great body of circumstantial 
evidence. How, then, can it be maintained, that if Hare 
and his wife had been included in the indictment with 
Silrke and M*Dougal, the whole four would have been 
acquitted ? It is said, indeed, that these miscreants, par- 
ticularly the former, made such disclosures in relation to 
the murders of Mary Paterson and Daft Jamie, as ren- 
ders it now impossible to bring them to trial for these 
assassinations; but even admitting this to the fullest ex- 
tent, it is not pretended that they made any disclosures 
connected with the murder of Docherty; and as their 
testimony proved of no avail in facilitating or insuring a 
conviction against Burke, the necessary inference is, that 
the Prosecutor mismanaged his case in not including 
them in the same indictment with their associate and 
accomplice for that offence at least. But if people will 
not seek for evidence they cannot find it. Why was 
Fakonetf* not sought out and brought forward? Had the 
Prosecutor apprehended this fellow and Paterson, and 
afterwards admitted them as king's evidence, tlHeve would 
have been no want of proof to convict the whole opera- 
tive part of the gang, if not to go even farther tkan this. 
The teachers of anatomy ought also to have been exa- 
mined. They had it in their power to tell much that 
had come to their knowledge, and to point out channels 
hy which more might have b^en discovered. ^ Infora^^- 
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tion of the most valuable description might have been 
obtained from them, had it been required ; information, 
which they were A^dlling and anxious to give, and which, 
we rejoice to learn, the Prosecutor is now taking the 
proper means to obtain. 

In the paragraph above quoted there are some errors 
in point of fatt, which are the more material and german 
to our view of the case, because the mind of the Public 
Prosecutor may have been misled by them, and his coursfe 
of conduct influenced by the misconceptions under which 
he laboured. First of all it is stated that M^Dougal, 
** though not actually married to Burke, had lived with 
him as his wife, and had borne his name for ten years, 
and was thus legally his wife." In his ^* confessions," 
Burke states himself to hav^ been living in notour' 
adultery, which of course could only be the case upon 
the supposition that a former wife of his own w^s 
alive; which we understand to be the fact. M'Dou- 
gal's connection with Burke, therefore, was not of 
such a nature as legally to disqualify her for giving 
evidence against him. Next, the writer is misinform- 
ed when he says that Hare " was not the leader of 
the gang.'' Further investigation, we are convinced, 
will prove the contrary. Hare was engaged in this hor-r 
rid traffic hefore he formed an alliance with Burke; and 
although the superior appearance, address, and physical 
strength of the latter, led him to act as the decoy, and 
to take a conspicuous share in the perpetration of the 
murders. Hare, we are satisfied, was his master and his 
tempter, as he is known to have been his constant asso- 
ciate in all the murders he committed, except, perhaps, 
one, which Burke alleges Hare did by himself when he 
Vas in the country. It is really melancholy to << hfear," 
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tbedfoforey ^^ that no lartber trials will take place," 4ui^ 
that, as far as the Proseeotor is conceroed, Hiure and hu^ 
wife are now free from all challeioge. 

Happily, however, there is one uietbod by which they 
may still be brought to justice. The mother of Daft 
Jamie is alive ; and it U competent for her to prosecute 
for the murder of her son, upon obtaining the concourse 
of the Pablic Prosecutor^ which hjs Lordship cannot 
withhold* This, we understand, is a settled point, and 
we know of a case in which a private party similarly cir- 
,ciun6tanc^d came forward. It was in consequence of 
several petsons being shot, in Aberdeen, on the late 
king's birth day. Captain M^Donach was that day the 
officer on duty, and gave the orders to the military to 
fire .upoA the mob, in consequence of which several per- 
f^ns were killed. Politics then ran high, and his Majes- 
ty'*s Advocate mfused to bring the C^tain to trial. But 
M private party came forward; his Lordship was obliged 
to grant hi^ concoud^ ; and Captain M^Donach was put 
•upon his trial. The Hon. Henr}' Erskine conducted the 
i^ai^e for the prosecution ; but in spite of all his efiPort^ 
the Jury a^^uitted the prisoner. We do not remember 
}iow the instance was ]aid, and we have not time at pre- 
.Sf^nt to consult .the authorities. We are quite certain, 
faoiWQver, as to the main fact, that the prosecution was 
brought by a private party, with concourse of his Majes- 
ty's AdvQ<;ate, after that Functionary had refused to 
prosecute in his own name. Now, the inference we draw 
froqa tbi* is, that the mother of Daft Jamie ought to come 
forwafd upon this occasion ; and in order to enable her 
to d^ so, .a subscription should be immediately opene^ 
£»r rai^skig the necessary funds to defray the expense of 
the jt?ial.( Were this done, hundreds, nay thousands 
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#ould subscribe to enable ber to proseouOe ; and we me 
satisfied that the Lord Advocate would not only not re^ 
fuse his concourse, but would be pleased and gffatifiecB 
with a proceeding calculated to relieve him from the 
embarrassments with which he is. at present surromided. 

Edinburgh Advertiser. 
The Lord Advocate is blamed, not only for not having 
possessed the gift of " second sight," and discovered 
sooner that Burke and Hare, and their two wives, were* 
murderers. He is blamed in the second place, for having 
been able to procure the conviction of only one t)f the 
gang. Hare and his wife, it is said, ought not tahave been' 
made King's evidence. There was enough of evidence,' 
we are told^ against their associates without them ; and 
we are desired', thereforcj to adopt the-conclurion, that 
tbey were improperly screened from punishment, \>^ 
being invested with the character of witnetees/ T%is y 
really too . much. But some persons, when disposed^ 
find fault, require, in the language of the proverb, " bu^ 
a Amr to make a tether." It has proved so, in the' pre-' 
sent instance. A better arranged case -of proof, eircum^ 
stantial and direct, has seldom, perhaps, been laid before^ 
a jury, than that which was submitted to the jury on the^ 
trial of Burke and M*Dbugal. A train of more clearly 
delivered and unshakerily adhered^ to testimony, onthie^ 
part of the unexceptionable witnesses, has seldorfi heejpi 
Kstened to. Yet, even when aided by the direct tesfi-^ 
mony of .Hare and his wifcj for whose evidence wcaw 
told there was no necessity, a jury, including individuals' 
of the most respectable character, unanimously found 
the charge no^ proven against JUPDougcU^ while, at least^' 
two of them, it is asserted, contended for a sihiiler'ver-^ 
dict^even^against Burke himself. Had Hare and hlscwift^-^ 



therefore,, not '.been witne3ses,. there is .the bes;t reason for. 
supposing that the conviction of none of the foyr would 
have been obtained. It is surprising that, in such a 
Sftate. of facts, the Lord Advocate should be accused of 
having acted improperly, in admitting these miscreants 
to the privileges of king's evidence. 

• In Our last, paper we ejideavoured to show that his 
JiOrd^hip. could not have acted otherwise than he has 
done. _A contemporary of yesterday has reviewed the 
rej^arHs w^e^then made. After affecting to consider them 
as coming )frorp a " higher quarter" than ourselves, in 
prder, of cp^rs^r-to secure the greater attention to his 
own observations — he sjill contends that the Lord Ad- 
v6cate acted improperly in giving immunity to Hare and 
h}s;)yife, a|id th%t if he had not done so, he might have 
^jocomplished . the jconyiction of more of the gang than 
5:UirJcje.. On a prirfia^ facie consideration of the subject, 
t^his must appear very unlikely. His lordship was, of 
course, in possession of all the evidence in its authentic 
shape, the broken parts of which have been wafted, in an 
exaggerated form, to the knowledge of the public. He 
was, pierh^ps, aware too, that the murders had ajl been 
so committed as to preclude the chance of direct evidence 
of them, except eitl;ier from Burke or Hare — who were 
accustomed, according to the recent confession of Burke, 
to keep even their wives out of the way, on such occa- 
sions. Our contemporary has not stated, and we, tliere- 
fore, imagine, cannot state, that any third party, not of 
the gang, ever witnessed a single one of the murders, or 
was ever so connected with their perpetration, as to be 
able to give any thing approaching to the requisite di- 
rect evidence on the subject He should be prepared to 
do so, however, before censu^ring the Lord Advocate (or 



ff^mode of procedtore whidi tmiyhiivie been/ mid iiviilelv' 
We beliete, Wis wholly una voida^^le. 

(^i*<;ontemporaiy objects to the extent of immuni^ 
be supposes to h^ve been given to Hitre a»d hi? wife. 
On this point, We should thiqk, he need feel no uneasi- 
ness. If king^'s evidence was necessary— if without such, 
evidence it be plain from what has occurred on the trial 
of Burke, that there was more than a chance, a pirobfdbi-) 
lity efven,' that' the conviction of none df the gang coukl 
have been obtained-*-we may rest assured that the Lord 
Advocate offered no farther premium on the treachery 
which he felt to be requisite, for the sacrifice of some of 
them, than was absolutely necessary to insure it ' 

But then our contetnporary thinks that, at all events, 
a different selection ought to have been made, and that, 
by the testimony of M^Dotfgal, had she been admitted^sft 
king\s evidence, Hare might have been convicted as well 
as Burke. In our last paper, we stated that M^Dougal, 
although not actually married to Burke, had^ ibr ten 
years, lived with him as hid wife, and, in law, therefore, 
was so, and could not be examined against him; and as the 
Other woman could not, for the same reason, have beea 
examined against Hare — ^and neither of them could furhisli 
against the husband of the other, that clear and decisive 
Evidence required from socii criminiSy to give it sufficient 
weight ; the result of taking them as king's evidence 
might, and probably would have been, the escape of the 
whole four. Burke, however, it seems, has been confess- 
ing since his condemnation, and, as one of his. confes- 
sions is said to lead to an iTiference that his cohabitation 
with M^Dbugalcould not miak^ her his wife, as either, 
he 6r she w^re pr^viodsly marided, and the wife or hus« 
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hirtidjof the fonmr matriage ilUI.aUv^^-*-attir c«atei9p9-^. 
rary, on the tacit assumption. dmt thU lavon yet pay^ri-; 
ously hinted at fact was or ought to have been known, 
and capable of proof i^r«.th^ triil— >WckavQi^r« to give 
the eouplda^mceM oiit argilcdcoit ag»i99t t|^e. ppssibility; 
ofhaTing made M'Dou^l gi^e i^Vidi^nc^againat Burk^ 
His attempt to do so is jbunded on the re$ult pf what i^ 
genially {Called^ reasoning in a circle, wd stems to re», 
qoire BO far^h«r notice. . His whole ar^^ument^ iiij^ef d,^ 
c»'lfais( port of .the subject proi^eieds o^ this otbi^r as^ 
stonption^ that the Prosseoutor^ in looking out for king^s 
evidence) hasitbe sdcction of it entirely ip his own hand^ 
Tfa^ we ^rather thinks is but seldom the c^se; and,^ 
where the gang hata been connected a$ husbands and 
wives, the selection miist often be prescribed to him, or 
mude imperative, by eircum9t«nces Qve^.whieli'he oan 
hin^e no control. Is our . Contemporary quite «ure tha(: 
tile Lord Advocate bad not his hands tiedf ipthis way^; 
ih the present case ? 

> As^to his lengthened argi^imenjt to. s^qw th^t.faad ti^. 
Lord Advocate not movjsd. for judgq^f^nt aga^t Bjuu^|ce» 
when found guilty, of the lii^t of the three n^urdepfs charged, 
a^nst him, it would have he^n. cpimpetepl. tq h^f U^ 
evidence of the eircum6£an€e$ attending the otfij^r Xwq'-^ 
We would simply ask,. m^a»o .^ Whfttvgood effect (fould 
have resulted from t^e leitding of it? I{are ^p4 bis wi& 
being protected as king's ev^^ence aigairvst the cpnse^ 
q«enees pf Jlfewr p^ticipation in tb^m, and M*I)oiijiga}.notr 
being charged with ^&w at alU tfeey cquld only.hajVf^ 
been proved against Burke, After what had. p^edft- 
invtHt not this have seemed) ij^ so far i^s Bur^e was coin 
cemed, toiJe like tfeei pouripg of :^^t!^j on ^ jltow^ip^ 
mduse, and> in so far ^. th^ pu^bUc wa^ ^ter^tc^ tfi. Im| 
the exciting of feeling unneeessarily and without object ? 
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Our'eo^temporafy, m condusionv asserts, iSiat what- 
ever fmipunitf the Lord Advocate- may have fe!t it ne- 
cessfiry to give to the infamous Hare, the ntother ^f 
ff Daft Jamie^'^^ taking advantage of the' disclosures made 
by that wretch under ' promise 6f pardoA, is entkfad to 
prosecute him, with the concurrence of the jE^ord Advo- 
cate, which concurrence, in all these circumstances, his 
Lordship, he says, wiH ' be bound to give. This seems 
very novel doctrine. We. can only say, that we should 
be extremely glad to' think our contemp<M*ary 'correct in 
laying'.it do^d ; and no ma|i, we are certain^ would be 
^mobe hapjpy to think his reaspning without flaw^ dian tbe 
Lord A**^o^^^^ ' : - - 

There is stHl apotfaer pojnt of i/^dj^ agaiiist his Lord- 
ship, «n insinuation diat he is ' unwilling: to pr0seci!ki& 
^trains to the knowledge of other imirderS'Vi^hieh;aireisaiil 
to have opened' to him, and whioh are reported. tp'iid- 
plicate other murderers than diose ali^eady knbwn to. the 
public. Such an insinuation might safely be tontemn^ 
by uny one, and must be far/ too inciisdibU,' when made 
-against his Iknrde^ip, ito fiind a couple^ of ears^ on the xe-r 
•spectk^e sides of the most credulous head ih tbe strong- 
holds of credulity itself, to tak^ it: in. The Lord Ad- 
vb^cate^ we suppolse; thinks 0»olly b^ford he acts-rr^finds 
^t'SOihe persacm to be tried-^^^and on grounds inferring 
^^robablis oonviihtion, before h^ institutea the trial ; and, 
lis ^ar contemporary: admits that' he ts stilL proceeding 
in his investigations, the eharge of vnwiUiiigness toipro- 
secute, seems, even on his own showii^g,! to -beTlBiy prre!- 
.xoature^ as'wdiras inctedible.^ . * / ', / 

- ■;. -, ' :i ; ■ r . .';•.-, '.' .■ •/■ ' \ ' ... ' . .. ":: r 

We lite satisfii«d[ tjbatj in. di^ proseaeiltion of IfiBrloe ^and 
1^ ia^soelat^eil, Mid in the invostigation o£ tfif systeoirftf 
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.murder With which they have been connected, the 'Lord 
Adybcate has done, and is ddirig his duty, ably, impat- 
tially, and fearlessly, and that he is entitled to^e highest 
praise instead of the slightest censure. Peeling this to 
be' the case, we cannot withhold- our humble effort tb 
mike it appear no, 

^ ' Edinburffh Obkerver. 

The people are not satisfied with the ihnperfect dis- 
closures that have taken place, and tfab triviil atonemerit 
didt is to be made to outraged humanity^ by the death of 
oialy one of the atrocious gang. There is a cry ibt* blood 
-^more blood — throughout the land ; and comiidg, as it 
does, from the bulk of the nation, it will require no little 
discrimination and'fi'rmneiss, on the part of the Public 
Prosecutor, to see his way clearly, and to keep it when 
he has found it. 'A more difficult situatioh' d)an iiis^ at 
thie present time, we cannot well imagine. Eventh^ ac- 
tivity of die press, in reiterating the calls for further in- 
quiry and for more t^iisCimfs, at the very moment wheix he 
is known to be ihdefatigably employed in prosecuting thib 
one and'seardiing for the bthier, has' greatly contributed 
to r^nde^ his duties inore harassing and lingeacioua. 
Under a sincere' and^ despite what others iaay,' wfe 
conceive a just impression, that all the monster^ might 
escape the^ gallows, as one of them has actually done^ by 
a vepdiict of ^* not provin,'*' he permitted ! two of them to 
purchase their Sroitbless lives by bearing testimony 
ag^init their associates; That the Hares obtained this 
imfmnnity as being the lesser criminals in bis estimatioA^ 
we do not believe. The fact of the particulai: murdef, 
which led to the whole discoveries, having been perpe- 
ttatediitflto Burke's ro^^.iiatairalljr pointed out hiAf.and 
his^ gttrhy partner as t|ie more immcidkte ofa^cts of 
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' 1119$ t bonouralil^ oftKi^ty^ta investigaliQ the afPair to. the 
J iijtteFiQost ; and had he 5tojt, at the.very ou.ts^t^f the tria,!, 
: b^enurg^d into, a coQce^sion tQ. the legal scrupjes of the 
. couBsel <^o«Jed tp hion, whose eloque^c^ mqst ass^i^ed^ 
. reft one wretch (rjoim' the clutch'of the hangn^ap, n9t 
.merely one, but thm^ a($s of tbe horrid drama. woi4d 

h^ye be^. pwblidy retried* It is stated, th^t i^ipce the 

trifil, hi^ Lord$ibip;.and his assistants have been unremi^- 
' tiog in their inquiries. He km :atte^ded almost' every 

precpgnition, and s)»rv^yed in person the foul; abodes 
, whi^ the^joiurderers iAhabiii;edy: ^pd ^M^p the dwellings 

of their, victims. JBtot be refUsj^Svtp yiplate the public 
.&ith, of wfaicby.in tbisinstaQoe^be is .t^ci. custodier, by 
.yielding ^p .the tools^ he- h»s b^^n fprc^ tor^ipploy, to 
f t^^t puniisbm^t which. they have so sbtindaptjy me^i^dv 
/y^t firomf which ,thj9; nation stands .pledged tbey are r^* 
' deemed, .Ood forbid that^w^e .should .ftdvpca^e, the in- 

deniniiy;of these^monstecsion a©y;g^ou»d> ^ay^^^the sc^nc- 
1 tity of such :m pledge. We<,q»jBstiou grj?^tly, wlietb^r 
( Bare and bis partner, dasti^on tbe.wpi'ld^itb;igi|9mii)y 
. andci^ime. branded on. their foreheads, are i^t n^^re coj^- 

dignly punifdved, than, the li^i^r^ched man^wbo^ d^ys, aife 
•dttiabered^: and. whose; doom. It is cert^ly nc^t uftchar^ 
- table /to predict, will yet jojrertake tbeiBU , In^tHf[ cjfier.^^f 
! Wewre's murder,. Frobect^ . one of ithe aQcesgarie^ w^s 
; adn^itted tO'B like immunity. iWben his fputbi^^th-l^ftd 
;consignied.0ne of bis. Associates ta.xheiigimc^s,.^^^ w.fis 
laliowad^* to ^.fonh.intoJhe^world aj frees m^i/ bH^ Ji^i^ 
' Gain^be ficMiud himself an. outcast, and) iq^th^.^pursje 9f 
•^/ew months,, was. again! arraigned afif'M :feto«l»: ,cpi|v.^(^^ 
'imd executed. :-> i.j in.i'/^ ■ .:-.,,. ' ..\,..,-^ a k,;',. 
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Tbocigh W€ 4bMnt ftma ibc ^uttoMirjF mode 4i prb* 
Gedure wbkk many people reaoraibeAdy mA cfoaceite Akt 
it would be ft perilous innoTatkni ^n die pterogBtitt-bt 
lilt Pttblic Prosecutor to sejs «b«C ta ibiti testiiiice, Ms 
pled^ of iamiuaily slii^ 'be di^vegairdedy iintlew eoMe 
new charge eaH be ^bfttantiated^ we view tke dell^td- - 
tion so unaffectedly expressed by the public towards Ae 
whole gang^ as consolatory to bumanity. Had erhm- 
nals, with hands so deeply dyed in blood, found even one 
' commiserator or advocate beyond the walls of the Court 
of Ju$tice-*-*h«d Miymati ventured to whisper that Ae 

* crimes which lSi6y haVe perpetrated are not worthy of 
' death — nay, bad not the whote nation lifted up its voice, 

and declared, tbat even death itself was but a tniserable 

atonement lor crimes so monstroos, weoshould hate re- 

'garded it as a national disgrace. It is to iie hoped, faow- 

'cver, that this laudable spirit wJH not degenerate 'Into 

imnnttuary violence* Tbt authorities, we are satisiedy ^ 

wilt not rdax liieir eflbrts to devdqse the whole of dtese 

siingniiii^y atrocities ; and, if tbe correspotklence wkidi 

is at present carrying oi| between tbe Lprd Advoeateiatid 

^e teachers of • onatooiy shoold, in eqtijunstion with ^ 

' olber mvestigations m progmss^ lead to the inculpalMai, 

'in tfie remote«<t way^ of any individua],' we are s^tis^ed 

Hbat nothing will shield the culprit Ironi the vengeaaee ' 

' of Htbe hrw, be hie rank or pvevion^ respslotabil^y what it 

* mity. As yet oniy one individual of that body has been 
' inany "vlray implicated in these horrible irimsactiotts; and 

* we know that a feeling is pvendeiit that he has been 
-ireated'wittb greater deUeacyithan he deserves; but tiie 

Ci]dpability of one «ian must not be reeeivad as condom- 
naftory evidence against n whole tfibe. 4a earnest do- 
sire is entertained by tbe teachers of anatomsi^ that tiiie 
fullest investigation should take place ; and if criminid 



lasilyr la Ac^ rewipt of sdjecta om lit <trad(ed te anjr 
pffli^iilar quartoCyftnflnpleex^MUioiiwBl^f^^ Thi» 
ttqidstdoii tliey ase eatttled to demand ; ,fiMr the rep«t]fr^ 
tion of 4lie wiiole fraleriii^ is. perilled by Am revoltaDg 
littspwuuit which the erhnes of their caterim haVees^ 
gwidered. ■ 



THB PypWC PROSECUTOR AND H?S 
APOLOOJSTS^ . 

71i<8 rqmarkA FbijQ}i am>e^e4 ia our MoQ(j[fLy> puU^ 
cati^Pi 00 the dei{enf>e>of t}i# t^r^ Advocate ins«i:ted in 
It <909^ii^rary JoMfQal of Frid^^ last,, have, been re^ 
Tiev^^ xiot;^ii4wereds u^ (be ccdomns <xf the same {)i9^ 
oC Tuesday ; . and were i% QOt pf the very.gr^atest ynportr 
anqe» at (be prepeinjt mome.i^^ itbat tb^ public shpuld be 
acc\ira^^ informed re^p^cting.s^M^e .of^the poiiit^ at.is* 
aues we, should b^Ye b^en ^e}! cmitent to, leave the jsub? 
ject tQ the deoH^ion^of fll cpmpe^iit p^^rsops, upon oiup 
first .f^id^ooqbewbftt.bui^ieid ^ft^jpeoU We.truit that 
we iHkM be e^cusf4 ^^^ P^^^Qdiipgvajt oi)^ tp dealvWitl^ 
the only nifittmrs of law fiiid fa^t tprY'^V^h the wriljer ^a^ 
thought propjir tOfadvert^ r . ^. 

. ' ■ • ■ ;;-:■. ^ V.:, , r s 

Andf, in. tb^ firat plaocv-r^or the aeke pC perspicuity, 
we^Ml til^ the different tiiipics^ ini^tk^ $^91^. ord^r a^ 
foiweyljt)— tbfi Witer rel«etan|Jy ^df^it^ fkl^ validity qf 
i^e iMfg*inc»t:^?i|€h w^ faddue^ ,^' $p sh^^ that .bad W^ 
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tfae:Ijokil AdTbOftteMsmvdd^ Sir Jiiidgli|i»it igSMistBiiiiMy^ 
wlieti fottud guilty xkT tfaelast «f the ^i^jminiUorsjdwirg-^ 
ed' againut > biiii, ; k > wodd (toive . been ' (unnpctisiit to^bare 
^ : evidence of the . ctr«ums(^a«ice8;.atteiiidtiig Ohe > other 
two;V Buthevaricsy4na.6ofio? MWluit f^sid etBectm^ 
have resulted from the leading,of it ?" We. answer, firs^; 
that it would have redeemed the Lord Advocate's pledge; 
and, secondly,, that it wpuld have satisfied the country* 
Both in rep^lying to the arguments of the prisoner's 
Counsel on the relevancy, and in addl^essing the Juryfor 
the Crown, his Lordship distinctly pledged himself to 
probe and sift the whole of these murders t<Hhe bottom. 
In the former case, while contemplating being under the 
necessity of deserting the diet against M^Dougal, owing 
to the view taken of the indictment by the Court as con-^ 
taining a cumulatio acUonumy and the exercise of their 
discretionary power in separating the charges, hfesud, 
<* The question is now reduced to one of time lind'trou^ 
We ; for if I do not proceed against her to-day, she witt 
be piDceeded against ten days hence. In such circum^ 
stances I shall not certainly insist now on -that woman^sr 
b^ing tried on this indictment I shall proceed -i^insf^* 
her albne, since she how says that being tried dm this in- 
dictment will prejudice her case.'^ And again, almost 
imtnediately after, he added, " No motive shalL indu^se. 
me, for one moment, to listen to any attempt' to* smother 
tliis'case; to tie me down to try (me single dUsa^ge instead 
Tqf all the three. * I am told thiat thte mifid of-Wi^ pobtie is 
excited ; if so, are they not entitkd^hDowfroMtkbJirBito 
the last of this gaae ; Bxid is it not my duty to g^ through the 
iahde of these charges? I would be Qond^iiyd'-Vy^'the * 
country if I did not, and ^hat' to me is ^T§eIkhoi^Lde^ 
s^veit/' ' The Court, in giving jud^ent on !t}ie vele- 
Taney, fully recognised thfe propriety of this most dittiaet 



lield, tlft»; k^was c^tnp^tent to try Bo rke oh fidl'tbe^ttiree 
^dmpges, -and that thfe' Public Pfo'Setulor should ^oc^ed 
*witb the &rst' aiafd then with the othei*s. t^dM rMeftd6#t- 
bank, entirely cowcuirrtng in this • View, eipresSedhisopi*- 
mtniy' that labile their Ldrdsbips sustained the fai^lietmenk 
tbey^hould " direct the Lord Atlvoeate to proceed si*- 
pai^tely m the trial of the differi^ni charge^.** Ldrd 
Mackenzie and the LoHl Justice Ci^rk acquiesced in tbi^ 
suggestion, and, in &ct, it ultinlatdy became the jUdg^ 
talent of the Gburt. Fortified by Sufeb authority, thd 
Lord Advocate accordingly reiterated his pledge in hid 
address to the Jury, aild in t^rms equsilty emphatic and 
Iine^iv6cal. Now, we woidd simply ask the writer be^ 
fore ITS, Was this sacred and solemn pledge redeemed? 
Were " all the three'' charges tried ? Wetd* they gon^ 
through from first to last? Did the Pi'oseciitdr do^bis 
duty according to his own view of it, by going <^* thTbugh 
the whole of these charges ?*^ He cannot ansWei^ ih tSei 
affirmative. By moving for, and obtaining judgrfi'elyl 
against Burke on the conviction under the first iAiAvgef 
he rendered ft impossible for himself to redeem 'Mi 
J>ledge ; and' two of the charges were, in cons^uepce^ 
diistnissed without investigation. Now, was this taot diit 
ferror in judgment, which is all we~ ever alleged ? N^^ 
was it riot an error calculated to placie the Prosecutor itL 
a very embarrassing pdsition in reference both to his dwji 
pledge and to the public ? It is true the apologist sayi 
that trying Burke upon the first and second charges^ af-i 
ter he had been convicted bti the third, would have been 
•* like pouring water on a drowned mouse." But wecAn-i 
not say we adntfre either the elegance or the feBcity of 
this illustration. The question is not one that cdncern* 
ed Burke, whose fate wal5 in fact determined by the con- 

7. Y 
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viction under the third charge* It coaceraed theJicHTil 
Advocate and the country alone; the former as haying 
become bound to try << all the three'^ charges ; and the 
latter as, by his Lordship's admission^ '< entitled to 
Juiow them from first to last," — a knowledge which his 
Lordship conceived it to be his << duty'^ to afford, and 
which he would be deservedly condemned by the coun- 
try if he did no^ afford. But the writer, adds, that 
taking any further proceedings was calculated ^^ to ex- 
cite the feelings of the public unnecessarily and with- 
out object." We are really surprised that tpy person 
could have been found short-sighted and ignorant enough 
to hazard such an assertion. What! was the exposure of 
one murder, and the quashing of all investigation into the 
circumstances of other two, calculated to allay the excite- 
ment of the public mind ; or rather, was it not calculajied 
to produce the very opposite effect? A corner of the 
veil only had been lifted up ; a glimpf^ merely had been 
given of crimes which this very writer himself describes 
as ^^ destined in point of atrocity, to stand iilqne, and in 
advance of every other that man has hitherto been known 
to commit," and as covering up from the view " the very 
outposts and limits of human wickedness; and then the 
curtain was suffered to. drop on others which it was 
equally necessary that the public should know, and which 
they were equally " entitled" to have fully and thorough- 
ly brought to lights this was the course pursued ; ample 
scope was given for the imagination to work, under the 
influence of an undefined apprehension ; and yet, we are 
gravely told that this was the most approved mode which 
could have been adopted to prevent an unnecessary ex* 
citation of public feeling ! Has it been attended, we 
would ask, with any such results ? 
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^ Next, as to the Unquestionable tide of Daft Jamie's 
tnot-her to prosecute Hare for the murder of her son, 
with concourse of the Lord Advocate, which concurrence 
his Lordship may be compelled to give^ our learned op- 
ponent remarks, that ♦* this seems very novel doctrine.*' 
We certainly do not hold ourselves lK>und to instruct out 
opponent in the first principles of criminal law ; but, for 
the sake of a public purpose, we shall endeavour to show 
that the doctrine we maintain, so far from being ** novel," 
is tritiesimi Juris, one of the most common and most 
thoroughly settled principles in our criminal code. To 
entitle a private party to prosecute, he must have an in- 
tsresty not remote or feeble, but immediate and powerful 
in the cause ; the wrongs alleged must be wrongs done 
to the person, and *5of a high and aggravated kind, such 
as may naturally excite strong feelings of anguish and 
resentment in the minds of the kindred of the sufferer ;" 
an oath of calumny must be taken by the prosecutor, if 
required by the party accused; caution must be found 
to insist in th6 prosecution; and the law also subjects 
the private prosecutor in expenses, and even in penalties, 
if he insist in a groundless or malicious accusation. Now 
has not the mother of Daft Jamie an interest in the pro- 
secution we point at ? Was there not a wrong done to 
the person of her innocent child who was foully murder- 
ed ? May she not with perfect safety take the oath de 
talumnia, if retjuired ? And is it impossible for her to 
find caution to insist, and to find means to defray the 
expense of the prosecution? The public, with their 
usual generosity; will, we doubt not, give a practical an- 
swer to the last of these queries ; and as to the others, 
we profess ourselves unable to discover th^t M^e have pro» 
fXHied any " noyel doctrine.'* 
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to.gr^t ))i^ (foncuF^enpQ m ^tvob <{irci:|mstiM|oes ; ao^d. w^ 
think Mr. Burnett and Mjr. Baron Huine will aoifAy b^PMT 
put our assertion. The formery aft€^ ^^taiUng ^ length 
the cond|tipns. ^^ve. hridS^ indicated, i5ay% it is p^ecUy 
ujodei^stood. ^Hhat bis, IN^esty's ^A^dyoc^te i^iwwt, vefviiat 
his c9i^pour^^, find. 'fMig he compelled ip give, t^, i|i ^U ^sls^ 
wher^ thj^ cppnphunt .of a /private ipart;y is foi^vled on a 
known 9in^re\^Yajfitj)ointiqfiiiUajfj9 (inurder/or ^xampl^) 
and as tp ivhich. )^e ba^ p^mu, facie a title to insisU" 
pp. 306-7. — And Mr. Ba^pp Hume is, if possible, still 
more explicit on the point. After stating that tljie Lord 
Advocate ipay refuse his concourse, if it be a^ed/loji 
charge of vrithqraft, which a statute has Qxpunged from 
the list of crimen or of treason fpr wbiqb no private part 
ty can proi^cute, or of murder at tb^ ioAtance (rf spm^ 
stranger, who does not even allege that he is anywise rer 
lated to the deceasedy^be goes pU: to say, " On the otheir 
side, certainly the Lprd Ady:oqate is not the absolute 
and accountable judge on such occasions; but is subject 
to the contrpl and direction of the Court, whowill4)h* 
Ugehim to produce qnd justify the gr0und8 (^ h^ r^kml t^ 
concur. Nay more ; except in such extraordinary sltua« 
tions a$ those above supposed, ^ shall not even ^ allotoe^ 
to engoffe in any inquiry, concerning the merits qf the cas^f 
Impropriety of the prosecution, thejbnfi of the adtiouj^th^ 
Siffficiency of the title^ or the liksj but shall .bE; oajmi^ej^ 
TO COMPLY STBAiQu^iWAY ; fcavinff tie 4i9Cfis^on of these 
mattery for die proper place and season, after the, libel shidl 
he in Court.'^ Vol. II. pp. 123-24* Lprd Aiemore's opi^ 
nion, given on the complaint of /Sir Jo^n Gprdon against 
his Majesty's Advocate, June 21, i79^ is equally. prer 
cise : *^ Had the Advocate refused bis cpu^purs^, bemight 
have been compelled tct give it, for every one i& entitled to 
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justice; bdt be <!amiot be foi^ced to prosebiite.^' Mac- 
Iaiirin,>p. 298. Is th^re ahjr "novel doctrine** hi all 
this? , - 

But our opponent endeavent^s to complicate the nmt^ 
ter by most disingenuously attributing to us a statement 
which we never made^ or ^ven so kniich a^ dreamt of, 
namely^ that the mother of Dafi Jamiei ^^ taking advan* 
t4fge,€fihe dischmres made byt/k infamoui HdHrey wider 
PROMISE ofpatdim^'* is entitled to prosecute him with the' 
concurrence of the Lord Advocate. The artifice is paW 
try enough ; but our answer is, that the rights of the 
private party, who, as sudh, ^^is entitled to justice/' can- 
not be in any inanner of way laesed or impaired, far lesS 
destroyed by any previous proceedings of the Prosecutor^ 
in bis public capacity;^ especially when these proceed-^ 
Ings are in the eye of the law ittegal, and* ohly winked at 
upon a principle of utility or general expediency. What^ 
in the name of common sense, of reason, and of law, had 
the mother of Daft Jamie to do with the disclosnrres made 
by Hare to the Lord Advocate " under promfe^ of par- 
don ?" That " promise" may be good agaiti&t his Lord- 
ship himself; but it is utterly monstrous to pretend that 
it can in any way affect the rights of a private party who 
comes forward to prosecute; which it would unqtiestibn^ 
ably do, in the most serious manner, were biis Lordshi^ 
tOfbe held entitled^ in virtue of that most injodiciolis ^rd^ 
mise, to refuse his concurrence. Kny, we maintain, on 
the authority of Mr. Baron Hume, that it would be ille^ 
gal in the Lord Advocate, when his concourse Was ap«. 
plied for^ te take any snch circumstance into hisMconsi^ 
deration at all; for it is expressly laid down in the pas- 
sage already quot&d, that his Lordship ^' shall not eveh 
be allowed to engage in any inquiry conc^rtii'ng the'merti^ 
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of th6 ca^e; the propriety of the prosecution^ the Jbrm of 
the action, the st^fficiency of the title, or the like ; all these 
Bxejus tertii to him ; and, accordingly, the Court would 
^* ordain him to comply straightway ; leaving the discus- 
sion of these matters for the proper place and season, 
after the libel shall be in Cotirt," This, we should think, 
h not very " novel doctrine f ' and as no man, we are as- 
sured, ** would be more happy to think our reasoning 
without flaw, than the Lord Advocate," (which we well 
believe,) we humbly hope that the exposition we have 
now given will be found to answer that condition. 

These then are the main points of our case; and we 
flatter ourselves that we have made them out But as 
we are resolved to engage in no further controversy on 
the subject, and therefore wish to clear off our score at 
once, we shall take the liberty of adverting, before we 
conclude, to one or two points of secondary importance, 
on which our opponent strenuously insists. 

. And, in the flrst place, he persists in maintaining that 
5* had Hare and his wife not been witnesses, there is the 
best reason/or supposing that the con viction of none of the 
four would have been obtained.'' We would have been 
jnuch better pleased, however, had this incurious apolo«^ 
gist condescended to inform us in what this ^^ best rea- 
son for supposing" consisted ; as we confess our own in* 
ability to discover a shadow of ^* reason" for the ** sup- 
position" so gratuitously made. The point, we are well 
AWarey is an important one for our opponent; because, 
unless he can make out that there was no case against 
£urke, without the evidence of Hare and his wife; in 
Other words, disprove our argument that there was suf- 
4f4ent testiiQony to couvict without the evidence of the 



WEST POET HURI>£ES» 167 

Accomplices at all, then our conclusion is inevitable^ that 
Hare and hi& wife ought to have been at the bar, aiid 
not in the witness-box. But, strange to say, although 
the point at issue is so important to the justification which 
our adversary labours to make out, he has not ventured 
to bring forward a single argument, or show a vestige of 
*^ reason" or authority, for the opinion he so strenuously 
asserts. We shall not, however, follow his example in 
this respect, but state as shortly as possible the grounds 
upon which we hold that Hare and his wife ought to 
have been placed at the bar beside Burke and M'Dou- 
gal. 

The testimony of a socitis criminis is good in law ^i 
in so far as it is corroborated by other testimony pei^jS 
ly unexceptionable, or by circumstances of real evidence^ 
and where it stands alone and unsupported, it is the duty 
of the presiding Judge to direct the Jury to pay no at- 
tention whatever to it. Let us apply this test to the evi- 
dence of Hare and his wife, and observe to what conclu- 
sion it will lead. The former, wherever he spoke to cir- 
cumstances which fell within the knowledge of unexcep- 
tioQable witnesses, differed from, or rather was flatly 
contradicted by them ; and consequently his evidence in 
regard to these was of no avail whatever, except to im- 
peach his own credibility. Again, he was contradicted 
by his wife in respect to several of the occurrences in 
Burke's and Connaway's on the evening of the murder ; 
and both were contradicted in regard to other matters 
in which they agreed, by the unexceptionable witnesses. 
As to what they said in regard to matters concernii^ 
which no other person could speak, they stood alone and 
unsupported, and of course were* not in law entitled to 
be believed ; while they were farther discredited by the 
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Want of all cbrroboratbn in regard iocifcuii^ancas 
spoken to equally hy them, and by the unexceptionaHTe 
^witnesses. Hour then was it possible that any weight 
whatever could be attached to such evidence, either by 
the Court or the Jury, particularly the latter ? Two mis^ 
creants, whose only title to be believed was their having 
t>een engaged in the commission of three murders, are 
adduced as witnesses to speak to one of them, and wher^ 
^ver their testimony is susceptible of being corroborated, 
it is flatly and pointedly contradicted by persons who are 
Bbove all suspicion; and where it stands alone and un- 
supported, it is in the eye of the law worth nothing* 
Why, then, were such witnesses adduced at all ? They 
were not necessary, because their testimony was not and 
could liot be believed; and, in point of fact, their depo- 
sitions served no other purpose, except to enable the 
I>ean of Faculty to plead what would have been otherwise 
tiearly an unpleaded case, and to point out such a for^^ 
Inidable array of flagrant contradictions as to shake the 
tninds of the Jury in regard to the eflFect of the unchal- 
lenged and unchallengeable testimony. The case, there^ 
fore, was, in point of fact, made out against Burke by 
other evidence than' that of Hare And his wife ; and as 
the same evidence which led to the conviction of Burke^ 
'would have Also led to the conviction of Hare at leas^ 
we have again to submit that that hideous wretch, if 
not also his wife, ought to have been placed at the bar 
beside his brother murderer. 

* We are accused of having blamed the Lord Advocate 
** for not having possessed the gift of second-sight ;" and 
various other follies which seem to have entered the ima- 
gination of^our opponent, when heated with his subjec^ 
are also laid to our charge. To these, however, we dis^ 
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dain to oflfier any reply. We can well believe that the 
case opei^ upon fats Lordship gradual ly, at^ l^at^ bad 
he now to retrace his steps, be would, ki maiiy respects, 
act differently from what he *has done. With the very 
best ititentbns in the world, a Prosecutor iKKa3r.be placed 
in such circumstances as almost ineTitably to lead him to 
bungle a case : but surely it can be no very heinous of- 
fence to point o«t such errors as a warning for the fu- 
ture, and at the same time to show how even at present 
they may be in a great measure remedied*— "fThe very 
head and front of our oflFending hath this exttntr-^no 
more.'' It is true, we called for further investi^iti<Hi^ 
atid We did our b^t to indicate what dmnnela ougbtleii^ 
be explored. That call has been answered, and.iiK|ii^t 
ries have been set on foot which can scarcely fail to leiui. 
to important results. In regard to the nature of tbesci 
inquiries^ or the facts whi<^ have been elidtedy we>are 
fot, the present dumb. Our object- is to aid, not tb 
thwart, the progress ^f judicial investigation; ^an^d no 
wish to gratify the public curioidty, or any iotfaer iboti^e 
indeed shall induce us to breathe a whisper calculated to 
defeat the great and necessary purpose whkh the Public 
Prosecutor is now labouring so zealously toacoo^nplish*^ 

In order to give a connected account of thepreliminai^ 

legal proceedings respecting the contemplated trial of 

y Sbre, we shall deky introducing >the subject at present^ 

In A future numbei: a detail of the w^ple proceedings 

wilibe^ven. 



s. 



: We«0!w^:p»oc«^a «<> detail ibfe f»ttic\<laii« fitfhfefcw- ^lywfft 

of die«0Teiitl itfdividudb wih6 biKv^been concetiwAiifb^fiii^ 
liefasimis ixmwsA^m* Of the^ tbe firs* ire iiliril : idpilii^ 

-. - ' • ; * ■. .WtLUAM BURKKv) - r < ? ^ .::/ 

' We taii'ple<%e»(Hiflr»dves Aat every eircmistatice^tilt j» 
bere^namitecl^Jbis biedn obljaiaed fircmi imcb %0m^%^ Uk 
^taiie'Ji0cA)ubtt^'it9 ilutlii^nlicity ; it^^yjjte seen that. wbite 
Aiai^emoki igia.glr^a^ti.deitl' fioU^r tha» tmif Qoe»dtot hm\m^, 
f^fitA^iUihJAa^^nm^ paiaiic^ilard^ ter^W ^ 

jtiatedfia^^s t}¥il bay^;i1«Qen fh)Sir lme(i40( timeiip^ 
Kah^ ';[ JiOTft ihfiise have: been, ^ibmined^ tre ^aiVKOft eojf^i^bul 
Fci ofttt ^erlhat ^thM^aciOQimtilMNtfiken i!eceiit?difiroA4ei^ 
ariiidshiinity be treUed oi^, and Aruch ofiliirDiB^^F ujilmi^jl 
mad J JMn^fiUi inde^ so : mudbi as to «atit)e-i ms • t^. sagv ;i^«t 

kriA)iiniQ8i;bia<»ni7n;accpuiit.< • •;.■{..-' • ..* ..i *_ oi :!,'! 

<>J hi n !:'^^ '■» •! ; iiiv/ ^ ; • - . ^ . < ■ ' : . . •' ' >v\ 

•,\ 'WttLiifltM Buwsfi, wbojse crin»» liaire condomiied biBot -id 
aiL iif(qanisdou8r dj^ath' jcm^tbe QoaSeld^ deecmbeB tbunsel^jte 
his judicial declaration, emitted before the Sheriff-substitute 
^ ffifinKnrghsIiito, in rdaAito to the catuae for irhicflu he > iras 
. tried^iaB lehi^'jdubrtyHsix yiearsof Age. He wbs hom^iAi.^ 
pariah «f Qrcqr^ near fitrabaae, ceniKty of TyrtincyiB Ir^an^l 
a);aiit the yc^c 17/99* His {)areal8> JBreie podr^ but indttstiioai 
and respectable in their station, which was thati'c£,*£Qdi^iiBy 
occup]ning, like the most of the peasantry of Ireland, a small 
piece of ground. The Irish are remarkable for the avidity 
with which they seek education for their children, under cir- 
<;umstances in which it is not easily attainable. The pa- 
ents of Burke seem to have been actuated by this laudable 



dimxe^riiisibodi. Wittkttni'ai^im bother ComrtsAtiBd^ ti^st 
haFe}r(teeii^ed the ckmeiits of viwl^ in iheit conriirion^Jttay 
be^caUedoa.igoQd filhiqulini, <ftad^fmpsiioE to! what t^aia&jft 
£jilktto>the.l0t of chiUiwiii'die^ b, Iixdxnd. .. Hejmw 

caUcatedikii.*&e>fi0iaan GatliaUc)£u fawir 

9mbe>iieflii]Ui)fy^dlie£ed to^ thouji^ intbiktle obserrmnoB ^df 
itsIdoctKboes or eevdw^mes^ ^ He is by no ia^tMB^fha^yest^ 
a person of tUe taktaliigiioranoeor iStapk^ 
his caUousIy continuing in a course of unparalleled wicked- 
iiiess, apparently without compunction, would betoken. He 
has sinned deeply, btrt it hias hot been' altogether against 
faibWledge, as he could at times put dii a Sfemblatfce of ddvof 
ddnj' and during the fits of hypocrisy, or it irfay be^ starts of 
tietidrifeefing, bef6re* he became so mtserably depravedi hfe 
cjiiWersatibn was that of a man by no mfea^HS ignorant 'o(ftSi 
imhk (iifChnstianity,jand6U^^^ feVen'ks to lead sonlfe toimagfllSi 
iim^sferibiisly conc^nfed abbiit his et^iiikjsalvation. l)tirili^ 
biie of' these tetii|Joiifary ebtdfitions about ^v«^ ytears a^,h(l 
IjMiiii kri ki^teiidant 6ri ajprayerrttifeeri^ ftfeld^/ thf ^^ 
fcdiii^veniiigs'in the Or^ssmark^t. He wis,' for sbm^ timfe; 
Y^mai^ked as one of Its most regular and intelligent meiri- 
bm.' " He "rieWr emitted one of its^ meetings,, and exprdss^d 
much regret' ^h^n it was discontinueil. ; As;a Catholit, fee 
wks* cdnsidfelfed wonderfully frefe from prejudice, firttnkly 
entering into discussions upon the doctrinei^ of* his churchj 
W those of otlt^r sects; Wth whose tetifets he showed soiShii 
'atqinaiitance. ' ' ; "^ - i' *"'/ ''•'^ '^ ^ -; ''''^ 

He read th^ gcisipturefs, particijl^rly tb^ JS^ew Testain^nt, 
And other religious books, ftnd discussed their merits. On 
a Sabbath, especially though he never attended a place of 
Wj^^cahipp: h» was seld^ to ^ seen without ^ Bihle,r^r some 
li<»^;Q£jd^yDti«a jb hkjMmdf. . . 
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At that thne no one.of hk acquainte&ceBwioiild haveadU 
matted tbe idea for a moment tbat he was oapaUe of eom-i 
ipkting sucli infamous crimes^ aad jnrolwbly Usomai mind 
would have. revolted at the amtemfdation of sudi enoradk 
ties; 4iiit A.continaed indulgence in sin produced in him 
its nerer failing consequences in hardening and deadening 
the/ heart,. and fitting it for die perp e tr ati on of deedsj which 
a little, befoie the sinner would have shuddered at^ 

Burke was remarked to be of a very social and agreeable 
disposil^ion, with a great turn for raillery and jocularity^ 
aud what &om his after proceedings could scarcely have 
•been supposed, was distinguished not only as a.man of pecu- 
liarly quiet and inoffensive manners, but even i»s evincing a 
^at degree of humanity. Of this softness of heart, a sin-: 
gularinstance is given by an acquaintance and near neigh* 
hour, whose child Burke was remarkably fond of,. and i^e4 
to caress much. The little boy chanced, during the time hcf 
lodjged in the neighbourhood, to ,b^ afflicted with a tumour 
and gathering on the neck, and his mother took him to k 
neighbouring dispensary. The mecUcal attendants there con- 
sidered it advisable to open the gathering, which Wjss done. 
Upon the mother's return home with the child, she inform- 
ed Burke of what had tak^ place ; he appeared very much 
affected at the recital, and said repeatedly that he could not 
have witnessed the operation ; that the mention of it made 
his flesh creep, and expressed great surprise thatfhe mother 
could be so cruel as to permit and witness it. 

' At an after period,- in Peebles, he still made considera- 
ble pretensions to religion, as the subjoined note testifies.* 

• " ' ; * J* .■ i :, 

• A«^very thing telating to the ruffian Bmrk^^ ii&wy bfe interdrChig 
at present^ we add the following .particidm «¥ottt bimi dbm^lds 
residence in the parish of Peebles. 



Il.is. frmi :mi iBikd]%mt. corncspoiicteiit of the^. Siitiirda^ 
EfVJtiang Bosii^sirluB^ mi^tioiss^ '^ On <my &ast vidt.ito ihk 
house, he had one or two religious hookti l3ritig^iieMr.*lHm^ 
which he said he read ; being at that time confined by a 
s6re lisg."! iSooBiewhat! incmmtGDt .witb ;ti»9 jpret^jlded 
88Bicttl7|r, is the o^ier.part of .the^ iiiteU%l^n0e,r that^ ^^on 
fiAtiirday > isigb^ and tjie-Sabbaith dfiy«,;his :hai^ wss 
the scene of lici^ iand. drunk^itieas with db. bwe^t of h^ 
countrymen.'" In his confessions, pubUshed in the Caledo- 
niafi Mercu^ry, the following' te^timoiqr,. b(»nie by KinMiblf, 
artio^his idigious feelings, a^^ears* 

" He states/ that while; in Ireland, his mind was under 

He, and Helen M'Dougal, resided in that buigh in the years 183^ 
and 1826, and pa^t of 1827. 

I find^ says our correiqwndent^ that he is a native of Armagl^, in 
^ north of Ireland, that he was a Roman CathoHc^ wa6 a libottrer, 
aivd e%>ioyed in'working dH Utie rdada and in eutting drains. : 
> . He mttdiB eonaidcaiabie pre^^idioQs to ^eligidn^^ as' I riOcoUect im my 
ftps^yilit to,^is h^use he had one or two reUgious books lying! nea^ 
him^ which, he said, he read, being at that time confined by a sore 
leg. He seemed a roan of quiei manners, and, on my, questioning 
liim about his obuntry and prbfession, ^eteappeaiied a mystery about 
him. Sinee he has gained a guilty notorietry, I have made ipqili^ies 
among his neighbours about his character, and, I am informed, that he 
Wa^ai)iiiOfi^nsiv«man, but that he kept suspicious hours. On the 
Saturday ni^ht and Sabbath days, his house was the sipene of riot an^ 
drunkenness with the lowest of his countrymen. 

When he left this place, he owed the woriian from whom* hie rented 
his room, between fbtty and fifty shillings. He was tb^- going tb 
chef harvest, and promised. to return and pay the rent, whldihe mver 
did* . On ipi^oatiw being p^ade . to him afterwards; in , JSdii^b^urgb, 
for payment, he sent word, to the Woman tameet him at the head of 
Eddlestone water, a wild and desolate part of the road leading from 
this place, to Edinburgh. The meeting was, to be at ten o'clock at 
night, Wh)en he' would pay her. lUo^t disclosurefer hat^iftillyi»r6ved 
for vrhtt purpose stich a meeting wAa' tb take ^lak9d%-^ '^ ' t- ^i 
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tbdiin&slbvsoii of )rdi%ipiiB:a«prMawf|f ,1 [tiJ that bm-^amail 

to:8it«iidit|)du|i diiCM8.'"< ^i ' • .'J •;» ^i:'> I'nl j>1 <'i-:jc [ 
i • I '/■•'■.. J :. ■ ' J« -J ... , „ >vi ;!:.>: Oil L .1 'ju r,:'[,/ 
h JUltfais^pi^ei^ntfiMfi, hdweYcr^ seenA tb iMm<had I^ lml« 

living te ithe ifl^raiit'V$^a«3oki 4i£ the p bri tti q # > i dictfattB^rf 
religieii, a* dridkafd^ fok^betiier, mA4idiiier^.^ i ^ ^ ' ^: > ^ 

place, assisting fait father^ •ax|4£?i^ibtllk.^nbl^ailiti^ 
attained the age ofeighteenj^yhen fae left him. He then 
Vetit W gerrant tb $ gdntleiiiUn'^in the ^ei^Kbiiiiitodii, W 
after being one jear in this capacity, the gentleman died, 
vH^n he was dbllged t6 fieek othet em^ldVttreilt. ' ^' '' ' ' 

, :Vf^t,:tii^ ^ of jfkUi^ip^jft, >^, ^p^qrpd^^li^iJ^popgai;-^^^^ , 
as a subistitiit«iCifl^. i4eiri^ed;iiiit}4^>fkT^i¥^t(¥{^ ^ 
^weuiyeiucs^-^ ilo this regitnentv^his{btodbJe£..Ck]iiatoii^ 
h^M thii tint ttf a itdtfifcdmitlis^ton^n^fccft^.'^i '^^'^g 
t^e greater part qf his'aeWice, he 4ibted iii tjifef dtpicjity" of 
4^,q%er!s/?^TO^^ ; . ^4i ^!^^^ J^^e p^opr^^ty w^tjh whjij^ 
^ft ap%uitwd bim«elif, gaim^d fiPiisidj^!?^W^ riespe^fe.^ .• =: i 

' ^^It?\vag^Mt'tMs periofli^af -h^ bedame faieiquaftrted ^trfth 
a young worriari^ of a respectable charact^t^,' iti Bkymai 

J^dy BpViWd- ./ % li^r,;bfi ha4;si^y^^^p^i)iire^^ 
tson&.ivihne «tiU-«boitn.- ; AU {g£ them^. iaieepl;iQg Qa^)h9J$ 
^E^^owdead; His wife still survived, and I'^sfid^ with 
^^t^^^^^^M Il-elahd.' * . : . . . 1 : ; 

ter, tlie conn«e(toa w»s ii«t-% Y^yjs c<j[^pj*abie^ «PS, w 



c«k»id8tlabte«IAxUy«ih hkintArt^utif&mitl^miiftfteml' ^ ! rut 
-0*1 rrv/ ji t'nit 'Mii<»> ■i^»'A .*{'jt''^I ojit ovio^T ^-.m ■.ijicv 

ahmg^mth thte^ r^st of iEb«' iMmtin ^fot^es:^ ' He i tiata Mwdnti 
wkh hi8 .ikiwityiH:o'^r€«i*e» ltt^'*6f e^urity Iila(yo, iw^tlw. 
rmgMmx'fhtoAA^f his iltthm^iti-IdwJ ^ He was sidsttiiniitW 

fsnn^ vthich^ ini^eottibtfiiilt^'U^^b the'«ustom in: fnsiafa^ 
kq^.*wai$'w*aK(^ to par€*t 0ti»t U) hte fomily 'im*cowBe««ieimi 
TfceIsyiUiWTrfitors«ii^d in diat^ttbilttyi df tWe te«dee ortooks-:' 
man, of J^af originally fej vp«>rtiap8/ ai't<e47'«inglt falro^l 
sub-leasing miserable portions of it to an indefinite num- 
b^ Jf^retainers^ i» nbw^O liditi^i^iiatly ii»4^ri|tood^ iHft^ it 

wiftiari dniemploy^ :pdpal«ik)6^ aiml wiMtt.^o ttidby a^t 
' dhiMial tkiteaortiTor'the THdsrttt-eftchfed'p^ 'O^patai.t 
tee gvbandr, bad^ ^^n ^ctpet^dd^d by the '^edu»t|qn bf thisf 
aviilyf)<t!<ii thet^ali^eitfdty <^ed.^«^at|€ pt^tetioti^ it must hftver 
be^B ib:«lj^im^ood)fl)irtbhd4ti^ BKit^ke, tb>iind'a fatbiitr^ia)^, 
law whose feudnl^eMild sMll >is^dPd^s«8tei)^iie«g fi^r^siotherh 
family. He does not seem, howerer, to have beeft Con*> 
tented with the permission that was allowed him to cul- 
t£ir^.iroinrye«r't0'year, tot His dftrn beh<y^jr^ theish&re 
tbftt>WBtd albUed^to^M^use,^ ivmS JWdt^ed ii|xMi tearing a> 
leaser glrmbted faimv / ^Tbis 1 'ihe <M^ itifan pere^totrily ir«k 
fas^di on the hllegatibiH'tbdt hi$ 0bj^k,^*4ftbr0biaiiifiig» 
tiiel kases) wsf^ to sdl itf ftnd di^dert his ftetmfy: 'f faisndlf4 
ference i^A to ^quabblirlg bettreen th^M I' ^ aljd after: it had 
gof^tliiiied far:somie time^ Borke filitdilig that there wacdTPoc 
probability cfJQ^infng bis' pbit)t^ kbnlidon^ tbe jpTxojf&ctt^ 
and de»erted his wife and family. 



After takii% leave of his palretiilts, hse ctaie to Sedtland 
iB 1817 or 1818: He then engaged a»a labourer^ on the 
cut^g of the Unioa CaDal, soon after its commencement; i 
and subsequently wrote tc^ his wifb in Il^land^ but ribe* 
would not receive the letter. After some time it was re- 
turned to him, and wilb this, :aU iatercdwrse with'his &- 
miLy ceased, never to be ra^ewied. He has ;ever^ince^ 
however, spoken in respectfiil terms :of his yriftj andise* 
vefal times expresjsed an intention, when he i could get 
matters arranged, of returning to her ; but motives are 
seldom wanting, for a continued indulgence ina^favourw. 
itesin, and want of clothes, to vaake a respectal^ ap- 
peairanoe^ when he joined her, or some other frivolous' 
pretence, constantly diverted him from his purpose. . 

: While^ employed upon the Union Canal, he wxident* 
i^ly met the woman M^Dougal at the village of Middis* 
ton: in Stirlingshire, where she was residing with her fa- 
ther after the death" of her husband. The ^tiory told of 
\m falling in with her on the streets of Glasgow is incoiw. 
rect* An intimacy was speedily forbauedi and about a. 
year firbm the commencement of their cenrtopendeiKre, 
tiasy i^eed to live as man and wife, and have done ao' 
eversincei. 

' A! similarity of disposition seems to 'have produced «. 
oorrespociding affection, and the symlpathy that attracted, 
them to each other appears still to have outlived all dieir 
quarrels and the ill usage he subjected her to. They 
have expressed great atlachment to each Other since his 
conviction. It, is understood that an account c^his con* 
liection with M^DougaU while his wife, was stiU aliare, 
having been made to the priest of his religion^ he was 



&^ lUimoni^bf^.a^^ i^ec^iaa^^Qd^tQ' return to her, 
,Md .uppDi; hi^.refii^al to .49^j^y^; W4LS^exc9aimunicated. 
.Tills majc perbaf^>jp;spipe jn^ea^e^ expiain hb not at* 
tending chapel vMle faif rdii^pm .fit^ l^rere upon him. , 

He, after the completion of t^e canal, came, along 
.with M^Dougal, to reside in Edinbqrgh, andj^aged in 

the petty, trafficking in ;VaripMs scatSi of merchandise prac- 
•tised by many of )bis countrym^n^ . travelling about the 

orantry in prosecution of hia tr^e. I{e, dealt in diffe- 
.rent sorts of pedlary wares, old clothes,* 8cc. and collect^ 
^ skins, hitman hair^.&c. in. the QQUntry. 

' During the. work on the. caoal, he had been noted 
among the other labourers as of a particularly handy 
.active turn, and skilful [in cobbling, in a rude way, his 
pwn and the shoes of his acquaintances. After his sub- 
sequent settlement in Edinburgh, he turne^ his talent 
«to SQpie.^ccouj^t ; and though he never had learned the 
craft al^jcl.n^ystery pf shoemaking, contrived to gain from 
^fifteen ;tp .twenty shillings a* week by. his new acquire- 
ment.,, U.ijs practice was to purchase, quantities of old 
shoes, and,, after cobbling them in the best fashion he 
could, to. send , M^Dougal to hawk them about among 
the colliers and poor people of her native district. 

At this time he lodged in the house pf an Irishman 
named .Micbaiel, or more com^lpnly Mikey^Culzean, in 
the. West Port, who kept a lodging-house for beggars 
aiid vagrants, similar to the one which Hare's crime has 
made so faipiliar to the public,-^in .the language of the 
classes who frequent them,^ — a hegg^ri Hotel. 



Many win probably recollect of a fire happening in 
one of these abodes of wretchedness about six years ago, 



bovel^. In this cbhflagHiti^ Mikefs dwielfinj^i^ifffebed^ 
and Burice ttnd M^Ddtrgal es^^da)^ from the Ham^ kideiir- 
ly naked, and wtH the l)6s^ of dli tiiie Iktie^irbtMetty^theJr 
possessed. Some cnaritable individuals contributed to 
procure ddthes khd necessaries for -the ^Ufferers^ knd 
ihey received some rielief i:^ die hands df the Rev.: -Dr. 
Bickson, one of thie mimsters of the parish. By. this dis- 
aster he lost his library; and though it is somewhat suiw 
prising to hear at all 6f a collection of bookf under audi 
'circumstances^ it is not the less so when d»e names. of 
some of the works* are menticmed. Among ih^em were» 
Ambrose's Looking unto Jesus, Boston'^s Human Nature 
in its Fourfold State/thi6 Pilgrim*s Progress, apdBdbth's 
Reign 6f Grace. . His landlord af^erwaids took ji room 
'hi Brown's Close, Graitomarket^ where !]ft«^e aisroagsin 
Vrent as^ lodger. : . . ) 

It ^as at this time that he dttindied' ^erdliglv 
'6xts meetiiig we have previously mentioned^ which waS: 
ll€lld in the nefxt^ apartment t6 the one ii!i %hicb te 
lodged. During his attehdance he Wieis always pem 
ftfctly decprou^s in his deportment, and when eogagedao. 
woi^ship had kn air of great seriousness a/nd^^ei^dtion. 
The conductor and frequenters o£ It hii^^fbiliierlyjbei^a 
subjected to much obloquy, and even violence, from the 
tJatholfcs who abounded iii that neighbourlibod^.and 
bne evening ^ after Burke's attendance dn it, his land- 
lord, MikeyCulzean,.. attempted t6 create annoyance, 
by breaking throng i^ome shc^s of paper which' we»e 
nsfed \o cover up an old Window, and crying o«t in a 
voice of derision^ " that the~pterforihani5e waajiist^ing 
to begin." Burke expressed himself in indignant terms 
on the occasion, spying, that ft was shameful and unc 
worthy of a man to behave in such a mahher. 



Ijf ^ofH^ife^^ bjr th^ Ca4^QHc$iaiKl9urlce being p^ivisp^ftllji: 
l^j^n |9 ^^^t^ 1^ tbaA ix^r^m^im^ bis fr^quq^rt ult^dh: 

ti^^.> Ijt i^as i^iiial fqr km to r^mafo conY^irsing witb %b^! 

I^ 4^p^r^eid^ andpn tb^e QC0»sioii^ tb^ $liitg^ts>tha4: 
ba4 ^PWi^Efd ^fiir Altenticm during tbe $«ryiee naturallyt 

spp^ f(9 tio-sbpw th^t h^ ' b^d been atteiAtiiire to wbat wftSr 
pi^^iig,#(«d-(:pmprebe9ided the topics brou^t under big 
npiice* Sinc^e^ bifs oo^iction be bas adverted frequently 
tp the $ubjef}t, and deplored that die meetings had been 
dij$poptiiif ed» as 0Yto tbi3 init>ei3fi3Ct form of public wor-. 
s^ip bftd:ffc (eiideniey tp kfeep him from flagrant sin. He; 
hj^k^pt in'bts t^OQllejetijtHi^ and mentioned after condem- 
nation, an expjr^^op f^hEicb w^ med in one of A^ e»t 
hortations — '^ that there was no standing still in sin/' 
Hi^:C|M:epr pf:gu|l(; gfrwlnally ^vaiu^ing in the own^lis- 
siq«^^ crime, amU tl^) vjj^rfatioh of ey)^ Iiiiman jand Di»; 
vi^e tel* W bio^. tcHooat fli^r^nt enbhnities, h^s aWftken^ ! 
14»^ by :*rttter esipe^ncSe^ to gi?ie bis dn wilting te$^9by;> 
to4^ejHi|ti0ei(^'tbe n^mptk.: ; ; 

. I^uring.bis resiidence'iarthis nd^bourfaood, tegfnrej 
np iiaidijQfttionjSi of any thing that would lead peQ|)le; tp An«j 
ti^i^fite bis fu^r^ dttbrmities^ He whs ^dastrious: tod) 
s^^vip^b'le, ino^nsiye and playfbl in hia manner^ : andi 
ws^ :|^yj^ oi^er^ to ddnk io'm^^ssi fie was yery; 
fond of music and singing, in which' ^he exi^Ued, andjduTi 
ring^ his melancholy moods was most frequently found 
cbai^ling 55Qiiie :fiw^urit6 plaintive air. . All thjae qtia- 
H^paU^n^dnd im obliging ^anner^ jpiiicklcjto a. f)t(ih: 
tic^m*^ iocnlafit qiii^iml character,: with; aja bcilciina*?: 



• ^/j*' 



1^ WJEST POmT MliBDSRS; 

nableiand <i( l6w hmnoar and droHeryj reiid<sred faim 
a general favourite. His custom 'was to take a walk 
idmost daily along the streets with an acquaintknee, and 
freely to interfere in any thing which occurred to indulge 
his htimour. Some of these occurrences are stiH recol- 
leieied by his compaoiions in his perambulations, a speci- 
men of which, as every thing concerning him now seeins 
to possess interest, may be given. In passing along the 
€k>wgate on one occadon, his musical ear was annoyed 1>y 
the continued inharmonious ckyofan itinerant Vender of 
suli Upon h^r approaching him still nearer, the annoy- 
aXK^reptched its climax by her drawtitig<out in discordant 
sounds lier reiteration bf ^^ wha*tt buy samt/* though 
flinching under it, he turned and replied with ilk usual 
politeness, " UpcMl my word I do not know, but- if yon 
will ask diat woman standing gaping at the door oppo- 
site, she' will perbapi be able- to inform you/' 

' (^ afiother occasion, when attacked by a girl of the 
tdwn'in'the HighrStreeti instead of replying directly to 
her sblicittftions, to the astonishment of the unfortunate 
girU he cdipmenceda torrent of abuse, on account of the 
awkward style in which she had painted her face, saying 
that he might have passed over the painting, had it been 
propedy done; but that it wtis shameful to come to Ihe 
street, 'beclaul^ed in sudi an unskilfid manner. Such Uras 
thehumbui* with which 'he continued his remonstrance, 
that the rude laugh of the crowd was effectually directed 
against the amazed giri, atidshe wi^ glad, bya hasty re- 
treiity' to save herself from farther ridicule^ 

-j^niough^his conduct was such as has- b6en described, ^ 
1^ ;even'to his paramour, notwithstanding her'irregir- 
lar habits,' partook mostfrequently of his general eharae- 
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ter. Yet on several occasions, he sufe^ected her to ill 
usage, or sometimes rather, perhaps, )*etumed her vio- 
lence, by relentlessly' bieating her. A fruitful source of 
quarrels, washis^ propensity for the company of loose 
wofnen, which, whelj exhibited^ never failed to rouse her* 
jealousy. The'rtkwt eoitimon subject c{ it, was a near 
connection of hei^ own, whose virtue was not of an imma- 
culate description. She was, however, a greats favoqrite 
of Burke's, and often was introduced into the house. In 
one of these squabbles, a result was nearly produced, 
wliich might have terminated both liieir lives, in a some- 
what less iiotorious mannei^, tl^an his im likely to be, 
tiiough more conducive to the public safety, than his af- 
ter impunity was, and exhibits thejatentsaya^riess of 
his disposition, notwrthstanding the, fair exterior. 
One evening, Burke, M^Doiigal; and the fi^inale already 
mentioned, had gone to bed together. In the. night, 
some jealousy had arisen between thein, and a battle w«i 
the consequence. So iongaathe confli)ct was,main|c£fit->: 
ed on nearly equal terms, Burice contented Jiimselfwi^h. 
witnessing it ; but, when the elder virago was likely to: 
master the young one, he rose out of bed, and interfered 
in behalf of his favouritie.^ His interposition speedily 
turned the scale, and hednfiicted an unmerciful thrashing' 
upon JM^Dougal. The neighbours who had heard the 
uproar, but as usual, were backward in interfering, were 
now alarmed by the cries of an interesting little girl, a 
daughter of M*Dougal's by her fbrnier h'usband, who 
lived with them, and who entreated them to assist her: 
mother, as William Burke was murdering her. Upon 
haif;tily rising and opening their doors, they found 
M^Dougal extended on the Saoor of the passage, appa^ 
rently lifetsess, with her -brutal coBopamon.stariding: by, 
pontemplating her. After some time, shelexhiWted signsi' 



mgfikhQtrjd impT^c»%\m% hf M'^Umsd, ".There is l]i% 
tahtryfAjV tmi.A^heA.her k^ykieatij oa the fl^e^; 
Tb0;)3oUce vfttcbm^ bud bj this tiuv^ be^ m#de^^«lfafes 
of th9 noise, md arrived immediately after this fresh ior^ 
Knmaaity^ / IJ^w Asking- Burke, if the woman wns hig; 
vMevJ)^ agf»Q.iis9amed'b& usual mild mfumer, and in an 
mk^nfiJtii^g . tmor: pmd^ ^ Yes, gcBtlemen^ she is my 
Wi{e:\ :.d •,.■-■ 

> .Afber Hring &r a year in Brown's Close, he ranoved» 
still as CnlaBean's lodger, to Swan's Close on the •opposite 
Mfe'iol the Gprasdmavket, where he resided for some time 
stiil ^cobbling atid pursuing the same cQurse i^ oopduct. 
Abbot this time, his acquaintance with the in^vidual 
who has furnished us with some of the above particulars, 
siiflered' an kiterruption. Burke, although so liberal in. 
his intercourse with Protestants, had still enough pf Ca* 
tbolie feeiingy aft to take exceptions to his friend's attend* 
ing. Oraage lodges, and a coolness in conseqii^ure en- 
sued. 

After learihg Swanks Close,, he went to Peebles, wheve 
be: settled £or some years* He was employed there as a 
labourer, and went daily to road*^making in the neigh-^ 
bourfaood of Innerleithen. 

Here, although he still maintained some pretensions to 
religion, we can trace a gradual deterioration in hb cha- 
racter. From the hote formerly given, it will be s^en that 
he was now. distinguished for keeping suspiciot:^ hours, . 
and that his house was the resort of {urofligatecharacters^ 
a,nd iiupted as the scene of drunkenmesa and i>k)dng, eq>e^ 
dally on Satiorday n^hts and Sundi^s. . .>< 



. Front: ^Aence he: wait toiPeiMcu&r^ere K» tiih4ttiec 
atid oficopatioii were nraeb tbe knne; W^biking^ gmetdl^ 
efijalkhaurer, taai eccasionaiiy fioUowiiiglii^ sttM^ugiit 
oecai3ation of mendiiig fehdts; -'-^ <■' *" 

After the^, harvest of 18279 he^istiH accompanied Ij^ 
M^Douga], came agaifi to reside ipr^c^pbiifgh, audit 
was at this time that he first becamp acquainted iwithtbc 
monster Hare, who was his tempter to. these vnh3»Upptv^ 
deeds, and his teacher, as well as seducer. He cam^ ^ 
live in Hare's house in Tanner's Close, West Port, 
which was kept as ^ Ipdging bouse, by, his >vijfe, under 
the name of her former husbai^d Lpg*, ll^ t|hi^ fvbpde of 
profligacy and vice — the resort of wigabonds of ev^y 
description, and the theatre of contipued l|)rawli|]ig;^d 
drunkenhess, it is not surprising that every, trace, of de^ 
cent feeling that might still have. lingi^red.. about.. hin^ 
should speedily be dispelled, and his mii^ be properly 
tutored and prepared for the commeuic^meptof the-^vir- 
derous trade in which he so ruthles&ly eontiaued..for 
nearly twelve months. .' .., 

An intimacy was speedily cohtractedbetween Har« and 
him; and to show the vile footing on which the two families 
lived; we may here relate an anecdote which ^as. commu- 
nicated by a respectable neighbour pf theirs, who called on 
Burke with the iiitention of giving him a job as a col^ 
bier, lie found Hare most brutally beating the \ioman 
M*Dougal, who' was lying oh the floor, and Burke un- 
concernedly sitting at the window. He asked Burke why 
he suffered aiiother taan to beat his wife ? to which h6 
replied, "She well deserved all she was getting." 

Butke stiHi lid^iVfer^ maintained a mot'e Tesrpe^itablfe 
ehara^er than amy of hts-parttifersr' Hare Was 'a Vude 
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and ferocibtts linffiim; ]ris>wtfe ^eas^/a.me0t oMapooioB 
f6r him; and M^Dbi^al Matsivety litde behind them ia 
drunkenness and pro&nity. He xxxidmied, (unlike 4j|j» 
other three) to work a little-at hisbMsioBss^Ja the inner 
small apartment. The person who now shows Harems 
house is, along with his other avocations, a dealer in old 
shoes, and used to employ liim 'to mend them up for 
sale. The stock of boots and shoes which was found 
in Burke's house upon their arrest, and which excited 
80 much speculation, belonged to him. 

Previously to his becoming an intnate in Hare's dwel- 
ling, he had been in the habit of engaging in harvest 
work, fitst at Mr. Howden's, an extensive farmer in East 
Lothian, and si^bsequently 'with 'Mr. Edihgtoh, farmer at 
Carlinden, near Carnwath, where Burke and Hare, with 
Aeir two womls^* wrought last harvest. . , / . 

" • Of Burke, it had been observed, that he seemed to be 
a 'polite, obliging, arid industrious . person. In rainy 
weather, while the reapers could not work in the fields,* 
it was usual for Jiim to find out some. useful, service, 
which he performed at the ikrm-steading ; so that he 
was seldom, if ever, idle. Whenever it happened that 
a servant had any heavy article to lift, he, of all the har- 
vest people assembled in. the kitchen, was the foremost 
to offer his assistance. Ort ^ young woman's] mention- 
ing that she had never seen Edinburgh, the same cour- 
teous Burke invited her to town, saying, that he would 
give her a lodging in His own house, iand that be would 
show her the city; but, fortunately, she never had an 
opportunity of availing herself of his kindness. After a 
stay of a few days at Carlinden, a letter arrived, which 
wad said to announce the illness of a ci^ilji of £|[areV. i^ 






Sdlftbttl^; thepanofi^ begaivlo flonrangeifor ^k/m s^ 
Imrtimg homcyaid,^ wfaen MfDougal Iremaf ked^ that^ if 
Sare gdeis, WiUtam Bailee: wili gp too, ^ thegr.4u« Ulut 
hf^yA&Sy a»d cannot bie sepacatodJ' 4^e0ordiii^;, all 
the fourni^a^ off togethef . 

WMla be reiided in the W^st Fort^ hb waa remarked 
^ be a tery early rii^r, fisequeittly ai^pearing on the 
^eetd in his woricitig cbess, oh a summeF moorniDg bj 
tiir^^'or kntr o'elock ; some wha were a|l$^ on foot at 
tbeise early hours^ used to obseripe him, and taupt the 
shoemakers of the West Pqrt wiith the observation thai 
Che Irish lad was the most iivdastc^us man among thenu 
It is probable that this activity was for a very different 
purpose to what was suspected. 

The> first dealing in sabjeotsF ' cpmmesieed ivt a mannet 
which few wouM be mdined ta visit with very great rfqavei- 
hensbn^ and had the pair threu^out confined tbemsehneft 
tosltnikd* exploits, they would ppobaUy have been re- 
garded AS adi:*oit and ingenious knaves, perhi^s more 
benefidsUy employed in furnisfaitig the necessary si^ppfy 
0§ subjects in a manner which harmed n^ one, than frotti 
their bad habits they were likely otherwise to be. 

M Oepemb^ I82T, the natural death' of a lodger hap- 
tpeae^ in Hare's hqifse,^ — ^not of a womim, (tshas been er* 
rgnecMisfy'Stated) but of a very tall and stout man, a pen* 
imper who led 4 dissipated good-for^othing life. Hii) 
deb^ttpfaed habits sufficiently account for bi& death, while 
jret ill the vigour of l;fe, without any suspicion of un&ir 
ageoacy being aroused. 

4ller hia decease, the ordinary observaacea were gone 
9- , , 2b 
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^ougb, and all matters .&dy:preipta»df(iv 1^ foAetti^ 
• uuflii was procure^. aod the.fun^tal gci^ts iaivitecU 
and eviery thing managed ia a decorous manner ; Ui^ mi- 
dertaker came,. and wbik employed. in^ fa^Hi^ipg ifmu 
the lid, was invited into the other room to Jceq^it bif 
strength by a dram, the coffin was then uncovered, and 
the corpse quickly dislodged and made: to.c^n^e.^tiia- 
lions with a .sack of waste bark ,which had hetsn previously 
procured from a neighbouring tannery. Aftjsr. tins, 
.the fastening proceeded. The coffin :was bio^ne ^ont. at 
the appointed time, before, the assembled .giie?t3, and 
jHrith all due solemnity deposited in th^ Grey Friars 
church-yard. The rogues, after the ceremony, proceeded * 
id find out a.puixhaser for the body, aiad so unacquainted 
were they with the manner of proceeding, . th^t they did 
not at first apply to the proper quarter. Throughout 
•the day>. however, they. found this out, . and at dusk the 
■subject was eoov^yed away in the sack . whicji had held 
.the bark,, and was carried on Burke's b^ck. . Their first 
•rating place was at Bristo Port, whqre it was set down 
for a litde,. when Hare took hi$ share of the burden. 
•They then took the. round-about road of CoU^e Street 
io .Surgeons' Square. . They soon . afteirwards, however^ 
found out the nearest way. ^ , 

> Aftier all that has been said, $td>jects'must be proceed 
for scientific purposes ; the i^ecessity of a young man 
under a course ofjeducation for surgical practice qualify- 
ing himself for his future profession by anatomical dis- 
, section^, renders them indispeuisable, while the very ordi- 
nances and regulations of the Cojleg^ of Surgeons, makiss 
dissection imperative before he cap obtain a diploma, or 
license to follow his profession. Were all subjects pro- 
cured ifi this harmkss way, where neither the feelp^ of 



^r^vate frfejdis :were outraged, ■tK)r puUie 'fleceocy Vio- 
lated, SEB^ll fauU would h^: fot^nd, though tbe.nattire <ir 
.the traflSc 'would continue stiU sufficiently revolting to 
cleter Jail, but ruthless blackguards' from embarklag 
';in it • : •• i i . .'';■-.: • ■ ' ' 

But after once gaining what to them was a large sufti 
of money, Burke'^s and Hare's cupidity could not be sar 
xlsfied ^it;h tliis compai*^tively innocent method of sup- 
4)lying the,ir wants. They were apparently too iiidolent 
or inexpert, or lacked courage too much, to adopt thje 
•iifrdinaxy but hazardous mode of raising the* dead from 
■churcfe-yardij. Still, with thiseasj^, and apparently unli- 
mited means of acquiring monjey opening to them, they 
.fdould not botake themselves ag^n to the pursuits. of hp- 
nest irxdustry; and, stimulated by the greatness of the 
reward, and the prospect of their sensual indulgences 
being so readily gratified, they formed the desperate re- 
solutipn of committing murder, and of continuing to im- 
^ brue their hands in. their fellow-mortals* blood, a^ their 
, ordinary and sole means of procuring a livelihood. > 

Before commencing the revolting narrative of their 

appalling crimes, we may mention, that previous to the 

• period in whidh they engaged in them, their neighbours 

used to observe, them only to. notice the squalor aiid 

wretchedness of their appearance; but all at once, there 

was a sudden change, and Burke and M^Dougal especially 

assumed a different aspect, 'fhey iappeared well dressed, 

and spent money freely. Whisky, which however much 

it may be relished, can only be procured at intervals by 

men, in his situation, seemed tp be constantly at their" 

t. command ; and : even . credit at a 1 neighbouring spirk- 

'.4ealer> tod^grx)Ger!^, was obtained, to an extent that al^ 



ln0stii6kidiiiidlittl:iniiiisiitii&tiM\^ <W% VcillttiM 

to hd^f<A'i6r h^qmftu At tl(!s titne^ Sfli^^ tti«6li^ittJ6A 

t6 liie wife: of Ml Mdd «et}tiaixittfl»ee, 'wbbta lid ^Ikit ainfi^ 

)^eitittf%, thsit 1^ Md ^eht fobrteefa |)iouddi> WJAift t^ 

last fortnight; and if he had known where her husbatlft 

lived, would have been glad to come and spend three or 

fcMirpdiihds in conp^ny With him. ti>f VdOut^iSe, sBA khis 

apparent faffinen^e was not ex}ifbited,'^ilAN>UEt >^^ll% 

the speculation of those who obi^erved it; woA they wei« 

^trdubles<nne in dieir inquiries. into the secret, that enK- 

yi^A th^ra'to litie wdl, and drink continually, "Wkhdtlt 

working. ' Various we're the excuses that Vete mt^e; ftr 

Aey never uppear to have b^n at a l6Ss fiir ao ^X&i^. 

On o»e o(ida^iDn, when the question was 'pwt to Bbr!^, 

- and suspicion^ intimtited, that he followed Itfae trAde ofti 

rissui^rectioh m^n^ hie neiliher would give a denial ndr a^ 

affirmative io the proposition, but contented himself wirti 

remarking,' thift ihe querist wafs as bad as thef t&sU On 

anodier, he wouia ilsk Mris. •— — << Can you ketep a sife- 

cvet,^' BXxd wh^ 1}he curious inquirer, expecting to be 

entruit^ed with «hie wiicle iaaystery, eagei^ly tfnt^i^red, 

" Yes," he would reply, with an air of secrecy, that he 

Jsmnglgled ialitde small-still wHisky. 

Nelly M^Dougal hiEid k iiil^eixl wa^ ^ $kM(miimg 4br 
,iu iSfae-apeerred that fehethad a prt^iterty inStii4iligdiiife, 
' which had been left to her by her fdi^r husbahd, Kttd 

which produced twenty pbufids a year*; and that ^it^wfts 
^ from the ;rent of it the money came. It Was' dftcrwwds 
/observed to her by some of the neigfabottrs, th^ dips mitj 

woiikl scarcely account for iheir abandint supply hfmonty, 

as the T0nls cf «ui:h (jj^vipevtiefiy .as die deseiibed, ivtre 
>iv8inillydi«Jm^ io^^kfiiii^ tdrbts, and^^beyiBeeibedtto^fet 

OBondytnttdb^morrrreliutmly. ^She tbeo ^ged ttait^e 



WMley mm'-iiilb ^pA^e^tim:^ Isgntiy Am ^blrf %ic^ Mdl^ 
MtMt, md tliat Ae <fat6^ ^ifant 'df it nfliM ihe fi^Mi. 
4:*4ii buoMur thb Utory^ dK; ti^ 4o 4ii«iotiiic& iblii^f^ 
xtu«mtme68) fi^^m tiMe ^ ^tiiSie, that tb^ir ^nft^oey %als^e«- 
fMMM» -wd tbaft sb« ^sA^wrnis^moS £»« fireib ^Ujlpfy. 
In afew d4yB9 laocorditfgfy, idie «iliatfttdd 4Mit^ OMi^y 

; Ituntist be fitii^tly apparait |i4iat tbe ik^sdMaag'^i 
the letter m^sastj aiid if tbese pvoceedingft- does not aiQputtt 
to ^ ^il^ kliowledge ^ftnd acocfsticm to .^be mardi^ 
«olar as ^kaowled^ of, ^tid %hariogiii tbe proeeeds^^oes, 
^^pe^itot 4N)mprc}hend what ^can <^«|i8tk«tte ^partu^iiftkm. 

- AtvRotter JtUne she -iiitittiatied t\ml WMsm [SufIc^ 
was tbe fanroiimte of ia ladyim t}ie New 'Fetvuti^ wbo never 
*eUbwed iam to want'inoii^, and sbn^titties^i^ tMui knewli 
iiin^ feo^etii«nty pMAtodslit^a ti»ie lir^mil^ ^^ 

, .SmrkiB slatcfSy tfiat Hare and be^ad oftea ^Iked^^r 
ibe subject . of '^liurder, «asd ibad consulted Upon di^ best' 
^ede ef effectiag rtr St jmayiweU be df edited, ia8<th^ 
:;firBt es^ veensvs to hsme been conducted #ilh a^ maHh 
^coohiessiaud. delibeiakioii, ''as 'mucAi caiitieuft maoageB^iit 
>in «fliecti^lky and^i^ ^li'liletsotiapuDttioD in tbe exmitttiny 
.aail!tfaigraiiveaU7iiad«b(^e^iadq>ts initfaeai^ it)waspe». 
petrated on an elderly woman, belonging to tbe village of 
iGtttoerteii, Mhdtii Bare iiad srbserved a^Utik n^xidLted 
Jan ^bestiiQett. iSbe(wasa:pai»oaerfto» gettliei9Mmin>die 
^dw3Idivv(n^^nN|i<whpm^6he.i«eeivedl& Base 

mtmukei bQr,^aadiaa^y'l^ii)gc«eed#d ii^eniifAng laierliitooHls 
iM(usb, bei^ di^.gavehk/apiiibjt^rj^^ dnd afipnivaiids 
Mrs. Hare, purchased, for one sbilling and sixpence, a small 



.genUeipani^Iiieadym^ii^iop^ Tln^pri^eof itwin^Js^iaid^i 
ioliqupivand ihe popc^^onian spqcrdijy got aii^geilmr intoiCi^ 
.^ed^andiSQiStmeQCedsiklgingin tifae ^xUb^nai^eepf l»rinirthv 
.She tojd tbetn that i^be bad a very fine yoMtig*daug|bter/a^ 
hom^f artd, with matermiil feejip^, \ta9 loud ^ liter, praises. 
SUre jr^pre^Qted himself asr;ao, unoiarrijednia^ and siudv 
that upon her representation, he would marry her daugbr 
ter : The poor woman rtodily consented to the match, when 
^libe b^rttess fiel^d, e^ressed gceat kiodness for ber,'|nd 
^alleged tbat Jiis bride and be c^ld not line wtithoiit 
,bier,-aod 4hat whoa the ^4al:lghter cafcne hbme,' she must 
,c^Mjae>|p i^idewitb them. She willingly consented tatbis 
.orrn^f emei^t, and expressed herseif quite overjoyed «t 
meeting with such a good provision for herself and daugh- 
[t^i 4lid promised to return^aiid get' the marriage ood^m- 
•jiiatod.;.Th^y toiok care to ply.helr well "witli liquor, idopder^ 
ttbat being made completely drunk, she might ren^ain aftisr 
the other lodgers bad-departed in the moriuog. Neact iky^ 
the spirits had the effect, and she was sick and vomited. 
•The monsters had not ab^idoned ibeir purpose, however, 
.lawl after stupifying her with more whisky, wh«i aU the 
'4:>lher8 had left the hbuse, they put her. to <^th in^ the' way 
(tisey: pursued ever afterwards| by covering and {UDesteing 
mpoQ the^nose and moiAth* with theii* haqdisL The body was 
^'tierwarda conveyed to ij^urgeoofi'. Square, and tl^ money 
-xeafdtly. obtained, for it,- This happened in Decembei^. 18:27, 

! . In the. whole story, we'se^ tratne of the .besitatibop 
'^di mfkgiviQgii> of. men engaged in a .first attempit, at 
such a homble crime; every thing! appears Jiatt^r like 
the ac^s of those, whom long familiarity i^h! a ooucae 
/df.iniquityi bad rendered completely' calbiis; and yeit^ 



time does not : seem any i suffici&tti ground tar mifpanngj 
tM^ tiihet ef^ft^ Imi \tmf ^ligrgvd. nftimob crubcki bet* 
fore. ::fiurke. asserts.strenupuily^ that he never .viis Qon«i 
(;et>ned in! lik» transactions, and. espresses. bis belief tiial^; 
Hare, also .wa& guiltless upvloitbislbne^ so lar as he knowsy; 
of thcrblood of bis feDoWrOreatures ; and, afteriwbat.hdH) 
ba|:|>e»edi bf^ assoreetly.jviU.Qot be Jiipcb it^dlned to: &YQtth 
Hare. . This opinion i& also corroborated^ .wben we recpl-; 
lect that they proceeded like novicesinjthe disposal of the 
pensioner who died naturally, . . , ... 

, The next unfortunate jvielim to be inserted in the-honrid' 
^4lqgue wasjin Englishman, a travdlidg pedlar or ptwkt 
n^fiywho had lodged also in Harems house. The pnicessr 
wh^h they had now ascertained to be most easy and effi- 
cacious .was also gos^. thr otigh with him. He was leniticed 
to drink to intoxication at night; and when tbeJiousewas/ 
^ared,.he was miffocated in the usual .manner;. ^ ^ ^ 

Success in. these instanbes made them mdre eager, ;aild [ 
Burke d^scfibos himseli: at this time as thirsting continually 
after his prey. .1 ^^ :. 

- A eonhdc^b^ on chronological account of . their murders 
cannot now be. obtained ; the copartnery kept, no bookft tj»> 
which reference. c«n be, made, and were jsot curious in i«?-; 
quinng intp their victims'! names or ctrcumstaiQces^ Jb^i 
spch distinctive marks of every one. of them has been, fur- r 
nisbed,,.as.to eoabje us -to lay before our readers; ^me,- tkon, 
tice of ; all the individuals murdered,' thqu^ :it rimsy Wftti 
perhaps be exactly in th,e ord^itrin. Ifhicfa they oecurred^i« 
even in this particular, we. belieVe, it-.wiiU befbjJl^dn^fMllyi 
correct. They in all amounted to sixteen ; fewer than 
v^at^ some have asserted;. but ffir abprve-;what any Oine* 



IflBT 

vmieMC OuBoi this ^ippber im» ciBectodiby^ Hw^ at tk^ 
tim» diift Burke was Ahnpt^'m tke caumry -^ kotsdit wasr 
flKRNMnpUsUed) refliMi^ onljf kn^mai t^thatdenibn hinwdf^ 
90 k wi» cnriy by B^ddMt dwit Bqricc^ diioiirefsd anytituigt 
of it. It' boi be6ii'ofteiL> sftid, diat there iis hoiwur aBM)l>g» 
tlMm? this dbes sot, ho^vv^eiKer, seem to tmklgooci Mg^Nld^ 
iog^imjrderers^ as Hat« appropriated to himself tliepnoe 
of this sttlsgf^ ; and upon bsing cbaUimge^ hfjp BosIm far 
his breach of contract, audaciously asserted tlwt nothing 
of the kind had taken place. It was only after his com- 
rade applied at Soigeons^ Square tbiit 1^ tnatb^ttviispSped. 
This isnnderstood to have bettn the ^ibistar^ setvipt^ t^ 
wimb public attention has beCT attmota^^ 

Ailother, and pobabiy the third osie ^aevifieed, waa » 
dissipa^ diaracter^ who used' to infest the Grassoiarket 
and neighboiutbood, catted Mary Haldaoe^ sba was eiw 
tioed into the house, and fell an easy prey ; her previous 
hbbftft eaiiaed her readily to imbibe a suffidentquaotisy'of 
ai^dflHt spantS) and fittte difteulty was found In deepateb*-^ 
ing her. 

- liititngulary that nnoiig their Tktims shbiibi be wahk- 
ed ainotber and her daogfater, and at di^rent times too,.* 
b«t so it is that die child of thb Mi^y Haidane wa&kid* 
napped into the house where ber mothef had beep fov^^ 
ni^ly mnrdered'-^lie was unconscious of her nother^sfate^ 
afi4 was deprived of life in the same wtay. She was. a wou- 
mi0k ^the towi^ and led a very dissolute Ufe; oaeof hMnTi 
sisteitf WAS transported to Botany Bay n^t long hefbm ifa« 
muido* of the mother and sister. 

•' ■ > : , . ) 

Aqkm% fbe rtart^ wae an old autti, wbo^ wa^ wutdly' 

6 



WEST TOUT IdttmDSItsr. '^IS 

known by tbe name: of Joe. He had b^ a miHer, bV^ 
old age and infinniloies lifad incapaditdted him ftiym work- 
ing at bis trade* In. an eril hour he entieted* Harie'^ 
lodging house, and nerer departed from it ; he wals al^ 
plied with liquor, and when in a drunken slumber, his 
breath was stopped. . 

Among, the other melancholy stories; there is one of A 
.peculiarly touching description, which Burke, remorseless 
as he has be^n, often talks of, and deplores as the one that 
bangs heaviest upon his conscience. It is that of the poor 
Irisb woman, and her deaf and dumb grandson, which liai^ 
been already ^noticed^ though incorrectly, in the newspapers.' 
The poor woman, with her helpless charge, had beeft ttiei 
by Hare on the street, and though her circumstances as a des^ 
titute country woman,and the protectress of the helpless boy,' 
might have melted the hardest heart, he doesliot seem to^ 
have felt any compunction in marking,^ her and her (AAW 
out for Stlaughter. She was .invited to the bouse^ and* 
to her seeming, ho^itably ent^tained. She seemed - 
perfectly well pleased, and even expressed to them tlib' 
satisfaction die felt at her good fortune in meeting witli'si' 
kind countryman, who behaved so generously to her, arid in ' 
whose house ^e could repose safe from the dangers of this' 
wicked town. JBut their feelings could not be touched b|^' 
such appeals, and the' unfortunate woman was'pdt-tbr^ 
death at night, and allowed to remain in bed as if ^ick of^ 
asleep. The youth did not comprehend what had takenr^ 
place, but seemed to imagine that his gra^tuhnother wki' ' 
unWell. N^Kt morning he was, almost charitably, dispatchi- • 
ed also, fiurke took him upon his knee, and broke hiv 
back* He describes this murder as the one that Hes m6K-^ 
heavily upon his heart; atidisays that he is constantly haunteif ^ 
by the recollection of the piteous manner in which the boy ' 



looked in hif Alfi«> The.bd .waft laid in the ted aldng^de 
of his grandmothar ; and when the time arriv^ for coti. 
veyiog them to tht dissecting-nxims^ the bodies were^tum^ 
bled into an. old herring barrel. 



A curious incident happened in connection with thi^ 
murder which had well nigh put a stop to their career, 
and^ in looking! back upon the cirouttistances' iti^w, it ap- 
peals astoj!iishing that it should not have led to* a com^etfe 
fii^oovery of their in&mous. transactiot^Si The hefring 
barrel colitaining the two bodies was placed on a cart. An 
pld horse which Hare possessed, and which he used in his 
traffic in fish and prockery-ware wa& yoked to. i^ and thi 
two set out at darkening to Surgeona' Square with' thrfr 
carg04 They proceeded along the West Port, without 
any thing remarkable happening,, but when th^y reached 
the market-place at .the entrance to the Gm^smarltet, thc^ 
bqrsc^ stopped^ and, notwithstanding all their efibrt^, w6tAA 
iH>t. proceed a.step farther.. It may be easily <5oiiceive(f 
tha^ they wer^ in. a sad qifimdary^ with nothing belbre^heM 
but; instants exposure. As Burke has since -feaid, they 
Ktjiought the. poor old horse, had riise^ up iti • Jtid^mMl^ 
against , them;' 7 Unfor^unaltely for ibe. public, thoiigh^ 
luckily for them^.as it gave- them^ a Tespite for idtrfe-thne 
longer, the a^giembled croifird wereso mucb engaged ih^aU'^ 
t^Qding to the .horse, that none of thein tbou^t of Iriq^ii^^ - . 
ing into the (JontenJts. of the cart ; and when it Was ascer-* 
tained that noUiing could induce thehorsi to mdv^for^anii * 
t^o .porters i^ere. allowed to beat off hie bufdeii witfioiit: 
attracting pfirticular observation, and, lit^ M*CuHbch, th^ ' 
bore their load ,to the dissecting; roi^md without being ^ 
troubled with any scruple upon the: i subject, or <>uce v^' 
turing to aak, ^ther themaeives or.' their i»mploy^i$; wiiat !t'| 
was composed of. The miserable horse^ whiefh it h prow ^ 



JNM^ W»j&iNi i34i#d 'UMsng^ tod rinsttffitacnt diet; Uidrw- 
i^ff}(ed M i^ piTtgrf^ rt^Aitr ibaii ■a&yjmspkibni or un- 
wiilingne^ to comply with the assigned task, was, in re- 
^Ti^pge fpr the flight it hflid ^iveu ks ritiftiters, aod tb61rou- 
tbl^ Ipj^adi^pit^ iheia tQy 1^. to a j^gbboixring fianneiijr and 

( ; 3^.^)i:^eot99 bo^evifK,:^!^ >tbeir deMini^tbn^ aoid^ 
4H)t^i,d)f^9duig tbid Untolwi^d event, and iiie, iimnineiit 
*i^,|^^jgj4y(|j^,j^r jb^d'jifioim^;' tiie «ext opportunfay 
found them as eager for slaughter as if no jeaiibe.o£ tesror 
or subject for reflection had occurred : indeed, by this time 
|)frpUal% 5^1^ fe^Ufig pf cpmlnmction, wlueh ap^ieard — it 
^^iff hf ^yer exi§tii»dT-|o Jlwve b^te of Hi.veSry ^vatescent d#- 
fScriptiqQ, h^ dis$fa|)eari^. -th^ had.tasbed the aw^sxif 
sm lUyfi^d^t wjjppl^^^^^ iio^,fclropf«^tn«taajof:^»ti. 

/^^i^jtheif ^fipsp^i ajfi^tj^ ^WsiQal ttearkis<OT» operatiim 
j^.jfOfslffXi^p^ Ut^rn^^^^ar^ ivtsani ;c bi*1 k was kiot! Uk4- 
^^^jj^atnaoy tpn^po^w'jriijftrii^'woiiidfdiycrtahete fnimptBO- 
ti^^ iffbicifc SWP!'*^ #tt )thi^'imota. Witfc thdml hiMCte 
sw(9t^,,^if;^i^:]li^jopfJ|atiQn«ve^ ^.ad n'equiml^^ by.tbeluih 
.bitWjclB ^hfph fi^jmi^ <^mi^ b^ \giYen iJtiem, asd :^ured 
b^^jhejnipunuy.wbicb ^d ♦hitherto attlend«d Stheir^s^cd- 
^alaQi^ ityva^ unlikely 4^t Any ^r^i^&'tsbould/aiisaiJ^idr 
^nyjdr;eafl dismay tbent B^ectionr was quite outiof: th|e 
question. Hare seems to have been both roenlidU^, 
from original organization, and physically from his inces- 
jsaiQt use of ardent qsmtf, io^apabk of k ; and JBurke, 
tbpugb possessing a hkmt^ active and ^umOe miady was 
^etepdowed M^ith'a^^|]|st^l0 riMQftbling dispositioti, wbtch. 
incapaipitat^d. bim from an)F ^eonlinuQus mental ^exertion, 
^nd besides, at thi^ itime be; w^ in the constant babit 
jcjtf ^< steeping liis^ 8§nm ip Ibrgeltf Ulocfli,'' and M die jiaofe 
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-mne tar^Aing reflection and the wtonii^ Jrfi«iMMcacnce, 
by the indulgence of his inordinate appetite for slitoulanta. 

. Whatever might be their feelings, or wh^her they frft 
M ail or not, the next opportunity found them actively 
engaged in what had now' assumed the character of a regu- 
lar trade. The narration must be proceeded in, and the 
disgusting catalc^ue gone through, however revolting to 
humanity, and we hasten to lay before our readers the 
remainder of the intelligeiKe we have obtmned respecting 
these murders. 

Another one was effected upon the body of a poor old 
wbnum who had unhappily drank too fr^y, and not 
being inaconditidn to behave discreetly, had* subjected 
-herself to the surveillance of the police, who, as a last re- 
soilrce, were in the act of conveying her to the office; 
-Burke happened to be in the way, and apparently com- 
miserating the situation of the unfortunate woman, prof, 
rfered- bis good' offices in taking charge of her aind furnish- 
ing her with a night's lodgings. The officers were doubt- 
less glad to get their troublesome charge so eaidly off their 
-hands, and readily acceded to his request ; she was con- 
ducted to the ordinary slaughter-house, Hare's, and speedily 
'^t out of a condition to give any further annoyance to the 



lice. 



Anotheri victim was a cinder gatherer, whose occupation 
;caused her to wander about the streets at all hours, and 
while Burke prowled abroad at the early hour we have 
.mentioned, many opportunities must have occurred to 
form an acquaintance with her, and we may suppose that 
'fitde inducement would » be requisite to causie her to leave 
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. iier wrc^ebed employmeat for a senson, and partak^^ of his 
; g^od cheer : she was destined never to return to it. 

If: there be any gradation, in their wickedness it ap- 
pears more tDcredible and unnatural that a near relation 
<^the one, and connectioil of the other, should have been 
, selected as a sacrifice; yet it is well ascertained and ad- 
lUiilted by Burke, that a young woman, a cousin of M^Dou- 
gal's was also put to death, after having been intoxicated. 
Some relations, we believe her mother and sister, after the 
lElefarious system was developed, came to Edinburgh in 
leacful apprehenmon, endeavouring to ascertain the fate of 
^hear whom they had long anxiously mourned oyer, and 
^^^pplied at the house of Constantine Burke, when h^r rela- 
' tive Helea M*Dougal was present. She, in answer to their 
'Agonised inquiries, replied, that they need not trojjbfe 
tl^iQfi€;lves about her, as she was murdered and sold long 

: Oi^ qf the remaining mufders was perpetrated on ihe 
^body of a woman ^ho came from the country, and took 

, up. h^ lodgings also in Hare's. 

' .' . :.i '..'■ I 

Wchave already given, at page 125-137, a description of 
.the. murders of Mary Faterson and James Wilson, or Daft 
•Jamie, smd it will be unnecessary here to repeat whi^t has 
> alveMy been inserted. Burke has admitted, that he was 
intoxicated when he suffocated Faterson, and that it was 
done in the presence of Hare, while she was in a slumber, 
which the excessive quantity of spirits he induced her to 
swallow had produced. All legal proceedings regarding 
her.may. be considered to be at an end. Should it be* re- 
solved upon, however, to indict and try Hare for the mui:- 
der of Daft Jamie, a farther development of some of the 
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(urcuiQstaoces j^nected with, him may be airtMlpil^. 
As it stand^l at pi;e^eiit, wemayiusaei^ 'thatrnojiiddkiws 
can be made to the narrative formerly given. It is sin- 
gular that he w^as th^ only individual mcnrdeiedf^h^had 
sense enough to refuse the liquor that was: ppssudd^lf^^fu 
hin^, and apparently th^ only one tbat tfa^t'£MiiMt^a^ 
di^ulty in dispatcl^iQg. Bucke |;)as latter^, int^riktekAi 
to thifti remarkedj *» tbat they found mcrfe trouble WWi 
a sober fool than a drunk Ofi^.'' > . .; ' • --'/ ^'^^-^^ 



; Puring the progress of this, .idK)liQS»Ie Imtcfaev^ iBu^be 
and M'EtougaJ,. removed from,, Haf e V ^r As it 'was; iiwote 
commonly called JV|rs« Lo^^s.bou&e, to> that <Kf a rolitdoft^dr 
connection of theirs| p^med Bj^oggan^ the .fatber'xif ;tfwe 
witness of that name. . W^ cannot determine WB^tbidr 
there Jiad really ocpurred suph a quarnd Ipetwiai fibite 
and ^beip as to induce tbemiO sqia^e im^disgiM^ Mdtis 
"been asserted, or whether it ' was imagined that anid^^ 
estabUshment would furnish additional opportunities for 
acpjc^plishing th^ir de;^ign$>; :but ifa; disa^seeckeivt^tu- 
tuajly did take pjace,*; it h^d be^n of short' coatlnujdM^, 
anci their operations appear to ,hfl(ve sujSei^d oooimxfi^iil)!- 
lion in consequence. It has been already stated, that 
.3rog^an's house presented adiAirable capabiJiiieBlfeir^r- 
rying on the ^ork^. provided the. inmates icfMildbe^cdt^ 
upon, but as, it only consisted jo^ ope smiPiIl/apabtme^t^ilAns 
was indispensable. There wa^ also the 4ajrkrpaftsagciyittv- 
nishmg a ^lace of retreat fjpa: the ivoro^, i^en that should 
"be considered convenient* . . >. ,,./.) 

Previously to occupying their new Ibdgtngsi, hoirefvee, 
they seem to have spent a short time ii| AwsiUmtiiie Burked 
house in the CaJiongitle^ as they wefe.i;^^adilig there .whea 
Paterson and Brown were enticed in|oJtiii.A))riL iuSotm 
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af^ep Whitsunday tbej' reinoved to Broggan's bouse, and 
Dot. long after <;on>menced Ueiiifg it for tbe purpose that 
jghme'« bad been formerly applied to. A decent wornadj 
the widow of a porter, named Ostler* who lived in tbe 
Grassmarkef, and who bad died shortly before, was tbe 
@atr$t victim in it. She gained her Kviiig in )an incRis- 
Irieils laborious wliy, mainly by washing and dressitfig^ 
9^ eked it out by any sort of work she migtit be 
employed in, and during harvest ei^i^d in connfry 
w?p4!k; She had been accustomed to frequent Br$>g^ 
glHiV bou#^ in her vocation of a washier^woinan, apd waer 
Wfrfl^ known to the neighbours from her k>ng rdttM 
deiiee about the neighbourhood, and from her often coM-^ 
ing toAlrs. Law\ where she got her clothes mangled.' 
One day she was observed to enter Broggan's house, and 
was noticed afterwards singing " Sweet Home'' in com- 
pany: with Burke. ' This was the last time that she was 
sbeoi, ; After having been persuaded to drink, she wa&dealt^ 
If ith in the usual manner. ^ [ 

Those who lived in the neighbourhood cannot diyest' 
tbeBf^$el!«i€te of the idea that Broggan, or at least his wife, Was' 
co^ietant of this affair. Their char^u^er» 'wer^ u0t - good, [ 
bef|>wngt)arirudei'bk'utal anddiunkeb persbnagie, who made* 
thfe ^lace the scene of a contitioed series of brawls; his wife* 
^ooi wasf Dot'heM in good estimation.' The time of the mur-' 
der^thej? xirgtie is pretty well ascertained by the fact of Mrs. 
Oatler!is .'having been knowii to ^ter tbe hbm^, and ievei^* 
S^eti to^deipdrt, and her disappearance fronv her usual ptaceD^ 
of [resort, as well as Mrs. Law's mangte, a ptae# Wh?^ hei^ 
QecilpiUiQn:re(|uiretf! her bftert t6^ visit; and it is alleged!^ 
thai iart;ahfdt /period^ though Broggan might be out of tjid' 
bdu^e^his^ecQuldnot, as she had lain in about the time. 
It is but justice, however, towards the Broggans to state, 
that Burke has never implicated th^m in any knowledge of 
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his ne^EuiouB' prqcee3ings,' and in this panicillar case, he 
says, that the accouchment had taken place some time before 
the murder, and that Mrs. Broggan, as well as het hus- 
band, was absent from thte house at the tim^. ' 

Some time after Burke's coming as a lodger to this 
bouse, he became the sole occupier. Broggan had been 
uDable topay his i*ent at Martinmas, and Burke and Hare* 
wbo were .cautioners for it, were under the u-^cessity of sa^ 
tisfying the landlord.' Broggan immediately after thitf 
decamped with his family, though it could not be to evade 
the landlord's claim, or from inability to meet it, as we 
have seen that. the rent. was already paid by his sureties* 
He left Burke in undisturbed possession of the house, and 
fiirniture. 

. After his removal, it might have been supposed that na 
inmate would have been admitted whose presence could 
possibly prevent the accomplishment of th^r designs; 
yet with strange inconsistency they shortly after invited 
Gray and his Wife to lodge with them. It could scarcely 
have ^been with the hope of mastering them, as Gray ap^ 
pears t^a stout a maid to have been attempted single^' 
handed, ^v^n by both of the villains, and the notion df hb 
being, ap accomplice is equally out of the question. It is 
true that when a «•• a shot/^ as their abominable cant terrac- 
ed it, was obtained, they were sent out of the way, but this-- 
must have been inconvenient, and after being felt so, it is pro^ - 
liable that they would; not have occupied their lod^ngs loQg^' 
Th^ girl that Hare Daurdered, When Burke was ab^nt ia* 
the country, completes the number of sixteen ; and thigy> 
according to Burke''s confession, i^akes up the whole iiui»>»< . 
ber. The amount is sufficiently horrifying, and the detailik^ 
abundantly fearfuL ' * T 
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account of tMe triail,' furriUii^s'imt)l'e . ilfecSlS^cJf^Vlie. 
r of .Margcfry Campbefl/ 'or Dochiet'ty. It was , th^^' 
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kst committed, and afibrded th^ tiieans'of det6ctin£^ add^ 
putting an end totheir wicked career: Tt^s'JFekirful td^c6ni 
template to what lengths it inight otherwise have ^bWe, or 
how long it might have continued. 

To the-notices which have been given,'we tiiay^siibjdiit* 
a- list of the whole; and although, as^We hive atteiaj^ pre*-' 
mi^ed, we cannot' vouch for the order iii which they'hap-' 
peiied feeing* strictly bbserfed, we beKeve that it i^Vlt W^; 
fbund otherwise perfectly accurate. / i .. j; t 

' The first IsiAgect sold was, ^ > • . i ; m;: 

.The |)(Bnsioner wha died a natural death.' - • ^* 

Tile mtfrderi^ were, ^ . » ^ ; . >* iA> 

' The ol& woman from Gilmerton. ^ ^ * ' .hid 
The Eriglisfh peibr. ; . , ' 

^ The bid mianf Joe the ]!Eiilieh ' : > '^ ' ^ ^- 
"'■ /Mftry'Hald^fi^.- •^" '--" '' '^•..' ■ '--^ 

'• o^Her^datigbtfen' ■• '^ ' • > '^ ' " •■'" • '•''>'-' "J-/; '* 
/ 'T4edd Irishwoman. ^ ' . i' : ni 

Her'grandsWi .,'•;.: ,.f -./j.- »•..' 

The Cinder Gatherer. 
' ^ ^Thie bld'Voman taken oiit of ifae 'police offiti^s 
- ii^iii^faitads. " ■" '■ ^''\ •/^. -. = :'.;;] nf 
<-i'- 'Ma^y-Paterson. ^■' . -•- •- ^ ^ - 1. •'«'>*''-'•••-"- ''^ 
The woman from the country. 
The girl M*Dougal. 
( Mrs* 0$tle^, the washarwoihan. ' *^ ' vjtk;! - i 
^'' - ©aft Jamie. ^ ■ • /'- \ ' ^'■' * '••*'' ' ' "^ ■'''•' 
• ' ' The woibaii Cafeipb^lli or Bbcherty^ '^ ^ \ * * 
■'.:Tbe8lrtflrtirdcrerfby'lia^ekIoiie.: '^^ ^'' ^ '^ 
»• 2 » 



^ Qf the«e>i|jiie{ w^e^murdered m Htre^s bouve,. md V^^ 
ipjt|ie.Cjelli^ adjoipiog' to. it, which w^ used by him a^.ai 
8Uib)e« Four or five of them were .effected in what, wfi^, 
fii^st Brogi^an's, and afterwards Bifrke^siioufei .and qne in 
Cpn^lAntipefiq-ke^S)^ Gibb'aClcM^ ] 

•> '^ . . . . ; . .... .1 

We have frequently had occasion to advert to the insi* 

luting manners^^nd mild deport|in|snt of Burke ;. aii4'^e 
sam9 character attended him in his|lai|t ^lace.pf rje^id^nifQ; 
in the Wes^Port : Though seidoni occi:y)ied at wq^k^' and. 
aj[^o0t fofttinually drinking^ he was^tjU «oi^idar^4 1V^^ 
iaofl&nsiye man. The fr^q^qent squabbles thfit to^ fi^^i 
between M^Dougal and he, and the beastly orgies of Hare 
and his wife, did not change ,tb^ (^ini^^.^pf ^btifVMgh- 
bours. His ch4ra$|ter rather itoo^.o^tcliMrf^^tjr) ^ben 
contrasted with his associates ; and a scuffle in the family 
of Irish people of his rank, is not su^^i m M|^^93m»o» 'dt> 
currenee, as to excite miiK^h'^eQMpn* uXn()f^;K> little 
was this regarded, that the cries <^ mvt4^,:^ l4^ night 
in which Campbell was ^uff<)^t^,clfr?;;P4s^'^9|V]^ with 
this single remark by one of their ne^ :^f Igh^K^l^ that 
^ Nelly would surely be murdered t(H^btr!)a^ ^e was 
making such a noise ;" but w^hf^H^- ftQ^li^bta dA4t there, 
was any thing 'more serious than usual^ing^fm/: ,^ 

,^OpiOT^maTyi,oci^r^s^ifhf^^^c^ i^lflperson 

in the passage when intoxicated, he would p^s^p^ with the 
obserratic^i of, << I am fou to-night; >ttt,I^]Rqil {^(disturb 

His fondness for iniisi^^ I^i^.been fpjrin(ef|y(|i<?^^^ and 
this disUnguiihed him to the last. It w^j^ JVIiiqtice to 
engage some wa^deipngf jraju^s^eln^ 3<Wf^c^ijflj«urdr or 
Italian boy who play^<abni|b t>i) ^k^t^m fibu^^gurdy 



♦( ^ ' . ' . ■ ' . • 

liioAt fi^uehtly, and wi%i^s Wksl^Uti^e t6'|^ u in hi« 

lS6u^ett<Jodc^rt and ddiice atnobg the children ihat'cbuW be 

cjdifected kbbUt'tbe neighbouthooc} ; knd i^oh^ Was, his pQ^| 

pularity, that his assemblies were generally well attended^' 

He appears tp have displaced oonside^a^Je affection towaifds 

cbitdren, and to hav^' secured their good will by ipining^ 

th^iii ip suqh h^mlisssi sports as these dancing parties^, 

ThSse' who werfT too yoiing to participate ffi the #inu8(Ej- 

itiehts were propitiatory gifts of sweetn^eats^ , ,. ^ 

^'Miebiy; anxious tnbtbers- have found out since thei trial^^ 
thattheir cKiIdrei were Objects of i^egard U> the murderer' 
BWki; niid ib the pleliitade of their parental affecHonj^ hiave^ 
coWlrktiilati^ thentiselves upon tb^^itescape frpin his clutch^, ' 
N6lhltig*Wrld tiow eoh^tice them thq.t a pltit'was hot, jaiil^ 
to Mnajytlftir bclovfed offsprrft'g, Arid thk^f h^had' iiot* 
been detected, they would ere this time have furnish^ 
tiibii^s fbi-'Ui^kti4n[ B^r|:e, however, jUiej;es\^< he 
iiteVi^*' ttieddled with children, aird nevef int^n4«l td do' 
so. ^tliete^h little tobm to doubt, boweVeV, th^it hati '.ihf'* 
so^y^f^-grftWb and higher priced victipa^^ftile^^ 
w^ld' ilibti have isbriipled tiiiuch to betake llimself to younger ^ 
o«^i*i ¥et«6h6t kilow any tendi^rrie^ of feeling to. ont who ^ 
C€»6{d^of^6tt btitchering so urieoiicernedly and for such a 
le6j|lfr<tf time. He statek, indeed, that he Mfoujd have/ 
afefttitbhei} it long before, had it not been for the;eQtice- 
mihlts of 'the tnotistefHare, who, whenever be prdjfcised^ 
stdjpj^itigMSfaort, intiteJd hikn bn by threats and'fresh tempta'^ 
tib^s ; but although Hate tna^y have been^ and^ we befieve^ 
vNl^he^reaier' delinquent of the two, iif^^anyjdisiihction' 
^^ioSJie mad0, stiH Burke nlukt be allowed tp h^ve ^$esse4! 
-"Tfre^getkJjr ^qtjti^ to htfye' withdrawn himseti^ or even ta' 
haV^^Msted the ' p^^ogipets of hts partneif wlien he pleas^' 
a)i^ we^iea^'lftat'*^ exetis^ will scar^^ly serve to palliate, 
bis tOfnStlidt.' I^tf Was all the time a sharer in tiie unhal^' 



lowed gains, and, an actiye .co-<^)^ator, £Uid seems, Ijff h^tRt 
prowled about as ruthlessly in search of mi^rablp wretches; 
to practise uppn, a^ if no feeling of remorge ever d^uteffid, 
his mind . . * , 

lie has even stiated, that Hare and he intended 
taking u journey in the way pf their business, next. springs 
ihey were to proceed westward from Edinbur^n, and^ 
after visiting the intennediate places, travel on to Gla^row,^ 
where they expected to find a rich harvest. They were to 
proceed thence to, Belfast, by, way of Greenock,, which was 
also to be fittempted on the route, (ind after doing, what tfa^jT: 
could in the north of Ireland, were to journey: pn .to Dub* 
lin. . They had little fea^ ^l^out n aking.a suqcea^fulspi^. 
cplajtion ; and in all probability, wit|i such a fin^ field be* 
fpre them, th^y wQukl pot bftve been disappoin^d* 

It,isr evident from alL this that a y^r's impunity had^ 
prpduced the effect of making them con3ider theix^yesr 
as ^n^a^ed ip a species of profession which bad ii;ideed,. 
like illicit. distiljlatioB, or any coiitraband, traffic, to be; qqi^ . 
cealed from^ the authorities, but which^ except for thi^ai^; 
noying accompaniment, waS' pursued with ;nearly.f|8 littlje> 
compunction as any other profession would have^.b^en; , 
and after some pr^cf ice, they must have found ^t-^Ji^cra*' 
tiye one. . The comnpiencement was m^de jin : Sec^ioJbier . 
1827, about Christmas it is stated, and the womap Docher- -, 
ty y^as murdered on the Slst OjCtober 1828, "IJheir b^- - 
gain was to rieceiye eight pounds for e^ch subgect during j 
the summer season, and ten pounds in th^.\^^^l|^er.. While, 
npyices in tbe profession, in the course of t^u mc(ntb&^h^y , 
had massdcred sixteen individuals, pb^^, n^iat Jia|^ fX9r\ 
dvced about one hundred and^ fifty ppyii^s, jor ^^v^enjjr^r 
five pouncjs to each, . without cpuniipg,j^^, j^ice^ cf^ t^j, 
fii^st.subjecjt ;| no small siim;/9r;p^!spnjjjnjt|[^^ 



Theirv e?ilj.got gajbs 9^001, .jhp^iv^vei^.'ttd bskvk [deleted ad 
readily a^ tbey came,; apd all llfiat, ei^^v pi\ them '. gossessed 
when; arrested, was jabout . two pounds recei toft oH: the j^mb 
day. £^s patt of the price<)f the oqrp^e oF CaQn})b^li -fiurkie?^ 
mon^y was, upon bis^ person, and HateV wasr hid jiader the 
•door of bi& inneif clpse^: yi^bei^e :it w^ gc>t.Qiid>:dQbvered 
|;cf biw in the jaiL ■■, .y .: :, ' t "; ^ t^ 

f XJpon t^e evemngr of the^cJ^yrf^n-jWhicbitb^tiody -of; Dou 
9hgrty,^p di^t^ctedJyujg^a^Wgthe ptmw,« arid before the 
pei^bbours.were apprised of it,. Hare rwas difioaret ed lurk- 
il^ in the stair lading t^pi^^rke's^r^m^: aboat the- time 
^hen tl^ie bodj/^^^s, to be conv^yedtt^wjiy, ^and u^hbetn^ 
questionedas to who heyaa, a|i4^Hat,indu(C^dlhim; tp Joimi^ 
abo^t.ih that inanner, hi^ replied that; be way .Waiting; "idp 
liYiliiaiQ Burke. ; 3y this ,.tiQ^e,hG:;was;recogia£9ed,. and Ad 
he was mi universal, object; of .di^like^ w^demed'JtaacjgQf 
^way. Mrs. Connoway. adding,^ *« U|at :herwduld fr^vbal 
the,.fe5«e5 from coining tp.Mrs^ La^^^sl mapgle.'^ Sometibsel 
after he was still fojui^d. loitering: aku)gi:4be 'passt^e^ andl 
again interrogated about his ^in^iiMBg so long. . This^timb 
h^ took an e^c^t^ual mode of reUeying himiself £rom; faisi 
troublesome^ inquirers by. qooiiq^qingitQ ri^ohdand womit/ 
Mrs. X»aw. sh^ut ber ;dopr i^i^lentlj^ iiil^hi^fate^ 'exclaiming,! 
*< what an ill-bred fellow," apdiMr;?.^Cpftilow3yalsaifollofedi 
hpr^ example. / THis was apparently ihe figb^l the^lwaioftdi 
£pr,E jand. immediate] y af ^er^wArds/M^uilooh the) poitemciir- 
ried put the tea-ches^ ctojai|^g;thl8ii body^ :. - . : ! ; i m 

^ When thqala^m.wa^ giv^n % Gtay'abd his^wife that^^ 
dead body bad beet), seei^ inlthe housa^ and thatitrfwas now- 
removed, a great sensation was naturally created^ and' people^ 
flocked about the place; none of the suspected individu- 
s^s^ ,^9weve|p,.cppld:^e fpimd^.dod.the police ibiSoers/wbo by 
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liiig tiinebad i)eett idfo^toed of it^ aod had minted the i^ou^, 
leti the place ih ^^Pik of ^hem, aiid the ' tumtitt i^ som^ 
degree subsided* After a sHcnrt While, Burke and M^DoUt 
g^llwete He«^4 corning' dd^ the '^ir and along^ the pask 
Eage, By this time the^ mast^bate been awdk'e'bf the didl 
coverji,.as.M^Doi4g»l''hftd 4>eett infomiiBd by the Gtkysot 
their suspicions, and had made an unsuccessful ait^tiipt to 
tamper with them ; yet there was no flurry nor precipita. 
uaa perceptible Sil thieir itianiicfr, atid, instead ot ^foc^e^* 
]Dg directly into th^ aphJKment, M^I^ougal observed, <*t 
hare : ii;)camlle but no %ht^^^ attd entered Cotinoway^^ 
bouse ' tb procure onfe, ' as i#^ ti^re was nothing .wrong; 
Burke leaned unconceimedly agnSnst the dbor-po^t, ^ithoiii 
£peaking uatS-ConuowiEly said, ^ We have been speaking; 
about you WilUain ;^* he thea replied^ indifferently, *^ XHat 
he hoped tbey had ndt' 60en speaking ill'of hiih;*^ arid 
upon Connbway^s^atiswernlg- that .•''It Was rib^ jg0o3 ib^y 
had to speak abdut ha«n;'' he inquired, "\Vhat ill*ihev' 
had to ;aay:?V After being inforiii'ed /that ii wa^ aboiit a 
body Ihat ha^ bjta:ft»i!iiid, he affbcted to ilnake light ol^ the' 
affair, under the pr^t^ce tliat it was oiie of their old ^o-; 
ries about lifting th^ dead.' 'He was then infbriln^d that it 
was not suoh a i^rmise now, but tbat he was suspected of 
murdering the little old woman with whom they all Were so^ 
happy the night before,- and that- the police were after 
him.. He replied with tiaore . ai^perity, *< That he 'de- 
tied all the country to prove any thing, against him; that: 
he had not been long about tbes^ doors, and this was the' 
second time such a story had been raised upon him.^ Mrs. 
Conniiway retnai'ked, that sHe had h^rd of his being a re- 
surrection snah, but never had known of any murder being' 
laid to bis charge. ' , / 

^Hq; entered, into an jestfUanation of his meaning, Which' 
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at inucb m ^y tfiiog r^lse tmd^ to s^ow th^ cool deaigp^ 
i^g^n^re of the mo. .: *5.Db you recojlect th^^, old wo-i 
^i^n tha^:can^^ froi][^ the ^puuti^y ?" he said^ desoibing ao 
elderly wpnifin >vb9 Jiad/be^n introduced as, a country 
friend of M*I)ougal, and had lived with them fpr three c» 
four days some tio^ before^ Mrs* Connoinray answer^d^ 
*/ Tliat she did,'' '* Then do you recollect^*' he rejoined^ 
^ her coming in to you and; ^i^faaking hands^ and bidding 
y-ou farewell?" Mrs. Connowaj> relied, " That .fjie re-r 
mi^fpbered it perfectly well.'^ << I made her ^ome in ^m<^ 
dp sa on piirjH^s^'' he added, ^^ as Brpggan ' ti^d me that 
you said % bad imirdered \\erj' Whether Broggan had 
actually said so, or whether Burke had deyisied this bHnji 
to screen him when another occasion required it, we can« 
1^ ^^ but Mr^ Copnoway had never heard of the oir- 
ciin{5tat^9|B before. The pfficers immediately after tbfs.coU 
toq^y ent^(|^ ^4 seized the culprits. They, were csonvey^ 
fdlo the pd^^offipe, and afjter e3^amination;)[>y thie.shei-iJO^ 
F^e trai^feired t^jthe Calton Hill Jail, and plaeedfamong 
^h^|uotried prisopqrs. Bprke's conduct .beftjre tr^4 was 
^fspojpus^ apd cpr^spond^ with what Ijias bec^ [purev Jo^^y, 
Ifif^ of bjn^i His :belw^*?o^f during the trifi\,*an4 MQW^ie- 
^tf^y After it, ,ba;s also been described^ andlil^Ie.ren^^nai 
tp he added^ save some- ^bor^ account of^ bis ^emeanpi^i; 
^ii|ce.^convictioii« .. ..; :, ^ f;, ;. . , . , . o •:' .:f '. , 

On the fost.mori^ngafi^r Iris -repioyal from the Lock.- up<r 
hc^ose to the cofld^ned cell, y^li^chl in the Gallon «^il^jfl| 
nnd^ Ujjfjwomen^s celk,.aRd^j^g^9g the stair which lead*. 
tp ii^mi ,^c ,na^.ti6pe4 tj? Jthf jailpr ivho atten^cid .biip^ that, 
he bad bear^ a^woj^ofmL^apfie^ iki<^uired if ii wou)d 

1^ Ilare's^wifc|j; He V^^Jf^oi^iped l^ 
i^i, lis sl^e jjafl cwfin^ ma j^s^iDt i^rtj pf. the. bou^^ 



fdr.he'wiBis su^e'tftat it was a irbtoah hie Ueafd tbdarniiig/ 
The'jall^Saf then told him that it* raiifitfcavie beten his -own 
wife, wha was kept aihoTi^.the women for proiecUim. ** Is 
the place convenient,*^ he' sard; The jailor answered, 
*^ That It was quite near.'^ " Poor thing," he replied, <* die 
has lost her only earthly prorider." On the evening be- 
fore MO^bugal left Edinburgh, she called at the jwl with' 
Cbnstahtiiie Burke, both requesting to see BUfkle,'' ahdf 
npbi^ this beting denied -them, M^Dot^al sent a message;, 
mfortxiin? hitn that she Wanted money. He seiit' aH that 
remained of Iris money, and a common old watcSh/'tc^iier.' 
He 'has since expressed great affection for her, and k strong, 
desire to see her before he suffers. - '' • • 

"'Shortly after he came to the jail,* it-tras obsfer^ed by 
eotiie one that he would receive absolution froth the priest,' 
which iT^ould make all rigbt. He answered ina^etibaflr 
tone,' *< tbat there was onfy one absolutibn for sin, and 
that it had already been made." Any stccount of the sjri- 
rituai coil version of a gteat criminal has fteqiiently bien 
complained of by liiany, under the suppdsitibn that Ithas^ 
a^endency to encourage' sinbers to continue in iheir imv 
qliityi in the hope that a tardy repentance may^plkcetJtW 
ffla'istate of grlace at last" W^'qiiestion^much the jimiite 
of their conclusions. Men etigaged in a career "^ of ^cntiie 
do not reason in this way, nor reason at all upon the sub- 
jffcct ;' and,^tliough thfey did, it would requite ^M'har&i- 
h6dd ih a fellow-sinner to endeavdur to dedrive thetn'Bf 
«*the hope set before them in the Gospel.''" TKtttlgb we' 
<?ertkifnly*do not imagine that, these dbjectors woutd 'fer W 
moinetit contemplate fetteHhg the oj^raKott^ofthfe fepWf/ 
We,^'^at the srime time, hold the 'opinion, that the utiiosy 
cautiofil ^duld be'tKed td p)*GbiQ}gating subh^ accounts^, a&ii^ 
tifet Hi«' Mte bf^'riifed tif thi' mdividiM ^fehbblctti^fliflt^ 



]M»ugh}y s^ed «md tigidly inquired into bclfore a con^rer^ 
^on be announced. It i» inth some pain, tftwefere, that 
we have heard it given forth that Burke has become a true 
penitent. Hapfyy should we have been had we been to- 
abled to proclaim that «^ the wicked had forsaken bis wa^s^ 
Mfd the umi^teous iMn his thoughts,'^ and ^ad dioald 
we still be to learn that it wms so ; but truth compelit ns tb 
stute, tliat no sypapiom has hidierto occurred to warrant 
such a eonctusion. We know weU that he ilau expt e^sed 
contrition for his misdeeds, but we fear that it is rather 
mrtow fyr piimshment having overtaken him, than a sAise 
of the magnitude of his sin against God ; and as for siijlng 
that h^ has sinned, a man who has comitoitted ^een coid^ 
blooded murders, if he speitks <m the subject at alljeaift 
s^poelj say any thing eke. He is said to b# perfiictty reu 
idgncid to bis fete, and to express him^^ quite' ealmty on^ 
Ae anbjeet. We believe it adll fi4 is tt liMti of th^C^ 
stamp that would refttduvely bring himself to suffer esdb^ 
irhflt he conkt tfdt atoid.' A6 to bis ttmioubding that hef 
tmtAd not < tiow ^<s&epv df paidon ibougb it v^d c^recb 
to hhftf, it iippears to us to be a mere fietioo. We 
"WoolA not wish Co spelik iri^vebeotly upon such a fiKikmiJ 
iilbjeet^ bin surely we m^y be allowed to say, that cdiiv^I 
liion^€he;failh of the Gospel^ and to a Ami belief in tht^ 
truths of Chrisiiitniiy, doe» not and ought not to bfidg> 
d^ong with 'it a prediiectiicm for ^ng hang^;' iSiat whiter 
it alone |}t«panls 4l man for death, it 4te6 capacirates him 
fiNr woithily ebhfiindiBg in li^. We fear if fiutkr haft' 
fi^e use of such: nn eitpression, it can only be account^' 
for by. wrp»g-headedniiss or bypoorirf. Be malt kiiow wrii 
thgit ta paidon is liot likely to be granted, and if it were, thati 
h»» consent ^onld not be'ksked t ^nd any oteervatibns ujponr 
the siibjeetiiiay th^bl« be spaf^d. We Tepeat that wt' 
sfaiilt 43«liapj^ t0'b<s 4ais!tered^^at W6 Are mkttalteA in this 
9* 2 k 
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. view, we Jbave taken of hi9: stale, but there is mud^&tr that 
though a loelancholy it is a just one. . 

. Since his. con viotioB: he. has beeA very strictly watched^^ 
lest be should find meaqs to destroy himself, thoi^h he 
hks never ishown the .slightest inclination to do so, A mao: 
sits with him night and day, and to those engaged in this 
duty, as well as others who are necessarily employed about, 
huQ> he has been very communicative and garrulous. 

As illustrative of the freedom with which he converses: 
with those who are about him, we may mention an in^ABOe 
which, were it not for the melancholy and awful situa^cHit 
in whi^ he is placed— ^standing on the brink of. eternity-^ 
W0ukl bear an irresistibly, ludicrous aspect.. His mind, 
aeemed to have been engaged in a train of re^so^ing.'upoa 
acHne subject, and. at last he gave vent to it by saying,: t^ 
he thought he was entitled to, and ought to get, ^he five^ 
pounds from Dr.Koox, which was still uitpiud, on tb0body 
of the. woman. Docherty, It. was observed, to him, tbail 
Bi^^Knw had lost by the transaction, as the body.waa ta<* 
kmi from him. He replied, << That was not my bu^ness^ 
I .delivered the subject, and he ought to have kept it/' It 
vras then said to bims that if the money was paid, Har^ 
ought to; get half of it. He pondered a little upon this 
yj^Wtf and t^n answered, ^* No; that {{are had cleared 
himself by beeoming king's evidence, and he thou^JbiM;; 
hebad justly forfeited his §hare of it, and that all the five 
pounds should go to him.'' It turned ^utjhat. his anxiety^ 
£or the five pounds proqeeded fi:om a desire to appear in ^ 
reputable manner on the scaffold. <^ ^iufie I am toap^ 
penr before the puUic,?' he said, " J sbonW like to bere^ 
8pi9c)abk* I^bavA gqt a tqlemble pair of trousera, but 
1^19^ not a coat ^ajid wai&^tcoat that I cIeui appear idd ; 0sid. i£ 
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rj gelPthe fiVe pduikis I ^ouM buy theni.^ Though it is 
not likely th^ he will r^eifve the money, his wish will be . 
-gratified in respect to th^ clothes,-— a topic which he has 
vfk^uently adverted to. We understand that the priest 
'Who attends him has provided him with what he desires ; 
iand if he had not don6 so, the Magistrates would havb 
^supplied the want. 

His disease has now got worse, and gives him great 
uneasiness. In consequence of the surgeon's request some 
change^ has been made on his food, and in addition to the 
n^eagre diet formerly hinted at, a little soup has, been al- 
lowed him daily. This cfay, (Tuesday) he will receive the 
siacrament according to the rites of the Romish church. 
fie was removed to the Lock-up-house previous to the aw- 
ful ceremonial of a public execution, at five o^cIock' this 
morning. 
^ • m ■ > . i .-' ^ : . -.-'^ -^ 

Since his condemnation, all intercourse with him hiis 
been strictly prohibited, except by those whos6 duties re- 
squired their attendance, or the authorities who might wish 
to see him upon public business ; or, finally, thiose whci 
had, from their situation, the privilege of the enir&^ and 
could extend the same privilege to a few of their immediate 
friends ; bat, with the exception of their visits, they seen» 
to have been actuated by the laudable desire, that the un-' 
bif>py' nmn should not be annoyed from motives of curio-' 
^ty, and the public has been rigidly excluded. Still af 
sufficient number found their way into his cell, to harassr 
and tease him about confessions ; and to be rid of the an-- 
Boyance, as it is stated, be addressed a letter to the Lord' 
Provost, requesting that a professional gentleman, wborn* 
he named, might be allowed access to him, for the purpose- 
ofy once for all, givklg through him an authenticated c<>li-«' 
femon, wbich might satisfy the.publio mind. 
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The puWic autboritiea ^i^pedr all almg U}> biye befn 
actuated by a decided rehictiMM^ to d^seloae I0 Ibe pubtic 
any thiii^ connected with these traosactioBg b^M4 wht^ 
must neoessajrUy appear pa the i*egular trials i and i» doing 
i3Q| we ^ave no doubt have been anxious tp i^ure too^nial 
jpy^soos tt^ e^fclusive knowledge of sMch circamstaqc^ a(i 
might be necessary for the ends of justice^ aa well aS| ip 
their opinion, to prevent the public mind being unneces- 
sarily ^xqited, 

TOWN^COUNCII. OF EDINBURGH, 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 21. 

. Tbe JLord Provoat sUUed to die Council that ibajr woct 
pf |rlug)6 awa^ that a written application bad been niada W 
hiv^9 »igm4 by B^rke, the in^v idual at (itesent widet 
sentence of death, for permission to be visited by a Writar 
in town, to whom he was desirous of making somewdisclo* 
sm^ea regarding the crapes with wbich be had beeft ^n- 
nected, apd that^ actii^ upon the advice of th^ l4)rd Adi* 
yoc^te^ he (bad jdeemed it rigbl to refuse the ap^fditatiQiS in 
gue8tion.~Tbat adyiqe had been g^vtn by the Locd Advo^ 
cate in a letter, which, of o^uirie^ waa nci wril ten with ^fafi 
view of publication ; but as mueh miarepr^sentattoa bad 
gone abroad regarding tiie mailer, the Lord FrcwDat deen^ 
^4 it right tbat the letter shoubl be laid befoeei dM puUio, 
that xjoi^y ought know the true grounds, on iihidn tb^na* 
9Uf^s(:ha<) been refnised Hi& LerdsUp futther itajted^ 
duit he had waited upon Biwke, and explained to htai "tiia 
xaaion for fef using, access ta the iodividual whom be had 
i|ientioned in hia tetter^ and by whota that jetfeer was wnt« 
t^, though it was certainly signed by Bnrke^wbsn tha 
unfortuaate man mentioned to Ae Lmrd Provost, that hai 
was perfectly mdififvent as to the matter, arid that br did 
not conceive that ibe narrative of his hfe, wfaidi the peraan: 






4dfeiB|y mcntiooied fa^d wWlfiecl tQ prepuce for pyUkft^p, 
ipgg oC a nature caloola^ed to iateres^ any one* The LcHtl 
A4voeate's4eUeir is of the fpllowiqg. tep^ :-r- 

^* Edhiburghy January l5y 1^29. 
" My Lord Peovost — I had the honour to receive your 
Lordship^s letter of yesterday^s date, transmitting a cooi^ 
muoicatioa to you from William Burke, which is here- 
with, retamed. 

<^ Your Lordship is perhaps not aware that, on the 3d 
instant, Burke intimated to the Sheriff, througn the Go- 
vernor of the Jail, that being harassed by inquiries, he 
wished ,onee for all to make a full confession of every thing 
he. could say in regard to the atrocious transactions in which 
be bad been engaged, to the end that he might afterwards 
be allowed to remain undisturbed, and apply his mind to 
things fitted to his situation. In consequence of t(i(s com- 
Qiunication^ the Sheriff, on that same day, rej^redto the 
jail, and took from Burke a full and voluntary 'Confession, 
which was drawn up in the shape of a declaration,' coo- 
fiistiog of 19 pages. This declaration is now in my pos- 
session, and I sometime ago sent a copy of it to the Secre- 
tary of State. 

<< It appears to me of indportance both to the individual 
l^mself, and to the public, that no second statement, idiich 
might be contradictory ofy or inconsistent with, the first, 
(so solemnly and deliberately given) ought, now to.be inir 
petrated frpm this man by irresppnsible 'parties, with the 
avowed object of its publication ; ' and that the proper an<r 
swer for yx)ur Lordship in return is, that Burke having 
himself most properly already selected such a mode bf 
making his confession as was best calculate to secure its 
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accuracy, .'and to render it truly autheotic, no -deTiiti^ 
from that mode of proceeding can now be sanctioned ; biit 
that the Sheriff will wait upon Burke, for the purpose ^tf* 
reading over to him the confession made on the 3d curftrnt^ 
and that that magistrate will then take down whatever 
additions or alterations Burke may desire to have made 
upon it. 

" I hsLve the honour, &c. 
(Signed) «« Wm. Rak.*^ ' 

f' Right Honourable the Lord Provost 
of Edinburgh, &c, &c. Sec," 

It is difficult, however, to see how "it is of impor- 
tance to the individual himself, and to the public, that no 
second statement, which might be contradictory of, or in- 
consistent with, the first,*' should be given. To us it 
seems of great importance, that all he is willing to cohfesg 
ought to be received and given to the public. So far fiom 
his wishing to remain undistuibed, it is at his own request 
conveyed in a letter, signed with his name, that that per-* 
mission for the gentleman to visit hioci was asked ; and his 
second statement could only be important, in as much as 
it difiered from the one previously given to the SherifiT 
It could only be with a view of giving a fuQer account,' 
and. more minute in its details, tl^at he wa^ desirous of 
being troubled further in the matter. It is not an impos- 
sible supposition, that the declaration the Sherifip received 
is altogether a tissue of lies ; and is the immaculacy of it 
still to be upheld, and all correction denied, because it 
would be contradictory of, or inconsistent with, the former 
document? Neither does it seem. to us, that the avowed 
object of its publication makes any difference. It is only io 
as far as this object is concerned that the public cares a 
straw upon the subject. And if the SherifPs document is 
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UoidihetKled' to be, inimedial;ely published, but is to be 
abut up in. the archives of .his office^' until some future Sir 
fWalter Scott grubs it out, and : weaves for othier genera<^ 
tions a romance of thrilling interest out of the horrifying 
confessions of Burke, the public perhaps would have been 
as well pleased had all this official activity been spared. 

We cannot believe that these very respectable func- 
tionju*ies,can feel in common with those who vu^e the silly 
cant, that the public mind may be contaminated by an ac^ 
dount of his crime. . The public mind has been, and is 
strongly excited. Some information the public requires, 
iM^d will get, and it surely is better to have a correct and 
authentic statement than garbled and exaggerated reports. 
Were it a detail of the clever tricks of an ingenious and 
ftdrcMt rogue, there might be some colour fo)c the above 
i^nion; but no one is likely, to be so enraptured with 
Burke's narrative as to engage in such a revditing trade in 
imitation of him. 

But while their Lordships have been ddiber^ting' upon 
Uhs subject, and ultimately resolving that he ishould not 
bie- allowed to give an account to any but themselves^ 
the poor man has b^e^ confessing all the time; and it is 
9reU known that several have had access to him, who^6 
KMmtbs cannot be stopp^; iukI whose pens have not been 
idle; We are assured that not one, but several << authen- 
tic confessions of Burke'' will be made public ; and wehave 
reason to know, that a duly authenticated one will dppear| 
whether the Lord Advocate's be published or not. What^ 
ever is interesting, our readers may rely upon receiving; 

JEor the present, with the: exception of the following 
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^ oodfetskms'' whicb ^rat appeared in the Caladcodan 
M^Kury, and which^ we ore assured, are perfi^etiy autbett*' 
tic^-we will kat« the unfortunate tnati until the Jast^iUst' Mi 
dve singular drama of his Ufa cfeees. ' , ^ 



CONFESSIONS OF BURKE, 

Tba infiormation from which the folkming artiol^ ii 
drawtt qp, we ha^e received from a most re^peixilbl^ qUai^^ 
ler^ and its perfect correctness in all respects ms^ be cdnfti 
dendj relied on. In truth, it is as nearky as possible 'a 
krict ytfporty rather than the substance, <tf whAi passHfrd^M 
an iivter?iew with Burke; in the course of which the uiK 
happy man appears to hare opened his mtnd %^kb£in 
reserve, islndl to have given a distinct and eKpUcit atisw^ 
to «very qfiestioa which was put to him^ nelaitive to h|l 
oonnactiqii with the late murders. 

. '. .' *.j ' " i 

After some conversation of a religious] nature, in the 
fiQiirse fif which Surke statjed <hat, wtiife ip Jjc^nd^liia 
vmi Wft? under the inflMenoe of reli^ous iajpr^ew^^ aWS 
ikkfi/t k9 ^s laecDstom^d to read his <$atQehii$D9 and b«l 
llr^y^rfboQki ^pd to; attei^ to bis di^e9>,. be vat aakedi 
Ac||g^,eomesit^tbea, that you wbp,by yoMt^na^s^tlal^ 
W^i^ once yhd^r the itS^^mce, of reU^iw (iropre^najn^ 
m^ formed, the id^^ q! sujch dreadful atiwHie#> ^f swAi 
^UM^Wded^ systeamtic mwd^, as you adoifit you hai% 
^»» wgaged ii>— b<^w caime, saqb a m^c^^if^ ^ aatet 
39oi}i;^indr Tb <his Burke feplisd^ ibiit hb M^ntiti^o^ 
j^plly.know; but that beeomidg addiete^ ita driufci, Uvtog^ 
in open adultery, and associating continually with the 
ipi4Mdl«tiakidoiiedx;bara<|ter$, he'gradually becapa batdeaed 



this murderous traffic. To which he answerecj^^^^^fj^jjc^ 
Christmas. 1827 till the murder of the woman Docherty 
>io Octob^ last.") ,<^/Hpw. ma^ .p^^oii;i^ [ba.ye; y(^ mur- 
,clered, o^.be^n.cofjCfliry^jift iptur/Ufii^yrdu^ixig ihaV*^fje^{f 
fWero they thirty iflj^ll.P'V «. J^ot,^ nft^By;^ nottpj^jDj^j, 
..Ii^3ilreiyw,;!f , « How. fla»oyj?" He^9s^er)Bd.jlJj^jq,u^. 
iHioil I btttlthe answer ^as, % ^ ma^9» IWfisf*l^,s|^ft?%tp- 
.;igr»^:iK)tt dp||i|m,u^§.t^4 to ua, fi|[^4 F<^FV|ed j^rj a difenfflt 

I .'. ■■■^.i') :',"■':[ fli;// ''...''■ .-''if' f>." tif,;.- (I -.')[ in 

; ' /*«^Had.you apy<awQinito5eftr ^' N<?^ bw^ jp^rp^,^ 

j^ijpfifystpQfe /?|ire,; whej^ ^f^ w§fegf)^ngAo cc^i^tja mHrdgf, 

that no one else should be present — that nq.jO^pcr 9f)t4<^ 

swear he saw the deed done. The women might suspect 

.wJiat. we wev^:»bmy)^^ W^'.^^W^^ S^ tjherar ipxi^^^pf, the 

.i^.WhmiWei^em gmg ^^^o .i!;^ > ^Tbey. neyei: sa^f^^^s 

.cpmmHiJ^My of t^.pplSffde??. , Ojqe of tl3U95,pQi^:4^s|^YfR* 

di9ife. in Bro^to'fi.hiB^us^ f;wfeil«,lti§:iwas:pu^. bjut befo}^^ 

\X»mm^jhGi :%h}Skg,wsiS, i^sh^^ a??^ - |he , bc)dy j>^f, jpfjjj^ 

}fee«^j B80j^i\'^id^tly 6H^pfict^:aom^tbipg for he^ftg- 

jp08jre^:iflu«b:$^t«lietl, aQ^^entrp^ted u§ :« tq t%|sft4Wfliy 

dlfeat h«/. vhilphKV^ ,ac?cofidiE|gly,jdid, Brtt.J^e wa^^^^pt^fp 

*.^y.Wffy;xc9ttrniB4jmat; Ml ,;;i j, j . .; ^.^ .,:[ i:;, sv,u hlh 

■:■•! i">; - I '-:-.•' r'^-;.- 'i :■.;..■;■ :/r ;;;:: f; Yh.iJ 

•. !)«^JX'0ufeatre.iiifeWy'toid; w#,tb$jt,7y<^v|,;wfir^ «»g?g«l^)tf^ 
.tht8^,Atao^iti€&fi»m Ghristro»a;W^7 .tiU]tbe'^^4jp{;Q€t53^r 
1828 ; were you associated with Hare A^px\g.^lfi\k^tiff\pi(di?^* . 
** Yes. We began with selling to Dr. ■ the body of a 
imomLm*i/wh9. trndu^edM i|iatoF|i^.7i^tt]t ,ip;i Har^'s>Wise* 
vWfitgot ten jBbuiudsofoQiU^ fAffc^ fi^a^^yf^.h^nif'^fWfi' 

▼ious memoir. /',:»..)) ,.;; rr ■ /.• :,/ .i.j j.-.tf,/ 
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derS) and aU the^rest^f the bodies tre sold to Mni were 
iiitird^re(i.^ " . ' . j 

<* In what place were these murders generally doifetrit- 

ted?** «< They were tnostly committed in HafrS^s house, 

which was very convenient for the put-pose, as4t cbniiist^ 

of a room and a kitchen. Daft Jamie Wis miirdei*ed tber%. 

"^e story iold of this murder isf incorrect, Hhre b^gau 

'tKe struggle ^Hh him^ and th^y fell and rolled tdgfeth;^ 

on the floor; then I went to Hare's assistance, «iid^^ 

at length finished him, though with much difficulty. I 

■fettomiltei 6>he Hdtird^i^ in the c6uiiti^ by ifij^lf.* It was 

*1il li^t' harrest. ' AH th^ rest we#e dbne itt corijtiQietidti 

^'^th Ho^e.'*'- ^ '-;'-.: • " ^ '/■ ^ ''> c . ( .: . : 

^jLi iJ By.i^hat meiln^ Drjere thes^ fea#ul atrocities perpbtrat. 

4krP **'By sufFocatiori. ' W^ Itfadi^. the pet^dn* drW*, 

a-tfd Ihen -siiflbdated ' th<*m by^^hoMii^^ tW v>ltt6tHbf>attd 

iiiicnitli, and getting^ oif ihW body. Soiil'etjittt^'t^ b^liiti^ 

-tiMiuth and. hose, wfclle l^B/te Went Up^ 'fhfe»'boIdy*?J^iill 

'sometimes Hkre held t^e itaotith nn^-W^s^e, J^rtlite't piK^ 

^j^self t^ the bodj. | Hafe has pei^«i4>eid hid^lf bj^r^i^t 

^W'said^t the trial aboUt'^^'H^Mel^y)^ IDddiel^^ 

did not sit by while I did it, as he say^. • MB^^t^intfike 

body assisting tne with all his might, while I held the 

^bc^iih attd^%Muth .wi^'C^tt^ l^and, ^kdkmd'hei uode^'the 

thtoat with' the-otlier': * We^ii^neUm^s used k pUtovv' bin 

"did'not ih'tfesr.ca'se.'*' --■ — iii- '■ ■ '^'-^ r:-' . ■• ;..^. ^L 






•'^-^iw^joVi iBurfte/'Atrtwier-Jii^ ihU quef<fcH*-jWew^y«Mi 

wbcfi Burke was in Me eountry. . ., , .. , i i ..\ 



fjvm' Hare.; We often spoke ab(ji)ut i^.afid we.a^ceed that, 
»^(^tmi ' was- the J^f^t ]¥iyr. Hai^e said go, apd I agreed • 
^ithikiHi./ Wftgfji^^djdubf ^HflR)ca)doni'' fOqrinfpr-^ 
inant omitted to interrogate him about the surgical anstru- 
ments stated to have been found in his house; butjthis 
Q»W|8$ioBi ^i:bi^ ^wpfrii^J^i V , ; \ . s . .J -t q 

:^^f Aid^m rj^(^e my eBcpprag^mentto commit or 55^^ 
^j¥«iehem oooiHiiHifig tbe^s^. ati»x;ities?'' *' Yes; ^e were 
ffi©q*ieotly.!tpld:by JPi^Jerson itjiat he would taJke as^maQjf: 
bittUisf a8,¥^^ fi^H^Kgeli &»ri^bWi , When; we got one, her 
sAmsfn i^ldr:iiS[,^Qigf^j9»pff5* Tbtrp' w^qomcnanlj -another 
{^oaon 3wAh, bw ofth^name of Falepn«^. T^ey generally. 
pqo«ed ,i»i t4 get Wojpe bodies for th[e|n/' . « , 

^^^- . d 'UD 1!, :j> -til .i.'..^ •■ ' ■ !r* ":; J c:' "- ' .'' [ 

r i^ Tof.wfcqw^ W^tW th0 hodiesjs^ mirfjej:e|l,^}d.?'' "l^'o; 
Di. *f->l-rvi oWje, t9<?k.>^ b^diefr to.hift rx^pms m >>. »u. r >.: 
,V/J^> ' iw i > «ftd tiwsi >>iij^»| t^obisbpiise ^ rec^ivp tb« n^oney^ 
j^illiei9^j :Sopai9t^^s>M-Bai(j^,iif J^imselfi ^oioqetimes 'we 

^4^ytb^^q^fi^,wi^i^(^h wel^a^ come%4bfr b^diep. W^ 
bj|lljiHrtbi% jlPrAQ . Mpteilfavei .a; body at tlo^ r^pp^s, ^n^ 
gd^etitb^won^y.*' "" .-> ".'• f, . -- c.-i ^« ^- V 

if Did jTiiiU €?vferj> up0Hr any»oeeai^opi^l a bcidypf^o^i^f 
toimyjotb^rJttetuier imlhis^^pjace?**^ " Never.\^ W^ koj^w^ 
noptteil" ' ;. 

//:» ) .:'K' />' ' ^ . , . , '" ^ ' :) 

: MrYoithaw been arnesUrrectioni^t ^,it is e^ed) I >}n-^ 
deril»ndlh"io<^No. > Neither aSare DQ«ri3[^^l£^4v^.go(. ei 
b(^y from a ctmrcb^ard. AU ^e sold we^e mu^r^exed, 
save the first one, which was that of the woman (man) 
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wlio'difed'k naturaltifeitft'* iri flrfn^^hotl*^.' We4)egaft'#k*i 
tKkt': btiif cfrMes tbeti domrhewj^. • Th6 Victii»» "rfe^'^sei 
leeteai' vrefe'i^etiefelly 'iW^rljr- phrfi-sdn^l - Tbey^emiM'-be 
mBife'^^6!% disp^^^d' 8f tliaA peiwiife4a the vigMr ^ 

K^^H'HI*'***^'-'^''' ' ' '• ^'''^' '-'''•* - - '"-'-' ' '' ' .o ^. ..' 

Such are the disclosures whicb^ * thf 3 . wretehed mati 4n» 
made, under circumstances which can scarcely fail to 
giWthidilA! ^Ight'with file jiubfic?. ^ Bdbfe a q^^^m was 
ptit! to' Vim cbAcei-ning the crimed iie had bfeen eilgftgkl in, 
h^ was solembiy'tetiiinded of the diity induidbedt «ipoii 
Kitn,' situated as He is, to banish^ from his ^ind tvetj fyel* 
iihg df '^Imo^ity tdthird'd Hare, on ac€6uiit'6f tjte evideoee 
whrch^He ktter gavfr'«tf the trial ; h^ wft6 %o'rd,(^hc(t, as^ a 
dying man, covered^ with guik, ahd without hope, ^eBBCepC^ 
in the infinite mercy of Almighty God, through our blessed 
Redeemer,' the^Lbrd^^d^-Ghri^t; he, who sUiod so much 
in need" 6f forgiveness; mustprepai'e htmsdif to seek-k by 
fbrgiring from his heart ail who had ddne^ him wrongs 
and lie was m6st iemphati<ialiy adjured tO' dpb$k the trttdi) 
and tiorthihg but the'thith, without ahy attempt ^eitbi^ to 
pdliate his own iniquities, or to iibpliciite'Hare'ttKn^^deep* 
ly thanihte^ fewHs^ warrant^: ^ -Tbds^ad^iioililahed, and tbug 
warned, he answered the several iuteri^pgatories in the 
terms, above stated ; declaring, at the same time, upon the 
#drd 6f a dyiig man, that ^eyery thing' he* haid, daid was 
true,* and that he hdd in no r^speete^agger«ied or«xtenu* 
ated any thing, either from a desire to exculpate^'Hare, or 
to spare any one else. The unhappy man is, moreover, 
pi^rfeictly penitent, and resigned to -his fate:, f' He never 
de{(]tded himself with any hopes 'Ctf escape' 'or of .mmy ; 
iitid be is now^ accordingly p^ariogliimself for confession. 
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imdiror.beoei^ii^ absolution^ by a pdrosal of sildiib books as* 
hiB^spkitual guides have put ioto his handstand by listen-, 
ing^withi'^tibe' most. devout attention to their religiQUs in-, 
siraetioing. He^fcdly a/cknowledgesthejusitice of his^ea-^ 
t^noe ;i nay^ he considers it in some, measure as a ble^^ing,.^ 
the cercainty>of his Approaching 'fate baring brought back^ 
his^nBafd^^asenseof reli^on, from whioh it had been l6i]^< 
e^ltanged; At first he* eiqpressedildeepr^ret that Har^,r 
wfaosli guilt JieccmcdTes. as of a^till deeper dye than his. 
owib^ sboold have escap^ thej. vengeance. of the lav; but 
by the ^tscectionS'Of hisispuritual monitors^ who have been* 
inck&tigaUeiiii tUek.effoi^s to impress him with .a strongr 
aebseof the'dreadfukenorinity .of.his own.guilt, as well ^ast 
tolbrbig hsm to a right frame, and temper of mind, he n0[ 
IfGtnger glides expresaoa to such feelings, and now oxilyi 
brea^esoa wish to die at peace with all mankind. As ofteoi 
aa the sQb|e6t>of the late trial is mentioned, however^; jbei 
neytrfhils to assert that. I^are perjured himself Juj the, aiQn 
coQQt'be gave of tbe. murder of^the woman; . repeating ,Uie, 
statement we h«ve already given, that^sb &i; from sittings 
by^ acoblai^ unconcerned spectator, of the crime. Hare 
aetapuely assisted :in the ccupQmissicm of it, and #as lipon the> 
body ofihe wom^ cooperating with himself in bis efforts 
to strangle her. 



PREPARATIONS EOR THE EXECUTION. I 



We are. now drawii^ near & termination of the earthly 
career of the wretched man who has lately occupied so 
hb^e a place in the public mind. At the time that his 
atrocilaea^ were first brought to -light, a deep and genewk^ 
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setisaticrd cf boitot and tsitooisbnieiiit wdt prodtioecL Ttm. 
fredh disclosure cif ncW crimes ivhicfa. were aimptoced feom; 
day to day^ kept aUv« this £eeltiig» . until at Isstiit^wasi 
wotmd Up to a pitch tiintbrjest wHich dMsci^cfly beMn»«: 
gtned. Ail classes wemed aotudted by axHHhfmii (^tUng 
of indignatiod agakiit tHetuffiaos who ctotild/perfiatralfr 
i^ttch eDortslities; while the dirappdintoent jof the.fNridk^ 
that the Tengeanoe of th^ law i»d Indifirtd M.ertiduefiiMly) 
one of the murdefous gat^^n^a^iBtraii^y expffdBsML; Tjtttw 
iNt^ manifested, at the same, tinie, great tatisfiidlxii ^t 
one at least of the tnieeveiLnts: liad liot alao eacapedihiil 
m^rifted fate ; and, as the time appointed for ihikexeotltioai 
dreW near^ an upi versa! int^esft was esihibited.to leam tha 
progresd of the preparatidns^ and the .^ttisitc of anild ofl.thtf 
unhappy: mkn. The' miigistnites'^and aothorkies^ bpwt^eiv 
Mem piirpobely to hive. adopted alina of debdifict daleii4 
htied' directly /to disappoint the rmy iiatural .^toiety; m 
unequltodBi'lly eodiibited ; qnd lip to the :0ioinent whea he 
i^l^eared on the scaffold, all kno3virJe^e «£ what w^a^paasin^ 
was^Wkbheld^^and allabcess to the o^ndesdied cell or, to 
theXook^tip-hons^deni^; while tbose, whose .diUy Te4 
qtii)*ed fhat th^ di^ukb be bhoagbtin contact with Biirkey 
w^ej:epeatedly cadtioned agtunst diirulging..^ndh>iii^l& 
ge nee as their situation might enable them.to.bbtain*. .So 
rigidly was this injunction enforced, that one of the turn- 
keys in the Calton-hill jail, an individual who was very 
generally respected in his station, and who, we believe^ 
heretofore conducted himself with much projuif^f^^ has, 
notwithstanding his previous character, been dismissed for 
i^v'ealing iontie of the secrets of the prisoa^ouse. ',r, v\ 

^Ii^; despite, however, of, all this well-presfeTved my^eijyi 
apfne jpartioulats of the last hours of the dpoqie4, na#j9,])^ff 
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trai^^jatedf and we i!i6w are enabled' td Jay Wdre pur 
.r)eftder3 an accotot, as complete as it can be mad^, of tb^ 
•^mful eeremony which te^miDated his mortal e^cisteoce.: . 



. REMOVAL TO THE LOCK^UP-HOUSE/ 

Atfbiir o^clotk on the morning of Tuesday the* ^7tb^ 
'((Che cby po^evliQus to that appointed &r the ^KeeutiooX 
Bark* was taken otTiho gady and coti Veyed in a coadi from 
ith^ Cakon-hill JFail to the liockr-iip^house in Libberltoifs 
'Wynd. The time was ptirpfoeely .fiiced at this uhusuid 
ham lio; prevent aby annoyance from, the crowd) which 
vouldrundoubtedly have assembled had it 4)0en debyed tc^ 
k iat^ tiine! of the day. From this clause, the only persons 
^pgf^tf imd indeed the only: individuals vaoqiiakitfid with it, 
cmepfi the 'cocichtnan, were ; Captain Boae and otie ^ bis 
;u#stants»! .Theoiiintnarw^s strongly iironedy andseoured 
^hlrsbacklesl of uhusuai magnitude and jstreilgthb . ! 
';/■<; < • . !>'«■ ;. ■■ ; :^'.-. -, -,'■,.! ' -r,- /w, :,•)'.[ 

He maintained on this tr}'ing occasion, both iromif 
diately before leaving the jail, and during the time he was 
ijr/fWcsQicb,lthe same compostere <tf mindwAiehhe'bas 
ilbplayeft ever, binoe bis! canricftknK. ' . . . i .':> 

oaiOli reaching the Locfe-uprhouse, .he wasfilppQ?!t)ed'f^to 
4t ik a atate af €fst»nie j^xl^austion.; is^ mt«;h so^as to im^ 
some iffao wiinessed it ib inlaigtne ttat ih&igsjrlawis juiigbfi 
•iiQ lose its .deseed victitfi^ J>y bis de^ih. ta^inl; fim0 
before the ncxt^inarnixig. .-' '-- ' "' , ,.,• '^.] > > 

Inlh^ eoucse pf the boit dftf pf hiel Pfi»\sf^,Msrim^ 
posure or insensibility still continued utishaken, excepting 



M^teiPtfeedeadl-cloltKes, a salt of sabfes, 'Wiierprfesentedr/tb 
hitn. ' dti receititig them' he f^ exhibited deep-emotiwi, 
and.i>y his own confessSoa he 'felt* it'. 'We b^t^ niehfi«>i». 
ed before that his thoughts had been frequently occupied 
about the dress he was to appear in. He remained per- 
fectly unmoved,- witb the^ exceptibnvoB'thie'trafesientftidica- 
tion, throughout the rest of the day. In the course of the 
dfityj-be^W^s visited by the Rev. Messrs. :Hei J andf&^^rt, 
Catholic prie^^, and the; Rev. Mr. Mffirsbail^ wbbm %)s 
requested to akend him to rthe\ sordid,' : ais^ well aJ^tUb 
Jtev;"Mr; OPorteous, which he probieedi to. db^ ^rHen^d.to 
itf^s^iti att€todancethat.he bad committed nd'^ioreriniif- 
d;er8 than those Which were comprised: iQ..the.<^eckirBlioi 
bb'in^d&tOi'4lle sheriJBTsiiicei bis coniiicdbitt'r^Sor^rtiifbitor 
thrdft^ijights previourfy, he had enjoyed sdubdcslefep^^iiul 
it is i exlrdofdinary' that ^ sach was bib state /of /dnggeiL 
tran^Uityy that hii^ rest vas sound aodtubbroken^ for fiire 
hours; from Tuesday mght to Wednesday aridrning. Thisj 
we believ<»^ :ba& bbwev^ ;been x^bserved ta be^irequeiitlj 
the case with criminals on the evening previous to execu- 

^ ' At letigth;' hie'tbAnifested BOfne impatieno^foi^tfaBEDanttvai 
of the time when he wasftc^^l^cvethis^worid/i li»tbe{6(i^a)i 
of the night, he said with much apparent earnestness, 
<<*01i ttiatf'tbe houriiwere- coiqe-wbich'-ist tpsi]^^ 
^dJak^th^iw^ldl^* I Aibout half-past fire o'clbck^cte iWedi 
iieiHiby morning, h6^expres9ed<a desire itobeiiiehev^d from 
bi^ ch^iifis, comptaimng much-o£tbe fweigbt bf thent.>I Hkis 
desire was readily complied with. . JHeiidd out b& iegitk 
the smith employed to perform this service, and when the 
f^tr^s-Ml frdtti biisp Midbip W^^xdaiiileay turning rfiip Ibis 

3 * 
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eyi0» :towAfd» Heafven, " So mtty ^1 eiirt)ily eh^insfi^- 
froiofi me !". . ; , ' / . ' 

About bfiUfpUst tftx: o'ddck, the two C*tb<Jift irf^gy- 
iw» (the Bev* Megsard. .Held aiKl StetW^rt) ^t«ff4 tbe^ 
X40cI^Dp^bQijse : The forn^r inH»<^dii^y waited ilpoQ^i^t 
ci^ibUiHl ia hm cell, and was alisent for a,qpD$lderable time i 
witJbliim. : if 

At sevea Barke walked with a; firm.flle{> into tbe'k-eepetr'fl^ . 

rootDt followed by his confessor; and at this tncmient no; 

appearance of agitation or. di^tnay was discernible Jnhia' 

countenance or manner. He took bis s^t on an unBd 

chair at the side of the Hre, abd twice or tbiice he : wa^.ref^ 

marked to sigh heavily. There were present at the Umj3 > 

Bailies Child, Crichton, and Small, and one or two official 

pei^sons besides; ^^ho were shortly^ i^terji^rds' joinedlby 

the llei^wrend Mr. Marshail and Mr. Portooas, pbafrfam>l0r. 

the Caltophill Jail. . Before; th^ latti^r gbntteman anivedi^ 

holirever, Burke, and His spiritual assittadts of the Qathc^c 

peranasibn had commenced their deyotioBs;.7he'eDgaged.li^ 

them: with iiinoh apparent fervour. ' The Beve^d MecisifeUf 

Beid asid Stewart followed up ^eir prayei*s wiih some, ae**; 

Hous exhortations. . In the, course of these devout, add 

pious admcmitions, Mr. Beki useddhe words, ^f You mi»t} 

trust in the, mercy of God;" u|)on which the unhappy: 

wretdi heaved a long, deep-drawn. $ti8pira4iioB).or rather^ 

suppressed groan, * which too plainly betiiayed tl^e aiiguiahi 

and despair that larked ab6nt his beatt.: Hb seemed ti« 

have fi secret ieeling that he was too deeply sudk ia!criiBi& 

to be entilded even' to hope ill the infinite nlercy ofifHo^ 

ven : his mind acknowledged the ttuth oif tt^ohsej^atliMi^ 

10. , 2 G . ' ; 
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wl^le Iii6 guilty flind pelrbdps awakened conscience bade* 
hiw doubt of that mercy being extended to him/ 

What is somewhat lingular, he exhibit^ m> emdtion m 
the %}tttcutionef taaking his appearance. After this portion 
cf'hi^religious exercises had b^n gone ihrough, 6e waioR* 
his way to an adjoini^ apartment, when.he was accidently > 
met by Williams, who stopped him rather officiously; npo» 
which he said, " I am not ready for you yet." The exe- 
cutioner -fdllbwied biin,' and in a' very short time both re- 
ttirtied, Btffke with his arms tighely pinioned behind his 
bUdc^'bot witboutanychange in his demeanour. While 
Wiilidtfis 'Was discharging this part of his duty, no con- 
visrsalidn 'took place ; indeed lie rather appeared disinclin- 
ed^4& bold ^nversation with any. 

^jeHmmis then^invited to take a glass of wine, which he 
ac^eipiled o5 -ftod before putting it to his lips, bowing to 
tJie coaspanff he drank ** Farisw^ to all |)re8ent, and the 
rest of htsiriends." He then, entered .into conversation for 
irfeii&xninistM^witfa Mr. Marshall and Mr. Porteous upon 
rt%kMji« isuhgcets. The Magistrates, Bailies Crichton^and 
SflSall, whoihad ^eviously gone but, now appeared ia their 
ri>bes, with their tods of office, >and Burke took the oppon^ 
t4»ity,"belb^e he went forth to ibeet ins doom, of. express- 
ing Ms gratitude to the Magistrates generally, and. parti-; 
cukurty to Bailie Small, for the lundness he had experieoloed' 
from them, as weH as from all thfe public authqritks. He. 
likewise made similar acknowledgments to Mr. Rose, the: 
Governor of the Calton^hilt Jail, Mrj Fisher, the Deputy-^ 
Governor, and Mr. and Mis. Christie, who have the charge 
pfrtbe Lock-up-house, for their unremitting and kind at- 
tentions. 



.F^ei:i»Qly .^ eight .o'cioek, .Bueke w«a ujioii bit feeC^' 
jtt if eager to h^ve. the ceremoiijr : proceecled 'in, and iol- 
;niediately aftie^ the meUnohalj prooesston began to move 
;to wards the scaffoid. ' He was suppostedi by, tiie-two€ii- 
ihoiic. prie9t8> more frdtn.^be di6ici]iLy. ofiwaUung, i^^mng 
4;0;thQ cMTQUiP^^ILanceof :hisanp8 being pinioned ihaa^lirotti 
.aoy inahilityiiorany faltering in hisstops^ When proeeed- 
ij^ iipXibberton's .Wytid, he seemed pierfed;ly. coal »nd 
seJfHpos^esed, turning from side to side, Mid ooavfamng 
with the* Rev. Messrs.. Beid and Stewtot, ind: the S^evi 
^r. !Kbr$hall.. ; In crossing tirom the Lock^up-Urasse t» the 
po^te^meQtcancQ in tibherloa'fi,Wy«d,.to .where the pi^ 
way was Wet froiac^ the rain -s^d thaw of. tfae^ moriiiog,; Jie 
was Qb§^ved picking bis steps .with the. greatett 'eare^ 
When he arri^d at the head of Libbl^rtonfs Wynd, hia 
face h^ an ei^pi^ession of wistfuinesd and anxi)ety, as if be 
MKere uneasy af)d uncertain of his reception ^Cnom thednob,' 
and he hurried on with his ey^ half closed, eu^aswtppmfi 
cej^tly to briQg the fi^al scene to. a speedy doae.- -; v' - I 



OCCUllRENCES ON THE STftJ^gT, ,,; , 

We will now advert to what, was passing in tl;ie,jne$ft( 
time out of doors, i^fcre fprtunately no individoal .« djress-r 
•ed in a little brief authority*' could interfere, to prjev^nt^l; 
the circumstajaces from bjeiiig transacted under the public; 
e^e, or from the press, causing the knowledge o|f theai,to/ 
be widely extended far beyond even tt^e. oountJe|$s muItU 
tudes who thronged and blocked up. the High Street* , , > 

P> On Tuesday many anxious specUtors were coHectfd- 
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ne$ff ihfe ordioary placJedfiei(«cuikNi kithe k«adjof LHMber- 
tpn't. Wj^nd, : aid the . thoFougii&re wa» Wpt^ op, 'iK>twid»- 
fitanding the idctemen^ 4]f tbe weather, diMing ihe "ivbolfe 
dliy. .The pH^fiaraikn^ comm^noed ki an early hour ili 
jlbeiir^oQti.: ./ Holes »«re dug kthe pavemem hstiiAietd^ 
Mptioa of the (ups^bt posts, and- k/tpac^e sunrdtifidiog tb^ 
J^lace viN{hioh /it wi^ imended the scaffold- shi>uld oceiipy^ 
iwas toclosed/i^ith^ strong poste and chains, to prevent $ht 
^wtd . breaking, in upoa the scaffold. At ten o^^otjii'^fA 
Tttesdajr night, the ceremony of setting up the scaffold 
cdiiNiieneed* Its progress was watched by a great mkvy 
eagBi( beholders, although the rain still continued at inter^. 
vflQs/topelt. upon. them. ' Tbe din ^ the workmen and 
clanging of the hammers were mingled with rt)e shouts 
wAiich wererttsed by-tbeasse^dbled populace, whenever 
MM imporlaht piece of the erection was completed, while 
the torches 4»ed, shedding a lurid glareon the b^ok appa*> 
Mctusand dusky countenances of the workmeUf added-great** 
ly to the wildness and interest of the scene. When alj was 
finished, and the fatal beam placed transversely upon the 
perpendicular one, and its dark outhne visible through 
the dim light, three tremendous cheers were given. To 
diow the ifeettng t>f^ the working t;lasses, we itiay mention, 
thyat notwithstanding the reluctance that is invariably ex- 
hibited among the ojperatives of th6 carpenter employed 
to det lip the apparatus for an exectitfbn is sdch, that lots 
hahre to be cast fia* those wtorkmen in the employment \Ai6 ate^ 
teftilfil the disagreeable ta^k. On this occasion, one and all: 
volunteered their services; and performed' the work ^iti^' 
gusto and alacrity which ^ould have been astonishing^ hi' 
anordinai^y case. It VaS Completed iibout twd o'cfodk in 
the morning, and. shortly after that hour the people dis- 
piersedy^rac^w having Jefeyed their departure urttilthey 
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witnessed the fitting tnd tc^ustirig dt the tiope. It was af- 
terwards removed/ and re^aeed shortly before it^ sierviees 
were required; ; ' • .. 

Long before this time the closes and stairs neat th^ spl^t 
irere Uodced up by those who had resolved ttftoii scteurittg 
a good viewv by remaining all night on the- ground; Thre 
inclemency of the i?eather drove th^m to -any shelter thtft 
could he obtained, and morning found theiiti intheebtii- 
fortiess lairs they had chosen overnight. - 

: A constant bustle was also kept up by the arrival of 
those indilptduals, who eitber from favour or for money, 
bad procured the conveniency of a window in the vicinity. 
Many gave considerable siraia for this accommodation, and 
such was their desire to avail themselvi» of their* good for- 
tune in securing them, that they speiit the night id th^ 
aptartment 

• Tbe streets were nearly perfectly quiet thVoUgbout th6 
mpmiog after the erection erf* the gibbet; the heavy and 
almo&t in^^ssant rainiliust have contributed greatly to pre* 
vent any very early ass^mblaige. As the morning advanced, 
howev^, groupes were seen hastening^ to their windows, ot 
taking their station in as favourable a place a^ they (ibuld 
fix upon for properly witnessing the approaching ^veDrt. * 

About 6ve o'clock the people began again %6 assemble 
and take their station, principally in front of the gafkiw%i 
and above it towards the (Castle Hill, white ki^ partial 
of policemen and patrole successively ari4v^, and wer^ 
judiciously posted in a strong line in front of the railii|g 
which. keptotfthe^oi^^di The spiice left fr^^ was larger 
tlaan is usually rbservt^ upon ^ueti oecasrons. The Police 
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.lip^er t^ecqi|dii€t of 'Captain Ste#art ^m& iiSs Lieutenants* 
Thjeir, services w^re i^t in a solitary, instance rkjaired^ 
except it might be to prevent the great jfressure of tbfe 
vast multitude from bursting tbe barrier ; indeisd the mob 

, ivfre it) per|e(ct good ^humoUr, and instead of tfieir ulual 
apimosity against tlic^ polioe ' oflSceri? being ictisptay^, in 
futile attempts to aoopy oit retard them id the execution 
of .tl^eii; dutW^ .que anid ail of the immense assemblage 

.would wiUii^ly, have ^dane^aiiy thing in tlieir powfeir to 
aid the officers ancj'.fur-tber ifee arrangeinents. . : * ' 

ip'rt^ .six' to 36V9n o'^clock *a great ooncourst? thronged 
eve^y avjepu^ to ^heJHigh Street, and the uiirabcrg pdur^ 
ing,;a}post rushing into it fnom every q«iarteiv'g9ve the 
immed^te yiQinity a v^y busy and animated appeiranee. 
Jtoppg th^ .^i^rival^} the^e were many who^e appear- 
.anc€; betpkene4 thai they did not b^ong to the usttiu da^ 
who attend such scenes. In this number wer^ included 
many well dressed ladies, who by and by^ made thflr ap- 
pearance at .the windows of the lofty and sombrb Wfcing 
iand« ip the La^^nmarket, as well as those of the county 
Luiklivgs, and gavel an unexpected vftri^ty to the pictur* 
esque scene. We uhdcfrstatKl that windows cofennfi^tidtng 
a yi^w Qif.ihe friane: of execution were eagerly inquired 
aftefi and engaged at |>rices varying according to their lo^ 
calji^y, from five to thirty ahiUings eacli, while some who 
liad engaged a window retailed a yiew at the rate of half a 
crown a, bead. The great nnroberb who were constantly 
luriying up .before seven o'clock seeqpred principaiiy to dia^ 
perofe themselves in this manne)', a^ no very seuiible a<)di- 
tion/w|E« mMdje ^tO'ihe maas up to this hour. 

. Aboutyix^o'cl9ek^e w.eatber h^d boeome l^ss incledient, 

and though if; was a cold raw dii^agreeable mpmisg, thyb 

". * 6 
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«how£fr8 were only pfti^kil and less violent than, they had ' 
been during the night. After seven* o'clock, when the rain 
almost entirely ceased, the crowd became rapidly larger 
and more dense, andi about eight o^clock the area contain- 
ed betweefi the West Bow and the Troii'Chnrchj pi*esen£- 
ed an^aspect of such an immense and closely wedged mass' 
of human beings-i-such a living and moving sea of un- 
countable multitudes as could yery seld^dni be witnesisedj 
and we should suppo^ has never been known on a si- 
milar occasion, or perhaps on afn^ other in the city, 
excepting perhaps at the king^s visit. All along the 
»tre<^t the people were packed more closely than could 
have been conceived, and as far as the eye could reach, 
every vantage ground that could command a view was 
thickly studded. In the immediate neighbourhood of the 
scaffold, looking downwardsf the crowd presented a dark' 
appearance from the. great propoi*tian of maks^ vAto fcom- 
p«Hi^ it, but few females, much under the n amber th^t' 
usually attetids on simifar scenes wel^ presetitl Fi^rther 
out, liowcver, where the pressure was not so gn^at,! the 
usual proportions of the sexes seemed to be more nearly' 
maintained. Some few females were sprinkled even in the* 
most dense parts of the crowd, and their screams and uri-- 
availing eiForts to extricate themselves^ sometimes gave a 
painful interest to their appearance. < We.notic^ oiieboy ' 
who was with great difSculty preseryed fVom being trampled^ 
under ifoot. Another unlucky jwuth had by $dme chance' 
got elevated above the heads of the crowd, and cut a grb-; 
tesque iigure as sprawling on the top of the rtas8,'he was' 
tossed by its movements from side to side y at last ^hb was 
cast up against the bouses and secured a tnore stable sta- ' 
tton on a lamp iron. At the movement of any part of the/ 
mob, a correspondent and simultaneous motion seemed to ^ 
be imparted to it in nearly all its parts, and some a^tSon 
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<^Uoua|ly buppeoing, i«ap2prl«dr an appearances «f n y«ift 
i^ubftan^f coAtiiAiAlly ^aviog:t(» imd froT 

.. The aumbers'coliected at thisrtiiae bave beed oomputed 
al from twentjlo t^ty thoiMiaad itKbyiduals ;^w« were 
diBposed at ^st to G9iK»id?r thi& calQuiatkm excewive, but^ 
upon coQsideratioQ, we are inclined to belieye that the 
aaipunt has b^p ui^der rattier thap overrated. Any tdeat>6 
counting is quite 9Ut of tbe question, and gues9tugjby the 
appearance . in . sueh a ease«^ h nearly ^ujftUy faUaoieter'*- 
The only ,way that tolerable acciiraoy can be ^btatnied» is- 
l^y calculating the superficial extent^ of the space'^oocupied' 
by th? <?row(J. , . ^ : « ^*ff^ 

^e .believe that weram ndt ^i w^ag in asauming:, : tiufa^ 
tlie IJigh §|reet, from tbe W;e§t Bow t^o the Tron. Qhur*,. 
is ahoMt jtbise^ hj^ndrc^ yai^M^ le^th^tand av^ragea .dbuui 
thirty yard^ in breadtht? Thu| TFould give for ;tfa^ super* 
ficit^ contents qf th^ area^ pi^e tbo![)#and square ywrdfi. 
The people did pf)t qMite extend to the Tron, Cbuj?ch, but. 
they were b^hei; than the. West. Bp^.^ :and soi^ standii^ 
on tll^Qa^tJe; JHliil ; ai^d takif^ the .rtjaiiiber m Bank $treet» 
igid'thoi^rPMshed iii^^4)e.Hae in fr^nt pf the Advocates^ 
X^ibr^ry), aQ4; into clo^e$ and stairs, apd> throwing off one 
tboqsai^d ^uar^jyArM mm aai(]d& compensation iht t})e 
d[eficienc^ about the. i^hur^ there is istill left;ejgbtih<ui^ 
sand squ#re yards, .The meafl density eannqt be taken lit 
less than four individuals tp the square yard,: — indeed^from 
the close packing for a cpnsidei^able way round the scaffold^ 
iY# a^^e ,conyiis^4 ^^^ jtbis is. rath^ under, than oter the 
njark.^ This, compsutalion wiU give thirty-twp thousand^) 
personp stiN:iding: on the streets. We {imagine thaiJtia; 
reckoning within the nvymber when we calwlate fiv^;t^4Uf i 
sand additional for the crarnroed windows^ and thoa^^^d**^ . 
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venturous individuals who occupied the house tops. In 
•U, we arrive at th^^tmi1iii9ai:di^be^M'lhiny-^ thou- 
sand persons. We do not give this calculation as strictly 
correct* It cantiot tinder th^e arcumstainces. [i)^] 8t>^ Mit 
We^eve Ibi^ it is Aearefr tbt tifutblhari jiily gae88^)to£t 
tb^ft tb0 wtple number ^ppbxiolbtfed^ more .ueartyto ibif^ 
. tb0i|SMds6iils:thab to ^irty-fiveifaousand.? >;/:r^ )7 .f >i c . 

V f lEhi^ iminense mul tbnidei |)rd8enti9d certainly md^hghH, 
tlieiap{)earaiiQe of havii^.uome &r theipitrpose o£!ffiitness<.j' 
iagpa^ itoteqimty, and differed: very w^ly/in-detoanour. 
fimn ibet' which is usiialiy ekhtbited'by thespecCatoi&k^ 
aft ei3ceoutkin. ; In ordinary ca^,/a greldt d^ee of IsymU 
pathy fob ^e isuffisre^ is usually manifesftodi and evfih.iii[ 
the wotst a respectful and solemn djepdrtni^nt.ts^^lis^rvecly. 
US if ii!w»i f ecognised that they w^r6 met upim a mdaxkehoiji 
ecciisiod* In this it, was totally. diffek^nt.\£veiy^.«o(B^ 
tenaiioe ibbre an |Bxpi;elfiioh df gbdncss thatlrevenge if[^sO! 
neftr^ itiid the wbda' inultttiide appeafed\ n^ote ai if yttteyi 
irere Wnting ta.Witiiefo^aoine ^le^id prb^siion dlr.dgrc^^ 
able exhibition. Rude jokes and pulls.. were JMukticd 
about, and any opportunity for fun and frolic to while 
awiay the time: wai8> immedii^telyr seised upon. rlEvfiii*. the 
disagl'eetihle and atmdst iBiiffocating prSesmir^i was borne 
witU ie^uatmnityi and th^ gfatoee^ tfaatjwla^e cast fit fit; 
6iles^ clock) liather betbkened ^n impatiet^ d^nt^eto^.ghit 
tfaetr Vehgeance by diie spectikde.of : the^itehiifiend^lii deatfa4 
struggles, than an anxiety lo be rtieased finm tfaeir.iukdnM 
fbrtable'aituatidn.: .•. ■ , .. ; •, ' --'/...a 

i: Si^ o'ckck at lal^ struck scdemniy^: aiii pcttmiHu&ded 
universal attention; all eyes Were dixecfted.tbward^ tJ^ 
scaffold. It now remiuns for us to describe what took: 
pliioe tbene^'aind) '.* ' •) ^•.•.;:.'i;'j.I cc;:-/;-- :':>^■-I 
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^e left the doff^g^^: proceeding up LibbertoA^ Wyrid^tfe' 
windows of which w^iie also £lled wadi sp^etktdrs. ' ^^eif 
Riifies Cnchton and SmiiU, who; were foremost^ the -f]^' 
cession, reached the top crfthe-wynd, uhd w^nef^dfeser^^^bj^ 
that part of the crowd who were in a situation to see them, 
siopodishoxitwa^ raised; whidi 'wafi( ^xiedily jcMmki iin *by 
tlte whcde mass of $pedtatdi*s. Wbeh did ^dsiprit- himself 
appeared ascending the sjtkir towards ,the platft)irm,'^th«^ 
jnells of execration VereieBoufoled, and ito ihe' mbmeBi 
that 'h^ came full in Tiew, they rose td a tuetnenilDiiiP 
pitch, in'termiked withmalSedictiofis^ siiBb'^as ^ the iiiilf«f 
deren! ^BurTct him t dioke. him/ harigi^ !'' andr other e£^ 
ptesfflons of that soi't/^ The mitetable wretefa, wh&idbkedk 
tfainaer and bore ghastly than at his*tria^ wtttkedwtdii^ 
steady step to the i^pparatiss of dei^ supported' betwent 
hisi^n&ssors,' and' aocompaitied by the* S^vhiWesifinu 
Mai^shaft and Porte6u% aqd seemed tO'be pjsrfi^fy^^oot 
iaKF>8el£>poise6sedj"; i - • ' ". *- .*. r-ff-!.. i '\i.: 

5:i:i! / • ..: ^ ' '■ f::-*': " •"* ! ' '• '. ': L :n ^UhhIz 

^'iWfmilieitrmeA m the platform of the scfeflWd; /hi» 
eonipbsure seemed: ^nt^r^ly to forsldce bimV whrdn'ti^iDpiafA 
^ itpp^Iing i^uite knd y«tib of ebLeeration wiUi wfaicl9i:he 
Wfilsa^artedr He'ctt^iaiocik of fierce ahd: eteii^de^ifi 
FiJte defi&ice^aiS^^eT^tepi^^ cries wei^'ibtenmngled widt 
Bsaledicticmsi such as we'fa&vd already described; rHiip?facte 
suddenly assumed a deadly paleness, anditis fabukickiqiH 
peared to fail him. Deafening cries of ** hang Hare too,'** 
If.wtere w fir»e,?^fafi^liang' Knte,^ I^^ere: nraigldt iwith 
ttie denaneititbBisagUnst Burkes ^ii- ;f ;.'' '..: Ir . )V:r;i/ 
:\(.n\ jcflw odi:'^- .jc) pm 'r'\ i/:'-'/- v; n ;I .!)lr;iifr^ 
His appearance betrayed considerable fbebl^HeBJ; owMtf 
ther from disease or emoticmiw^* cannot say. or 



, : ^H^. jra^^ djpess^ m. ilim auit of block^ ditt ireihMe abr^jr 
^ticed; wbich was rather shabby in appeardoG^. The 
4)oat had been made for a man. of a much laarg/itm^yWd 
^from the looseness gaye a look of veakoesa to bis person^ 
JHis appemranfcie was that of a. short msff^ toirow aboi^^.thp 
jshoulder and pbest ; thi^ proqeeded. from the dres^ as he 
.was really a well formed muscular man. His head.avias 
oincoier^d, aod.his Mir» which was of « tight sandy ik)loulr 
^proaching nearly to w}iiie, along with his; dress,: gave 
fipmcewiiat of a reverend aspect to him. The resembknce 
to the portrait which was given in our third number, was 
universally acknowledged by those who were around ug, 
-a^ we eannot gure a better idea (^ iibe^ man at thb.time 
^tbosis who.did not see him than by referring to it, allov^ 
ing for the colour .of the Imut, the cadaverous hue, and 
!^me^Uerafioa.w^ich idisea^^ cor^nement, and tbemuc- 
idecer's fate, bad producf4. He wore a while neckplotfi^ 
«iid bcxits which seemedto have lain uncleaned fQr:a length 
pf Jime< in some damp {>]ace until -the;^ liad become 
^mouldy. . 

i. It was precisely five minutes after eight x)*dock when 
tdiey ascendied the .scaffold. Having taken his station in 
|ront of the drop,^ he kneeled with his back towards ihe 
spectators, his. confessor on his right hand, and the oflier 
jQathblic .clergyman on bis left, and appeared to be repeating 
^ form /)f prayer^ dictated, to him by one of these reverend 
persptKit; the posit'ion called forth new shouts and<:Iamours 
^f . « stand butjof ;the way," *i turn hira rounds'' .Mr. Mar* 
shall, in the meanwhile, pfiered up a fervent supplication to 
Heaven in his behalf. The bailies, and other persons on 
jiie. platform, ^6d round and .joined dn the dienotion^ with 
iheiexeeplibn of iWilliams the eicecutiener^ and hb as^isii. 
aiit,owhojiept .thbin^lftt^ all^ the time at; t^e b^ of ^ 



dmpi' gDm^iDg tibeiphiyiG^ a pftrtifeti fliien«6 DMtd dbtauied, 
althougii thiere was still conriderabtecdiifustbii^atid^ptoiuiy 
iffbich Bailie 'Small in tmn endeiivoUPed toyepresisyby tunt- 
ing Yf peatedly and waving hi« hand: Mr^ Marshall'^e 
pbn^ occupied 4t%Mtiy4re^ niinutes, wbmii te find the 
4)tb0r% «3CcepUng ihei Cathotie dergyman^ r^ii^ from 
•mdnd ihim; Bai4» atid the ptiests^ still oontii^uing to 
kneeh /Hi« prayers- seemed to be very fervent, :a^d hd 
^neptiooeci^ to one X)( the • priests, that be died in tbe foil 
ssBotiacetfaat be would b^ siav<e|d through the l&ediatioa of 
HOur Saviour. - 

^Wben be arose from his kn^liDg posture, be wasiob- 
4Rriiedtb iiii^a^k' hahdkercfaief on which 'be had knejc^^ 
laad carefully put into' li^is^pookeu- He then oaiftt hia eyaa 
«pw«j^d towards tbeigaliows; and took bis plaoenon the 
dkop^ the prieist supporting him, though W did hot >8eetii 
to require it from' any bodily weaknessr^ There was 'sbnc 
hesitation displayed in his^ m^nn^,^ if loatbtomoUnti 
one of the persons who assisted him to ascend, havfAg 
rather roughly pushed him to a side, in order to place 
Inm/exfutjycon the drop^ he looked rdund at the man "vHtb 
a withering scowi which ^lefies' all Ae^0iffdou. Whilfe 
the exQcutioner,f who -nras behind him, was proce^inj^ 
with bis arrangements some little delay took place, from 
the circumstance of his attempting to unloose tbebimd^ 
kerchief a^ bis breast, .Bdrke, perceiving th^ : mistake^ 
laid, ^ the knot's beh]ad,?^wbieh were the opiy wpids, not 
devotional, uttered by! him^ on the scaffold, and tbet>idy 
time he spoke to any onf exceptii^ the priests* 
i',:) r::.-. .';"..'; o *■ ' . • r . ' " . 

r , iWJhen the banyan sudceeded in removing tbe neckclotb> 
J)e pioeisiHied«.l;o fast^ tbejrope round bis )neek, wkiob^be 
ladled tightly, aod^rfidjiiatiDg H, and offij^ing iH ip^tha 




taken an a^ ^xjft. 
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gibbety^put a white. oott<in nigbi capiqpoahiiD, but mA^ 
^outpuUiogk OT«r bi&^faoe*. . ; 

Wttle this, was going on, the yell% wbich. had been almost 
.uninterrupted^ became tremendous, accopnpam&d witli cries 
of « hang Hare toe ;^V^^ wh^:e is Hare/' f^Buricetibm^ 
I .In I y.do not waste rope i^n him ;'^ << gireihiiift^iBO 
rope.'' " You — — — , you will see Daft Jamie in a. mi* 
nute.^' He seemed somewhat unsteady; whether firom 
teitor odD^debility, wecannot say« 

♦ " * ■ * . , .,t 

The Aeie. Mr. Reid then adyanced, and oonyetsed with 
him shordy^ but earnestly^ It was then, we presume^ that 
hejdireoted him to say^ the creeds which he did» t 

His countenance ccmtinued to present a ^eath-like palei 
ness, but appeared composed^ apd he stood unflinching and 
motionless. Whett Mr. Beid retired,, the executioner 
advanced, and offered to draw the cap oyer his face. Ho 
manifested some, repugnance to its being done ; but, with 
some little difficulty, this part of the fatal jNreparatioiui w^ 
also completed. 

When every' thing wats ready, and the assistaitts withv 
drawn, he uttered an ejaculation to his Maker, 1>eseechU^ 
mercy, and immediately gave the signal, throwing ^!he 
handkerchief from him with an impatient jerk, as violently' 
as ^ bis pinioned arms would permit^ and was instant;^' 
lauiN^ed into eternity. :i 

Bisfore his removal from the jai], he bad i^d that he 
would mak^ short work on the scaffold; utnd,. though evi^ 
denily disconcerted, and his ideas scattered by the appalHngj 
shouts of rdie fliob, be kqpt his woi^ The y$boh prq^' 
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«toilHig9cbpntU&itcfi0rid) aB£^ed>)(mIy):yBr miotites^ and 
precisely at a quarter past eightjo'jdodk the Jo^vfisll.j [Elm, 
fall was Terj slight, and certainly could not dislocate his 
ncckin ril;)<^B.iiBarl!)r.'^: impcbo^ible^: that at cAieiaiiteiit 
ha fledaiedi Ktiawfang, and. engaged. in. an. actUTe operation i; 
oib tbie.iiasa^ with^almostino^ange vJsiUe^fae l¥i|t iuhgiug 
hfilplBsfely ^i^speri^sdiiObly bytbexoni thAt.vtastgufl^atidg 
liratl.:. li. '.:».. -...'. .V .;-; i ./ j . ,'^ f- - — ;.'-/i •• ''.y- /: 

Though no S3ycnpathy could. be.felt'/orcSiichaUa^mable 
and cold*blooded monster, it is still a fearful sight to wit- 
litea deadn/jsaatbhing' his TidinDuwith such .cincinottkii've. 
I£:ai^ieeling of ]:^y.oould be aroused fagr^this, i^tnttstbaVe 
been heigh tei^ by the. terrific bu20a fnaediat^he motteot 
he was thrown oiF, and the populace saw their ^nemy in 

^ " Ope Universal cry there ^sbe3„ , r ' '' 

* r^* ' " ' " ' louder thaii th'«'lbtid ooeanjlilike a cfara ' 

Jn^atl tb?. y^tyflaqltttude'^h^^,^^^^ m^nife^teMJ put #0-5 
litary expression of sympathy. ^VNo one s^id^ God bie4s, 
him ;" but each vied with another in showing- their exul- 
^\m ^J 8^^>^^ngi.c'Jftppi9g of }i*^d«,;^and)i^yingfp|:b»ts. 

, fThisiapjyefsal ipiy.of satii^^^ yepg^ance Ion .bto9d us- 
c^^i^ t9,h?^y€[n, rupg tlireugbit^e city, apd Ve aam as-. 
sured wj^ fjis^nfxtly hcard^byitbp.^tpnished citizensin its. 
most remote streets. Never perhaps. w^a^. such. a n^oiia. of 
triumph and execration heard, and we may safely say ne- 
i^r 5^;fi *iwilar qcc^iqn. | It; wfi& ^oIIqw^ . by ^ knoi^ pftr- 
tial ^pd s^fi^e cpy.qf *< Off^witl) tjh^j^wj;"; « liel; u| see 
hisJEace;'^ and many ^ppi^ared «}fpjrous qf gluHi^ tbeir> 
'•eyepge ',by^ S^o^ngS^P, .th^,fji^q§jing sp^ipl^Jg.of bift dtSrj 
tprted features. 



l^ena^sbiOies;! dt&^mml and gi^^cutidfi^ttoiiiiht^^ 
ately upon the drop falling retreated from the s^iffifMy'ilW* 
Uit it qn^^ithe idmrge imly dMlo^iiaff it^itoz^ •<;i«yl&ffi. 
cer8> whbffwalked^abdat to: keep them fr6ttiuiiif^c61d, apS 
looked as if tliejr wouhl willihi^y^haVe follbwdd ^the'^Jfilmd 
ple'oi*lheir4ii%«iiors;', ' - '.?'.v' . - • T .--;.-:'. ko t^.-lt 

^Jl^fe^wasiidthmgithieU oouid be odl^cl stru^fikig^dbL^ 
servdbtenon^.lhe^How apparebtly lifeless boSyi III' Meetn^il 
smnf^ dighbasur^as the jerk^w^nil^ tl«e fdU^instiantfttiebm 
deaitb^faad iie^n prdduped, atthotigh ib^'tieck ooiitct -ii^ 
hare been dislocatecl) yet' the bbdyli^Wting^iaoti^niesd ir& 
c^t£Hlin the impttiis^vea byti^e^ fktl/ iititil^bdUt fi^ 
rnkkites aiter iHt saspensdotr, when a klight coavtMafb tiAb^ 
ti^'of thefeet aii^ heaivitig of th^' bddy indicAt^^d^^^t vi> 
uaty wa9 riibc^ttrely ^^titfgiiish^. Upon obserSrHig^Mi 
kiodierclvser wasirais^d'^y the (^b^wd who W^e ariki^^^j^ 
^i^:rhittg^€h^ body. It wa» repeatM at^ ifit6t<va4^ ife 'tb^ 
iddtioti^^^i^rb i^e^M^. ^Thie iiapp^i^ We t%iiA> p^riia^ 
Iwiceaftep 41ni firdt^ eiaeh^ time dimifli$bkigli "Airb^' iittlH 
tlie last ieetned' nier^ty- a slight t?petiltttc^d ihotStc^ of thS 
feet^impereieptibi^ exoept'to ihose who Vere ga^'m^i^^we^ 
}y tipcm>tbe bodyj liibtwkhsbi^iftg that the enaii^(^#%i 
»ow,cA>xioasly dead^ and nothing Visible but hid wfsistd)^ 
earcass h»b^ng at the end df'a e4>f<]^'a didgii^tbg i^e^iaeFe 
of th^ pitch of degmdaiiola thJE^'guilt and crime ^ai^'redtilJ^ 
-ahpHisai^^ing tq^i the p<^ulacesbdw^ nidi di^os^itiori^ 
disperse, and comparatively few left the place. Th^t 
seemed to wait for the purpose of gloating their eyes wiib 
die spfecta^'Of the imt '^gmdt^ of thifrbbj^dtof tbeir 4m. 
^ica^le^dislike, but after tW 0)^4TreAce€^^#h2iV w^'^teiv^ 
ibetttioned; tb^^'Werei no indications of ^s€^sirto]i[^^d/4te 
.very> %iadual* ^^inging rootid ' appeardd"to 4)e^'pitidde^' '-^^ 
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IjlltlQ to cue aide, which added a more; wmnhlf chanieilsr 

. At a particular part id tbe.orowd a cry iof j^itoS«irg»>na^ 
Sqwr^,^ wa$rDow ramd.by Bome indiVidiiabi^ atndalarge 
body detlicbed tbetiaplrds fhom the, mats and proceeded' ioL 
that direction. The signal was not imparted toM^ MImsv^ 
part, and the moTement confined to the quarter in which it 
oiigiQ^^lled* We are jhlbbned that the detachmeat which 
ibmhfok^ off, tbclu^ larjge when it left tfieXawninaKket^' 
wm. gmdiMlfy ditoinished by sUlagglerB who ; dropped off 
tfi its prc^re^s, until upon rieacbiugita destination it' waa 
]i0t able tp Qope with th^ party of ^idlicsmeD who wctd 
^Ktioued. there in toticipatidn of such an attaelc r Tb>&gh 
Ib^ rejoafored^ from the thickest part of the -crowds theic 
def^lciuion did tot prdduce a sensible d^BerenceJh tfaeap* 
p^ran^e*. At this time a baker bad tbe hai^libood ta iat^ 
tetnpt a parage, down tbe stj^eet Witba board (Mt.his^heidl 
and >!- fSew roUs iQ it, and, contrary ii> et^^aekktim^ suooeed* 
^bi ifi acpoioplisbiqg it. At otie tim^ bis board waa needy 
fsqpsized, but an escort of fellow tifa^lesmeu (piickly raUied 
^ jblind 1^, apd guarded bfan safely past the danger*. A 
^^taaiey^weeper with bis ladder was > not so fortunate as 
1]^ bak^r,; as hia l»!etbren probably did not muat^ so strcog^ 
iUBui be bad to retreat without accompfishing bis purpoaei 
.IVIcb sueh incidents the mob w^re amuscid, while :tbe mef* 
lufMibply spectre was exhibited before them^ and th^ 
Jaui^tler and glee tsontitiued unabated up to thenrdispen- 
mm '•.*>. 

^ Alt the time thil wi^ passing Wf^ cibserved a persda 
4re$sed m a drab grealb coat hallooing iapd eti»oiira^ng 
.tile mo^ to pen«i%re m these manifestetio^s of tbmr 
4e!elii^(8| f rom a window on the second Beoi of a chouse, 
a Utile to the ctstwilcd of tbe sce&ld, da the: c^poaite 
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Hknarif cafRipicaras bj ph>fnptingilr«9ii bbilHtefoM' bf^^ 
^Dpnld* sentimefii^^^rdieveri^d ifildefk%dM;f In' fi^-^^^ 
t^rtsJiHitil the%ody wasjeUtdriVn^'lmt tJid^tifefeaHi^fe iiP 
ibe mbb appddr^ to batebbiefi satittt^^^ik^h^ d^tkn^ 
the ciimioal, and ^b should, thoiagb li^W§d aiint^li^/ 
gmditeHy btoamte faiwtdr iand ^imte'i ^ ./)>.: i y.r 

. Aftbr banking a cfinsiderUbli' timers i^«i)$aiVidu^1 ^()^ 
Mloirithe scaffold^ the tlndei* p^tt ^ jitUich 4t^ bdit^^^ feff 
thfeiece|)tbn of tHe-bbdj? uriiifcW it feholtid Ife ctitdbwtt, g^tWj 
the body ii^birl rounds bat flo irietiew^xi^t wtiar^'As tfetirf 
given wb^ obfiervabte. F>oili tb«i »am^ ))laC^ iil^ hindeil 
^ to the to^iU*ofiieer8 on tb^ pb^f m riiaviif)^^ ittdVi^hl^ 
takenou^of tb6 rtide cH^ffia «iffd6ri¥e>a^l|^ Tb^ i^i^e beki 
vp tothdjpopulaee, ^and sdttie chl|)d tbmwn ^^&^ic^^ 
them ;U-conduct whUsb did tittt Ajfjpear V^y d'eddrou^ Ircftfi 
tba dflicihl dttertdanlis' upcm'dUirfi tt ^eUtebfiky. At fiVfc? 
minutes to nine o^clock, Bailies Cricbton and Small ^^iMf 
came up Libberton^s Wynd, still habited in their robes and 
nrhh tksii )Sta£[|i, but did not as^^fld. ih^ ^fl^d/^'^The 
exeeiitioner niduntad it and* iiiimedidtdy ^oikiidkNsldd fe#i 
ering the body^ which was done 4by d«gr6^ slfid ^^h<^ 
leisurely. Again the people made the welkin ring with 
thhse (faeairty dheers wb^n they W^ tH^if v^g<ea^^ com- 
j^itelied. ;Afew cries, of «« Let ds hai^ bt^ td te^ hiHi' ill 
pieces''^ le^ heai-d, but ithere wtts^ fid colour i<it #hlft k^ 
be4n said^in Aneitspaper^uDcdi^iiU^ tibat ther^app^ar^^ ifi^ 
dications of a riot to effect this. There was perhaps never 
a:i^he,:dhrjdtiwntseth:part of tb^ iame tluniblfrcdtbdt^d in 
Etdinbiiirg^ who showed kss^disJKW^tioil td di^i^t^b'^hd ptib^ 
lie peace. J So for fiom lh« fabM froiU^ th^^pe$Jk:(gni^b dd^ 
tei*rii^ Uiem firom their ptn^oddy t^^ poUe^^efK filtodd all 
the time wiik tbtiii bftek)<i to the ^q^4^ v6A t^dlbeli^ii^ bad 
not to iiiterfcbeiiia s^ekiMaiiiJei Hlid «lid pu^p^^ o^tKfe 
mldb been cvilf and bafttjidjr^ed silbiiiiftddtfM^^^^ 
11. 2 1 



94S wast lOBT tsumDWXB. 

froblcrf^diedetaeliment of police, though it was strab^, caoSA 
have prer^ted thcim Attainii^ their object c the pbymat 
feirce and pressufe of such amass would have o¥erwfaefanedl 
all the officers presait But the- i^rowd were in perfect 
good humour, and never was there oae that thought less of 
ri^ti]^. Their desires were gratified— their, aspirationa 
were answered, the ardMrimmal had met with, hb doom, 
and there was for the present nothing to ruffle th^ 
tempers. Accordingly after the body wt» lowered, the 
people commenced dispersing quietly, and in an-brdarly 
manner, until the streets were perfectly cleared. The 
body was lowered precisely at five minutes before nine 
o'clock, hwiFing hung exactly forty. mimitM. Upon its 
foiling into the space under thescaffi>ld, which was* boxed 
m^ a scramble took place among the operatives for re&!8, 
connsting of pieces of the rope, sharriogs from the coffin, 
&c. &c The body waa placed ill a shell and almost imme- 
diatdy carried down on meaV shoulders to the Lock-up- 
house. 

' The^popukce^ upon seeing^ this winding up of the busi- 
ness quietly dispersed. AU Wednesday, however, k^^ 
gfoi^pes visi^, the scene. 

. Instantly after the tragedy was closed, the men who 
yffiTe to remove the scafl%>kl^ and other erections appeared 
and jcomn^^oed operations; such was, their celerity that 
by half past.^e^v^n o^dock^aU tmeses of it were riremoved. 

.; We have abst^ned in the foregoing ao€ount;of tbefokit 
of this nojtcfrious criminal, from expressing any opinion up- 
on th^ very rem^kabki a^ unosual display of feeling 
whi^ was manifested: by the immense majority of the 
fl^ect^rs^pj'es^nl^ Jbut haare. eonttotaL.oikrsdves. simply 
;^th describing these ^lUlMiofis. aioBg with tlie»>ther tdci^ 
^Is-attendwt pfk iu <x>nee»¥ing}tiiiA to oi^iri readers iHio 



4id not ^witaeas it^ tbey would fcorm port and poroel i)f tfi^ 
^raosaciicKiis^ aye, and ai^more importapt, pan; than either 
^me.of the aotioBsof tbeeulpnt, Qr:t)tt.doing8 o£ the i^ 
icials engaged in it. No one who witiB9fl8ed;tfae!i!inpreGe^ 
dented owduGt> of the QCQfi¥d^ could have hindered' biHi-> 
fi^f ffomt be0% iaqpre$8ed with it: and asmredly we did 
^:8u;rvey it with indifieltBce, nor jrie&ain froln foniuag 
an opinioQ. Some of the jouraala who. arecocd »ieh levenlsi 
appear to have felt very wrathful upon the occasion, and 
jtO' haye ia^i^bed every term, of vituperattoA >u|khi those 
wbo^e conduct ran counter to their fine drawn sentimei^ 
^lity. . Wjc confess that we cannot see any reasKin for in- 
dulgjlng-in such exces^ve seoatbtiiiy. M is not customary 
c^taiiHy tovbehave.:«k>; and this depasture from the eti- 
quette ctf an execi^loa is^ipbably what/has shocked them ; 
\n3A t3^m we must ^nrcoUeot tbati ordicmy .executioQa are 
iiery different things, frcnh i^hat this twas^ and that tin them 
the ^presaion of feeiifigi and s^rjoipalby Ifor tiv su&rer is 
g^juine.and heartfelt ; and if thbse who exhibit it are en- 
titled, to any praise for . ho^l^y and sincerity in that case, 
tb^ h^v^ PQt forfeit^ it in tbis^ as th^re can be po doul^ 
Ib^ the 'heb^viouf :eaiB|dained of wa$>. aa unpremeditolied 
ai^ simple expises^n df detection for the crime, and ex^ 
citation that punishment bad ov^taken it. 

-c^I& comparison c^ be dvawn between a man who is-exe-^ 
cuted jfbr some petty tfae^t, whom the fvequenters^- of 
exsecurtons: canned (bring themselires to eonsidcHr asa very^ 
desperate feloUy and a monster who is most justly hanged 
^r.one exectabl^.jBSurder, wh^d there are fifteen |pehind as 
abominable. The sentiments asid ppinions of the mob 
oanhot be the:same in theone.case, as in the other ; they 
cannot center 'into moa iegal distinctions — if indeed lagat 
distiocti0Ds wouU Uameth^m'; bolt tbey see one man stfffer 
forifttealingalfew j^iUmg% and^tfaey^y faim, andaqocber 
ftu* fcfutderiag aiJit^eir ikMlrriduid% a^djtfaey exectate him, 



vnusiiai, almoat ufqireeeflHitdd^ $ik^ ttn:op^tini^^^^l4 

HQpkfuAktktverflkm'tflr tuoii '^reat 'moral tiirpi)tM49i wcwld 
hauk been toimamieBtiaisIigl^C) ;p6rcq>tioli d&iefAi-^smd mt 
iui^fwot "(UattlMtt&iNilioiblaiiiSd^Mit tbmiMiiisyTiiremi thetfeiseheft 
9(rt»«ted bj^ tq«ialfy hd^otiMlde fMlingdr/ rfh^ugfc' - tli^jr 
ivlmid^t peliniMii^'te iifievi^^ iibetdMfe waap**^ ' >.' ^i 

' We.^i]^'C(ittc^de u> Thm^idMLt^ peoples of vor^fefln^ 
^liagB aod«alti^Eated inilidsri««MM4iDiYriuiiipfa ^(»r«|! ttvfe 
last mbments i^f the moM depraved miiQ who e^r Itif^ 
a[nd tbi^BuNrke Mte that man^ perhaps. im)itiie(^x<iepi^ 
efiiaise, thtre^ean l^e no 4iieetioD;^butdif»tW n^utl^t^ 
coilecio that tkose who jostled eaph: w^r^ Mpctir> the^Bigh 
Street of. JBdmbuirgh ion ^ the 'mdrniffg ^f the veM^itkllii 
stake no^pvetbiUAoiM'to^ kil^high-reftiiiiitn^^^ 
aisctbeav^a mkid,.that:ttaiiyt^t^p6puWei»3^ 
Mnmern^k ia Itfet aer the ^ma^daci^ed viet«ffi%: aad^-tiM 
the^datiUmil; felt inore^^de^eplyton 'the^»i9b^ct*tfaatl tlW>6^ 
whose et^tioD. and ^habits jreuofoved* t^tn fti»in th^ 'insk'^^f 
being butebfited^ Abo, that a fiidmn had' gone' afci^Mid 
among/these people, that their hodiee were-tt^ngiedfer b^ 
hoof of a science i^iithieh id Wbtneftl tnotfe |»ecuUaivly tli^ 
rich, and that those obnoxious individuals who exercise 
tl^iahuihaa. Mrade of imsunreoiiQBistsf are\scfeenecl'l>y 
^90m fmm the punishmiBsit thejr m^erk* Tbey.faeiimd^ 
a^so.ihaixh^e was a desire to dei^ :to^ Jenientl^ftoiviNiPd* 
tilu«,rjyilhies8;gaBgvand that although CHie:laf rthem hudi'Jb^eik* 
aaotifioed, :idhers .of the kietiiiquents had- bead snacefat«t 
ftom a deserved f&itjs, because tfaeic blood, was- i&ttle^^acv^ 
oouDt^dof*. lt;badibc«aeveniniaginiedithatadssj^8itti<Hv»WP 
Cbedsh^jof. saving! the UikioflQiuike, and that tewitextaiM 
wiHtogljr. consigved tohbcifate.; namM itb^is^vmiy-erlib^ 
neciifts, and aqmei of iitrevy iabsar^, bnt itiM 4be$^ opiftiowit 
wcHTfit ^miraeatiQfiirli faei^:iij» biudbett, and i^odtd te Ttk 



e^eflative(ii| (&ita(ui^vav elLfiifvemft dl tbtfi^ tieHngdy- aB 
nofeoBtidia^ideasc^uMluivebeeli.^ v ^ , ■ . ;^- [ .y-' 

'\lth^£Uit^moniitT(9i^ tb^ that Mikiia' they whnented ijii 
psepasalipiia foe .the ceremooyy libey^iihopld itadti^e' M 
expressions of.saytisSaoticm; and diat what the <cti)imt faiim 
self was exhibited before them, an uncontrollable and si- 
i|lii)t»|3^ki» alioiil. ef : toriuoipimit exidcfttabn dbiM:iid^'bdrst 
ii^tki W^ ^t &cecratk>Q for bi£^ eoorifaous guilt should 
l^Ve lad the va^l siiiltitMde, . without concert o»^pr^1:fli^<fita;^ 
^pn, lo repeat again and again tfaeifaeckmartiiDiis, '^ 

: TW hcwt in soeh dues justly and wi^y? but 'relelitlesslyv 

QQli^gfUi::the pofpeiratoBs to death, ntd the public i^^i^ 

ai^Q, felent^bsftly adds! ta it i4>ldqay «k1 repma^h. ' Naiji^ 

n^Qie^ the :L0rd . Justice derky- b^ore< passiiag t^titkiit^ 

mftntmitd^tbat he was .^resen^ed olily by t s<b«se ^''thttit 

th# tmUic eye weuU bte qfieodacl by sadisqia^ 9 f^^ei^tift^^'^ 

fffon^mtlfsrisg ,aba^ <^ th^ to s«i^fy the f iotoled lilw^'^ 

l|i$^^UU7rand.the'ViHCa^ of paU^tic indignatifd)^^- hie 'body 

siJ^ttid :be exhibited m chains^ to^ bieaush in the M^vd^,' 14 

QiQ4er ICF: deter others fnntn the eommission ef 'tkm'ilstr oft 

fi^itcaft*'^ Wtsi Lordshqa, safer froeihawibgfiiiyavefttioli to 

pp^humoiiSi vengeance, adds^ «^ I tru^t, that if it iis e^er 

<hi&io^ry: tOipferesemre skdtetoDs, yours unit be preserved^' 

m oedoftjjbat postedty may; keepi in TemembwtfflceiydU^ »• 

tsoctoas. cfitmeai''' . And he could fcorcely •bai^d tised^^h^r 

tenoBSriQi anifbadiuevting.xipo» what li^i justljff dhar^^lei^ii^ 

ia tjte following wo^& ^'JL cntae xnore ii^booiQys, *|f'tti6#ef 

'cold*blooded, deUberate^ and systematic preparatiotj: fbi^ 

murder, and the mothre sd paltry, was reially unexampled 

ii^ t^ettonattdof} tJiia^^^raiM^eyJ" • His iiordihi^^^ 

ajba fa^iHiSsed tbeinsekcriii similar terns, >>afad still fh<i( 

p%spW««e:bki)QW»dfbractii^.ia^^i^^ ^th iimt: i^lw^^ 

siwtinmili^/ ' .-;-h V ../■.-.:/*.:•■./ ."■. '^- ■'yr:y^ 
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, ^venibe iwi^gctma neemed to sbare in the geneial fe^ 
ing. His instructions, to the porter who assisted him were 
conveyed in the following petty sentence, '< Hold him Utt 

I get the rope adjured, and dien let the kick.'' 

When fastening the rope about his neck, be did give it an 
unmeroiful tug, so as nearly to strai^le him. 

It is admitted by those who complaii^ of th« violation of 
decency and good taste,, that he was a coldJieart^'mis-r 
creant,. towaeds whom a qpark/)f sympathy could not be 
(extended, and his atrocities are denounced in eloquent 
and indignant terms, and yet it appears to have been 
anticitiateid .that ^he public, on the only ocoaaon tbey bad 
of puUiidjr panifesting tbeii* sentiments, should :have met 
biHi. with a semblanca pf pity and foj^ veneris. They 
<;ould not (mve done so without doin^ violence to every - 
idling that agitated them, and it would have beM an- 
ti|aaeffountabl^ piece of hypocrisy to have attempts) it* 
FubUc, det^tation unecpiivocally expre^ssed, is always an 
important,, and sometimes the most important auxiliary ^ 
pppi$h0)ent, and th» soora and conl;umely that is hei^ied 
upoQ.a gaiUy bead may ba the best ally of the represicws 
ol immorality, and.iC tl^re was in ^t assemblage one iiK 
dividual wbosie sor^d sduL oquld contempUte the commis^ 
^ion of eporinities which, m^ht/outnage bumani^,^ apd 
bring on huu similar manifestations of di^ost, it must 
bave^)a|Qt!ed as A. solema*. warning when be nfiade the t^rifaie 
discovery, that ^ y^btA^iit.goeth wf^l witk .the r^teoua 
xjfifi <Qity fi^oice^h^ and. when the wkked parish there Is 
shouting*? : , ., , :. 

Our ^ntiments. concerning the ehaiEaetev of the unba^^y 
wretch, ^andiiis crim^ has be€H» explicitly -slated in ti^ 
fbcegtwg pailt of . thirnaxraitivje,^: bat. it fiOiy-not^ umM^*. 
ceptable to our readers diat a brief view of the opHnont^nf*' 
others should be furnished. We subjoin, therefore, the 



\V9SST P0&T HCIXRDESS/ 24^^ 

fbildwihg obserraticjbs, the inerit of which ia&j wfeU justify' 
their insertioni 



The atrocious murderer, Burke, whose hands Wei^emore' 
deeply dyed in innoceUt blood than those of any other ho- 
micide recorded in the calendar of crimes, has Undergone 
the "sentence of the law ; and from the narrative of the^ 
concbndtitants of the* tragedy, it will be seen that the crr*^ 
cumstances attending his exit were as extmorclinary as his' 
guilt' was- transcendant and unprecedented! Essentially 
and in his real character an ignoble, base, mean-spirited' 
wretch, this whplesale assassin, by the mei^e extinction or 
obliteration of every moral principle ^nd feding of his' 
nature, and by a consequent abandonment of the faculties' 
bestowed upon him to the commission of crime, has sue-' 
oeeded in obtaining^^ a bad pre-eminence," even among tbdse' 
who had prostituted and degraded far highet endowments 
to the ways of iniquity ;' and a name which ought never t8? 
have been beard of beyond the precincts of the' lowest and- 
meanest compartment tuC society, is tiow damned to im-- 
mortal infamy, , -and istand^but in strong relief 'from lhe= 
long and black catalogue of those m4i^ have most signalised^ 
themselves by their diaring violation of the laws both oP 
God and of man. In fact, it was reserved for this incre-^' 
dible monster and his associate £ends to reduce murder to 
a system, and to establish a TfTgutar trafSc in the bodies of 
their victims. Ordinary homicides slay from passipn or re- 
venge; the murders they commit are the product' of an, 
ungovernable and overmastering impulse, which hurls rea-' 
son from her seat, and, in the wild cbiifllct'of guilty pas* 
sion, precipitates theni ttto the' coinmission of acts whicV 
gfcre nosobner ddne thAii they wouid 'perhaps give the'uhiL^ 
nerde were they undone.v * But Biirke and his crew pos^esisl' 
the h^iir»afndia<wifemlous diAtinctton of Mving*^ wittiout 
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the palliktion of passion^ or of adjr codielr moeiVe;wbteb di^ 
just view of human infirmity can admit in extenUatk)kt, tind^ 
from a base and sordid love of gain, and of acquiring the 
means of rioting in profligacy and iniquity of every sort, 
established a trafSc in blood upon principles of cool cal- 
.eulation> and an'uttei^ recklessness of eitfaer God or man, 
vbicti ^Quld h^ve, ddoe n6 disciiedit to Mamidon hinioelfi^ 
H^nce it is, tb^t Burke !» pe^ha^ thfer only criminal' who 
has died,: not only without i^xtittng an lembtiion nf pity ina^ 
buivan bosom, but atoidst the, curses^ boih loud «nd deepy 
pf tbe. asaeDdbled thousands who witnessed tht ignomihious' 
terpainatidd of his guilty caoeeh The wild sfa6iKs of bx?: 
nitation which saluted bim i] pen bis ajcipeiranee on ihe^ 
s^^oldy and^ which rung in his ears witb itill fiercer a^i* 
(^lifn^ons wb0n the World wa^ olosii^xm bka fdr eviif,' 
VRMst have ippalkd ^ven the heart of ic^ withii) his vdrth- 
4 less bosdo)) add funded aa the knell of ^ jqdgtncftit to- 
co9i^i where the grpirits of the slaaii would ri)^ tip het6r& 
bim tp dflipwwid il jUst retribntiori. Ydt dt (hat a^tul' ttn^ 
mentii Wjhfift his deeds of blood must have arisen before hiin^* 
^iKl;wfa)B» the: unknown fnlure dfiust hkVe ^re^nted it^^ 
to^^isrnfind as the paat was abo^ to efeise^ the in^eteh 
si^inied »li^bilV:eaixn, and kokeid <)e(iinoe, ^nay^ ^6tk at 
tbosi^ who^ yielding t6 liieiii overpow!ering sensci ctf bk" 
qrimes, jil^^ted bis llMst nijanients with tbeii.shouls of wild 
triumph apd e^uHation. 



It will be l6pg ere'spcb a sc-ene as this occi^r.again, ua-, 
less, indeed, a^ ig the devout wish of every one,- a.simil^' 
spectacle be |)roduced by (Hie execution of Hare^ Tfa^re 
never, perhaps, was such Sf signal and apt)alliDg expressiofl 
of a whole populace's indignation as on this occafioo. T^: 
nature of the feeling by which they were actuated, ^ldee^ 
could only be estimated by looking at tbe spft&i^ai^fi^meif 

5 



i5j5W»; ap4 J^j^ f»;^i^ ftC /B;ii94 ^f^ fcfii^g.irfMob :<»wI4 bend 
4w^^teilwnpii:^sJQ^ ;Wa^ <;q«imwi|ieate4, t0 the TOuUitudei 

jifphp 4U?r4lly 4t<H>d :f9r » ^^i^^on *^ in j|)aitil^ tMyi'cwf fijwcl'^ 
Sqiiq4 gpUity.(rf^|i^a<iej0f fppf^iiliep,: nt. the iejy leaati 
qC whi^ljjswp w(^ld jr€fquireTt<>/ber §pn8Ketbiftg. i9Qiie:or km 

jiii§i9)mA(er.wa9 ati(i^ai^)by ibfi^llvmi^ ;'wttib[>ut>an3rjQf 
p9m^imfib'lfipnlt^9^ \Mmi^l.9^ >thfe'.ad-4 

I^W)JiyHb tfiilS^d ^ miitl^rr^^i^^ He/hadidoiieiMviviioi: 

ftTAfiSt^, /iibMfi y^Kiff^Hlmff^ mittjm^ or ftivJcQiiorl fvcmJsiiaUt 

-mAeydi%wHb:Ji4]i9|tD\ciieati«iCBa ja$.7«tibuitpjboi;!tkab.wwithi , 
««AlI«n-r&(h^d^g/ ttb)#!ibV>9d-/lod.S(|i^¥%4fi(»r flesh. £^ 



wo WKST FORT Itf OiRt)«t«. 

I It is ioipOMiUe, tritheittt iidv^ti% W all' tti^^s^fettis to 
Satmmiy condeption- of the ^popular fury on'th'm oocflskitib 
It nrigbt be poi^ml>le to it»ii|giiie a eilse in wkidh a ctiinipttl^ 
^l#ugh exhibiting ttU^ir^t^ higlyeM deprH^tjrv^igbt Jfet 
lie not impropbrly Idok^ llpbh wkH the eye Jl4tbef^>of pi^ 
tiifln.of 'iD6tideb)»atl(Mi;^ — As roti^ whlom* niaCur^ - blid giv^ k^ 
«ttncts'and pateionis dueh 'as she give^ 'alike to man anld 
brute^ but>f6r #hotti sufeseqnent "events hdd-idonfe worse 
thAh 'tidChinl;. In f fact, such is the strong tendenfcy of man^ 
kiii^ lo peYok from th^ idea of such unnatural: enormities 
being coffinritted in aiight of human shape, that when the 
system of traffic which had 5een priaetised by. Burke and 
his^asspet^es fire^ flashed in a^ full cltBclosute oh nleni^s-uii. 
c^o^standingfs,; feiot a few Wre iti^^Aed to'^eai^b;'in'sOnie 
'totemi^tig circumsfoRces^f tl^ts ^citicl, fot a*e^8e of'p^ 
liatipn df thta nnparalleled fi^tonV ink|ltity. 'It wnaatleok 
not an impof^^fble supporttiotlytbftt the wretched tmn migbt 
have bseh labouring;u¥Hkr a ti^talinseA^bilitypf tnorakand 
even pf int^Uectiiai feelings arising fi^^an entire want ^f 
4tthication-Vii'dm>^ mind dutl- and inert Jin/'its p^ceptioni^ 
ar^Qfall^$.And ndi' olity in iaftei^^ life alldwecl to fi^ wasted 
but c^hcWed' still more>call6u8 ahd impassive every day by 
a constant contact with scene»<)f infamy. Could We indeed 
iimgine that fiurke bad beeri • Irft to -have his> c)iatacter 
formed under im acciimukttibn of infl Ciencbft fiitAl aMd awful 
fjor eontemplate as tlv^se aie— ^^ hif iNb-tHN] be^ ^wayef 
spent in prbfligttte bftlntg«M^p|'60iga|e haant^^MJilEiC he[ 
hki been bora with ^a 'fero<^mi» andlUndomle natui^, and 
bred in smmiiotis Wfaichc'Wted all progr^iv^'^ttiov^meiftff 
to giA)d^that» in riioirt^ he bad'n^ver had idea^peured-ifi* 
to bis intellect^ or ^a»y.4iu]iitf«^i feelings generated' in bts^ 
bo^lti^ben^et^ps^it^ttfigllt'fUrI^*m;atter of t^urio^ 
investigation to the metaphysicians, whether he was not, 
after all, a case which called* for deep sympathy. But 



ipan, U;>:sb0tw that l^e^jt l€|Mt,w»9 |4iu3ed iavdsuch depbtv» 
M>le pmiicaiiiisirt. Hh ^d^^tion apd ran^io life^imtmd 
of biiying been by aa^y means <>j[! jth^ JoWe$t or4^, vr^0 mob. 
^ in tbej^iKigm^t of .tb^i.v^d, ai^l pn tbi? wrtjori^ uf 
^peii^^ ^e^ld pf ^eeofc^ty to tonanize a^in^picn. 
t^iniiKl,'iiiid to^^cainmiH»|cate.|>ecfe)etly)ji^t;^QWj^ 
Ofioral distuicl^K^,:. If^^tddHipi^ tpjhi«, «tony people Jb<M 
it to hav^4i^iefp'imdeput tha(t,fi^rfc9.f^A «ia«4>^ialmDgi 
Yniad, oC.w uodfPM^ndiDg nsuj[^h;fiHiperkHr>^^ 'btfjeooditioB^: 
When, therefore, he stood convicted befpre his couqlary.!a$j 
«De who, for his livelihood, h(d been a wholesale dealer in 
Ionian, slal^bteii, he stpod mtbovti the bionefit^of oniejii^le 
inilig^ting cirpiiBftstaiicey to >(eaken the [^ofpuod' seme lof -. 
bprror aiDd indignation wbv^ pervaded aII hearts; .', Heiudi 
Iwooi^n ^thie full jEnea^urennd.-enonnity of the gniltwhiobifae. 
wAspefpjBti»ti^g,>nd,tbe whole piw^ti^sal amwnt of !»*; 
flann .sui^eHiPg yit^kk h^ was infliotij^d^yby day bn ha*: 
i^ved faniiiiQs a^ji ii^eni}? ; ^nd, appearjcdg Jn <tbisi J%bt,i 
^e.^y pne f^lt thft^ it ,wlNi jjdle to t^ lof .mercy^ and .t|i|e; 
most cMric^l^lie w^4i^f96d'to saj^I^et t^ l^^^ita. 
cwr^^ :: :■., : "i -■ ,.'.■. ....... ■■■.:■'.., 



During the whole of Wednesday the College w«s besellj 
by numbers anxious to catch a glimpse of the body as it was 
conveyed to Dn Ik^ro's Anatomical. Theatre^ It was re- 
solved, however^ /t)iat the reiopval. s|^ould not take plac^^ 
upon that d^y^ l^iit sjbould be effected in the sut^seqi^en^;. 
night, when tt^eff; was no probali^ihty^of a ci^wd cpUeoti^g.. 
Still, however, fbe people cpnti^ued to stapd ^d gj^Ei? at 
tlie buildii^ in/ which they i believed him to ^, as :if tl^; 
expected tb^i^ianin^^rbodyito fippe^r to ifaepa. , , 



\ 'BMflyj^/ TlmhHf. ^^wkim^ ^^i^'^^mp^-^'^vfrn^ Mtimj 
dw»i(Sd «tr^ ^Hy h^ot t^^!iHI«ttifle.Ule'/i^tl«^ 

Sk<»Ulbt( wei^ lik(fe(«ri66lttlk^tt 1^ ttiOt«idM»^ ^(lu^^g^ll^ 

i;: \ ,: ■.'. ii . .-.'i '■.; V . ii j .';.!/ ; ),'i! w i *-ja '.i:i ,>... ^.' -''j ' 

fl^ body^i^B tfa^'^f Slight^ ^^istmiK ^ 

stnntyi The iieet( ir^M^ef 4)f CbcliscrjAAl «Ni^ iMd4ily>dtih[6^' 
diHikt^a bail^tt^^ki Thr^i^h^ Md ltie^U|^i<^Hdfthe'> 
arinlpii^f^ WClreiilely wiifiWitlw-J Tlife tewefr i^k«^*W^i%ifa^ 
alto, Imt; im iti^ di«i ^dttttt^ ^t^brtidni. Trtoi <l«»>«r^ iffittft'^ )^f 
kisl30dycWiid^^.ihH)) bsi« hi6^i^git#^w«re ^ti6in#|y lai^, ibe« 
If^Hid ili^t'ttnlit). Alto^he^ b^lftttJii^Md ahy^fhi% tm^ 
tlft^a|»(M^itiOM6 df to e^cmt^ bc^/, ^&M W^y 6tte\w«i' 

differing very materially from the aspect he, bad upe^^^b^ 
scaffold, — but then, as we have already noticed, the size of 
the clothes making them *iiang loosely upon him, gave a 
look of feebleness and narrowness to the chest which it did 
idt-jAoS^fes.".-. '' '' '' \'' ■' '• '■' '^' ■' ' ' ''.-• '" 

: Tte cdunt^athie wAs twit s6 todcb ilt^ed aft^r^deittliiy 
li tikially tbd jca^, or ais vi^as gfeiierklfy exp^Ced. It pt^ 
sfehlfed \\\k appeai-aiic^ o^gr^afe pfafetdlty^ .wi^ 
sB^Ht^t thing yfhhh 'c6uid hn}iS6at« =that hi^ hti ^ffet*^ a 
viplt^M di^ettfa, ^^l^iibg Ab' diibd{6mtbn 'Of th^'n^bk' 
*h4te 'tht ccH^ Had ^iif^irtiideii it ' atitt rfidfl^ i fi^ 'AnAi* ;' 
nor was th^tfcdt'fWriW'bf 'tRe*'a«<ni*k'gefltehrfly^A^ 
ant on those who have ^uffereid a similar d^ath, owing. 



cular position after h^i^ ^M S©Wit' iTiifewaWttrt&ttW 1J^ 
tokened the same meanness And low wickedness which it 

' ^IH tb*^ idurtt^ th6''fert^ikK)ft rtkj b(^ Was ittijiktbd b^ 
iWWed'ginfefaliy; .•-' -' •'■ ' -^''' ■' < ---^"^.^f '"••; • '■-'' ^' : :::-» 

' 'jWofeiyf' Mo*t*; i* 'piitsi^tfie' of thfe ^ttt«i(5^ e# thW 

Crfiirt, ^Ve k piifclid diiteeCtteil^Df thfe btxJjr 'ktoiife cfrfdcJ^ 
to a numerfaiis aiidieniie t indeed ttitf* clafeii^rddfft Wisl^ dfwWI? 
ci'bWd^d: f The' l^inftied lecttiret iiras r^eiVed ^ith etk^ 
imtk bf i^sji^tj'jicciompMeA By *e teti^rdfefnoftsiti^tiohi^ 
aFw^lcottie^ We Observed ^yong-ftife aiiilteiftt ihati/hi^Hrf 
f^sji^fctabi^iStofl^i^dttai g(^ttetrii^ kk^fotidy wAitin^ io h^W* 
I>ri Mdn^d updAT tliep^Wculkt iuftjf^t'df 'ihia dhfi'litikfi^ 
as ' it^^dc* tu6Wtt fliiC if- Wai 'tb W tftfe' brkiri, i 'jJ6i^h -^ 

f!Mi^^&m6iiij'x>em \iititim'b6Sfm wwfch the: fett^fesa^ 

hisl^eiiCiikeS patrtictffer^itt^titlbh; ifad drt^ Whit*,' itt <ftife^ 
qiife^de; Hfe l^cttfrfe^rfi^ parttcufittl^ vidued.^** lk^=hk^ttft;^ 
idtn^ tleW Viet^rk itgardiiig tlie^ bAmf^, the' d(iff^M4G*8f '6t 
irhti^h Wfe diie ktisifred the reitlft of th^ Ife^tut^^^rtjffifci^ntljF^ 
pi^dVei' l^eVioofely t» aimtttehdng,^ thi jpiWefsiJ^ ** 
every thlh'^ iti Iris pow^r t6 sitlrfjr thte' ttfrib^ty bf'thosej 
Vbo wished to have a view of' the featured, by e^pbrfi^ 
Mcrt tn the ttiost favourable ^sttittti. Iti the dW^6tto«^ ^ 
h^i aided *byTfis able assistartt, kn M^lC^zie. ft ^vai^ 
iritti^eoced by first taking off thfe liealp to^hbw'th^ musqlM^ 
of Ifre upper part* of the h^kd;Mfchese Beikig removed,' thtf 
»kyn'\itts sawn th'rodgh, khd the '^braiti with its covering 
^x'pdiyd! Thfe ijtrkntify'bf' blood fchat gushed out si^ 
crf^i'moiiS, arid'by thfe tinie th6^ leciu're wiis finished, whiefe' 
^irtl-^iot tiliHhife^ 0'tfc6fi, We krea 6^ thfe cfass^room had* 



2&4 W£St FOUT ^U&B^lftS.. 

tfae.a{^arB|»ce^of a Initcher^s 8laughter4iojti8e»^fi'oia j^ 
flo^^ dqwn and betngtrp^den upon; .^ 

The anxiety to obtain a sight of the Vde cfSf^jonof iW 
mtirderer was exceedingly great, particularly after the dis- 
«MlB$al:Qf i)n JMTonro^s'cltf^ i and t^ poctor, 191. the |9io8t 
^igmgmannf^iaecom^f^iod^^ eTery one tothe ntnost 
extent'the apartments would admit of. About half past 
two d^clock, however, a body of young n^n, consisting 
chiefly of stud^ts,' assembled in the tur^a^ ftad betxmiog 
elam^pus for odovissiQn: ^ sTto^A^^^whipb. of ,, course .was 
quite unpractkable, Jt was found , necessary to send fox a 
body of Police to preserve, order. But this 'proceedii^;; 
Iwd quite aA oppo^lf^ effectr froin that intended. .Indigo 
naat at the. opposition theyjoet with? coi^iying. them**, 
selves to have. a prefemble, title to admissicm, andexa^iern 
ated at the display of /oroe.in the interior of the Uni^persjk 
^9 wbjere they imagimd nq >sucli interference ^ was jmt^ 
aitile,. the yo^g mei^ W^4^ several attempts^ jln which;xhig!^ 
faa4:D^ai|y ^ucq^ed, to overpower die Potice, and broke 
a:gpqd de^^of glass^in the windows on either side o£ ^e; 
^timce)to'the.Apat«nnii^Ll}he4tr^v^ IJh^ Police wereiu 
^^Qt:C0Q9pieilejd.to use their batpi^s, e^nd several hard bk>w» 
w:ei;e'jexcha;9ged-9n bothies. The Lord Pf-ovost waa 
presG^nt for some, time, Jbut w»s glad to reMre with.whoi^ 
bunes, aqiid^t the hpotings o|f, the obstreperous youths Vho 
If^vi^ed opppb^ioua; epithets on the . Magistrates, particu-r 
larlyion Bailie Small, the College Bmlie, wlio displayed 
^nsiderable activity, and h^^ra^gued .the assemblage from, 
tiitie, to time with apparently very little , effect A-ttempta 
were made to convey some prison^s tHfS Police bad made 
a^pss thesquare, bujt they were, speedily rescued on at- 
^^ivoifng the cif^n space. Those captured afterwards were 
Jpdgc^ ill one of; Br. Monro^a ropms^ but this jK^at^oe^ 



%y aSaried num^Mmf^^^ctat^y. It wtas*'«Uo^^aMiiipred 
tadeiir theyai^ wHlblim indifferent succesa; indeed the 
^Foiice^ were overmatehed, luid could only stand thek 
(grouiid hj ayptding the open arf»i. The disturbtoce last^ 
^fnmf half pait two tilln^iurly four c^doek, wheii an eftd 
iwaa ationce piit tcy-it by^tke good i^ense'of Pl*ofefttorGhfkit 
tiaoir,. vto aaciounc^ed to the yoting inen * that- he* htid 'aH> 
Tanged fer th^ir admission in parties oP about Mty at a 
(tjme^ giving hi^ own personal guafrad tee for their^good con^ 
duct* This was received with loud cheers, and iram^dti- 
ately the riotous disposition they had previously tnanifest- 
ed disappeaflred. .^ We cannot conoeive why jthis-^jp^ient 
was mA thought bfrearlier; for- if k had^ th&re WcfuM bav^ 
heett np distu^bamseofVany kind; 'Several '6f the inot^Vidi. 
lait>of die .yoHtfas were takiin itito custody by thcPblke^ 
but were ii;efj> properijrdiWrated^on' \hm parble. by iht 
Magistrates. The whole-^fracas^' ind^^d, wa^ a mereiebut 
Uttoniof'boyish> impaf^te^tf^- rendered nibl^f uwrtriy^b^ tbeit* 
estreme cariosity ;to <Ajtain a fight of t£ke bokly of the thti^ 
ctererv fSeveral^ 4hse poliasiuen Wei^ severely *burt 5 b*rt 
en- pnmhckei vw believe Bot^a' few of the young men ^biM^ 
still leasoi^ io remeinber th^ weight oiP tfaeii^ batons,^ anA 
some severe contusions were^ rtatevvedi 4tout^ BHdjgi^ 
^treaty'^ ill ftont. of the>Goll<»ge5 iH^as kept ia a contibiMd 
ttproait, and ahoiost blocked up ^by^ the' popi^laee who w^i^ 
denied access to the interior, and had the approadhies^iiot 
been guarded fresh accessions of rioters might have ^ven 
^ a more serious aspect. In fact^ the body of 'I\dai<^ on 
duty wer^ tod Weak for the ribters, small J^arties behig sehi 
firom the offiee as* they catiie infrorii other quarters V a "cti'- 
MittManee wh)ch^^€ftidered it 'necessary fpr them to xiSk 
hairslter. means than tl^yiiirotild otherwise hav^e einployedl 
On Friday-; \i6vH^k^, vaa!M 
irdei^^wasgivitti'to admit the public generally to^ieirthie 



P9|j^inued tp flow ihro.i^gt^; the College. Sqtiirfvi Wio^ ^ 
Jjb^ .arriv;<4, .Wei-^,adwt|ed:fcy pW? «tairj||>.tbeTlAiiattwbi*- 
i^ Th^fttr^i. piis^d th« toiWe (to, *biob] lagq the hodjr rf 
l^^^fTOMr^fr^r^.afliAjnad^ their exit l^^mMimt «4*tr., By 
^ho^e. ui^afi^ Oq ipCQnvppi^nw wAS felt i^Rcept wha^ ^a$ ocu 
i?fi9k)|ied by tb® i^ap^Uwoeof tb» aiff vd to ge^ fcrvajBi id 
i^p.Jb^atW; , .,.>.:'./] :< ^.:^ - ^ .'' .•■• '' 

J.! jCii^ ibpt, dl^y we. ng^in. p^iid the Oaflleg<^ a vmit,' ami 
lofiQti^d ipart .of ;tb^ iQlinei400 iinaltitsiaile irlipvfffietaed. or 
ilOjLiouerto.jIf^.^hj^ rerown^bpf tbei¥W ilacving.. made 

jMir wfiy to tbe $tAm leg^^pg^U9')ik^ das^^oos^, «ie looTEd 
^p VKitbMt mji^fc: ex^rti^i*^ oMl*. jwo bfiog orquioed. 
Tb^ progjcefisiooalteoeof tb? d«ise body wWeh kept coi^iUi; 
^ally ^vfi^mg^ Abnpsfi; ^Piiplyiqg the ptaoe of ioiurlmuaiim 
i>pnH)tii»9 pp wersi After a sM^mmy Sof aqueeaiiigvv^iw fotntd 
purs^lj^lii|!tb9A'opn»i wh^ri^.yp (tarri^ far aii^hik, tbatjwia 
|pigbtb%ver«^fl|€iq<)i^pf)«j^ ]^ fl9KHre i»invit<r ^bamnttv 
Ri«i8,,tb40r;tbpft^j M'Jbo -wei^ ))UrH9dior oarriod p0«lin:tbe 
<^Ml3&ioj|^#t«eain ,tbajt/HM>v^ along* The body i was Ipng 
tm.lbfiibli^k mitfble..tab(e, «lhit:b .ia uaually in itbe,iob»«f 
f^ip, 0ij^ 0R^:^d^o( tbe4r?% ^^ 'til). dk»» &c« ,tii9iM^ 

lio l^ftgh^ft ^^^^^ idfia of ^J^J th^.^:pi^gt9B^jw5#, Iwgii)^^^^ 
%. skull jc^p Vybicf) h^ bp^?! jS^wp.^;:tl^^, W^^^S^f^^ 
jYP^^epJa^ ^nd th^j<;^V^r,^k^ bryWef^Jipy^^^^^^ fi^M 
X^\fifi\;in,f^Q proper ^itUfti^n^ .•JlJip /af^ib^w^yi^<ffft% 
m¥f b; alj^e4. We uudef staRd.vtl^ i ^p fi«n»fl^ffl¥WW: 
p^ blofjld had, fttiwed (fom.^tbe^ ^bo^ p^ghfe jp|ri|^ 

djifci^gfioubtlesB the paleness vhkbffTO^^ifjwJts*;^^^ 



iShat^eteristic. fPHe fyatubesr^badi^itirely tli»t rthatJjrfejndft 
ednessand st^arpne^ they yesterday posbc8B€^>-)CEbeiioil9 
^as ithickfiled^asr ih^v.rtpsi Itjfitwiaef w^re;^ .pvodutiiig that 
bloated appearance usually seen in the faces of those: who 
have died from strangulation. It altogether no longer 

-;-.f. •.;•!:. ^'.\ \ ,■.:.-. . [ :. . -. i . •^j: .(,J'i:'0 '^ oiIvA fiu'r;"/' 

~ ■ it waii really ambsing tbiidinerWth^ diflferent em^ibnd 
di6{>lkyed in those 'appvoaching and^a^ekig the bodyu i Tiiey 
pbetfented^ as great a variety of faces^bothriiiv old-tod ybubg^ 
as thetnbst ze^us phy^sibgnomisj:' 4»uid 'han^e ^idhedfoi 
in Ais studi6B« Some hesitated at^the ikitr^uice^. b^tf in^ 
dined to retraci? their steps/ a^ if appalled' at tbrir: oihi 
andaeity in Venturing m nearly into the preseticeqf a;b6irpfie^' 
Thecro^d bebiad, howe3ier,an4 their ^iwn^jitrio^bjr urged 
them' (in^and'tfaey were alitiost' borne pabt ifidtlf unqovevei^ 
beadfand' paUiiJ lip* Others w^ feed boldly forwadd^rviewW 
ibg* the bddy with a ipaalioiottfir ateiil^,^ Whkh^ ^Kiiee piaialgrf 
tliefir disgust at -the cribiesr of tb& individual, atiG^itbat>>dua 
Aversion ovensaine &^^ i^mtlw^tfbf Horror tbeytmi^t 
have fek at >ftil<Rh<^r tiBQie in: fookifng'bh d Jsittiiiar «5)6d# 

* ' l^he imnienBe '€0|io0urdef ©? pedfjle iwrhoi e/^oawiodty inU 
diidedtbein b vii^t^tliis'«ad M!d biltAili|(tiii^ speitade of 
£dten>and degrajded Man >niajr*be jud^eid^^ -^enit i» m&m 
ti6to<t^ that by aetual enum^ratiofi it^rb» lfoQn4' that ^ip 
^rdtti^f 6ikty p^ mloNlte pe^sed ^e cdrjfBe^ > -Thfe ^^e&Bht 
tinned from ten o'clock until diiHcdnfeig, 'and iHitel^ left 
at nearly four o^clock the crowd was increasing, we cannot 
compute the i^iHAber at leife t8a« twentV-flVe fliotelirid ]^r- 
dons, i&nd icountiiig the other d&ys on wjuch mkay sA#' kilii^ 
tlh**i^ the iEidmissioiis #eire not' bo indiscriaiiiia£te, the 
^tiaount^canttot be reekofled nhde^^ thirty thousa^ «oulsw 

2l 
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A grbatef.numbercfoiales probably ttum was present at 
the execution^ and a &r greater concourse perhaps than* 
ever paid bomage to the remains of any g^^eat man lying 
in state. 'I 

t, . . . , , . k. ' 

We understand, though we did not witness it, tbat some 
women whose curiosity presented a stronger impulsive rao- 
tiye than could m them he counteracted by theiCbaracCer- 
ifitic grace of a female, — modesty, found their way with Uie 
mob into the room where the naked body was exposed. 
It is not likely, however, tbat tb^ curiouty.wiil^ ia>such 
acaae, again get the better of their discretion, as* the males, 
who reserve to themselves, the exclusive right of witnessing 
socb like spectacles, bestowed such tokens of th^r ind^^ 
iatioa upon them as will probably deter them from again 
tisiting an ekh^^ition of the sort ; seven in all is s^id to be 
the number of females in Edinburgh sq void of decency ; 
but in justice even to. them we may presume that thejr did 
not; anticipate such an exposure. Several more however 
<t«9t& longing look into* the University, and even ascended, 
tbe<steps^ biit bad the prudence a^in -to reitire; ; . ;. 

Next day, Saturday, all ingress was denied, and 4gWK 
the front of the College presented a scene of confusion suf- 
fioieBtlyfomoying to'those'in the neighboudrbood^ aitd to 
jibassers by« Long after Ua^ey bad jst^er^ined tbat.no ad^ 
nisiiKm urasialiptredy the people continued gazing at the 
oftec.ivialli^.ftnd wbeo; the^r curioaity. was nbundatitljr gra- 
tiied by.thisy.or theiripa^ienceiexhf^tistjed, fre^h arrivals of 
lintveAfied spectators arriyed. . , ' ;> , 

> . IJ'liei pl^urendiogi^ts baye, as a matter of course, seized 
yrilhl i^vidi^y this oppprtypity of, as th^' imagine, thi^ougb 
it exl^biting;fhe a4vantage of their .^voujrite science, and 
tHer^Jf .fld^^fl^ing. ;ij; in ipMblic estiii^ation. We ^vjiH, ou^ 



of the descriptions ot the number given forth, confine our- 
selves to the two following. ^ 



WIRlBNOLOGICAt DEVEIX)PMENTS OF > 
. . : . ^ aURKE.-^' -:' .••:.-■-. •! 

■ . . -. i .• ■ ■ ■ -- \ .••.-' ,;- '--. t 
- For tlte'fbltoi>rJDg tneasureinentof the bead of liurke, 
¥^h the developinerit deduced fr^m it, Wafe indebted- to' 
an ingenious i^iend who b^s taket> s#ne interest inf the 
Si^ience of Phrenology, without, however, beeoining a coii-' 
WA'to its dtictrines.^ The' measurem^t was taken wtthr 
the great-est care, in the presence and witb the' asi^stance 
ctf an ab(^ Phrenologist: so that its aecutacy naay, we be^ 
lievfei'be confidently relied lipdn :—- : •■' - '- ' ' f' • ' 

Mbasurebient. 
''-'''■ f'^'"' '^^' i : ' ' ■ . ■ ; . ■ 'i .::. ^;>: -. uz fnckes. ' 
Ctrcumferenceofthebead - ^ li- ;i «ai! ? 

I^romtfae occipit^ qune^taknrer IndividiQality^ ' vt.cSlT:'; 

Frcpn th^ eikr ta lower lodividuafity ^ :' .- • ' 5)'^/I 

iJ^Mon 4l]tto to the centre of PhilopsogeiiftiT^iieflR i 4j8r'j t 
£iobi ditto' to Firmness « *f ,• 5»4ic-> 

^rDdi dhto to^Benevoienee^ -: ,. t 5^7 i 

From ditto to Yeneica^ioa .* ^ . - fiuS- ^ 

FtKnfti'Hikto to. Consciousness . . - r '5 j 

from Destructiveness to Destnictiveness ^ * . {».185 
FitMSi Cautiousness to Cautiousness r < ^ . fi.ft. ) 
ProDoi Ideality to ideality 1 - -» .. 4.^ • 

Froftt'Aoquisitiveness to Acquisitiveness - . BS . 
From Secretiveness to SecpetW^iess . - * ' : 5.7, > 
Prbm CombativenesrtoCkNnbativeness - . 6M t 
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Amativeness, very large. Philo-progenitiveness, full. 
Con6l^t%T$A;iit^0tmii'ie^km. AtUbe0tv^^iB(;)A>JI;f:iQom. 
bativenes, large. DestructiveM$i, very large. Construc- 
tiveness, moderate. Acquisitiveness, large. Secretive- 
i^fjj%.l#r|;^. !, Srff^te^Ri^ratW Uug«.- t^^vtg Qf^proba- 
lioQ^ j?«(tft^r large.; €^t(iw^f^> Hftth^: ^ge. BeQev^en0% 
larger f VeperPltiofl^tge^ .: Hof>eiHmaH< Ideality, smalL 
Cf»^m(ipu^Ei^,.MraUuQr!d4rge/ Firmiiess, l^qge. lodU 
viditaUiy^ uppers ; inacl9rO)te« . j D0; lower, iftilj,' , Vorm, full 
Si96,^« W»gfcfe7fl(J*r>Cploi*r,d|0. Ir^c^y, do. Order^ 
dqi /Sims d^wm* ^JfJ^irfi^r, full. iTrWie, 9U>4^^tfu 
Language, full. Comparifioiii &1IL r ; (Jafualty,; i^h^r la^ge^ 
Wit deficient. Imitation, fuU* 

.^Jlabe above report, it may be necessary to observe, was 
takkk^k few4iours after the- execiifckii. illl^oonseqtaieacebf 
thdTbbdy hayiiig;bcen[jtlirowttbiiit&.bfck^;the integtHBents 
not dtoiy at the- back of/the;H€iEHijaiid'fiecky>bufc atihepo8«- 
teiilQ^ latent ipabtafif'tbd-'liiBiil ivereat ihd tine CKtrcmeljr 
coigisted ;- for in all cases of deathnbytbaiigiog^ tbb blood 
refOiSning uBcoagulated, invaFiab^{r^atltait)e»jf6 :tbose 
pacttiwhich-are in4he most depending poliltDn. flenecv 
therc^'Was a distension in this Mset)ver ttaltly toS' fbernosl 
iiS^tant organsr which' gave, for} t^wn^ieyAmotivene^^^ 
CdinJbativeness^ DestruGUvems^iiSf^d <an appearance of st^ 
wldch never existed during life, and, ' on the 0thjef haiid^ 
miflemany -of the^flBomliaiid iiteikatual -oi^ns .^em in 
cotftntst relatively less thaa^thje^ w^uki ^b^rwi^ have, ap^ 
peak&l. In* this'state^i a caat' c^)Uie) headtwae taken by Mr> 
Joseph ; but although for Phrenological purposes it may 
4o very well, yet no measurement either from the bead 



iW-mV :fr>r:C«t^oi^;pf tb^.di^yeb^iBeQtojr-.tbo braio/it^ 

#)ti|^)i9|i^r«r4i wi^ ^idom. the qbitf piUnffft f^ Jtibo £[)i^ 
ifoiqg^ fijjBi^mi. 4ip4(ii|^ OQ. C9fie ifr it ^iMrt); ob?ioti«i<lhda. tit 

4^.pftQWasHifW^ptJfrf;^.tl^,fe#p i^ 
p9fj|p.qp,*JH%,.8ub3Wt,!?PWfc ^ UR»at#%f<^S ,l¥«jflft«W 
the evidence o{ 9^eyf^m\m^:Vf^^^»^k^^^^^^V^ 
cient to be admitted as proof either in favour of or against 
Phrenology, • • 



-•, TbequdiBtHMi wkidLnatotsU^ anies^is, irhefther&eaiiove 
4evelofHneBtt(Oorr^paDd wit^the: pbaractieE uof Bqifeei^ it 
isTiiifeUiM^r inteDtion loiienterrinto any.:oDntroveray.ion this 
nubjcdt;* ysiiwjs cannot- belp'ttretnaorking^ :that k may bt 
dnterpvet^JikdiaU jdeivelopmdnts'df ai^inikr Ictad, ^ith^^ 
favourably or unfavowldb^y for : Phcenblogy, as )th& iiig^ 
unity or prejudices of any individual may influence him. 
4W^.baiir&liUe;tnoTai;oi%euis:more d«^ cettftin^; than 

tfMjTodgbt tO(bfivfi rbeeii; but to tbii^itlis^r^iedy that 
Sfplie, uilder libe benign ix^uence of tbe^ better faodliiaii^ 
&ved ^prards pfjthiiity years^ without .conimi^tiiig aoyj.bf 
^bdsie} ^tijenwndous i otfotitict; . wkidb ^ . 1^^ 
^bli|J):niftli^^ /'Hci dsniieither.so deficient in 3en^vdIeinoi 
nor Conscientiousnes» as he ought to havw btenv.:p&r^noi> 
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logidiil^irfliWking^ A^ tbe«e dr^ntty'Mr&k^iitodHfied'kif^ 
gave iespccitei6iKtj' to his ckar^ter for as maAjf-as iMrtf 
yttttB^ all of aidiKldl^' cease t^«%er(»^-afly^Mta teAi 

fiends OR both sideS) leAV^^ tti^^tdteo^tiMteimty in whith 
they had reposed for so long a period, and geiki ^'fakMi 
unaccountable control over the physical powers under 
ivincfa*the^ Had refietsed fd^ so-^ihadf y^ea^s ^beuttil^. 
But, isthe'.siae of the orgai» )of Destruai^^liess in Burke 
kt^r th&tf it is folinii in th^- generality of- heads f^^^ttd 
are his organs of JJtiMleirolence^Bitd CJM^ieiktibtiisness le^ 
developed than' usual P^-^-W^ 'hope to have it m dih* poirefr, 
at a0 early periods to adduce sufficient ' evicle^i6 to jieter-^ 
mtne ^efs^^^uiestions; and i^ the tndtttt ti^, leelve oar 
redderi5,''i/i^'higfcve the inclination and 'leistlre,' to aihil^ 
themsetves, 'liki^ the astro(6g6rs of oId,'with^ the abo¥e phre^ 
nologicri horositope of this atroeioiis crittiittair - - - ^ - 



' It is.onold sayings that DtetotSidiSer 9 nor faa^onr 're- 
Toeut esqpariekice iiended,' iniany degree, to abate our bonfi*. 
dence ift thi& maxim. As it is desirable, however^ to. sbow 
'bdth;8ideBio£.aqi|estion.at onee^ we insert the, fplloifdng 
i^tOhB^sva&&0A oa the Head of William Butk^^ifeoip the 
.pea of a .distipguidied Phrenologist ;—*^ j . > . ! i \ 

iPublio attention has been soiBtron^)attracted by theatiio- 
ddu&criiqes of Burke, that:th^ odur incidents 6£ his life^ 
^odbis general character as a man,, are liable to. be ^akogfau 
Jtfaer overlooked^ la viewrog his chasacter^ howeipifr, iwilibi 
« '.philosophic eye,' the i whole metttadqualititts manifested Uy 
him in the. different sitimtioufc in whieh be l¥as placed, Inuat 
be:Uk^intdaacounti ;. <;'; .. Y ; i- -y^.-u.-A 



f ftildce .wafi botn ia the paririi of .Orrsy/ eoiimjrof Ty- 
iieae,.ialfftiafid, ia4ha4>r]0g^i){il793. Whi?n,at aobooli 
lUlwa^tiisftiiiguishdd aaatiaptccbdat — -ai oleftnljsi acxive^ 
goodilooUnj^ bdy ; and tkoa^h.bts parents mne stxict Ca-> 
tholioa^ iie./ was taken inta tile aevvice of a Pji?sbyteriati 
cfel*gyjnan^ m whose house b^ besided ior a; oH^id^rabi^ 
time. ; He)wa9 reeommendediby. the itnitiister toia gentleman 
in Sitaban, ia mhou empby^ieiit. be oewaidledioi:; .several 
years, ^ , . ; .j 

' 'He 'subsequently tried the trade of a hs^er, at whiob.he 
tontinuedoaJy for five months. He thereafter beeaipealin<> 
en^weavevy but'Sooa got disgusted with the elo8e.«pplieatioa 
that was esaential to earn a Uveiihood at. that poorly^pnd^ 
ijrk8onie.eni|)loy«isiit,;and he enlisted i^l ihe Dditcgal. m^ 
tia. He was selected by an officer as his servant,, m^^ib 
are told that he demeaned himself with fidelity and proprie- 
ty. Whilejh'the armyv be. married a ^oman iti Bal&iha, 
in the^county of Mayo, and a£ier> seven year^^' servkey' tha 
f^ite0nt was disbanded^ and :be, rwent hone to his wif(^^ 
He eAkorUy afCeirwarda detained tihe nttwtton 6f; groom aad 
bodyrservant to a gepslleamtt in that yioiiacy, with wh«ii he 
itetvained three yeaf& / r. 

. fik sabflejqtuently'. came to w<»k at the Union Canal Jo 
$<:0tiiind4 And there fbrmed an abq^uatntance with the wo-« 
QilMi^AI^Sougal, who became r^narkably fuiidiof him^de*; 
sef^^odher paternal nx^forhifs toaety, and attached :heraelf 
to bi|p, partaking ^f his vaciona fdrtiineliduming tbe^lastteit 
yeaf^of h^ life, tt is mentioned that Surke. treated her 
Mfith k^nd^fss) ^nd acknowtedged herasbis wife;: and that 
^he'Fil&pamPWtely fviE>d <A] him in retnm. \ ;» . » 

. ^mg.x^^^o^. Id much w7?t;|(4)G<b^:<ADdl,i^nM«ia]i{^ 
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bouse, ited' chirlng fafisT isikj^ ^ifyikm-kA^i dWU^iwboM 
body 'mm seld) by- Hkre add Bovke ifot^idiBieeaei^i -^ Ai 
tbU poittt, bis'caremr of ttllanj? cbmuMnced. ' 'Eki p^ifae^oC 
ti^^bbd^ being' ^spend^A^j^xi^ldecoytdrsfwakatiWiiuiJii 
iElk-e^defr>aiidi'ibiiiid«red her, and wkdhmhodf^^^Ho 
and'itiwtf^ repeated (simikr tra^edieR Cwfilyev/Gr kbirleen 
times duving the ^Durtci o£a year, till at last di^:«f«i^tie« 
tected* 

t .'Motbmg caa^e9c^d the intense 4»elfil»biies8j'poid4ri<Mded 
eroett^ and' calcutatibg villany of tbesb trbi;taotlc«is^;and 
if the bprgans of Sfelifisbnesd and Be^truolitviiesa'be iM>t 
{banfl ib Burke, it^ would: be as ^momalilus dt^ if nenergani 
were fbund for the better qualities which be Ink) |nradoady 
d»ptayed« ---'' 

,' Phrenology is the only science of mindwhioh <iohtaio^ 
dements and priKciples capable of aocbuiitii^'ibr^>siinih 'A 
character fl(s that before us; and it doeis sdi iir a^i^riis^gi 
iaanittr* Wefhave seenra ibeasuremchit and^de^fepmetti 
ofl the. bead of <Bttrke/ tidcito hy ao'^e^Cfieri^ivdediiPtlt^iyf^ 
gist from the living head ; also a verywccuAitlf^aktt^diti^ 
head with the hair shaven, taken by Mr. Joseph after the 
ekecntioik ;^ and iwe have convert with[llt^ttie|lieili^g«iile>- 
Hian wboiaw the braiadbseeted. The Alsiidi wab VtlttiM 
abbv^.tUan' below tbe middlesiae. The* mii)d(«(}bbJ6P«h0 
bbanviib wMth are situated the organs of DeMtluifctiVe»^ 
Seoretiveiiessf and Ajcqusitiveness, was very lifi'g^^t ^»,t)&J 
fllriictiveneBS, in particular, the skull presented 4 disCiil^C 
gweU^ jukU the bo»e was remarkably tbiti.' ' The eeMki^Mto^ 
or organ of Amatiireiiessi was^ large^ an4 BttVke ^BlW;^^b^5^ 
in some respects, his ruin was to be attributed to the 
abtotts^ofl tlUs propeiltttyy Jbeeaose' it bid Ued hiinli^tia* 
bits which terminated in his gteatest crimes. Tbe organs 
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M Self-esteem «nd fFirmness were- also largefy devebped. 
It is.iuenlbned in all the Pfarendogkal worloi, that Self^ 
EESteem and Acqtisitiveness are |he grand^kments of Sel-^ 
fishess. The anterior, lobe, or that in which the ii^tellect . 
iftlpLaeed, although small in proportion. to the imddle lobe^*. 
wasstjil fairly developed, esp^i41[y in tHe lower region, * 
wliich.ift conneeted with the^ perceptive fftciilties.. In ac^ 
cordasice with this fact, Burke displayed acuten^sa amii 
iteadioesft of understanding. • He could read and write ^with' 
iaoility, and hiis^ conversation was pertinent andready. I^h^. 
iipper-pslrt c^^tb&'forehettd^ connected With : the r^eoting' 
dirgans, wa9'de6ctent4 The- organ o£ Ideality, which gives' 
Refinement and elevation, was exceedingly eSmaLt? that <£ 
Wonder, which promps to admiration, is. alsp, deficient;/ 
and the organ of Wit is small. 



Here we find the oi^ans, w4iich, when abused, lead to 
selfishness, cruelty, cunning, and d^etenninatioi), all-large^ 
but we have still to account for the faculties which en* 
abled him to act a better part in life. Accordingly, Com-" 
bativeness is considerably inferior to Destructiven^is in> 
size, and Cautiousness is large. These, acting in cotnbiw 
nation With gceat'Fitmness and Secretivehess, would give 
hitn command' of temper: and, accordingly, it is mention^ 
efl that he was by no means, of a quarrelsome disposition, 
but wheii ohce roused ihto a pasMon, he became altogether 
ubj^veiiiable ; deaf * to reason and uttei-ly ireeklcss,' he 
ra^ed^like a fury, ami to tame Mni was no easy task ; that 
is to'sa^, when- his' large Destructrveness was' excited tp 
st^ch an extent that it broke through the restraints of his 
other Acuities, his passion was ekvatied into perfect mad- 
lii^ssi Fartber,' lioki^g a^ the coronal surface of the bhiih^ 
J^he seat of thef moral' sentiments— i-%e find it narrow ili 
the antenot portion, but tolaably wellelevated ; thtt is to 

12. 2 m 
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say^ .thecNTgan ttf.Bciievolefice^ dktkbiigb aot at alt e^M 
ia site to ibe ^argaiis o£ the ammal piopeniUies befosd 
meiili(Mied> ia filirly developed^. > Veoeratiopi and Hope asa 
aiao foU ; - ^ile GeoaDiealaDusnQas. is, in Pbrenological Itak 
gua^,' *^ )ralh«r fuU/^ Qr». in comnlon speech^ tiotrtmiakii 
aMy defietenti Lovalof Approbalaon also b AiIL lotbest 
facuhies,.wa find .the elemaats of the .nsoralit^* whioh^ 
okaoifested in the eatJy part o£ hi^Jife^. and ako an ««^ 
jdanatiaa of tike; lu^,. jremarked . by aU wbo Mtgm him^. that 
hB.pbsaeflBadva laildBess. of aspect and. suavky of' nmnneR# 
yifbidn seemed: in iaetxpUeable cDOtradidtieii vdth bis.ecdd^ 
bkxxfed ierocity. . .If tbene had- been no kindneaa^a^ all in 
Bafke'^s nature, diia ezpreaaioa.^vMildiiiureibeen an tffiiM 
witkcnaiacaose*^: • <.: r ... //f 

... ■ . . i \.[i I ::c 

The organ of Imitation is well developed ; and it is men- 
tionisd. in, tfee Yl^r^p^ogiii^ Wj^rl^ tfci^t) a^rqtj ven^&Xiytach 
ip him is likewise large,) in combination with Imitatipo, 
prodOfi^th^ pop^r of atctif^^ otsim^uUiiqj^. It ip <W'Wf 
t^ ^efviB tb^ B^rke pQsses^d this %a]exkt tp a^ cpn^d^X*? 
able ex.t^i^t. |Ie sti^t^d, that l^e yr^ fox^i of th^ tb^^sUn^j^ 
atid(Axy^^oni^Uy fepre^pted.ag^iajtbe acting which he bad 
^«f^. : i^i^/alsQj, an4 W^ H^e, was the ,decoy^r^ y^^. :!?y 
pflretffl»dp4tHindi^^ fawning, and flattery, or by Of^^ 
\^\§pnjl^mce ot a friendy inveigled tb^ victims intp tbe^cp^ 
^b]&^i4ity ei^abl^d )ufn al8Q>V> oc:^ ^PWi ^"^ ^^. ¥i^t 
9i^y[f| w^itj^j f^. v^puf ipdividuf la^ ¥^ho visited him in jiaijf 
flfcej ^\m^ , eq|n^4^f^l^ . Musf; , iq ^dffjting himself . tp ti^e 
^per*w^3lrfvO|ftiW^^f?»§€4v^ and..fropi, t|ie ^^e c^uf€| \\ 
mA%WVfmVfff^^ ^^^c\x\t tp flifjpover w^jBn be ^f^seriiw^i^ 
jrbep:r90}y feigAi^- ftis. g^eat Self-Esteem,; Eiminefas, 
iC»utioi9^i|«^89 an4-^ ^^^^yepesa^: produced ilu^( aelf-Qom*- 
*^a<^ftPflpn^|il^f« composure fluc^ neveii fq^c^ki*® 



I 
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^ One 0f ttf^ mdst striking te^td of the d^^ m wfaieli tbe 
tHdrat sentiiiventS' are possessed by a crhniBad, is die ki- 
presndb which bis crimes make^^upoii bis own oooscHsnoe 
^hea^ the <}eeds baine been eGrmmitted .^ In John B^Iing- 
ham, who murdered Mn PerdvaU the organ of De^roo- 
tikneness is very 'lai^e/ while ithat of 'Benevolence is eitoee^l- 
iaglyd^cient ; and Bellirq^ham could never be^brougbi to 
fieiieeive tbe crueky an4 atrocity of the miivder^ ^ Bui4Ee, 
in whotB Benevoletioe is better deveioped^/Stated) that ^iitbr 
a long time after ha had murderedfais first vietioi^ hefiwofl 
it otleriy im^i^le to baiitsii'' for. a single' bcur .the reectt^ 
lection of .t^<EUal->struggfe^4-^e(BCreaQts!of ngstresa abil 
deispair--^i]« agoni^iing groans^-^and-^ILthe neaUUesx)£ Shfe 
dt^eadful deed. At nigUt, the bloody tsagedy, Bettaspm- 
iiied by frightful visions of Bupematnrai beings,' ;tcnTnente4 
bim iq (lis dreams. For a long time^he shuddered at the 
thought of b^ing done in' the dark^ and 'during itbtf n^ifat 
be kept a light constantly burning by his bedride.^ Even 
to the last, he codld notentiijely otercoine;tbe repugndnoe 
of bisr nioral nftture>to murder, but mentioned that hefomi 
it filic^ssiiry to deader hi&^feen&ibllities^with wii^ky, leairfing 
^iily ^ great a glimmering <^ sense ai io: be eomcious of 
^hst'be' ^BSi doingl He positiviely asserted ihstt he cMidd 
iiot have committed muvder when perfectly sobevJ, . : ' ^ 

• Btfrke Wasconrideral^ muscular, and in Ifae^st wiili 
the' hair sUaveti, liaken after death, the noieasurenleai of 
d^st^c^dtiess k two-eigbths ^ an inch. iarger. than, ib^ 
tii^asDirement taken daring life, which ttustlbe abaled i9 
cM^stknai^ df tlie organ. . ' - ; 



T> 
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We <^iffess t}iat rw^:dq( not possess enough of science ta 
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-^abie us either to vimdicale or rcffUte the rea^iiii^ eoiu 
Uiwiii ia tb^ atiove devtidpvaentn^ It is^ uaderstoodi that 
a gentleman who* hms alreadydifiUngyisb^d hifaEiself aaan 
opponent of Phrenology, is taappedr again as an/ ifippugn^ 
er of the dooftnne given forth in the above description, and 
- ijuestionlees he will be repHed to by. the amateurs of the 
(flcieiioe. , Onei thing must be! appatei^t in: the iiUovid ac* 
,fX}uot) thM while 'Phrendbgy is jpompously^annouoced as 
•.^<Hhe- oialy science of mind which contains elHnjents.and 
'principles capable of 'accounting for suk^b a .character as 
'that ibefbrei us,"' the. utmost that is attempted' is tOMgive a 
IPharenobgidal description of -the head,* atidta explain some 
^ttait^ of the character of Burke, and to endewtour to* re« 
conoile some discrepaociiBS in the dev^iopfmeqt, ^hldi- seem 
inotfoolyinconsisteiit witb eadi other, but which, takefo^ia 
connection with his character and aotionjs, would appear to 
ohy one but a' Fki^enolp^st) to be positive contradictions. . ^ 

It does not appear in this in^tanceiatileasty that Phit^no*-' 
logy .possesses any peculiar aptitude in accounting for aiiroh 
a: character ; as the knowledge that a man may.commitiat* 
rocious. crimes and hear a difl^reat ambiance to^the^wcHP^d; 
Mfatvl^tmfeiy'be actuated by a powerful motive; at o9ipe'tiq[%e 
which gives pJace to another at a diffierentt^easoQ, ai^l that 
again yielding to a third, is a fact that was suflBciently 
li:ritf>vto' befoa-e tKe:scieni3e swas {kfom^lgated^vand would 
hat4 b^en as intelligible a^ Pfarenobgy has madis it tb^ug^ 
'wicf had never beard of the science, and merely itelling us 
that such and sudi protubesailces on the skull d^apte such 
and such faculties, does not at allaccountforthe'chaFacten 
Many ignorant people also who cannot " view his character 
with a philosophic eye," might, inform us, that frequently 
a man does not get desperately wicked all at once, arid 
that there is nothing very uncxMsmn/ma per8dn.'b^hia3^ng 



tolembly WeitiiHr 4 length of time, and afterwards aUan>- 
ckinfng himself to tile most profligate xourses, neither is it 
unusoai mtivanigndrant man, >whei^ once roused into a 
passion, to; become ^ altogether ungovernable." ? We 
have seen suth a- thing occur where " large destructive^ 
iness*' was never exhibited nor suspected. « f » 

' > The learned Phrenologist then goes on to reconcile wliat 
has usually been accounted incompatible qualities, his 
" full Benevolence and large Destructiveness." .It isra^- 
ther too much to assume that the existence of the affection 
benevolence is sufficiently proved, even Ibr phrenolpglcal 
purposes, by quoting the story that Burke biiosielf tot4 
of his horror after committing the first murder. : Si4i:eJy, 
though this tale was implicitly creditec^, the merefaet of a 
-naurd^rer's slumbers being-haunted with tlm image of his 
'victim fbr a brielf space, cannot pnove the exisleece? of be- 
ncivolence; but we shrewdly surmise that the whoje is;^ 
fiction of BurkeX' and that he narrated it at a time, whw 
the well developed organ of Imitation, combined with hi« 
Jarge Secretin eness, was excited to such, a degree ^s.to 
pi;oduoe^ifig*;or simulation^ and that it furnishes an iU 
Ihstiiaticm of ":the tact he showed in ada|)ting himself tcK 
the person wfau addressed him.'*\ We happen to know that 
lie spoke quite freely about this as well as his other mur^ 
<lers ; that he went about it in the:most cool and heartles/s 
.manner; thati die two monsters not only enticed the poor 
old iwoman into the. house, ahd allured her with a s^owjof 
kindness, but that they aclu£klly, in this their, first essay, 
when they were just about to perpetrate it, jested upon 
the subject Hate askii^ Burke " to, go b^ and $ee hovf 
his mother-in-law was this morning," surelythen was the 
time for benevolence to exhibit itself, but we presume that 
Kis ** large DestriictiYeaess was ; excited to such an ex- 
tentf that* it broke through, the reatraiRliSzof .his 9tber fa- 
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^uKies/' and fotcid him to af^ffdoate fei bei^dto aod^iil&ai 
lemaie, widiodt even the inifemblie^aUklioB of bay^g 
f>revibU8ly intoxicated hiipaelf for die ptirpose^ aod on 
tlie neT^t o]iportonHy they could discover* i6 perform iiii^ 
HKHne bloody tragedy, without Isein^ ev«* treiibied'Wtidi 
compunction or remorse^ until bis o^gan t)f ImiCatidD, in 
Iconibinatioa neidi Secretiveneas, (produced' the fkmi^f of 
iUting, or simutatUm^ in the eondemscid «fU^itt Ihe Galionl- 
*illJifl. : : 

We suppose that this.^u^ifig^ ot^ mm&Oitiim^ vi wbich ab 
much is made by the eminent Fbtoenol<»gu»|| ipeaps neither 
more nor less than' tKut he was am aoooa^isbed. iilir, humI 
that faculty seems to have been in fuUop^^aetioii.wb^t he 
averred,>< that he could nevdr entirely ov^coibe the re- 
|iugnance of his moral: nature to murder, but that he found 
4t necessary to deaden his sensibilitii^witb^rbisky, leisiving 
^only so great a gltmmeiing of aensd aa to' be tonscious cf 
<what he was doing.'' ^ His Inoral natuib^ nittst'hlive been 
'df a Very accommodating die6criptien,,if it i:ouid wilhont 
rejMlgnance alloir him to prowl' about continiliiUy4iteraily 
^tekjlig Whom he might devtbur^ and^ by preloaded ktadl- 
%^, fj^ir^ and iattery/br b^ acting thea^mbbmce of a 
fkieild, i6 kiveigle) the viotiabs inta Ule dai,^ and wbeA 
1:here, to etiteitatn ' them with a show of bindoesaimd hoi^ 
pitlJity, kaA theniprotnpt hiaa^ todcaddk; his-senflitnlities 
t^iih whisky^ before it doiild pi^nnit^biii toeompfeteHre 
scene. But' perbaf]^ it was^ 'haa benevolenire dtat iodu^ 
ilitn to behave in thia ^ind mumier ontil the whisky shouM 
ex^te hi^s destruetiveness at ilie noioEient - that the isacrifiee 
wis jireiJared. ^ * 

' But the truth is that ^ there was neither ^iingov^mdlil^ 
furif^ " ' lior inttditicatioif lof eton^fi tar uxxmnA for Ws murj. 



dcrs ; thejr w^re all camimttc^ in cbkl bloody Apd witl|oj^f 
one. paliiating eircumstaBce ; .and althaugb h^ mgJt^X h^Yfl 
been dnmk idien scMne .of then) were conoludi^dd hje.wfi^ 
generally «ober during the ^preparatory! process of kidi^pt 
fnng, ' and instigating them to dnnk. . ^ , 

. Se, wad continually > dEUi\k». because from his .se^t^Qm 
working he bad leisure , for drinking^ aod m abundant, 
nippiy of m&aeyy and with these be would have indulged 
in the same Tk^e although there bad been no reason foy^ 
'i.deadening ins sensibilities/' 

•; Thesmidlnetaof the orgaaof Wit b ill dinect ppppsi- 
tion to the notoriety fqr humour and drollery he had oCrr 
quired among his acquai^itance. 

While we sHow that Burke was not such a reptiobate all 
his life, as be was towards the close of it, weques- 
tioh whether he ever. possessed much of ^< the efem^ts 
of inc^ality,'' even in his youth. Aq account has beea* 
aiddpted whiqh gives, some* colour to. the opinion that h st 
morality <was^ purer than the. actual &ct would warrant us^ 
td iliow. 'We have already, stated in a former number^ 
that. he served, only one. gentleman before entering the ! mi-» 
Ktik» Thiaisoh.his.own authoraty^. and .we believe alao,^ 
fcomthe same^oiirce, he was never. either .a bakec or m 
weaves^ so. fat from hieing three years a groom after hia 
cfochai^eifrom the Dcnp^^ imiliti% bei did not vemaia one> 
yeav in. Irelanc^ wbicb the datcjs will abundantly testifj^ 
Heiirst proved uqfmth&il to bis^wifei, andas wehi^e seeiK 
afterviards dbserted her an[d bi& children, on ctescov^inp 
that hisi£atheivin*kw properly- appreciated theiselfisbnestf 
ami ,worthlefi8ness>of his diaraeter, >and refused to trttatf 
inis(^toa far«.. His liytn^i^i^ adukery ' With the unoBlaii' 
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M^I>(>ugcil, clo^s not display great «ltaimnento.*iii.inor9tHjr^ 
as in like loAaanervhis unfaitfefiilnesBeven to ber, and Jfret^ 
quent brutal usage of her, cannot exhibit bis benevolence 
iaia very favoura})le light. It is altogether too much. to. 
elevate this unnatural and anomalous monah^r ihto.a;beix^ 
possessing some of the best and noblest attributes of hu- 
manity, merely-'that the • dogmas* of a favourite . pumiit 
should be supported. We opine, that the landers, of i the 
immaculate science ninst cpnt^nt themselyes: with the fame 
it has acquivedfrom the developments of jformerjamrder-*' 
ers, or alter the whole systems of meaiphysic^ heretofbre 
received^ should they not be able to discover a new desigr 
nation for the bumipst they ^ may find on a muiiderer'& era- 
niam» ^ - i .,. . ' . . . . J 



PROGEEDINOS AGAINST HA|UB. : . . 

'After the trial and! conviction of Burke^ some . vei^iii^ 
tefesting ^proceedings .wece instituted, by.the ,motber.and 
sister of James Wilson or Daft Jamie, the object of whiek 
was to .bring him- to trial for his participation in. the mur^^ 
der of their; relative.: These, proceedings have issued ia 
the liberation of Hare .after an. iu^gument and /detennina* 
tiori-in''l^ High Court of Jnsticiary.. This .questioiLjiaa 
Xse&a regarded by seme persons as xeally of no material 
knportance, because whatever might have been the. issue 
Q^ it,: means ;would) baiv^ beea iadc^ted by the. .public au-» 
iborities for obtaining a pardon for Hare if heJiad been 
fioUtid , guilty under; the contemplated . prosecuticm. . /IM^ 
circumstiLnce does.ndt, in our apprehension, lessen. theimn 
portance of- the questtoa,. inasmuch as. the c(mvidtibn anid 
punishment of any. single, criminal,. howeirer.atrbciMis, isiif* 
xQAtt^r; of . trivial; mpm^nt; when oompased with: thei graA 




J iie appeared xnihe witixe^B "box. 
taken in Court. 
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and IfSDnstUuuoiialf prittsipl^ of; ktw^^hich iQomKtitM^ ibti 
oode< ^f :^oiir oriiiiiiiai jtiri^riidextice; :yiewiti9(jt))esu^i pro*^ 
aeedings theiS^fbr^ in tfaisr ligUtv tJ^e. lias jrarely^ i£ . qtj^ 
beesDa :quQsd0a ifaiMlunibur- Ck)ui7t& 6C\Xiaw^ iiii.V(dyin^ 
priticipies of ^mor^ pftrabaimt iutecest, .aaritj x^lates^on Uie 
onie^h^tifii ^o tbe rights>and'p(s^mbf;tfae BuUic iPiromt^ 
lioiV ^ich sa^, ifi oth»e^^niUyl itlie)Bgbt8i mdfipiivp^i:^: <^ 
the pubiic ; and oiv^ tbe otheribahd^. tlse/n^tftiaQct.pnVi?) 
k^s of inidividiiiUs^liggrieved by tbe,peapeti)aUo»a€cmcA09^ 
vbicb -afiept their p»^r^y 4iDditbeir feelingsi! It:.beQ«»je 
a^tn^^ of i^eripui^ coiic^mment to bfiveitrcleaariy. aodj.wejl 
divided' by the highest legal fadthdritie9» >RhaA are Iheioi^* 
teat aad Ifimts of the Lord . Advoqate!^{M>wera liaiFMbliQ 
F«io^6utor, to eiiter ipitovcom a^aofia$£^ifi/&nmfii 

urbepeby he; tnliy afford ' t^fa^miiata imrnqnity iix>ipj fioiiishf 
Iti^t for participation in crimes^ on :d(toi^iiio»Io£i their jaf'p 
fording siidi' evidence as m^y be neqYUsiteiartfaelctisbd^ry 
Bitid punrisbfiHi^t' of offerees, in eases, whidi ffomtb^ jYeiy: 
tifttiii^ jean nether b^ traced out naor e^ablL^'d; fo odinuc^ 
don of the-defincjuents^ wiih<kit such iniiMniiatibnand him' 
dence ; and- how far such compacts may be earned, widiDut 
i^frk)giWg (be ptititeges of private parties, who are by law 
entitled to sue in tbe^ own name^ and fori their awn intert- 
^sts, fdr'^ redi«ss pf their- individual: wrt>ngsi?;.' .This; isi the 
tjuejstion whi<^ ba& been raised ia tbe presient ingtahoc^ kaui 
sifbi^h has i^w be^ri spleninty deeided by tbe!Si|J)retBe / 
Original <D6urt of ^s coanuy, - . ..;; -o 

'. l^e proceeilings referred to eriginated in an.a^)|dicalioft 
for Hdre, to the Sbei^ of Edinburgh, m the ^Clih f^lim. 
•1999. His petition was to tbe fo^owing : effect :-^ . ; . . ; i ; 
^ That of this date (November 10, 18£8) he;i^ ^p^e- 
(betuiiefd <^$i a warrj^tit <^ Uie Skef il^ubstittit^ gny&ted. on 
theespftifAium^ EiknLoltte county, and 

Wfiis ^Mnyaitt^ to iibe fiii of' ^J^ldinburgh ai piiSbi^ i^n^in 
!«• 2 N . 



d[iarg€f^«u2der4 Tint ihs fa^amita[ Ytnexmaoed b^ 
fope the Shan£Substitute of the fxamliy in rektim to va- 
sKHis^aots of .murder aUegod, or suspeoled toibaT^beeit 
eonmnittiid by WiiUamBurk«^ thai 'm custody, and oUier 
p^^sMS'S That in the osune ol these ^ptaminatioiis, the 
petitioMr was ^assured by the Public. Prosecutor, jthat if be 
made a fv^l disdiosi^e of all he knew, relative ta the ser^nd 
idkg^ munierflk -which formed thesubjact of ip<]uiryt no 
arimiiial pioeeedings would be instituted again^ the pi^in 
tioner himself in relaticm . theveto^ . what^Yer . mighi hi tba 
cir^umetoi^oes > of suqpicioa or a^Mront..|Mfiicip«tbn.or 
guiltiness appsanng against him ; Thilt iheupetitibnet waa 
exavnined as « witness^ and without jlue caution ^aildrwanN 
ing whi<^ it is the 4uty of the Juidgth&amiri^riMK^f^ 
U^'A'paply aoou&isd, eyery;lime he idtNTOngM^i^^ 
iMm^i^ and the^petitionei^ made a. full and .true di@(^9|j(|iia 
of j^ he knisw^ and gave «yery informa^U: be pps^ie^ 
in^rektibn to :all the alle^ murdei^s a9>to wbj^ihf^ ^^m 
esuBOsined ; and. tkis hedad under the as^uifanee ^fp^ffifH^ 
«nd in^Yidual safety c That one pf the alleged ipMcdec% 
aatoiwhiohtbe petttioner was spex^nined, .^a^ th$it5^,a 
patspn described as J^tnes WiUon^ ctmmouiy. kmw^ iff 
die :naine<if Baft Jainie ; and in relattio^ tp tkf* v?4t%$f^i^ 
^fbll^asc^^in irelatie^la .all the others, , th^jH^i^ic^^ majle a 
fiiU and tmia statement, and:^¥eieiiery infprmii.«ipi),he po^ 
aesse4» whetkei[ tektive ji9 the all^d apt oiism^&t .ItffoU^ 
or the means of* obuining or trading 49y cifpui^lanet^^.of 
Midene^ in. jcehitkm thf^retoi;, ai^d. aU. thi^, )ie ^| Spying 
^atheassu^an^.of .peBSQiud apd. ^Q4wji4t^ f^f$y.S^^t 
n^nttoned^ and tl^^ecNBpapiand trantaotipp^en^f ar/^qg: 
-Thfif^ dn. cons^ueac^ of the $it^ifimt and j?ifcpMS|ion 
ithurelkit^ ft-om^ and.proeuced thvoiytgh tlw ip^iitii^iV 
iiha 9«d( IKiUumoBur^ ^aas indicted. to ^twd tmkk§f9itf 
4ha^igb<£ion]rtx)f Justidla^^ in ibje mmH iiS Jli§^^ 
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last, on a fibel setting ftrdi 1iAeichwtgt».ot miMefirM^l^ 
all ;of n^hidi the pethibher bad been -ptbtoffOM^eA as afbrtn 
told : That otie of these thrte cbiurges- ms the fori9tM4 
alieged intmler of James Wilson, diabDaft Jamie :' ThM 
the petitionek* was included: in the fist ofwitnessei^fcnr tbd 
prosecation, annexed to the said libet? and he-ittuicitdd 
10 attend as. a witisess fot the pixisecution, 'm rda^on taali 
iKhe charges therein contained^ The libel iras fbuhd relB« 
▼iint to infer the pains of law; and the JPablio Pibsecii^ 
baving proceed^ to lead evidence against William Burkie^ 
and aibther prisoner, asr to one of the charges, (being the 
murder of Mary Dbcherty)^ the p^ion^r was called in^ 
sworn, and examined as a witness fbir tUe prosedition. On 
that occasion the petitioner stated many tbibgs in evidence • 
ivhidi'he'woaldnot hair^ stated, and coiildnot have.b^n 
Quired to i^te,'biit*for tte perfect' assni^aiKie of p^sdnai 
security given hhn by the' Public Prosecutor,' notrjonly'^ 
to the murder of Mary Docherty, but Jikewke '(rom any 
priisechition as to the murders ^bar^ in that incbetment^ 
and whicb was laid down and confirmed Irom the Bench 
cb the siod trial. It wais then stated from the chair of the 
Court, astbe decided opinion of the whole B«u;h present^ 
that the petitioned was fuUy protected by law agaunt'^dier^ 
trial or punishment for any of the chatges eontained;in 
that indictment : That notwithstanchng the compact . widi 
the Public Pros^outoir^ under which the petitioner wa^>hi- 
dnoed to make disclosures of ^eat importance to thepnln 
He interest, and to the administrition of jti^tioe, but whidb 
were caleuhited to involve himself in ciro^nstaBees of sue4 
picidn and hazard, in which be cotild' not otherwise have 
been involved; and notwithstanding the assurance of peri 
sohal iBafcly held out to tfa& p^itioiler ifrobi ^he betifch, 
prhniaal' proceedings have, withi^ these few daysi been 
institiitecl against the petitioners /at the injetaweiof Jia«^l 



WiliD|i:ilk^ec£8i«t^^:and Jii&dttWfi86&jalle||eldninoiWj 
ef tKe said Jam^ Wi|soB,49E&if.Bafc Jjuatie^ but ii^lio^ iUe 
pkitioner is informed,; and has. ceftBoa to believe,* do soft 
tmTjr possess Ihese) diaragterfi^ and, iiaire.prodiiciod iH> evU 
dence/thec€of; alnd ha has. been exantiiied. befbce: llie 
Sberiff4$ub^itutft asinpabrtj^ accused bf: that;Qff9ii€&,;randf 
is noMr. a dose prisoner in the;; jaal of Edinbui^h ^ fioiBBEik^ed 
for fitrtherexamiDatlon ai tolhatcharg»d£niiU'der.i'.!Ijbfli^ 
under the drcamstahces aboreldeta'ded, the petitioner i» 
^irised that, the: fnroceedmg£( thi^ institute again|»t{btflB( 
are incoidpete^ irregular^ oppressiye^ und illegal;; iidL 
that the warrant on which he i^ committed at theinsbiace 
oTthe said^ Janet Wilson is ill^a], and thatrheis ^entil^ed 
to inunediate liberation: . That the petitioner has been 
informed,! ihat the md Janet Wilios^, alleged. moidler^ 
ia»l Janet Wilson^, alleged dbsiter,. have applied ifoci.ajBl 
obtained the authority Jof your Lordship . td lead.a precc^^ 
niticn aiid examine witnesses as to the' peUti0iu?xVaU^ged 
gmltiness of: the said charge. And that an sw part^esLu^ 
mination. of witnesses i» actually, going' on und^r ithe 
authority and fbree of your Lordship's power aiid .eomptri^ 
sttor, in abserice of the petitioner, who is .shut .up a chi€ 
piiaoner as aforesaid. The petitioner has been advised tbiit 
this proceeding also is incompetent, irregular, and iU^al^* 
imd highly oppressive and injurious, ;. . ;. .: i 

- The petitioner prayed the Sheriff^ inter olia^.io tcdX 
the yrarrant on whichi the petitionecis. committed^ :aiid!to 
ordain liim.to be set. at libeiny4 alsoito put a stop tb..tb(s 
foresaid precognition or ^amii^ation. of witniessfis, and/Jto 
ovdaTm the same^in so far as\it hi^ alf^dy:.pn)ceedecily via 
be delivered to tlieilefk of Gourh : .. ■;. . ; . . : i J ^. I 
. .Upon which the Sheriff jprohoui^c^d an order lar sehdce 
immedu|tely oh Mr.jGieorge JAooru, seliditoi:,; SupiimiQ 
Courts, agent foi: Janet >\Y^^D^;^d,^^P^^ 
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at(linr6yicx!^:filleilid^ fi^aring: counsel or ag^ts for 
tb«p^ilid»efr, ami fdr Janet 'WJte^ in th6 Hieriff's Office ; 
a^di ihtiie mean timey sists £strther proceedings m ibe.jire* 
cognkion at the- iilstance of the said Jianet Wilson. ' : 

The case was accordingly heard by the Sheriff^ "when 
Mt. dH^ey opposed the liberation, ieuid Mr. McNeill stip- 
poited'thepedlionl Aftcir hearing counsef, 
. !TheS«E&iFFsaiii, tbis'is anew 'point. I haive always 
understood the right of the private party, to be as great, as 
Am of .this Public Prosecutdr; ' I do 'riot think the private 
party is prevented froxd ' investigating by any guarantee 
given by;the Public prosfehrtdr ;- and thelre&re refuse the 
petitioo ifor Itaie\ reisierving' his right to apply to the 
Court of Justiciary, for which purpose I shall sist proceed- 
&ig& lor two 8ays; ' The question -is newt afid delicate, 1)ut 
I see no reason for stbpping^pfroceedings. 
( ^ Mr.'MiiiiiEft :ihen stated tJiattheT^pohdenf^B a^ehtluul 
got authority 'ftom the Xord Provost to exaiioine Buifke^ 
buVjust as'hewalB about to ienter. the priton, a* note was 
pai into bis bond by the €bveriior frcnn the Magistrsktes^ 
staging diat until the judgment of the Sheriff viras kmmn, 
access could not be givwi. . The urgency of the case, and 
the iil^pplibabili^ of the objections to his examination w^re 
represented, and the Sheriff thought proper to provide ibir 
BurEeVexaminatk)V by a^hote. to bis interlocutoi^-^I^ch 
^as«s fdfiows': ''.:,/' \ 

^'KM^Mn^^h^^UiJamiary 188».^The Sheriff hafiiig 
nsauoied the^ consideration of the petiticm for WiQiam 
Hare,;aiid baling heai^ counsel fbrWQliam' Hare JEtnd the 
respondents, Janet Wilson, senior and junior : In reqpect 
that tbare is:no dictsion finding ^that tberi^t' of 'the' pri- 
Tate!,pi^rty'to profecnte; is barred Thiy .arty giiafan^^.'or 
protmse;of';iiiitonnity giiren by: the Pdblib Pros^tor, 
^efltte^ tbe^4e£re^of Jhe petition, but inlresp^ct of the no-i 

5 
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Telty tit the case -supersedes itirtliier procecffin^rifi'ifo ffta 
cogfMlon bi^}^ ilk Sher^^ at the iostadceof tbe re^pfOdda 
ents^ tin /Fnday nig^t at sev^ c^^ock, in order ihai W^- 
liam Hare Imc^iiavi an oppo^umty of applpog to ^ 
Court of Jdsticiaryi^i 

;^ l^c^4^^<^he applic^idn wfaidtr hak been niaddr>S> tl6 
Lord Provost ffar iUaterty to^see Biicke, by the private pro»« 
secatbrs^ is bdt bdoreiis^but renudns tx>4>exlispoe^ of by 
tbe^ Lord j'Pro vost.'' 

^ Hii^ judgbem lof : the Sheriff waa i>rought , uhd^r review 
of^the'Courtrof'Justiciary by. a bill of [uhrQcetion, land- of 
tuspension and Hberadon* ibr Har^, which" eame kmJbr 
c&codsioti before :the rCddrt tmi^tfaie ^th of the isatnif 
dioiith, "whea ' > ^ ; .- • ' • . * ^ ^ ' " 

r : IT^e^Loai)' Jm votick Outnx aaid^-^After ffaaving hewoi 
the co^nsel, I have now to state, that* the fOoort -have rei 
fad^ddy bcrfbregrvingthetr opiitkms^' in -the first ^^lace to 
inake an^order on the Lord Advocate to mAke any ansi^ 
to thi^ bilHfaat heinajr see' necessary.': The Coni^ l^lime 
to decide £lus qbestion in the ^vest niaiiner, after seeing 
^nibrmationB ; and' tbeicotinsel w^ inakb iiarangenients left 
l^iving tliem'in^as flpet^iiy 'as )^sit^ 

Jiifohnationsrwere then ordered # be lo<^^ on GWtur^ 
day ibllowipg: ; .^ . ,. ... 

'■ • lb obedience to this ^rder of OourU, answers -for tl^ liOitt 
Advocate, and Informations for Hare and the Te1ftti?cs at 
^ilson were accordingly lodged 4 and tb^i^ f^iordshi'jfe,' "€^1 
the 2d February^' proceeded.to pronounce jtidgniienit on d|a 
>ery nice mid impociant: ^xsints dF law exnbniced^i^itft^ 
Aiscussioti* : ". ^ 

: /fbe Lord Atlvocate^ Answer is 08 follows : 
"^ The Resppndent iiias not faHed to observe the guttnfcd 
llHnlns: inn^hidi tbS order ik conceived, calliBg upon biaor 
tftAy^ ii> gvve^ sucfar infoimatida § s: b^ abalt Aeeib yn^ie^ 



^iD^^tistts -raving bim. ffotaihe .necfeanty. oS jq^etttoniB^ 
$^e pQwer>jeven pf^tbis Court, loxc^uire^ id this shape^ a 
djisctoBure of the; grounds on whiob the J?uUic Protecutoc 
hB» been gttide^ ill tb^. exierciae jof bis Official jdbcvetiiuu 
XnfUieooed, Jbowever, by tboae Teeliii^.of respect whidi tha 
re<s|KHidetit hoB evcx^epdeayolired .to evince toirards this 
liiigh) Courts be., readily jAibwitflithet foUowUig statein^it^ 
in di^^^PQ^e^ Jtbeur wishes, on soiexitraoniinAiyajq^se.. .^ 
u Tbe mulrderof . Mary Docbertyi look place^on the oigbl 
(€ Fridayuthe Slst October.laHj;. aad on the evenifig of 
tbe. foUowing. .dajr^ Willxaia Burke^ Heka.M^Doifgal^ 
WiUiatpHaoe^ and ^MAtfguct^ lasad^ bis wtfe> were taken 
mtoxuatody. On Monday tbe 3d of. Norember, Buike 
and .M^Doygai wiere eKomined befiire the Sheriff*. These 
persona^. aA your LordsfaipaL Jiave bad joceaaion to 'knom^ 
diSttied^aoeession tolthecriine. J 

c . On; tbejiit^ of .Noveniber, William Hare andi Margavd 
Xiairdi nt^re. examined by ihe;Shen£ In the dcclarationa 
ibto emiUiidby them^^ibiy bothjositiTcly denied all access 
sion to the murder,, and stated that Docbtrty had. not rf^ 
tm^ finjr violence, fcpm any peracoi. in their; presence. 
. Ha«e.and his :wife inrereagiguDu examined' by. the Sheti^ 

oiij*bel0^h.of.NoTe«iber. . ., . . 

. Tbey were a third time examined on the l9thof Nof 

m(»h^^ ,:...., . ■. . -... .'' ■■'..•:^".:- •;-' '••■.. ' •' 

...^jt jtbeiet examinatidns Uitey lirmly.petteiiered; in.thoit 

farmer denial , ; ■ -• - : .,w.>j 

. . Tbe pxeccgnition bavini^ beitncomfdeted, waabiM before 
.the respondent, in, order to be fioi^ly. xfisposed-iif. :;A 
AmitiirMd now^, elapsed since the date of the xmirder; d«iri- 
ing which .peciod .the four prisoneidlhad .faeen,kq>tsep«K- 
mety.fi!oin each other^ biitno.dtsclo4ureJbadheeDr.niade.h|r 
any .of tbei»9 eitb^^as JUxitbe. jall^ged inttrdeir>:or)a8 tciihe 
ijwitaPipailio^fet^an^: q4 :tbftf«»iscd9s jic(»^ 
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ience to the deGeaaed. After repeated i^nd most mxicfim^ 
coQsidenitioa of jtbis extcaordinary case, it appeared to 
the: respondent that the evidenee, including the exaifti- 
natioB of miedical gentlenen, wa& defeciivd, botb le^lo the 
fact of Dooberty having been nlurdeised, and- as to' Who 
was the perpetrator df the deed* Conoemog' it of ]tfaii$ 
greatest importi^ce, for the^tisfacdonand security of ihe 
public, that a conviction should be ensured^ the respondelit 
did not feel justified ir hasarding a trial, on evident which 
appeared to Jiim to be thus- defective* He well k^w, from 
long e^tperieM^, how scrupulous a Scottish «f ary unifoftn- * 
ly is,' in. finding a verdict. o£ guilty where a capital punisfa^ 
mient is .to follow ; and he decayed it hopeless to look for a 
conviction, where the fact of a murder having been con* 
mitted w^s not put beyond the possibility irf' question. 

The only mode by which, the information essentially 
awanting could be procured,, was by admitting some' of tl^ 
accused persons as witnesses against the others. Anbtbor 
consideradon of still greater, importance /rendered this 
course indispeosaUe»^ > - 

•' Some circumstance abput this time transpii^, Wloch 
led the respondent to dread, that at leasl^one other case of 
a similar description had occurred. In^ such oircumstancett 
he felt it to-be his ioiperatvve duty, not. to rest Sfitisfied 
without having the matter jurobed to the bottom ; imd that 
he should, for the ;sake of the public intevest,' have it^as- 
certained what crimes of this revolting descd^Uon- had 
really been committed-^ who w^e concerned in.them— - 
whether, the whole persons engaged in "^su'ch transatftions. 
•bad been taken into custody, or if other gasigs remaaeE^ 
■wl^ose practices might xx)nUi^ue to endanger .hiiiMan life. 
Compared with mcb knowledge^ even a coni^^ctioa^for the 
nturder of Docherty* appeared immaterial. Bat such ^itf- 
formatioii could not be obtaii|ed bybjnngiag to^nat'«tt 



the f0ur*:peirsbiis^acpaspd/'.t :A/1 denvicthnK^ migit ItMidr>to: 
theif |iunfshmei£t^> biiit' it)eoaid nofc^isfecure tsuobla 'dtdel^ 

6i)i1re/i'>'>" .0 '."• ':*'-• l-y .-'' ^';'' r-f: V' " .; -rtot.p..^,^^ r;^! 

ei tO'^€|iie^pdfident:/tHef(y ras:it >iGkes[^to liiiti ilbi;v^ that id 

the eleisoise no£«' sound' 'dtsa;€itiioi]^-ii^ the performance; 

of Hia pdblie duty^ embi%iri%:eqiiall;fttbe iht^rett df :diill 

cbnitiraii&y' ar large;* abd lof tkm ivdatisrds: of ii^ Ured partial 

bcChad'nor cholceql<fft^* bbt rm^&ilbw^iKalr.cburse iiie.lbui) 

adbptedl ^ ' -: f""'. ■> ''^'^'f ^-»--' '^^^■*:' -'•. /•'• ^..,;,;--r f^n 

s Thft*6i^lnaUerifoi^>ddib^iialioh i^ 

f€Hip:ihoa)d3bei8dcic!ti^'«B!»rinie^ -^ /ft tr ;r 

/M^Dol^al opontiTetpr.ixi&Bedi'So ^ii^ : any 'hxfoFma^' 

tibn. .' '.I-'-' ;;; 

I'hedldnB^ di^^ori9^«¥iii«dr^tiil^n Ifia^fimd BuKldb ; 

.and {r6m tte^mftrnnaennyxtfiiKh ttiip rc(i{)on^ht ][ii)sfesse(^;ib 

af^pear^^tDiiibi^ tiieliv as Ir^ddes- ndWvQSiatrBarlce T«^i tiiet 

. j^iiBijparpaaiJ^j.agatAst'^whofe ir^fift «he^^r*spbnd«nt*s Aiit^jr' 

tor^fWDcM'. *iHar« «'X8'tlierefacd>%lidiMseh^ andr^ls wife^^Wfel' 

iikeh'hecaxxse he eouid-nror beAr 'i&vidaice i^idst her.. : - > 

, '11^^c0ui%6 hairing: be^^ aw mi^rikxf& #aii 

ntede*toiHa^fe l^^the a«thofityf»^'lte^respomd&^^ wfib'tKb^ 

viewrvtwbtg^^b^cdtoing a*WitH«^' «wd uh^ pW[>J)dsal ti^hteh^ 

^ma.^&}*mmd&im bTi]|-H[and Whteh^odid aot'p^o^ieaiiftdm) 

ttmf)M^wa8 *aocGpt^;^ H* xr48^inv<^n^equtm^ br<iilglit ct&f 

tbieiPi^itfts-<offic&'^B<^theJl%t 6f Dec^ml^f f(^i:^'ex^inMibtfif 

^b««, by^tee' autbwrtty of JthB ' r^pdndtnti b«? t^Gfei¥^«iftii 

alssarahoe fratin tt^ :^0^urAtot^Fi8da]9'tbat'if4ie^WdUld^9Spi 

xylose the facts relative to the case of Docherty, and to suoh^ 

otJ»6r tsriraey of ia shniki? nifti^^'cfbjaOniiifted by^fiu^le, 

c^ which be^' ykks'^ogmsaAt^ -he iA4ti)d nkd^ bet bic/a^i^ 

to: trial on' aScbount bf hii' ie^^M^rn tib a&y' bf ^ tb^^ 

1?. go 



stiothevi ■ Ip WB » mteiided f<k tW purpose of teoeWin^ iitb 
wMokl informotioEL whick Hare could, ^ve, in drdex xhaV 
the respondent might put Burke, and all others concerrwdL|. 
on/zUmt foF-all.tbe efaargels.vincft might ba ;6UUta»is)|ied. 
iii gi;ritig7'k^ itid rdspoyDJent ac;feed{}uadsbftiif-iinpii9ssio^j 
aisdr.oncfhe pDderstinding^ tbai^ iUiien. offefidceoaim'tQ b^^ 
hnbu^ht^tariigiit^f thd- coar^ :of di.m^Mnid^ biUbtj^tidti) 
Qxeiiedirph ^at: (tfaie^publib instance^ siuh ^s^ur^nee ^^itogethsr) 
efaodbdildj^trud;) at.'ihe ihskmce JoflatiijilpDuvate) psrt^i Ilnl 
its nature this assurance was thus of an unqualiftodtrde^; 
sei%)tioni >abd Sdb- ca^culaifiAtd lchd(lhe!tp^ 
that the possibility of fuliiffe<^oal hot {mmfibsieritly^siiiiGrfi^! 
Uji^rfiiilirdy ^Keludcc}^ oTHe aeiBm'avibermmft fo ta}|^(ItM>e 
understood. .rurt 

; ^:ii$tni9e(|ueiii$d[ a£^ijicW5»»r«ipej:Tttarfe emitlfed'^al'fie. 
diSipEAim^ - detBtyio9)4te <ih::iivMtftBieQ9rm>nflect$dt irilh ': i\m: 
milrdfiiJ/ of Mir jr ? Dpebertj, and . p-ith jfimifet- (XsrimtB^' if: 
w^icb Burke had beds engagedi ' Of lhese,,tbe::ipto^'C)fr 
JwBe$ Wilebdy and &£MArj Fikevma «>r.MitdMlp nwfne) 
two; md .1* wa« trmi tht ^Unilsi w}iliihrsHei!e««o;;'drtaiIed^* 
thgdr e)Mid«mce was.otMfaiifed&oni uneiceeptbriablfirwkBe^i^s, 
Qf{^U((^h # natiiire , a»> leiiAbted the iregiportdeat iof^teing ;fiBrt«f 
irtrfd 4l*»e/t^mjt^ a^ i*uhsl»ntive.ftct»ia !tb«Lfetttie»iiiU' 
diol^fteb^.vhi^h diarged'BUfk^rwiji^-ithei wtUHderjofdkffflgr/ 
BpcbtflTty. ! By tht^.proeeiedhigj tH re*pofwient «oo«?iyedI 
tJwtijbfrbftdrftiUy <ialfc6edrfi0* i3!tflyirthcr^iri^]on;f)feb4ii4^iiffij 
tiqe, flwUi Jte rigl)l» «(iwl feolingei jofi (iiU tlwrfei ^wfeii aw>f de, x064f 
mttfiii wiih.iih^.\xii^^^ tiivA 'jreferoedb 

/ilf^ilbe irtdJelwiwtgcWBiwBiiHftifff^Bdi hie wifirnrere^di;:*! 
sf^^)il^ tbd Iwttipf *il«fess^ri, ^longi^witli «J1/ tbd^er^eil»oriB> 
v^d^9 ^idfBce the rt>wpo»dientiibad()beBn ^aWe to^obtera im 
consequence of the disclosures which Hare had jauufa^ 
HffihJ^oiJMi rftSposdfWtJ fnt«^rtbe C«*rt oOftOwi ^^of 

o s ' '^' M * 



wife as to each o^' Jthe thi^ murcter^ set f)prtfi'»in thdim 
rfirtmetttl ^ ttoW'he ivas jM^et^ertt^ ftt^n so doing the Cdiirt 
(s^ allre0y««^are. HiHd Burke beed icqtiitted of ©dcArtrty** 
murd^f, ¥he msponden}: nd^t,' i^ tfae (^cbiifgeofbts d^tJ^ 
Have f»n)c«e^ted tVtry ini» oiv thrdtber «#o char^ev^ 4aid 
itt p44(>f krf 1)«R*v, Hflirft attd^ his* wife tnilsfl l^vtf bb^n eit 
dM^dds^^^ribi^Asi^i A^ it ^ ttv^yi W^l-^ b^tkpA4^ttced 
oti^ «hifef >trial; ^<* 4t iwis ift64^ til* tof<^i4k)n MAIiitted from 
Jirft^^cttii^«Mttfa!^fdr l«d^agiMt^i'Hhti« th^ ^&s{k)iidbat 
conceives he-W2ldJ^i*a*fc*td<^ui*tf'ciohi4<itW. - "'ovi .rii 

^Uh^puMi^^^iB^fK^e^'^has-^iiioe bi^h #lelMrA^ 
quence of its having turned out, after the most anxiou-a^iw^ 
qmr^pn^kt < m ^mh obtikl^' be 'brei^t ti light ifl^lfich 
'HurcMbad; b4efi'«[^ne(^i^f exc^l^g* f bi)^ ^tdi wtfictb ^kb^ 
elidclbstfree m^ hf >hiM' ^iid«ir ' ^he abo^^ 0M\mxif^^f^ 
lawd;-'? ' ■'' -■ '. ■■ <■'/" ^ '•••• •• '•- ^ ' ,' •^^■- i -^-^ ^-> ^«f'^ 

'' lit r(^gM**td tl*e-*ri«iei'^td^'<«fedkjfe6rf,^ Wheebei' th^y'Weil* 
ktotodifd^iiv th4^ 'itifdkii^ent 'd^ or ii^t;i th^T^ 

8?tK^6tl^ ti#PiB^, lA 'tbe kmks^ntidus di^hargi^^ hW^^^ 
ai!!nkdt4(!^'4h<^>^s^i!iMnc^^(l ^ '^ivett'ltvbi^h ' bi'a m^if^^ 

tfi^ Either d^ those ^S()ks^%1^ii]r§tanc^^^ and b% witl^tkH 
Aitfke tffeiy strtii i*#«ftn^.' IM ifeed^hbt^d that^^^hottW 
slr(^H^iy fi^ sfiich lE^ ^roceedit)^, uf^ liis piKWl^^yiid^ 
ti^riidKlf^lil^iM i^lf, ui^^^th^dt^'llrid bffice^' afkf MgfttJ^i^fli 
jy«biS*>W¥h6»fadifefi«ritfratiert^\^^ ^^ -'^i^ '^q ^*irf 

- aWtittg-^^huSfvii^f^o^flBfoiiif^ \vHb tW -oMlei^^fi J^ 

detttiJtd>{JlM)i>fef{^ift*i^^^ situation id whkdh ^tfeii 

*Ubtli IPttt&ifetitor Mkftd^, iit rfeference^ tte ttidrdeW^etf 
f6«h m the bJH of advocation^ -th^respoiidei^t %k'a^6nly t(i 
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add^jybat,^«poi||ierv9iog,|he atad btfl, be 6nA$ oe utateoielit 

ilShejitifqrmiitumi.pi^t in fcNC Hiir« states thm tbe qoes- 
tioo iM^jr tpibe.res^y^ i^oWJjc^MrMicf iofarmiml (Hare) 
is ptx>t€i^tfd {r^is^ fyf;il^^ fifijff^f»fil process in ordeF$o-po« 
biibn^^t^jTor tikfi iDMiideir; 9f> if«M«e^ rWilsoiioWMif fi^ 
Jamie ? : X^/tJ^B 9firr^^ tjifj £|^ ^pd cirjPMai^tan<^es wfai^ 
bajre giY^ riie to ibeciQ^sJliW) aiul BU^eswtbe Isgak^g^mmis 
on which Hare ras^Jii^ ^ppj^cat^ioao, the 'Court ^libe*^ 
ration fi^W IW^o, «Ki fttig^Wt i^ne^fc pioe^fi^lfk l^^subval 
the grounda^pf his jpM» «iHl:«l3PII^<feB.lbiis.:-p-* 
, .The principleis of law, ,aqfl th^ direct and reewft awClkN^ 
itjr JQOW: jBU^ ajT^ jj^i^icieptyjt is mtbjpiitiQd^ to g^ovem this 

CtSft. ; : ,, '■...; / ■.; . . a; , , 

(! Even if thp priqeiplQiqf lnw md, the: auAboriljTrrefenraif 
to had been je^ plain and satis^^ietory tl|a« ibej^ are, the 
informant migh^ . with gr^atic^nfidilnce, ha!ve realed hb 
case on the principles of ^' humanity, justice, and po}h^/^ 
which am w4 tpn the oth^r}Sid!ec ^:b^'at th€(&aQd«tion 
of the r^l^. ^f ]^Y. which secmras pf^ie^tioii to m wttqesa 
9Qepj^,4:rimnifi^ m^ wjiichjindfie^* -Pervade, and 9i«i»t«r» 
P9y^n withj.eHcry pWi ^^^^vicijiipioi^ law pf SciqlMn^ 
i^d m$gf; lirgl^ J.he,/B|>pe4e4i^. ii^ith^ absence of a^j'ollKsr 
gmd0*/ Every tj^ipgadyfrpe to ftheie.principte„ at)d)0^* 
t9m\y ^very IH^^ jadvers^; to thew, must, he. >r^j»«g»jBml( 
ti^iybe spirit o^ tbe^law, T^e.prQf;ee4iBg8,whi|eh t^ i^&r* 
iiM^i\t now resists aiiitpC.til^is.cfaaff^teri whi)^ tbe f^yef rbe 
has preferred to your l40i;d^i^;is p^ial|y in ni^^po ifi|b 
tj^i((^ grfiSLp^ p^nciple^; yvbtch .^f ^. ,th^ ^ound^tio^ pf ^ our 
criminal jcod<^9 ^^ ^^ Wtem^^pg^d'^lh, the admkii^tcii^ 
t^p of .it,.; ^mi I^!?Jships )^^ kf^^Tf: , y jMi. ti^.a^^j^ 
f^isw&c wl^ ,Ji^ bM the m^sfp|rtugp:jQ l^ ac^^ ^l^P 
PMblic,?rfl8e<?pjtor of a^ts o^f OJH'?!^'*, ^> whi<?h|h^:m,ay ,h«3?e 
been innocent or g ullty. Let it be taken either way. Sup- 



liQjyiiited by: erimeftof the bteckest ^fe-^oiie^irf j4. frat^n^y 
iwbo caQ9f)ir«d ag*in$t Ae liifesoftbe l^es^.and vfli^I^lM?^ 
ried. ari ible /Riark of f bHpodi with , a ^wjrejjy rftn^> a sf^c^jeas 

£b«frd»$t iwithout b©rnir-M«t . the tpitMeo^tor^ dewiJle his 
ishilraoteir b»djhmr.ftt|»e8riii.aiiy.l«rigu^ thfey |Heaae-r-8Mi)» 
in Urease, aa iki'«hrerj otfa^y.jnstke m^it be(Qb6Qr,^^^)alid 
,the: : law, oniaL bei Admisifi^itd: in . ihe. ipifiil .^ Jh(ii#ftiii(j% 
Aod wiftbiA in««Rfto £atoe eooseq^entea. If his.hai^ f^Vy 

j^iiatei* isrUie bcs^filiiehfebJie hatiConfiMediQ^n thfipiiU* 

iacyhyA&yin^jopetialkthiihviA^n aeis.aQd secret; mmi^f^ 

Itmni (^ . thht' confedecaey^ : stad: the ^realielr th^. d^ligfec to 

whkh, jia lhe>.evamirf)C»iftl, ,he ^jas exposed; hinip^lfl by 

.fpnfipg.tgay^imionauuoh orrany-evid^iit wbai^Ver in.,;?€(. 

.gardi to ^aay iof itfi inoisaptioos and deeds. . 8i«t :he aiad^ii 

loiinpaoilr.f idi Aa^reprasen^alivfe of the imerest^Of tfc^^pub* 

iifs ;7«ifwl ihe has. pv^R io ibtey^Wiciuby 'thmt repif so^ta- 

,tiTff$ the.taimifit rf all-: hk kacmledgejrf these. tr^p^Uoi^, , 

ii»L=coi>«idi3jrateclB :»f the bowto^nity haVjIog ;relf ased, bifli 

{from.M c\mmyff^t ipuntBtenent. Thi> .oompw^Mving 

beeo a^ied. upoi}*-f<^0y^y mlbriiMition ^iirhipti tbf Irtfomiwt 

.p<^s§9$ed; hf^'mgh^&ttxdM¥fn from btarr-he buying bg^ 

^b^i^ly called, rufweto appear afe a.-witeess ii) j regSErd lo.^k^ 

.IJ^fcy wufidf^t now iMid^r ^onstderatton^^be having been 

jpja^ in jthe w&aaasriMcJ:^ add hairtng pnbtielji^ gi?^ «tti- 

,^|fee tfy,reialionlciiAp^trdC th<*fefir0C€«rtipgsr to'iftbi^blbe 

i^, w4, W b#»e^lbj?eii7ai^8»8ry»«ftd;bl^^);i|r3<^**^««^^^^^ 

.pp-aneetedi M»«#iC ^ith: the dwipfi a^Jt^r^ , wh^iie A?o^yi^ti0q h^ 

,^*M<iMj[ and haviogiexposed ' the jsji^fcctoi^raiStllwd. ©pen 

, xhe sources of jevide»c»*:^d;:^h^s^iiOT^sh#d . tke mj^ 

Jbrio^i^) biin^6it^/toiali< if'itbftt were^kjgmp^iiflit-THb&rne 

down jEi)i,l^]dySwWiP*i aid aiiiripulidad byperija, Jby y?hwh 



he vi^oulcl 'dototherveise harve bei^eti?ifbife^iLttoe(.im^e»gf|i 
pf his defence impaired ot takeii^ kwsyu^bit 'c^«i^«ei^ 
With huTHfitnity, or jukite, or prflty, ite^ iwDi: individual 
metobers of the community, wtb^U the ^M^idy by Wiibt. 
out giving ndtice^of 8ucbiat6i;iiti6fi^'«boaki«fn0w <i6me ^. 
^ard, t6 viokitt' public tfaith, jatid-to^rairthii:iirFdnitttlfDii 
'given for 4^6-, bkiel^t )of^' (her rpubhei ag«kMitlMi4ife ^f thiiiti 
^ivl^ogave i4J^«an*td&UKeDn t^^'^oob^^ wtmet^mi- 

df Jmti^/^bcl'of policy^ isropposeclob <sud^^ prdtteedla^. 
'^I^'here^^ p«iecedeot';:u^fli«» i&pno jmti^itfdbrJBUcls mprol 
^^be^in^. f' 11i^^ h]d&)fmant iaotMliUvtbflriidii^f dhat hd fara^ 
^bt^^ Md ^Itt-oteotion^ ' l?be<IHiUiid^'F»nec||4»rt kotdd in 
thfe belief that h^ wa^ eiirttled:tovsecubeVaiid^hkl4iecared 
td bim, tl^at prot^ottoi), and ,hckd) dbn^iscx ^'op theiuldniate 
b^n^r^f the puiiiic, in censuring the;icxxivkdoi^'and ptn». 
ishrflf^t of 'an' offender} 1£ both piaities ^ierrsdiastb«iiriio»- 
'tidtis of the law, theyerred^in tomoicfn rwitit rfaiquixrtqir'vof 
yottr Lordshipis' number, cjliiidiai^iiig t^e^ mosttiiaaportani 
-duty <ff thfe^ Supreitoe Cririiindi CSAttrt.- If Ji3ie kur/isr no^ 
fott the firsr^tinif', to be deoiored against that mideittai^ 
itig^ttttdbpinlon', 4ei the opemttowiqf thlsiiewrdekli&TiRSOli 
Ij^WttlJifcci t6j^<tir^'ctfsesi-^taft '4^«et-thi^ titw^^iatfe*^ 
thi^gji^thtb af teratibn < of ai deiibei)a1fi^> j«fd|;4tiiNi^ d^^^^^S^ 
' pVetti CQUtt;' operate^t<> the-ipi?€j|idkte«iii^iiljdiy)c(!( ^€fcltf ^ 
' fofAiants A^bew tbatterg sre^inr »espfci»tti/him/no*feirgeir^eiKw^. 
To rdicywheirwiS^l^^^nkl'bi ptodMldiw^^ bbj#<9|. 

•'Trie dndsbfjusteee^^wk^Mh* ri6t^4)d«hpfeb^tpj^ >^ti^ 

'p9Lhtidfaifh tJ^ottW 60'*^(>A>tt«<«ttd/4ibdi%>all, t^ iftfci^nit 
^huld'notM^hwde afairMd. Thfese^oittswferrftidfla-^tifcfe 
hii^ si >silffl)cient'^wni:o tbeinterpoait^oii'oflybtt? Lbt^^hi^ 
to ^event farther proctecdi4^:again«phiito'. « .:»vj j^ v;./ 
• The Informatioti giv*^un Utyth^^Sr^imtte^ eg JM^ 
JWil6oniaal8ot)f.giieatl«igtb.^ = I*ia4iej%i4tttt«y^ ' 



,3, Tl>afc^th5& right '<rf tk^) prirale 'pnny. toproseoute ifc 

•iM[I fqrtfe? ffibowif, bujijfe recbgoiffed Jjy tbe latief t iautfe©r-< 
Hi53^^>4nd4) cQnsiftteiit itrijtb tJ3^ 9909t fipadameptftl piteimpj^s 

th^ mi^ ^ 'jt*w>!p|PQ^ecMtot^ i'jTjhjejfi. state tben^elv^rlonte 

found to be a murdcfenjl r+r li-::^yf <iiU i: ■ iv/ ' ; ,i -^' ■ / 
' X^^ally speakings there ar? pialy^tiflfo,6ituatioT»an: w^hjch 
a p r i&qo e r ca n act ua 1 1 y pj ead iti de 03 n i ty . in bar : ol ' trial » Vi ;£, 
Previoy^ afijqiiitlaL by a Jtiry, or reini&*bD by theGrosirUi 
These ore ihc two constitutional modes of freeiog an acH 

in^t^Qftipf ^tbeci^AKo Ji^roascllldr <)Ct6fothe3pciTajte: paiftj^ 
SViti |he . point; which' iSbe. pi^oseautoiri'are(>anxftolis to loala^ 
]^l^$h iaitlii^ ^tf!«rh«teiy^.khaj;r betfae .lutisr^ ^.tlie {^YUlla 
a]7r((pgeiiQ$iit(|p$iibwflenitbe(F<t4blie. J^ andtfae.criiBk 

j^^j/i^iwhatevef loat baiid^ bedribis itndujcemeiit to. give up 
]|^;ri^t ofciliin^ u)pon;bbki tQAn&mriaAthfiibar.DCjiiBtic^ 
|5^T:itlje3jri?ne.^f phd^itfe i?.guHtjryjtbAljaiJi;aiJfe«MB»tf.ie^B 
not4^Kii^efilJ9efffiva44 paf^y:)o€;bi3 rig^riti>iii»si;ij[»r tin^ 
fj^ 'fma»i o£iMwe^ JXf.tk&l^ f^^nfemplatecLidftepfim^^ lOij 
t^e.y UWiq'JProifciitor: Undepri^ /^hp fim«tenptrtlyx«f iJbii 
right to prosecute, by arrangements to which the latf^.vjf 
«^;{M^t^, il^1%ad brftt€»&itf<i^Iai<l ^timobn diairisbicpAvali^in- 
JitivoycJEt^'sbaU bolAtlanf^fid^^hdaiaiiserk mftiiftiipinn|ld/bK)squ 
GT)^ ps^B^t^^^ftbe pfOHtciitorvv hoWisffeDiip^'jllyaViitUnr l§n 
gal right to investigate the circumstances attendiogjl^*^ 
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de^h of tbejr ne^rr^athiil^d td iMibt-lilef tdcil^^ct'^^arty) 
if they ^badIfi^^»4Kmetit^oi»fid to^^^ 0^ cAlitiDt^be mtet^ 
fered with by the proceedings of the Public Ppdi^utor^'W 
eirdatttsAtfiicdS ^v^ ^htehlh^ bive>n^ cdttti^di ^'tfilji^' siy, 
tfttti thtd d^trine i(Aa^t,bi^ l^id; >b^d^uii6itF'i9^d^^ k'ti^^H^ 

rl^'jrf'pi'diieccitioB, Wiiicb hiM tie(^lPpfO¥0dil!# t^t^tst^^ If 
the; t>^t: be iB th^ private ^tt^yMwt$inUr h&^i^&s^d 
ftb»lf Vbe^, ^ ihe>d0Hittf«itMSie&tkm« wfaldii pM!sib«Oi«[eiitt tH& 
firimihal aiod a third jiafty wer 4i1uM «lMf3f jh^ifi^ m ^^kiktol^ 
but to iirhoiii^^on llw oilier bukd, tbe^kPirigiirei iH^f^n^^df 
diiprivHigf tb^m dp tliat ^ri^ht '<^f deiHMndibg^jiifill^.^bd 
V€iigeimce which it has vested in {b6l»j? - j i <>; 

i- in'poiocoffoitoi, indi^ it is^ ti^ufred ithiit ihe^^Ik^rd 
AdvocAt^ shoald^grifii im>d>m»ihfsi^itoiia^pi<6^ 
ft»«e th^ High Court of Juatioraryv 9iiii4h4»*firft|i is es^ 
ttfblifidied, not for die purpose of i^owiii^^at-hi»p6rtb]s^ 
tion to prosecute is necessary, bnt for the fQrp6iBfS^ib&i^'^ 
ittg tluit there is a p^iblicikqury^to-be tifidicated* as w^l- iiff 
aprif at6 pai^y to ■ be satined; Aocoiidingly, ^^A^'hdatd 
Advocate has no rigfat ta jrefopse) ihis ebiicbiirs^. : llf^ he 
shduld; reftise^ he can beeompelied to'^rantii^ fpr this ^y 
resuBQUy thab^Aw^^atM/u-biir^? of Kirnxodi^cmtftl^^pirif' 
vpte party jOf bisiegai i^hui ! SiUse kmi was: tolstiiledfliy 
ii/Dhl Alemore, On the ecvbplaint of^ S^uiioHo ^€^tHtk^ 
agaipnst ht» Majesty^ AAtbcme^ Juif^itbe 3lst 4T6«i'^M^ 
thi^ Sflim^ docti^ile^^ laid do^raT by 'o«9* 4ut)foH(iie8^^ 
j^Here^otadobs in support ^eflth^albbvevdOc^nne are iimI^ 
trddueed ftt^m Siini|st^ p. ^M ;^msi fnttf ^m^^l j iL 'p^ 
!B3*}'-^ "-'^ '''^'^' ■' *'^ '■■' '-" /-i't-r; ;<: ,>.:^a' /u ( . :n,..: 
- 0!^ ^fduitoib {rieaded^ 11;! Tliat Cbii 4orf4s efimffO^^ 
is^aonly jROteeied bf the :in«bil|^Hcetiof ttha^ Goun >4riili^ 
r^garil 4o: lAiiecpartiailar crime «s t(| ^i^h ike gvv^ 4^ 

7 



. i^ornfi^rly W socius crimmis was not receited as an evi- 
dence in the criminal Courts of > this country, bjedayse oi 
^he interest which he was supposed tp, have itt patabU^hiug 
the guilt of the individual accused, and thus freeing him^ 
self from the imputation of the crime : and the practice 
which has lately crept in of affording an indemnity to the 
witness, for the crime as to which he has given evidence^ 
does not appear to h^ve been recognised until subsequent 
to the case of Jameson in 1770. . In the case, ifcccordingly^ 
pf Macdonald and Jameson in .August 1?70, when the 
objection of a witness having been socius crimini^ was fuHjF 
debated, the Prosecutor in answer did not say.tha^ the 
witness, by being, examined, would. therefey be exempted 
from prpseculion,.but only , that he might. hope for ;im|ttM 
ntity; while the visage^ at that time, .of.gr»Jrttij»g. ^pi^iai 
pai'dorl, to accomplices for enabling them. IQ; give: evidence^ 
opnfirnis ^t hat haa been stated. rAt wh^t period -a d\S&h 
ept j^Ie. came to prevail > does not. appesai!. . Bto)n iiMxM 
ccHiiC^ives- thal^ the practice miiy have,' commenced from th<^ 
jrule.ji^rodui^ by 21st Geo. Il:X2ap< 85» astoap^iQwlat 

pfipBFIce. .J V • ; -■ . ' . ' .; o/rwi ■ 

., : The AocinfH^ maiptJujiiBdon the part of the prisoner i^ 
th^t he is relievfesd, not only from the eonsequenee& ai^ 
iaching to, his participation in the crime as to wthich he has 
)[>een cxami^ied, but algolas to others, in regard: to *which 
the same parties may have been implicated, but -which 
b^ve not been, the sufej^t of atrial. . This argument; ex* 
.ten^Sjthe d^trine of indeia^nity niuch farther .than it . hat 
,y^t been carried. For the question undei? went .grave ^dis' 
cu^sipp, jandthe practice; as thenfoilowed by PubtiCjPrd- 
;Seoutors and recognised ^y. ^^ Bench, is distinctly stated 
by the Learned Judges , in, the ca^ ^f Doynie, wh^^'was 
jU'ied for high; treason in the year 1794. The disaussion 
^rps^ iipo|i certap qyeitipHS being put to a witnejsu^ Of tj^ 
13. 2p 
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name of Aitehesoa, tending to crimipate himself. The 
danger had been pointed out by the Counsel for the ptu 
toner, to which the course of the examination might lead^ 
as the witness might confess that which was sufficient to 
isonvict hini of the crime of treason. The doctrine laid 
doWn by the whole of these Learned Judges is this^ that 
for what the individual told the Court a& a X'itness^ he 
could not afterwards be questioned; but they distinctly 
state, that if the witness^ after being put into the box^ re^ 
fuses to answer^ he would not have been entitled to ariy 
protection^ 

[The information then goes on to narrate the trial of 
fiurke, the circumstances of which are ali^ad^ well 
known : after whibh it proceeds to tb^ examin^tioii of th^ 
suspender, Hare, as a witness on tbe trial.] After admi- 
nistering the oath to the prisoner, who was brought for* 
Ward as a witness Upon the tHal alluded to, Lord Meadow^^ 
bunk stated to hlm^ <« Now we observe that you at^ at 
present a prisoner in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, and 
iKim wbi^we ktio^ th^ Court undler6taiid& that you must 
have had some concern in the transaction now under m^ 
v<istigation. It ik therelbre my duty to inform you, that 
whatever share you inigbl hdf^e hlid in that trantoctio% if 
ysou speak the truth;, you can tte^ver ajn:^wards be quesi 
ttoued in a Court »©f Law."* Lord J^^fice Clei^k— -« Yoti 
will understand, th^t y6u are^ called here as 4 wittiess tei 
gardiug the death of an elderly woman of the tAvAe of 
Cabpbeli or M*Gonegal/' " You understand, that il i* 
cmly witji regard to her that you are now to speak ^* To 
M^ question, the witiiiess replied by asking, " TV>u!d #0^ 
ittAn^Sir?'* Lord Justice Gbrk^ « Yes.'' but #hat & 
pertiaps of iFtill glreilte^ imporfonce, it #ill app«?ar tbkt li^ 
'was not permitted t^ an^Hi^r qui^^ns which might otheH 
W^ kai^ b^eniof 4riip«niMw« t^ the fildividual ttrtH ^d^ 
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trial, upon th^ grouDcl tl>at be would not be protected tip^ 
pn so doiDg. 

From all which the$e facts are indisputably e$tahUah^ 
viz. 1st, That the witness was examined as to no other 
murder than that of Docherty pr Campbell. And 2dljr, 
That he was distinctly warned th^t he was not bound to 
i^nswer any question wiih regard to the other murders 
4M>ntained in the indictment, because a^ to any other mur- 
kier except that under investigation, lie was not protected 
by ibe Court. 

The present questioiji therefore stands Jthus : Hitherto i 
witness has only been protected from trial fbr the partieUf- 
'Uur crime as to which he bfts givea evidenqe. The prison- 
er has given none as to the cripii^ of which he is now wo 
cused, and therefore he has ^pi been pli^oed in that" titiua- 
tion which entitles him to the pix^tectjion pf the Court. 



WbWjtbe qpurt mcit on ^4 F^ru^y; the BiM of AA- 
yoqition ^ Hare against ^be i^earee^t of ikiq qf James WIU 
8on w£^s called. ' 

Mr. Jeffrey, addressing the Qpvirt, s^k^ th^ir £iOrdalit|is . 
would not suppose that he h^ apy noUoin pf re^umiiig 
the argument, but the qase was brought to s^cb ^ point 
that he might be indulged in mailing pn^ rcipa^. ' Jf, yfjem 
maintained on the pan of the suspe^^er, th^t the I^tibliiC 
Prosecutor was entitled tp m^ke ft cqmp^^t, to wbfch cQin. 
pact their Lordships w^e bpi^d to give lisffect ; that their 
Xiocdships bad no discretion^ but tbf^ it; rested eiitir^y 
•with the Lord Advocate to enter intp ^ny compact, apd^to 
extend iqfimunity to (^py number qf c^e^ without, the cpa- 
trol of the Judjge ; in ^hprt, ^hi^t the Lq^d Advocate |)os- 
sessed the t^ncoatrolled pow^r of ^erci^if^ tbe K<;;^pl jPlrt « 



OlSSt WEST PORT MURDERS. 

ipgative ; im.d this he might do, not merely with regj^xjct to 
the particular crime as to which a socius criminis^vrais ie 
jbe ^used as '9 witness, but might extend it' to- ^!l other 
criities ofwhfitb he iti&y have beien - gtiiRy. WcheneVet 
tbe Lord' Advocatje stipulated an immunity,' itfieemed to 
he tnaintkihed that a sufferer by house-breakingj lire-rais- 
iwg^ W other crimes, was to be deprived of. his right as a, 
private pai ty to prosecute the guilty pet'p^trdtor of the 
Wrong, $nd ^hat thfe Lord Advocate had a power to Writer 
into a compact by which he could grant immunity for ot 
&Dces paS di^d future, known or unkno^^n. Siitjh a pre- 
^^g^tivie would be investing the Public Prosecutor with a 
power of pardon, which only belonged tw the Ci^owb,* and 
this too without a tittle of authority, and totally different 
•from judicial authority, amounting to an assun'iptioii of tbe 
prerogatives^ of Parliament, . 

Mr. M'Neill stated that he had no observations to 
make. — - 

Lord Gillies expressed his thanks to the Learned Gen- 
tWtnen who had argued- this case.' - Th^ papfers* 'were 
-&-awn with much care, and with an ability a'n^prompt^- 
ness which did them the highest honour. -His Loirdship 
tben'aUiided to -the form in* which the case canrife before the 
; Court, and the player of the Bill, • and stated tfi^ ques- 
tion; to be, • Whetiier they wefre to affirm tire judgment cif 
'the Sheriff and refuse the prayer, of the peiititiri to'ttiat 
: Judge for liberation, or to gi*ant it and liberate the pri- 
-soner Hare ? - His Lordship considered the question* of 
ilaw' to be ^m undecided and open' que^ioti; ^ 'ITie^cts 
vwhich gave rise to it 'were- but too \*rell ^knbwn.' Tfrey 
t were of this most atrocious chkrac'tet — ^murders cdtnAiittiedi 
-fcot frdni the ordinary motive of revenge, or of robbery, or 
• toicscapefrom the punishment of other offen'Ces,^— but its 
-ol^ek was iiii^ificriminate murder, for dissection,- ^atid coldr 
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blooded traffic, rendering the crime proHtabie in propor- 
tion to the number of" its victims. These atrocities seem 
to have attracted the notice of the Lord Advocate, whose 
conduct, in all these proceedings, he considered highly 
meritorious. We were all much indebted to -that high 
officer for the wisdom and prudence with which; he had 
conducted the business. There can bo no doifbt that the 
same feelings and wishes existed iki his Ldrdship's mind 
as in that of every other man ; and his Lordship thought 
that if he could obtain the punishment of two, or even 
one of the murderers, a great service would be rendered 
to the public. The result too fully justified his Lordship's 
measures. It became necessary fo collect evidence of these 
crimes, and a body of it had been collected — ^such-as could 
not, perhaps, be obtained in any other part of the world ; 
and what .would the consequences have been if such crimes 
had esK^aped altogether without punishment ?- It was for 
tbis purpose^ that he caused the proposition to be made to 
Hare, which was; stated in his Lordshi}^'s' ^swen - And 
Lord Gillies expiressed his entire approbation of -his 
Lordship^s conduct. The Lord Advocate giave his assu- 
rance of pafHon. That assurance was - properly . given. 
He had a power to promise remission, and Hare was e»- 
"titled to ask and bargain for it ; and no man can look into 
the case without being satisfied that Hare was entitled to a 
remission for the important information which he had af. 
forded to -the Public Prosecutor. On this very infortha^ 
tion -th^ indictment against Burke was raised, accusing 
him of three diflerent acts of murder. Annexed to thtft^ 
indictment Harems name was in the ^st of witnesses, and 
he migbt have been examined on any oiie or all of the 
three charges. The Court iprohd^nced an interiociitor, 
4imiti<)g' the trial to one of these~the 'murder of Docherty. 
^e bbly information Lord Gillies had as to the trial vrta^ 



S94 WILST POUT KUItPKKIiw 

derived from the papers, and these referred to opinions de^ 
livered at the trial, on which he could not venture to offer 
an opinion, as he wa^ not present. But. in the informa<- 
tion for Hare^ there was an explanation which wa^ not sa^ 
tisfactory, of the opinions which were said to. l)e contrar 
dktory. Tboae opinions must have bad ap effect upon 
the witmesis Hare in giving hi$ evidence, and persons in 
hia Ntuation were not to be supposed qualified to judge of 
the hw» The impressions^ therefore, made on H^re bjr 
those opinions were more importiint than the abstract law^ 
as they must have regulated him in. giving his testimony^ 
iQ as fur as his belief that he was safe, i;^^ copc^roed*. Mf 
would, therefore, without reference to what h^d .parsed at 
the trial, js^press his ow;i opinion i^^ether or oat t^e Co^r) 
was entitled and empowered by faw to qua^h the proceedr 
i^gs in consequence of what took plape ^^ the e;c^minatip^ 
i>t\ the trial ? His Lordship held the rig^jt ^' a private 
lijarty to prosecute for miurder updoMht^d* The ipfor^of^ir 
tion for IJare. says it is an antiquated pi^vi^g^^ Jjf. wifi^ 
fi0t antiquated* He had himself been counsctl in a, ^s^ 
ffpm 4^berdeen<; and ther^ were many casies of tri^l.fop* 
forgery ^t the ipstance of Bank^ in Captain . M^ci^Or 
l^h's case frcp ^Aiberdeen there was no pbjectiip^ hiiH^ 
^ eitbep: by coun$vel or the bench. Jf, was ^ ^acr^ t^h% 
^Sv^ucb ^ ,^ vT exer(;ised at the instance of |Ji^ Jj^it^ ^^ 
Tocate. Tbere ^e not many qases ,of Urial fpr,a$sy thme^ & 
_and none ^e no^c^ m. the infpripati9<)s« It is duf .ip 
three,contix^gexfci^s-fr-when remi^siop is befoTte trial—rwhea 
the aqc^8ed is triec} by. ^ Coyrt Mariii^l-*-ftnd when .he ia 
fugitate qr o^tl^ived. His X<ordship would not say it ip 
,finy pf'k^V ciise assythm^nt might h^ found due. Whalt 
jprey^n^^? relatives of the po^r lad Wilson from sueipg? 
Xhe same prinqplajs f^pply in thisic^se ^s if. the peroot 
murdered had been the bluest in the land. Are his 
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relatives to be controlled by the Public Prosecutor? 
Though Hare w^s admitted as witness on the tri&l for 
Docherty's murder, and promised an inAmiinity for his 
participation in it, the Lord Advocate can neiiher de-' 
feat nor control the right of prosecution in Wilsdn'^s' 
relatives, nor unless in a case where the witness pro- 
mised an immunity has been actually examined and 
borne, testimony. If a prosecution at the instance of 
the PubKc Prosecutor for murder is followed by death, 
that is conclusive^ and shuts out process at the instance 
of « private party. If there is a remission, ^ssythment 
is competent; and if there be an acquittal, there can 
be no process. There is nothing of this kind in the prescfnt , 
case. His Lordship stated that the avowed object was to 
bring Hare to trial-^that the right to do so was clear, and 
be did not know if the Court hkd liny legal right to prevent 
it or to defeat it. The practical result was important, as' 
Hare would not miffer dieatb. He reprobated the plea that* 
tbiscilse should be decided on principles of humanity, jus^' 
tice, and policy; It was not what judges held to be sucb 
principles — hut what the law lays down that is to regulate 
them. The true question is. Whether the Court ha* ' 
power to prevent the trial ; and he was satisfied that neither 
the law nor the constitution authorised it. H^ went into 
a view of the history of the law upon the subject of ait^ 
mitting ^ocii crtminisy and referred to the Act SI, i&eb. II.* 
e*. 3I5 as for the first time introducing what wais previotudy 
unknown in our law. Hb considered that act ks a resting' 
l^ace in the progress of the law upon the subject — Mnd the 
only satisfactory one^-and it was given under limitations. 
It was afterwards extended, and he was not sure if it was 
weH and wisely done, Hrs Lordship then referred to cases 
ainc5e that time, -and^ ilfter other iltustrati<!)ins, conclucled by 



3&S WEST POBT MUHDEKSr. 

expressing his ppinian that tlie Uill should be refused, aii(f 
the itiv6stigatioiis allowed to proceed'. - ' 

, Lord PiTmillV apprdved of the manner in which thd^ 
a^ had' been fconduc ted. He did not consider it necessary 
tp take notice of- the proceedings at exafarination on the^ 
trial, of which there i»' no authenticated 'record. The' 
questidn was, whethertheyr wefe to stop proceedings or iibt 
-^^and he could' nxjt concur iri Lord* XJillies^s views. As 
t^ere wer^ two Wiiys to the same otject, and as he had the 
oonsolation to think thatthe practical* result would be the 
same as to ihe individual, cdncertied, he should have beeir 
happy if he could* have concurred ; > biit^th^^e- was a prihci-' 
pie involve which prevented him frotn'-dbihg ^so. Hk- 
Lordship tiibk a view of the praietice with regaM't6 socXus' 
crmmiVio reference to the Public Prosecutcrr aurf l6 pri-- 
vate parties ; and sttfted* that *tbe oM la#: of ^i^' cohiitry- 
excluded them. ^ The law of England ddriiitted'them'frotB? 
the'first ; btrt'raoB6 recently out'laHe dcfciskans stdA prlfcctic^' 
adl^itted them 'in every case- Such a systeni could dily 
\^ imi!«)duced graduaHy. His? Lordship differed frorir 
Lordi'GiUies in Ms view of the act' Geo. IL c. 34," wfaiichr 
introduced ia particular rule of law fora'-special'tfese.? ilt 
was tiot ^ getietal act, and Isild do^n no getieral rulfe^ but 
i^iih;^ an exception. Th6 20th section etiacted ia ruie'dif-^ 
fe^ent from that i2£i'31,and theact'coirfd not be edbsidered 
as a.resJtii^g^lace in* the history of the law as to socit. Htsr 
Lordship then werit into a review of; the'cates^pplicbbfe 
to t4Ms point, and the! prftieiple lliid doWn in fthe caie^.^jf ■ 
Smich and Brodie^Vadriiow be^n utHft)rmly'acted''Updn*f6r 
a period of upwards of forty y^^ars. The Lord Ad vocally^ 
statement was higUy satitf^tctoryj and every onetnustagr^ 
in appro vif^ of the ivhol^ coutsie of h»srpix)e^ifig8. - Hb 
Lordship could not, aft^r -procuring afil-the iiffoilnaMir 
which Hare afforded on the faith^ofthe promised^ immunit^f. 
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4iim>D^|tiid and proddeS i^aimat bihi/ because be iaad noti 
bfen eijtaimn^d oq the two ca^es Dot brought to ttikA^ Ma 
liekt qonsideiFed the right of the private part^<, and held 
that jf n was competeiit io proce«d dgainst Hare in thq 
iw^ of Wikoa^ it was equaHy Competent to proceed ^^'mtl 
hhn in the' case of Docherty, at the instance of private poiM 
tves ; yet it! is admitted, that in the case of Sdchertjl tbd 
right of the private party is controlled^ and Biuit beicaitw 
trailed. After a Variety of other, illustrations^ whmh: wd 
ivgret our limits will not , allow us to repeat, in sapport of 
tUdse doctrines^ Lord Fitmiily coooluded by sayings thaft 
the puiity and idtegrity^of the law |ind the faith, of thq 
Edblic Prosecutor, which, for the pnbtic gocHk^ must no^ 
be.i)rbkea, required that the liberation of the prssoneif 
sboaild. hq gsaated, and the proeeedinga agliinst : bjoiil 
ftoppedi . He^feh mostimecisdy fortfte relatives \D(fJa!ii0« 
'yVilson^^he sjMnpathised. witb the pubiid in tbeii' fffeliiifs 
of detestation upon the subject of the murcters which iwdt' 
kd lb these disdus^ioiis-^but be ifett aaoreflEMr.tbe homiur 
dr the country,, which waA botund to vindicate tbe faith <)£ 
a great pnbtic officer actfing. for the public^ wd&cd. * 

Lord Meadowbank considemi thi^.a ve^ impDrtaBtl 
ease as liegarded the consistency of the Cantt^ and a)90^al^ 
it^rfiects the Firi^t Law Officer of tM >Orbwn«*Malid if h^ 
irere onder the necessity of refusing to discharge the 'vntr-^ 
rant crfooqiibitniewt. against Hare, it would be to him id 
lUrfajectof humiliation and endless regretl :Hi8iLai'dsht{$ 
diflbred from his brethren, who i[5onmdei*ed^ the kdAiuai^ 
bili^ of ascfdus criminis as of modern intriKlbeiidkl Isitll 
the law of Sei^kind. He^ referred to the authority of Lfod 
Hitfee, . mA the trials of Lm^ M^nrum, aixt the Gottpier 
eonspirfffiors, to diow diat socii were reeeifwd as witnesses 
cif old, odA that^renfisBionis had been givenfor the ptxxfm^ 
<if abcambg thcnir «)Hdence. , His LotidsHtp wiat intb «m 

13. 2 a 
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ek)qmnt and learned illastnitimi of tbe^mti^priliM'Of tniir 
etiminid law in the days of the Justiciar, add preVMUi^ to 
the time that the Lord Advocate was invested with' Ws 
present power, and maintained that at no period indie 
law of Scotland has a privAte prosecutor ever enjoyed "die 
pofwerof sueing a criminal without being suhjeett t^ oenktil 
by the Public Prosecutor and the Court ; and' ht hM^ that 
lAm the kii^ created the JLotd Advocate PublitPfaMeeaioiv 
ke also must be held to harven invested him-'i^ith .all^^e 
powers iMcessary -for ex[dicating ihp duties of hi& Offlee. 
Aaong tiiese the power of remission' cf offeboesffor^tfafe 
j^irpose of obtaining infomiation essential < to tbepubfi; 
veifsre mu^ have been .transfaered, lE^eee *iMf¥er IteS 
been a prosecution of a ^0|}iua^rimji»ir'a^any^p«md4D'tte 
Uatbry <^«the Coart'when' berfaadobtaintd tiie'pibdiise'of 
mdemiiity;fit»n the Lord Advocate, and ff^edlviatmaamk 
and evidence. His Lordship.was thefeforefor'^vaallii^ 
the proceedings. ' ..vn*,*'\ 

' Lord MACK£]f«ix said, although he bad 4]een'ailliet|)6t^ 
ed in:i«hat he had to ofier on this sukjeet, he coaside«ed k 
his duty tbexpress'his opinion.' As to the matter of^Csrm^ 
he was of opiaton that Hare was competently Isefbft^tbe 
Court and it was necessary to decide whether be^md ca 
suffidanti^wotcetioa by the icompitct' with the Lotd^^Atvo- 
cateagainst £Mtber proceedings. - He hekh tbaJt-tfier^liDg 
of a witaesB who. was a seciiU^ gives 'an imj^iedffM'Otaitiiiay 
and this he held to be fixed by^ftbeeEMes'of {Bradfa^aad 
Smithy followed 1^ ail the c»ies' even Miicei He*odoisidelBi(d 
that Hare had this protection bothfor the case fif'Ol>eh^ter 
and Wilson. The course of the Liord Advocate tod) beipr 
most wise and expedient ; and this Wvetehu^ maa, 'Has^^ 
had acquired an ioamunity in all the tfareg cises^* ia loqaii 
queaee) of ' the ^pfomise held \ out .to hiii^ - C0nsi4Mqgi4he& 
effidenee adduced en the trial of .Burke, it waf^ia 
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taibo»tiMii|date HareVMeae^pe^wUliQut pun; but he must 
not die by a pervemoa df the law, whiob yimvAd dbake aU 
<xin$4^)e8 in the £up/aiid steady admimstratioti of justice'. 
ui Lord AiiiiO WAY 'COQcarred in the' views of Lord <3rUUe6, 
andexpFeas9difai9<^imoi^at ooosiderable length. - He ap- 
fiMJ^dLth^ riiOfdjAdvooatey who had acted in a manner 
mmrtkyKt ktmeelf, and ^ Ibe high offioef whicjr be held. 
fSk^ooadUctr badi b^en di9tinguiBhed for wisdom and firm- 
«»sir^ and he Jakftd not a doubt that the Lord Adtocatd was 
fjotindptfi go to the Crown for- a remission -to Har^. The 
^EowA^Jiehiild, wafi tbeonSy soarce of t^rcy^ HisLord- 
tBttp« €9uld nol approve of mnj authorities drawn from the 
pc$c$imit0( f&A^ds in eur history which ^ce. a disgrace 
Md;abomiiiatii(Hi-»<^lid^e «ould not ^ think of resting 9mj 
hiS'-mtikm 011 pvee^fonts drawn from* the trials of hopi. 
•Mbiioiife ibd< fhe^ Qowrk^eonspiratovi^ . He heardi that the 
wA am wii^ Hare W98>«xaitiiiied was only on the ease of 
'Ddcherty, not of Wilson; and if it was not thecmseof 
WilMMtyth^escdiaftiation inidie other ease a&i^ded him np 
{vr^ttedti^; AU^^th^r eases except Doeberty's.wsere d&- 
diided^ «adiitbere wad nootben before tdie Jiiry. / Tfa^ 
£tatafje'4)f ^Ghso. IL was^ viriiM obs^wmHa. 'HisLocd^ 
abip was fov^refusing the Bill. ' ^i ., . , 

^ T^': Lo&i^ JusvicB Clsrk said^ that ccHisideriag this 
ottio^as one of very gre^t importance, he had prepared vfais 
<^ai€Mi^i:ip<m'it with great care and anxiety, •aadas hethad 
dHitaS^*it, the would now read it without any apdlo^l 
.jAifbr some ^retiminary remarks^ that opinion was expreas- 
od'itL^llfe foMowingi ietm^:-^*f From the statement of the 
£itffd>Ajdvoeal^ it is placed beyond all doubt, that, mdi 
Wvbw toitheptttdieantes^stabQe, he resorted to the coune 
ihemn 'detailed, and eorasidaring the atroeions, -extraoiidi- 
:M$tff$mAi^wk^Kaxopitd nati!ire of the crimes ^to wlnoh his 
IJfcClMtkm bad4>een call^, the ifnfinite importance of a^okl* 
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i»g^heH»k bf tb« tstapiffomfvmid&mtiH off dAw^h^tim 
App^llr^d ii^iplieaiad in jJbeto crimes^ mdjefaeiiriQitetiaiulL 
yft9t»ge of 'ft jptibUiTfiXtopI^ froni & canVm^ni Im^ld cou 
pr»)ie a!w4i$4 ^^ «c>«v)d 'diACii^ttDBrin iiQCaktogikiifaftdll to 

l!l)fer!pi;<4)lt)«rty. and vi^om ti)e^«ondtiot;Qf Ibe'^E^tdUic 
Pri^etojlipi? rifl rtfgfiixl t«lhe impartftBi alid^ detiteMNiiiljr 
^/had 10 p^if<»rr4, havf i beeli'drtioat ^ly^€RriBfe#d!t>j^4hi 
f j*siiU of tbo trhd aiidoaoBvietioi]; of <WriUiatii<Btti)k04^ :rlf 
ib9t«i(} 4t foliowli^ tbe$otftrfe he^clid^ lieiiiiASntikM'Httt 
0Ad hUVtfe aibng mtb\tbe i>lhet ptMO^t tertfai^^oiilfiAttr 
fif BodkrtYf (^h^ FiibKc FfiO^ecttlor ih»!i^i%rf^,Ji^»init 
i|^ to his qW|i> Qtot^cot, tit} 8t}<i<i4tf:4ofermmim tigii^ 
ing th|t^ naiiirdera of .WiJs«nivAi^rl»^]N:aM) «9d4»ld:ibiUKl 
fQx^biiliti'ft vefd^, againal ^beeerfaim^ of^f^UMb ^s^-.^^ 
iog'tfaje ctoe tta iorti^ wiU y^o^ne'totgKre:iiiii>pbAto;<!^ niij 
be considered whatwoiiid tben {iftve'bihen'iiber^lii^jafidie 
frabiicid regaj^ toaucfai'A pivk^m^ Kieefmig iliirdM^r^ 
circumstances: it' yietvv and aUettding^:paHi(Oula«l]i;ta dif 
eablire.and structure df the' iudicteiioiit exbibiUfd ^AiB^ 
Borlob and M'^Dougal* charging >ibe ain^e aiiiitr^tmit^ 
der, in the three specific act^^bf Mary Fatsnsto^^JaiAas 
Wilson, arid * Mri. E^h^rty or ' C?tiripfcdPr all taflfegiSd' to 
havie bc^ :pefprtFffted in tbe same w«ty aiwd WilJtf tibct^saeie 
intent^ viz*. &ir .the sale bfil)e bodies for dis$eoti)9p^-^4lir|ba 
list of ifitncsases sulgotned to vhicb Hare;andfhis/wilih«iaiio 
includcd-H^the interioculfaor 6f the: Court. filing the ilriiofe 
ifidictmjQm rebvant tQiinflrr ibepam of lajif) bnt ^jt(pfimith9 
motion:. 6f the prisonfersv allotinng tbe-Beparatt<«i'4)filrtje 
efaargesy and thetriaJiibeatd pcoo^ as to thir tnurd^tfvof 
Sbclierty alooer-t-tbt subsequent dfttecfion, at jtibe^d««ire<>f 
the prisbiiers, i^veo to fiareito confine ^fflatonstol-^ibft 
ekMc^'I)of:berty-**^be ei(.anH0satio9 ^h\tk M:Mie&^^itaden* 



^fk^oC* ^i»£^o iopfiQr^fdit Uiat.we.impt igivoiit latfae 
^#r^iU)((i^dy^ 9(^4 t)t?;(icqjalaoied ^tb^.ut.axa^ ibit 

te#.etci$§(i§C>jCb€sp<M^;mt^^.] . . ..;;::..: 

- '^ Jftlfeefifc tl^. pri^i*^ J&mfi is. legajly. Exempted .from 

M^i^fiSfi^^vm la^m^ Uf^^ hiid t^llw.thnae^teiotjltfiider 
^bAig^jl3i»li}§tU^o4m^»t; ag«ii)stJ3tt«ke and MfBc^ti^ 

4^ b^pl^^Aftd iiil .ibeJnatmce df tke >elf«l^|isxif^ettJk€ir 

441^ %n'^m^w^i^t$m^fi^ ^ be found^fmi as ,tQ.M9..i«ii; 
.^^>i^ibefiMx#i>^i^)^ wjtb rA0|r4^4t^a0tuaiiiitirdt9DJof 

>ft«a|l^»&;^.pi^ps*i5i^^/ftH: tim wflfence^ ^'Ihe tmtureiirf the 

Jfig#iH,jbftn4utb^ illpaostid^ti.ty at t^ m^eyof,^k^ht^ 
^^Mi^^i'^'^Vf^^ 'tie tfiree «fttii w^* |)i^|fclratied^i*^ 

ftHt4eA>oi^%^^ d^mpnstf^ytingitbat v^ijthputa^ot^ d^JwtlMue 
i^fototihtiaiwrssjii^ jHH^fep th^ ww^ j^yier.cl^aracfwfw 
ivdioial fvct^^e^ it: ii^ inij^d^ible. toudt^yrtfaat H^tmdid 
fi8H^iWlf;Dp mih matter, tfai«t had tb^ cioden aiinUyj^ 
4befpUl^;.a$Jtip> >h« t«ial of .whi^iJid iiQ^f^jipc^ M the 
tms^uuUuk ^»pi^^.S^ ^^ Tejcollectied ihal,; in ^fce.fistof 
Wioi^s^; IJbeiQjiland i^ud^; varipus. par^niei coptei^td 
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4iMkmxBm^^ led to the {fraiauig of tliat iiaft' t(iii»btlMii^ 

igqpiadtd m >the sifeaiitioett'iii mdiiob 4i&'lb!niwily9«^MA 

jbeen justlyismd. The pujbKc IhA dMVijd^dir Aeadhinthat 
imj«3qp^ted^firomi¥t8 evidnA^, by'riie^edtti^ifllbrfliidite^ 
VMtO«4if^t(iU guilty ^iscimte^ i»d lfo-|nittli(^^MI|ljriktl 
i9M[^%«l4o Aim «f» ihe^Jk€S4tftite^douMi^f^ilSBAfMa/ktBl 
iit^y the iDleryeiKkm of the.^ttmky ictf ^ds Gtait mm$t 
i$ pr99eirfB6i j m em i ^ lk ^ Sscb-bthe^MBiemtecipi^mak^iiH^ 
lLh&9e§cxva0(k9 Mtm^ tbe: most cai\rfai ami flOftitfM «kiiiBi^ 
iltoaioit df fl|lalni.fcas beeO'^^u^^ 
in.imiiiigt ^upon^tlKb kttportaot qu^toMi^^alKha aaQi»&^ m 
ia0vt;of:abe liotlxMiUk&'tluU appeared to btiir-i^^ m 

^%mff30eh^metw^U>admU thaC^iiDthriih^aiiclti^tkii'titi 
immiikiee) 'H'lratf siy bouodto duty to reMooBStcbr tihu 
i0)HioMytti«#idl|itt diie >«tte&tkm to aUe and elabctfate akM* 
ifpmept that iiNi8-offiM«ed ^aicist it by the »fi)Hlliqbmrf 
i^tMilitie^.' I tftaaot^ hp\wrer, i^ree with tfaeflft tfaiA^itht 
^tmioa to wbtiefa ^they ciijeoted^ and war^vel^etftilledf^tii 
UU^eety waa ^na ^^^an oi»^r, ap?^pa86itig4ia«ur^,fa«d/na&M 
iiecoiiiidered i^ Uaportance at-iiiU stage ofjlii^tmBi: ittimik 
ii^mm iNfoaotineed. ' It i0a%«n the ocmtraryy deliMcfd ^ 
lii^^iiry) at the opinicm-of the >Co«si«^ itpon aii^diiged^^ 
birge4m9oitiCaf;lais inrtheimofil eBrmfA.mklMmtmtigi 
tiNMisri &p the pm6(»»M», a«d^i#hi0K ifvtlMqiifidci^rikapl 



)^lierm«JKo had.gMm evidenUBs/ Thek«^«aarilNlt|l•t)MMl0r 
ibt\i\^ cX Ae/iMMge: yfha <f»r«iideft' at/ft mntmut ^Uvfl 
mar*- aaccsd tbaa tbsD ctf''ex!pbuodiiigi the* hor Mrft Jw^, 
to xefirmiiBtosaobaji 9k^9(Amv%nd^itit^^%omi«tfithm^ 
&Kv^ .tbafi^he^pMubn of the GourtitlKAiU be givM iti^lh^ 
jnk>9lilideqQi?oetil4»riiut It was ocaMtdiiigljRigtvm'ito'^life 
jlMi^r^BodieffMtithat is stflnedioD the. praitedbrtriisl.r 'A» 
no m&.can say itfaal effeok^iaft^sUtteiiitffit of the im^r bifd 
ufooii^^ wkimiJB mi th^i Jm Iaiai5t Imvw^Mi 

4iwib toigii7ei8iid»cfiidil;tatHareaBdihiB wife, iis>'4et)Mlly 
Jbrteght abobt tbcSr .Msnhctigiiost Borkey md oooseqtMii. 
J5rtitet^fabt&te'hiMi.beDn debided/byik, I bsvenbviiesiltf. 
tkoti ia'ciaelaiailgrthatif'Ilhad^iupohiireicctu^ beM^icMU 
^niieed^fthat I.badoooiimtCedian ensoar, iuui MiTeiiMb i& 
'OrioQeetts e^nimii in^ hof to tfaef Jin^,* I- shouki bisis^fak It 
ta^ beiBsgr» houkid«titdutj, wkhoo^ the l^ast repai to-^^o^iiib 
kff feetiog MfT .aianieinr^ .to* have ?iiiaie niab m iisptyeintiliaii 
tb tiKt SeciKlarjr of'^State^ ias wigbt bava.^ied • te 4ii> alMW. 
iMMiiof^ dM^se«tellci0of the ktw. open Borki// ^ HbesvfifliMls 
howd?«r,.wlti0b I didcMwfery m imy cbarge ta<tbe Jiit^ 
iKi\far &(3i«i' being sfakcn, baa^beas sCv^ngthsfied^aidswU* 
tiwMtthf wik tUBtrf have since 'tteand 6r^MHi>i«pov/dife 
siil||eat. Isfaidl only .add, that if tbe^ofe^cion So>^%ra^ 
dift of thetaooonipliiQ69» upon the groandief Acfcb otfcy agfc 
idally ibdUe to'be^tned Jsr the ^^wo/actssef niurdtirJwq^ 
iMtiediin theiiindielttmVtbe tnal vf wbioh^bafl tbaltidil^ 
fUdrely beeA -pto^ponedi bad^beantal^eiiyasii^anigbiitotbafa 
b^en^ )Uft»i 'Hamvand his emfe^wme offtir^ asiwiijndst^iiba 
fmfipmaiAiuL^B bfenMlyraj^ed9ud^aDievn^.4»t0cniiiii 
ed bjidieCourt. Bet as it-was witiihdd'titttfatt!acUranMii 
n^tbe Jnsy, ei^ery 'one knows diat'it could i no otheMiMf 
haver been^ disp ds ed krf tbaA^by dnlmrjbgittn^ofiniDncigpw 
oak >ti»^ibeiitivy.ii I> have Imlm^imMi^imdm 'tarteM 
yntk xagiM to tin /siifipofiedrtamninteiioyr be^^^ 
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(^pjvaonsexflreBMd fajr tbysdf and ny bratbm, ia mgM 
tp n qAiestiim proposed to tie put to^Haie, itncf that irbick 
I ddUveieid' to' the Jury. • I nui^ beg leave, however, to 
ai^/ that when the real ^e^ gestae are attended to, M ^oh 
idpoiisi^eiiey can be founds I find fronfi my tiotet, tfaidt 
tiljSiargufitent of the oouosei ^^wasrai^d upon the ^es- 
tipn, \fHare &v€r vms oohcepned m M cowifktsJnom ^father 
mur^krsf^ Upon the competency of that question, the 
iC^imoQ^ of the Court were delivered^ Mid tliose bpitttooa 
tiiiiflt necessarily be viewed as havilig ref erenee mo tb^ q»ei^ 
»lk>n actuaUj^ {proposed, and the injonction which the paoi^ 
nets^ own counsel had themselves di^red shoiild bl^ gifvei 
i» Hare^ to confii^ himself to thiB caie of Doeberty.. Asd 
1 wiell rccbUect of putting it ^ the coufasel, that t&e wit^ 
HQiajaasft.befairiy dealt with, and bf having stated^ thift 
if asked in: regard to the cases of Wilson andPatenBon, hU 
irbole statjemeni inust be given, whatever theioonaequetieei 
joigbt beb ' When th^ examination wa^ resumi^^ I do not 
,fio4 that ibi que^on is put m the precise ttrms^ tai which 
p$ hdd ieeni Argued ^ and it was obty at a later period that 
Hare was jasked, j^ ikere woe a murder eaminiited'hiihii 
ii^iusg in Odober last t but as to which tbd opinion of th* 
Conrl was mot defivered* Whatever shade of difference 
ttfty, thereforig Jippear in the opinions regarding th^se 
^piestUM^ and' that whieh was adirisedly delivered, ni tb^ 
^blM-ge.to tlie Jniy, a*d I am by nb means surprised it Hai 
so fltnuckpone of yoiMC* Lordships, must faitij km asci^ibed^ 
etth^ to the imperfections of the report of the trials arto 
theitmrse of proeeed'n^; diat was adopted at the suggesf 
tam of ihe counkii ibr the prison^rsJ I lun, op^n tbe 
vbole, of opiiUon, • that the prayer of tfaeprisoner^i bill 
ofpght^ be granted, and ttat it >solild be^recdy contvaiiy 
lo the estabtebed praetictf of diis Court, aad the ^pritidplM 
ef ouc'bnr^ merely to atispend Aie procetdiiqjis itg^met limi 
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wa«ie»irained aa, A'jytefte^k n&fch .j^nooJAjb^'^il^e, fputse 

judge^,fc«l irtja^ wtiriH^M^^.^fi^fgllj^^^^ op.tlje j|in^s?ij^, 

pet^t to4be.feait <i8(Wiot* tfeiafpgiawp, ^s4t is, to % jariJ; 
tat? parties. now beforersis, tcj.ii^^iW^fBny c^^^ipalp?^ 
dure against Hare,»8te0p«t4 in gqiit. although j^e l^ iAf*^. 
feoeDCG to the.acU-C»«M^aipe4,i.in tba ^w^li^^ri^againj^t 
Biu-ke^ ami I cab oikm tb^a^^pyii^i^jin no degc|?^;ff> Ipfe ii>r 

- Aainteifkiputor'.MiasXhePfppftaflncf^ 
adiioiwfiiQn, (^h€xA^f,fejmi^tji^^i^^\W^ 
acdaiimg the JVU^tl*^ite?ciln4.1^R«»j^^^^^ 

burgh to liberate tb^ prisjo^er Hare ft<i^rf^i^fp(ifffJ^ 
qaf^hflttg.llieppcQee^ii^.iylhi^ ^ijbi|^ >p^jfx^e4^h 
a^Tiewi to bring .Harp; tp-il#kb #lijfl^rW^n<5ft pf J;|W^ 
Wilson^ nearest of Jcin# *rtd*^fidwv^ U^fi JffW?SRVi^ 
AeAdy takenifbrathat;pui?HMe;li«Jbe p§^ .^,1 ^,j 

- Thiia,iiuwi fiirJis H«» i^?i*iJ09W»«l,p Aw iWftW^^ 
oonaebted. wifbcthe kte. mui^r$, . AF^j^t^seAif rl^Q4 f^il^^^r 
may be liiejopiniDns ^i^rm^P^m^ipfi^f/^yr^'^^ 

toi t^ iC0ii«tetk^ Yieira.ofcitbe Jfrfg^s^ ^jp^^jOiftJ j^^^f^.^^ 
case, it -mwst'jbe-,satj»f«ot(^rit^r>Uw .<?5mP^X)^J SsMpi^ t^ 
altliough differing materially on many points in tbe dis- 
cusuon, ti^e Ck>urt were unanimous in approving most 
warmly and decideidly .q( lbel£«{iu^j^j$0v/a|pate's proceedings. 
And^ however deeply every, virtuous man may lament that 
a vrrdUiK -wb«|[ is ad cmmii.f[ff(v^}^iarf)a^§^fi^^^ fiUf^P^ 

the reGoUectipn ^Imt &i^n..ti^^,^^i^m^l}(ftlf^'^.fbg,^ 
13.* *2r . ^ • 
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sbnetches crf^tTlb law; %hteh' might ftlioi4^|i«r«^iflfld mbtheti 
case^V to thfe tuinbHhfe iiinbc^t-^tlia^ imhotftthe uifo^ 
matioti which feiait Hks affdrded, not feVfeii <t>De4>f the boq*^ 
rid Crew of murderers would Hav^ beea toMicUsdi oip ttke. 
means afforded of checking a Mdeou^ ^sutn of mord^rv^ 
and that, by the course which tfit Public Prosecutor iias 
pursued, in giving one man imnlunit)^ frbtn puinshmeot&r 
such information, a great benefit has been conferred upoa 
society, for which hid Lordship is entitled to the gratitude 
of his country. As to Hare himself, be is moralljr, and 
in the eyes of all mankind, a seUi^convicted murderer. 
He is liberated for the present from the jail and the 
gibbet — but he goes forth an 6utea$ton the world,' with ^ 
brand on his forehead, that call neVer be effaced. Wber- 
ever his name is heard by hitii, he will bear i^ amidst the. 
execrations of mankind. Hijs doom her^^tec it i${aot£>r' 
man to antidpate. . - . ( rj^l 

The delivery of their Lordships' OfH]iioi)» in ; this in«> 
teresting case occupied the Court upwards pf ise'vtn hours«; 
The Court-rdota wife crowded during the wboletime* r - f 

In the former part of this acqoum, we annoooced tbidk; 
some particulars of the lives of each of the prominent actors 
in the black dramas should be givesi. The poress .of :ityit- 
ter that has since oc^i^rred, h^ hitherto prevedted ihis^ 
but we now pix)ceed t6 redeem our-plec^e^in soJkriU oJWfr 
of them is concerned, by briefly mentioning. 6ttdiithing$:ai 
have come to our knowledge respedCingthe.iioteciauSf ,'. :, > 

■ ' -' ■ ■ i ...:) "[' /. ^:[ ' i 
■ ' . - ' ) o.|j.^,r. • -, 

WILLIAM HARE. .; 

Thi^ vtllaih's chariicter apparently has presented few. 
traits which ebuld iiitere«)t any otoe previous, to hisgr^ialf 
crimes. It may be judged' of by picturing ithc heau idadi 



iiidbddDii baVe occurred. har bia niisierable life, if.^uch (bene 
m^te^ /WouMi dsa bavfi .l>0en lo^ . by : th^ insuperable aver- 
'siori^erei^r^oiie/ pi:et^k>Ujdy^ acquaioted with bim!iseeiQ$ to 
ihare in avowbig: even a ^casual collection. .While the aiv^ 
qiiamtaiiee of Burke baa been clauned hy many, find bis 
«bftUto : and i manners, freely dwelt upon, ^11 have shrunk 
irom an avoiwal of auch-anintiBaacy, with his fellow inoiv 
^ter, as ; would justify them, in, depicU^g^^s character. 
:iAfter it wa$ diacovened that Burke had,: before his ©ritnie^, 
;displ0yed>soine.of the .attributes j6f humanity, and batf 
borne a. very difierent character from what his real que 
aun»ed.6ut;to: be, it was i^aumed, that he h4d been made 
fifiml of by Hare, and thaj;,be:wa§:iber tempter and arch^ 
4}0nd twbo. bpd li^ed hiin . pjft Xp hi^: d^tructiop, a^d ii^- 
atrUcted !hiia in i tb^ ^belli^h arts;; and Burke's la^gi^h^gp 
favoured the idea. But Htaris.hafi since, exhibited, alo^g 
J9!Hi^.'hi&^bavdenedin^A0e:r€^ce and callousne^ i^iicb a n|en. 
\M.fapatKy, snqh gr^s anjd uneonceivabte Jt<5jid|ty iQ; bi^ 
^n^i «[i4:e^timatiQit.of bis crimes,, ^ft.t^ force u$)t^.tbe 
jeoB^tt^i^ft,! that, boyever inclined be, might be iQjea^^ 
Jlhe/oliinailL^of atrocity, be Wa^ not capable of leading Q? 
4wtet;i$g any one, fai? less Burke> or iiwtiati^g bimin tbf^ 
tb^fearteu* trade. . . 

-;:;Jl3;^ccflfPoboration of this.we may meiition,. thata celer 
brated liteisary professor of our University, it. is understood* 
viai^ed bolh of tbe murderers when in jail, a|id gave, aa 
bis opinion, that in comparison with Burke, J(Iare was a 
Ijerfectfooly and that, he was cdavinced ihat he'cc^d laever 
be his instructor.. : . - - . .^ 

' He describes B^ke to have been a very intelligent nian^ 
dnde ione.iwbose conversation; would .give^ f great idea of 
laandour and open-beiirtedness, /though; his conduct >difcr 
]>Uiyed f)othiagilike remoi'se or; eontrit}o».> Oathe con^ 
trary^ he seeiiied happy, that tiu^ Prbfessor^s knowledge d£ 
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tMiAnls 4imi.«f sevimil^iiad«Tichiab>diem> ' Hd tilkaL4xr 
them '^Jta^ |o kad Ihe leiUm^digtaitlenMb ta lieiimrk^.tbvt 
'^> heunda'stbodpei^ecdy; well what cfaju^ywaS'ttemg he 
•did iibtpfa^tise it^^' Hard^s behaviouv. ^^ coavevsmikai 
. <mhve f)erf6^Iy vdiffevent; ^ He^se»]ied^ not to- pessess: tl^e 
^<gbiest mdral poroef^ttori of the enbrokyiof i his. eotadfliKi, 
-«im1 d^i^iibed hisl guilty ^{ftup^r ds one ofthe bestmeaiti 
4h^im&tlA^'^ha trdul^ part any thiiig:bet,had in the world 
fiii4lb «» b^gar/ Ilti^i^et'did not belie him ; well might 
^4. ^^Otfckbum •descctbe bim a^ia^l5(}iiaiidcwr^h;?V we 
m^ri§]f ^er ^«^V a mdrd disgukiilg /i^dini^ii' ofi homaH 
littt^^^iid^bothiA i]fist physical ^ad inoriilt^^otifbrtnatioii 
i!^ hfiii^ ^e^efd- to vie With' the inati' for (;he ^b&mdimcyk 
'N doVitinUaii^otie tbo^gb diftb^dil labg^ tap^eiatled to^ b« 
^^a.hii^ ebunt^nanci^^ suofi ad might i)e'iitttig^tied toehai^s. 

;^titeriz^ the' low^^ grade-of ^eads^ ' 

Hef i«' A native df lf^k«id, and wad born Id the H^fhi. 
^diurtiocid'of Xotidotideti^^ anil after wcM'kiti^^ 6Qtinir3r 
^rkUhere he catase to S<(^odatid and engaged>f»^tt^ lottitnoa 
ieth&ixT^t ttpon the Union Ca^ial, and fov sdme^ time «MMted 
In tigff Idling Mr. Daws4n^^oaI-bbat8, Tllere:befelli«pwilih 
1ii6g the fbi^^Eier husband o^hu noto^iou^^wifi^ atid dttbse*- 
quently came to lodge in his house. After the^w^k ai «h^ 
eainal wtus finished he took up the trade:of« traveUhiglJux- 
l^r, and with ilh old horseund cart went afap\$t tfa« icOutitry 
aelling fi$h^ And sometioies croebery.i^i«a»e,.^Utt^'h)e^gave 
in '^ exchange for old iiion^ &cw and sold it i^ain .to Ithe deall 
erain OBktiohu^glu ; Heiused jalao to.giQtibbiit ^th.a!lnKrJ£g 
selling articles. Before Log's death he had Jbftlitsrhouse 
imXann^fiL Olose^ foitt xcldmed! again! after this eiri^nt> ind 
kssuiriMd: tbo^ fprivil^g^^'.of. tfae.master^tof'.thi^/^houde^.ak 
dibugfaMr^ Ldg t^ererw^fr sailed bylhifliiaiiieL. Helthen 
Jbecame a f)^rfect.pefiL to; the inhabitants of tbef WiesJt P«l't^ 
irom his debauched dissolute habits and: tlsckless bi^ality. 



tfii ^dtNit:rW0«ild)jlt8tify<«Ue cirt^rep6«tod Ulegatjon ^:att 

irdsll^ai:A»i«(d<tictt0^"^(i%htiiig^as he was concimiaity iil « 

brawl. He never failed to pick aqiaarrel upon any oppovf^ 

imtiy'tfi'abidffiwed'^'ai^if ah tqdlvidi^ Iw^ Jiitn t^as 

mA&yfVtAj^cAogf f»r a idiailengd to the combat. Though 

ii'^Mfit^ j^gilistVhe \^s li^vler tired' until fairly disabled ;> 

and tbSi^ taitiy drubbings he reeeivedi. eoiild not dure him 

chilis jifiign^etous'projb^asities^ If ^ Adversary pnesested 

htttlidl^ out lof doors, he was irliray^ sure of one within, and 

hU«'ivlf(i^andj::heifcere perpetually Engaged in conflicts^ 

tPfaii>agh ' sdnrost always intoxicated herself^ his drunkem 

nesi^ incited fre(|fieiK][ attacks, from her. Any of the neighs 

t)Our» wbdlfl desire a boy ^^ to^go and tell lAuUcy Log that 

tWUli&^SamwBs^ on: the street drimk,'^ and a Bght^ikmne^ 

Cutely ensued upota their rencontre. /^'•^e .^ 

; iii^^c^r\^Qaant of the murders, wie hafTe!alDeiidy!l}b^* 

-liwd the stvare that he had in them, as well as hb conduct 

iopoor^the trial and immediately subseqiientito it, and, it is 

%iiiliec^8Sfiry to repeat it here; we iwill cohfine ioni^ves 

(tb^refdre, to some fertber notice: of his deportment whil^in 

jliiH^^andliis adventures after libeiiatton;. At first, jol&ir 

cBcM^ke^ oodvictioii, he imagined. thdt his tfetentikm .wasr.fcNr 

ahe^purpoise <yf protectirig' him,, and was I very easy^anki not 

Ht all troubled with compunction; bxx^ mttei ^hfs. confines 

•itt^nt was extended it«y a period( far l^eyondrwfaat wasnoi- 

eess^ry for immediate piroteciiony He ijegan'ta betiame .iiito> 

^as^y which was increased when inqiiiries ab^iit thevniiupl- 

ders were renewed. His fa^hai^ioiir indicated niJoat.unbett. 

icothitig levity, as well as'iknheciHty.. He itppareafely was 

ittcaipaible ol' coqtprebepding.aniy thing of liioicairectitude* > 

On «be last fiabbflth of BurkeVlifi^ add when bis own 

caee >wak? piefndingt in (the €o«irtsv be is said^to Uax^e displayed 

the only sytiiptoms b#:fbeling that hei hieMl kisfi^bred to^ es^ 

cape hila. I^ wa&i d^n^ the discoprsi^/^r tbd BiyL > IJEit 
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attent'iTely to, and appeared affbcted ivh^ jicteted'iilhjMiQ 
was made to hist compeer. • : ! .! J 

. On the 3d February, and probably yritbiti :hatf an bow 
of the uine. when the wretch would bave beeid liberatied; IQ 
consequence of the judgment ctf the High (Qoirirt of Jiiaticvr 
ary, on his bill of ad vocation^ suspension, abd libera4ik>n»:'a 
detainer was lodged against him at the in«taiieeof:tbe;ili0^ 
ther.and sister of Daft Jamie, proceeding ijipona p^Utioii 
setting foiih that the petitioners had a dabn of iassyth* 
ment. against Hare on account of the nmrder of their b^^ 
relative ; that the sum of fi.Ye hundred pounds, k>h6tich otber 
sum as might be modified, was due' to tjieih !by Hare oil 
that he&d, and that,' >s the said William H^re, afo^^^f, 
was in meditationejuffae^axxditthoui to witbdrawhifiDself foftJ» 

W'the' kingdom with a vie Wi to dbdppointt'beijp.jtist claim ; 
wherefore a warrant was prayed fbk* to take htio^ intOiCQS^ 
tody,. to bring him before the, Sheriff for ex8imtoatib% jmd 
to take him bound in cauticm! ^c^zdo dsti et Judm^m 
sohi. The petitioniers having takea the usual oath. 
Hare was consequently jdetaiiied, and icight; d'c^lock %he 

' same evening was fised for his examination. Acoordibgly, 
a little. after the hour appointed: he waa bilouglit iato^ aa 
apartment of the jail for iexaminaUon, and a'tmmb^ a( 
interrogatories were put to hiioa.; but befipesefved an .-ob- 
Rtinate silence in regard to all of them, except the :fir$tiW^ 
believe, which related in some way to the murddrdfJ^ifiiek 
and in reference to which lie growled out that be would 
aay no more about it.. Several witnesses to whoal he had 
communicated his }intehtiQn, : after getting out of |tiil; t4 
quit this country and return to Ireland, ^ene tbea o^Med 
and examined.' v 'Among ihese. was a prisoner of the i^tm^ 
of Lindsay^ a bifwki fellow,>ith a black scratch wig< cm the 
lop of/his bead, who proved x&Ktinctly" that Hare.meatU to 



taire deenlmdiaml withdiatw to some pari:of JCpeknid 4 iip4 
-iMlMiiig toistiod I^idepdsitioDvi TblubteevedihialUQqil^li^^ 
^^t^Yionrin favoar not on\y of HaxBlhatikkoL ii>{ 'Burke. 
tpMft fbllM^ whose misfortuiK as. iR^ell as i'aule it ia ^ l^ 
'^ikn^nted and^bouKCI at the pubjrc expense, axkd, ivh<> is 
-00t yet mnai^ of irt^ character, although .it/ will soQn» Wje 
^Bder^tatid, he put to the (test, observed that he knew both 
'Btirkeand Hare well; that in particular iie had slept for 
a cbasidierable time with the former before his! trial ; jai^fl 
thai he was decidedly of opinion they were ike best Irislji^ 
^en he ever knew: from which we would x:haritably \nf^ 
•that ht^ ac<;uaintance has been .rather limited and son^^ 
whatsele^^ Several turnkey*' gave evidende to the sam^ 
iefiR?et wkh this youth as tq the expressed intentions cf 
Hare; and ultimately the >Sheriff granted warrant fof th^ 
iiicar<c6Tatidn of thf Jatter^ until he should give caatiQii^'i^ 
-i^&cu) ii^ti. -When Harediscorcered the turn things were t^k- 
-ing, be- recovered' the .u$e of hts speech, and ,9aid. twiice or 
'thr€*e timesy." Ye're no giving me justice; rmsuFc^ ge?i- 
-tlemeny yeVe nogiving me justiceJ'V Observing himgettii^ 
•tt)fe better of the caution be had previously ob$ervefl, m\f^ 
ml qviesilcMis were put.to himy without b(>w^yer elicitii[i|r 
aMy satisfactory answers. " What would .yoM do if you 
wferte to get out of jail?" **: I do not know;. I must do 
^metbing ; I have no money." " Do you consider your- 
self in danger from the mob?" He gave no audible anu 
swer to this ^estion, though he seemed .lob^7ni^t^nj^^<^ 
something. ^^ Would you consider yourself safe in Edin-^ 
burgh ?" " No, I would not consider myself safe in 
Edinburgh." <* Would you consider yourself safe in 
any other: part of this country?" My mind and heart 
tell me that I ought to be ^eB" This aqswe^ ^citied 
some surprise, for had it been comp^t^nt to f>roye any 
thing except his expressed i»lenti<¥vs to quit the, country 

3 



Wpbtt lm< Uiienitiaiiv: witoestfea vnghti halre.i)bca CAsfiy. prol- 
Jduced to whom he hud admitted tbq ibiHrdelr^jrccMft ^llpnoi- 
•decUdonfor "^ieh he Sj'n6w for ever free* r Tbt ;appeaiv 
'iince df Ritre upea this ocoaision was «Boiie than ttaiwitfy 
hideous a&d forbiddhig. The ^* s^ijuii'tdiwselcb'^rrof lh(^ 
'^tness box will not soon be forgot i^\by. those v^W^hafe 
Opened to see him there ; but on Monday ,night he^wf^ii^ 
Comparably VQOiie gruesome and grovilish ; fot in 9r4<0r. to 
^acilirtate the • dperailans of some ^brevolb^sCfi^ ^hQ hi^ 
j'tist ^nistied taking a cast' of ^Sihead,, Ms hair.had b^i^fi 
ittoWn do#Y^ to the very sconce, /with the ^xsepUeiii pi .a 
'ftiil^ge bordering the scalp all rouxiid^'^thus biefidingin Im 
'^ppearaliee the ludicrous with the horrid in. » way and 
matantk tiiiA defies rfU description. His behia^iQjiir>:howr 
^v^f^ kf^aL^ratheb dog^d and cautiQUS ,,tbanjitQpM^^I?? 
■fcr.#fifd. ' Wfeeri he first entered. the apartment^ ^ ftWW- 
•«d vevy^ la^ieh atihirs^eJEtse^ but whea he cim^e .t^ .MP^l^ 
i^alidyaftiBT refloated explanations, tbedtgect ofitb^proh 
i^eedifigs, he grew exc0.edingly restless 'Siid ifidg^ly^ n^l^h^ 
lits -« ttiittic^it hfeart telling him^* that farther kqpriaoC^ 
ihe^ was ^Kfeely to prove either xonvieiiienjt iOr: aslju(t%v)t. 
^pon the whole, however, be is certainly oDe;<^ the^)^ 
tod 'm6st collected viUains that ever lived ;. aild, we a^ 
^nviiided that the ondy ooiisideriaiixin. which gt^e^h^vH 
itidmeiit^c^ ul^sisitt^si^is'^n accidental vision of :tl^e; gallows 
"ffiltkig aci^ol^' hi6 imagination. To this.favouri^')illd|0d^ 
#e haV^ li^le'doubit that he^wiU uitimatelyx:oiBi^»; ^i ij.v ^ 



^^h^ fblic^irig admirable deseriptloh from ■ the graphic 
'pen <^ JtJhti M^iDiarniid, Esq; editor of thd Buknfvies and 
i3airowa/Cdui^ier,a gsentlemah to iHvbmiiteratureia mnoh 
indebted, furnisheife every partie^Iar that can berecjuired 
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tf ' Haired proi9eediiigf» after bis liberaliah; fi'oiai lUe Ciritoti*^ 

hUlJaik . . 

We were reused from our bed on the movniiig of Frt 
dajr the 6<h of Fetouary, bj a mess^ngsn* 'wfad stdted thait 
the nuscreant Hare imd irrmd ht Duibf^es. At first tre 
cotild hardly credit the tnteUigence, afteF wbat lise bad 
fis^n stated in the Fidinburgb papen^; bat on repairing to 
the CQocb cyfiice at the Eing^s Arms Inn, a Mttle afl^ eight 
o*cIack, we discovered that the flews was too true. Hjf^ 
this time a considerable etdwd bad coHeeled, and every 
iBomeht added to its denshy. On being ^lidmitted td the 
hateful presence of the man^ we found him, as was «atu(- 
ial, exceedingly reserved on certain pMitit, but 9urttci|d^ty 
oommvnicative regarding others — particularly the imwm 
employed) as be alieged, by certam aiuiborities^' to faicili- 
tate his.escape to his iKati ve cDontry* At a Jittle past ^i|^ 
oil Thursday night; l?hile a very di&rent impression {^e- 
iaiJied in Edinburgh, he was released from his cell in the 
Cahon-hili Jail, and after being muffled in an old caml^ 
dbak, walked in company with the head Turnkey, asfio* 
as the Pbst-Offieeon Waterloo Bridg0, without meHkig 
with the slightest molestation. At this point bis cdmpii- 
nion cailed a coach, and conveyed him to Newingtoif, 
^here the two waited till the mail came up. The guard's;^ 
cfditicm of the stoiy varies thus far*— that he 'took up an 
unrfaidwti passenger in Nicolson Street, and was Ordered to 
blow the horn there. But the difference is immateriid, 
•and taight easily arise from Hare^ state of mind, and i^ 
tidrance of the ever shifting localities of Edinburglk Be 
this as it may, he got safely seated dn the t»p of the mail, 
without ohalienge, and witbdut suspicion. Ih the way->bill 
be figured as a Mr. Black, w.n<^ ka inappropriate nanle-— 
and the tall man who came to see him iX^ exdailnedy when 

14. -2s 
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the guard said <- all's right,''-T.'^ good bye Mn Black, and 
I wish you well home !" At Noblehouse, the second 
stag^ on the Edinburgh road, twenty minutes are allowed 
for supper, and when the inside passengers al%hted and 
went into the Inn, Hare, was infatuated enough to follow 
their example.^ At^rst, however, be sat down near the door, 
behind backs, with* his hat on, and his cloak closely muffled 
about himi But 'this backwardness was ascribed to his 
modesty^ 'and One of the passengers, by way of encourag- 
ing him^ asked if he was not perishing with cold.. Hare 
relied in. the affirmative, and, then moxring forward^ took 
off bis hat and commenced toasting bis paws at the fire — a 
piece of indiscretion tlmt.ean only be accounted for. by his 
imbecility of c)iaracter. And little indeed was the wretch 
aware that Mh Sandford, advocate, one of the counsel 
employed against him. in the prosecution at the instarioe of 
Daft Jamie^s relatbns, wastben standing almost at his 
elbow. A single glance served all the purposes of the 
fullest recognition, and as Hare niuvely enough remarked, 
" he shook his head at me,"— we suppose it was a shake 
a&er the faslwohrof the ghost in Macbeth, and that tbe 
wretch: was so well aware of its significancy> th^ he fek 
his blood freezing in its course, and that. his hair, iri;he 
.phrenologists had left any remAning^ would have bristled 
" like quills upon the fretted porcupine/* When the 
fguard blew his h6rn, the • associate of Burke managed to 
be first at the coach door, and as there happened to be/oi^ 
,vacant seat, was allowed to go inside. But Mr. S. bd 
•coming forward, immediatety discovefred what had tsikea 
jf>lace, and although something was, said about the cold- 
4iesa of tbe night, determinedly exclaimed, << take: ihat fel- 
low out." Agaio,^ therefore, be was transferred to the. top, 
and then Mr. & to explain .perhaps his seeming hars^QofiS, 
.reVeaJed to his feUow traTelletfs^two . of our own towia^ 
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meii)'V--a 8eonet which we devoutly wish he bad -kept. 
New9^ wbether^goodor bad^ pastake of '!t!ie ^ffusijve oa* 
taxei of Ugbt, and at Beattock, the. guard,, andl even ^tbe 
^rxvipr, became as lear&ed as others^ though: not half) so 
close* StiE as. the. hour was early, the Bi^ti)d«upk|jand the 
iitoafes asleep, no disturbance of amyikind-ooeuered .until 
the tocsin was sounded in. this toirn. Ead^ jof-diu? tbwnlr 
floen hada serjvgrtt in ^waiting to receive .hislUgg«ge> .and 
the inchoDetttj Jafjk-and BlHrToaj bn Peter,. reideit/^ a.hint, 
4He<aeiws fl«w!Uke wiid-fiEe:in ev^ry dir^tiott, (We. hai/^e 
•h*eadyl sj^en of the crowd that: hiidiasseinb^tid shortly 
after ei^ht .o'clock, arid by ten it had becpnj^ ^Ufoctly 
overwhelming. Nearly the whole of tthe High SCrfe&t was 
oae.ooQtinued mass .^ people, so closely wedged, that you 
tmght have.ak^»9t walked i.ovjefe: their heads^ whiter Bi!lCt 
eieuch Street. wasi much io the ^ame ^tate^ jnd^ to..ex|Afes$ 
much iat few. i^ord^ the one, as.fafoas^jnuQihecsL^vjent^ re-r 
tmnded:us (tf a;gr^b fair when the country empties, itself 
of its population,' and the other. of what rtakes^faure; at an 
l^ecmtion. The>numbtos of the pesple kralvamiisly ^ti- 
mated, but the -best judges are of opinion that they exMjld 
hot be under. 8^000. . As it was known tluit Hare was 
bound to Portpfttnick, the ;mob every> where evixieed !th^ 
gl*ebt6ist anxiety to see hiip pa^ and pay their n^spectjs to 
hirb m their otcn woy. B^t ill' the interim of nKiare( than 
lour hcjovs, that elapses beiw^enuhiearrivai o£ the Edin- 
burgh!, and depaarture of tbeOallawaypr Bdrtpatrick mail; 
hundreds if not thousands were admitted ta .see hitn-> knd 
ifipdJi^feax bad bedn levied during the day,.iffdm the.mii^lti* 
(tifdinous. visitors toitbe wiM beast^aiargeftod mi^tfliAve 
jieen raised for i:be pur pdses of charity, though < we quesr 
(tionc ^whether, the poorest person in town wouM have pocr 
-keted. a > farjthibg so ignoniiniously come by. . i. *I^ Edinr 
;burgh. ma|L arrived aboiut twenty, minutes bi^fc^e sev^a, and 
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ds tlie crowd were tooa an tbe -^i vkm^ it becanie ateefr* 
6Bry to ieerete Hare in the (|ip*FDoniBttaefaed.to the liag's 
'Aini». Here,iroin the first, be was survounded by a kmot 
of dmefs and other persons, and as ale was handed to bini^ 
he comtiieBced datteritig to all and sundrj, and dridung 
iibaurd toasta*-^uob as^ ^ bad look to bad. fortune.'' At 
tbis time he 4q)paaiied to be tfa^ worse of tiquor ( and whea 
interrogated as to bis personal identity^ he replied that be 
was indeed the nian,^ and that << there was no Use of deny* 
kig it now;'' but^ all' questions regarding bis crinaes be 
eTaided, hy statesg that <* he bad said enough befoce'^*-** 
cf bad 4one his duty in Edinburgh,^' &c. &o. To faaYe 
presided him on such points would have been the height of 
folty, for- even if he had been disposed to speak out, no 
reliance could bavie been placed in bis statesientsr; and just 
aa ill-tinied, in Oiur opinion^ w^e the tfareatenii^ address* 
ed) and tbe reproaches showered upon him by a variety of 
persons* Betwixt nine and ten o^dock an intelligent 
genf lemaii vinted Hare, and shortly alter he was taken 
into a closet off the tap^room,^ and left in the presence of 
three individuals. After vmrious quebtions, touching 
^iefiy his icahy history, in the course of which be stated 
that fae had almost no money ,:and had tasted no food from 
the time be had left the prison, the gentleman allmled to 
gave htmfa ao<ver>eign, and tUs piece of kisdneas jseened to 
surprise hint so mueh that he actually burst ifito tears, 
though his beai^ing had been Huffcientiy usffiiiching before. 
When thid visitor retired, those without, forced tbe door, 
and crowded tjie dbset to su&eation. : In an in^a&t Hare 
was nosed, and squeezed inio the smallest posabk corner^ 
and. strongly reminded us of a hunted fox when he stops 
short, turns round, shows his teetb^ tfaojugb unable to Ay^ 
and vainly attempts to keep the jow^ers at^bay^ In the:ab. 
t>ence of the police^ his sitiaalion.Wais far.from being free from 
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4m^;'BmA ^siicUta^dFeadlfil torrent of ^therimpre^^* 
tioQs f^ Biiirke bim ! Burke bimP' resounded so loudly, 
tb«€ we nctuiiily believed be vould be mufdered on .the 
«pot One old womon-^-tbe ofdj one in th^ crowd — waa 
particularly eipphatio and ferooioits in ber gestures, ;4nd 
s^^med anxioua to get forward to strike <^ «be villain" witH 
tbe bA]t4^end of a dirty ragged umbrella* l^ut «he ooisld aot 
makie.her way thndu^gh. the cvoWd ; and lucky it was fbrib^! 
object pfber abhorrence; ior ilnsefaief, like fire, ae^ds.only 
a be^ning, and if but one individual bad set an exampk 
pf violence^! we belinye ,it. would /bare be^n very gteevaUy; 
followed. , Wben tbe police arrived;) tbe room was cleared, 
and Ham re-conveyed to tb# tapraos^^hene.crofRdscon^ 
UMed t« visit bim^. almost up to tbe hour, (eJevAi o'cAack) 
when tbe Galloway- mail "w^m expected t6 rstart. : >Witb a 
view to this, the inn yard was cleared n»ot without difficulty, 
the bocses put to^ and tbe coach brought out ; but^tba 
mob, who^ Argus^lik«, and with fsir more tbaa Ms ejeoi 
anxiously watched every opportunity, had previously tikea 
tbeir plans almost by instinct, and their aspect appeared so 
truly tbrealiening, that it was impossible to drive tbe mail 
akmg the High Street, if Hare iras either out or inside^ 
with &afelty to any person ce^neected with it. In these cbr^ 
cumstanceg, and white two passeogers were sent forward a 
lew miles in gigs, tbe coach started perfectly empty, if wa 
except the guard and driver, and one ok' Bailie Fraser^a 
sons, wbo seemed anxious to protect Ins fathered property* 
^ be crowd cqsened and recoiled so far, and the tremendous 
rush-P-ibe appaliiag waves on waves of people— vfar exceecU 
ed in magnitude and 4nt^nsity, any thing we ever wknesB^ 
ed in Dumfries before. When near tbe post-office, the 
coach was surrounded, tbi& doors opened^ and the interbr 
exposed ; and.thougb this proceeding sensed to allay sus* 
pidon, ib^e cry soon resounded tax and w^ide that the, mis^ 
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et^Dtttt1;,' who was known to be a small' man, bad mao^d* 
uy>qu6e»e himself titto ihe boot, Wle have taid that the 
i»i>b teid concocted a plan^and from all we can learn, their 
resoki^n wasr, to stop the niail at tbejaofiddltBiof the bridge, 
mA precipitate Hare over its goodly p&insipet kito the river, 
Jailing this, they had fully determined to' w»y*Iay the 
coach at Cassy lands toUJbar^ and subject hurito 8on^e<^hep 
spisteies of panishmeilt; and m>prGiof of this^ we need ooly 
Mate, that they had. forcibly btirTVoaded the gat^s. But 
ixifaeti it>becattie * obvious that Hare was Neither io nor on 
the nail, the gaard and drivier'.were •allowed' to fnrbo<>ed ; 
and we^here mention, that Mr. Fra$er, juhv while return^ 
img'bone on'foot,'was hooted and threatened, taeipely (v&m 
baying been upon the top of the maiU > Even those who 
interfered in his behalf, were exposedf toa^ow^r«f mud, 
$ind ourselves amofttg others, was so honoai^^d for daring 
to take the part of an tinofiendiDg citi?^. But that is a 
matter of no moment, otherwise weeoiild'teil a nilmber of 
'itmikr/taies^ Hiare,.a8 we faaye said,^was not/ allowed 
to -go by the niaily and when that fact became igeoe-' 
rally known; * group after group continued, to .vkrit the 
monster^s d^n, though policemen with their stavesg^ard^ 
ed>the mouth, of .the King^s Arma Entry, kept the 
mob at bay, and/ enly ado^tted whom tfa^y pieasedj 
By these successive vjsitom, 'be /.was foi^ced to sit or stand 
in all positions, and cool, and insensate, and apathe^ as 
beseems^ he was. occasionally almost frii^htened out of his 
wits. Abuse of every kiod was ptentifuliy heaped on him, 
a$ the .only ^Sitting incense that could meet bis ear ; and 
oBciKoman, it is said, .seized lum fay :the coliar^ and nearly 
stifangled him^ while a . sturdy .ostler who happened t»i he 
present, though ^pechaps not at. the same : moment,, ad^ 
dressed him in these emphatic words— f^^ . Whaur are ye . 
gaufly oriwbaur can. ye gang to ?«-*^Hell's o^yerwgoqd £d|7 
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tbi? like o^ 70t]^-4he Yieryideevils, for fear o^ lAiachie^ wadrin 
daur to let ye in; and:as for beeven that's, entirely, out oi* 
the question/^ Another mairtokl him that he. should ne^ 
ver rise off his knees, and many that..*' he ishouid hang 
faimser on the first tree be cam"* .to;** On one occasion he 
wasnoeoaced by a mere boy, ^hiii others urged hioi bn 
and to(»k his part, and at this .Ume^ he became so miich ii^- 
ri4iated that he told them '^ to come ool and give kim fair 
play.'' A second time when pres^d beyond what^heoould 
bear, be took up his btmdle and walked: to the doorv* de- 
termiiiied, as he said, to let the mbb ^' tak' their will o' 
him.'* In this effort, he was checked by a medical man; 
^t it would be endless to repeat all that oocurrdd while 
Hare remained a prisoner in the tap-l room. ... i 

Daring the whole fbnwioon Mr. Fra^r was apprehenr 
sive for the safety of his premises, and naturally anxious 
^oejeict the culprit who had : rendered them so obnoxious 
In fiKtt^ the whole town l^s so compl^ely convulsed^ tthn^ 
it was impossible to tell what would happen next, and ia 
these circumstiinces, and after due deliberation, ori.tttt 
part of our magistrates, who had a very onerous duty to 
peirform, an expedient was hit on and successfully executed, 
though the chances seemed' ten to one against it. Betwbtt 
twof and three o'clock, a ebaise and piir were brought to 
the door of the King's Arms Inn, a trunk buckled on, and 
a great fuss made; and while these means were emp^ybd 
as a decoy duck, another ^chaise was got ready almost, at 
-the: bottom of the back entry, a.nd eoimpletely exckided 
from the view of the mob, if we except a posse of idle boys. 
The next step was to direct Hare- to clamber or rather 
^jump out of the window oF bis prison, and crouch like a 
eat along the wall -facing the stables,, so as -to escape ob- 
servationt' Tiiispart of bis* task was well executed^ rand 
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Abe moment be got to tlie bottom and jumped into thp 
chAi&ie, the doora were closed and tbe pomliaa oidereA to 
drive like Jehu. And rarelj has abettcft* use bees Hiade 
of the whip ; and never perhaps^ in the ineaiory of mao, 
did a chaise rattle so furiously akmg the .stilts ot\ I>unii- 
friet. . To pass Mrw Rankioe^ and round tbe corner at 
Mrs* Richardaon'^s brew^y, was literally the w*rk <rf a 
few momentS) and here the tinrn was taken so shatply, thie^ 
the chaise ran for some time on two. wheels^ and/ had very 
nearly been overturiied* Had it rcdlly upset, Hari?,.iU>. k 
eertatnty, would have been torn to pieces i but thedrivor 
Jcnew that he was engagsdin a very, perilous service', . and 
prbeecfded onwards at a prodigious paee^ lashing right and 
left all the whiles The mob by this time had become sttfih 
pieioQs that a manceuvre of some kind was ill the a^t of 
beii^ executed, and as the chaise-driver had a conBtderable 
n^nd to make, they ^moved in a twinkling, and in prodL- - 
gidus masses, with the viewof intecoepting bimriiboul; tbe 
niiddle ^f the Sands. The/ rash dbwn Bank Street baffles 
mil descripUOD^ and can only be cbmpared to the letting out 
of v^atera^ or rather to the descentjof a mighty )ciltaractt. 
Enmntrom the<^posite sideoi' the river,; numbers, . when 
tfaejnHtnesseid tbe speed /of the chaise, imme(biktely susi- 
|)ected' w'hiit iiad takfn place, and rushed 'with sUcb fury 
acmss the Old Bridge, that the driveir ran the greadest pos- 
i^e risk of bmng .outflanked . and aunrounded on every 
«de ; and nothing, in facty but 4he taatitlejof his steeds, and 
the: willing arm that Urged them fidirward, saved bis pas- 
senger from instant death, aid. himsell^ perhaps,, from n 
terrible sousing. 'At every little interval be was interc^it^ 
«d and threate^ied; and though. Hare eiWIeavoured to hrej> 
up the near pannel, aiki also cow^Sed down to be otit::af 
harm^s way, three stone were thrown at, and enteped-; tbe 
diai8e-M)ne of them heavy enough to have knocked his 



brainy outf ^f Stop! al^pll^t die inurder^r oiit4'1 y[l^r4 
Routed' by a hMW}r^ vqji^e^iilt ,i^H5ej<,an4: ,wbiieflp«f^ 
Stood stiii from |jiabit^tj l^^fiin) others, ifttp^edi^t^ij. isypt 
pUed their plocesi and dosed, yp alinqsJt wit)):tl^^ ^ecd f^ 
thouglit|, nearly the >vhole ^wake: of tjh?. careening /vebif^t 
As an icDprc^sioi^ pi^yailed that the driver m^ai^t tog^llpp^ 
put the Gallow/|y. road, there was a general r^sk to th^ 
ivestejD apgle of' the Njew Bridge, i^nd this mistake ,4y>er 
^atod as a diversion in his favour. Nor were the few ipo-r 
ments gained mis-employed. The sharp corner of J)r, 
Wood's la,boratory was cleared almost at, 4 single bo^nd^ 
^nd as he had . then a broad street |)efore him, notljiifig 
could well exceed the fury with which he drove qp tc^ tlji^ 
jail door. , Mr. Hunter had previously receive^ ii^scl^ei 
^ud though a strong chain was placed behind tl^eii^oQir} aii^ 
opening was left.to^mit the fugitive ;ja^d into this.gif}|^ 
he;leiapt, hopr^tep^and^^ipp— a thousand .tipi?ej5;|hore hj^ 
py to get int9 prison ^ibantfie .majority of crimpal&.^l^.ff^ 
g^t.out of it!. His escu^. enraged tbe^ mob greii;tly, and 
tt^e sq^ne of action ii^ust novi^ he. sbjiffed frocn the K^iagV 
Arms ; Inn , to the neighbourhood of the^ jaiL A^ ^h^ 
^umbers increased, th^y laid regi^Ur siege to 4^ pl«ce of 
6af(^ty,.prev^n^iQg all ingress or ^gresi^ excepting ^t cpi^i^ 
derable peirsoual risk. Fi^ood four tp eight o'clpck ,noth jfig 
l^uti clamour and riptiog were beaifd ; and at nightfall 4))^ 
sipa^hed and extinguished the^ ne^re^t gas lampd, for fe^ 
sons th^t may be easily enoi^gh cqpc^ived. The^ pofK|^ 
rous knocker of a m9st ponderous door was wrench^firQui 
its spc;lf ef by mam forije, and successive shpwers of stq^($s 
thrown with sudi violefnce into the courtryard^ ^^t U^e 
chjmney cans of som^ of the buildings were broifexu ^jPc^* 
>|int of a better battering^raai, the samemefns were jtr^cfl 
to foioe.tljue entrfince.tq the; jaij, and ;the,f:elpoun^ of the 
stones wfis so bufl, incessant, and long conXiimed, th^^t the 
14. ' 2 T 
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HihM)itaiit^ of dudcrffetidb Street. w^e undei" the ^eatest 
dj^rehensio^s fot the siifety 61 their diri^Iliags. Though 
the militia stttff and police, exerted themselves to the tiu 
niost^ tfleir 'numbers were inadequate to preserve proper 
dftier vand i^was not till near eight o'clock^ when a* hun- 
dred special constables were sworn in, and appeared amt\sd 
^ilh batons oh the spot, that the peace of the town was 
i^-^a^stired. Previous to this, nearly the whole front win- 
dows of die bourt-house were smashed, as well as a few in 
an luljoining building,' though that, we believe, occurred 
by aeeident. ' By some, too, it was proposed to pay a ^mi- 
lar ^on[ipliment to every doctor in town, and by others lo 
provide thr barrels and peats for the purpose t)f iking the 
doors of the jail. Indeed, from wbat we have fieard^ it 
^eeni^ nearly certain that the latter schen^e would have 
been carri^ 4nto execution, and that nothing prevented 
the jail from being partially burnt and sacked, but the 
Iswtoring in of the special constables — a measure that 
should have been adopted some hours earlier. In spite of 
th^ noise "occa^oned 'by the uproar and ceaseless hum of 
littman voices. Hare was in bed and sound asleep; and we 
chii^ say our authorities were a good deal puzzled what to 
do whh him, and tery -heartily banned the cause that had 
£dd him to pollute Dumfries with 4)is hateful presence. 
Diiring the whole day, business had been interrupted, if 
not 'sfuspended, and it was feared, if he remained over- 
Tiight, that the scenes of Friday would be renewed and 
aggravated, by large importations of persons from the 
couiftry; Still so- long as the streets leading to the jail, 
aiid' other parts of the* town were in a state of commotion, 
it seemed tiiexrtoimpossible to get out of the way, and if 
tlte'mob bad remained firm to their purpose of keeping vf- 
gilant watch arid ward, 'we know not what would hf^h 
biJenihe final' result. But as the night waxed their rcfeo^ 



lution cooled, and at <me o'clock on Saturday mor^ping oo^ 
a single individual was seen in Buccieuch Street b^youd 
those on official duty. As the c^^portunity was too good 
to be lost^ Hare was roused from his troubled slqmberSf 
and Ordered to prepaife for - his immediate departure^ 
Wbil0 putting on. his clolbes be trembled violently^ a|i9 'wr 
quined eagerly for his cloak avd bundjle- But as,tliese ar* 
ticWs* were not at haiid, be was tpld that be must ^o wUb- 
out therD, and thank his stars into the bargain tb^t be bad 
a prospect of escaping with whole bones, ^s, tbe whole 
population of Galbway were io; arms, and as the/mMl bad 
been surrounded and seardied on Friday at Crocketfprd 
toll-bar, add probably at every other stage betwixt ' I^um- 
frie^ and Portpatrick, it was in vain to escort bim across 
the bridge; and in these circumstances he wasrecon^nend^ 
ed to take another route. He at onc^e consented, and ^fer 
being guided to Hood^'s loaning by two militia>-men apd a 
Sheriff's officer, and fairly put on the Annan road* ti§ was 
left to his own reflections and resources. At three .^'clodk 
be "was seen by a boy passing Dodbeck, and muH have 
been beyond the Border by the break qf day, though a. ret 
port was circulated on Saturday and Sunday, that Jlie.bad 
been discovered at Annan and stoped to d^ath. ^utittus 
mistake was corrected yesterday by the driver of the I9aili 
who reported that he saw him at a quarter past fi^fe, on 
Saturday evening, sitting beside two stone-breakers oq^ tbe 
public road, within half a mile of Carlisle* As the coach 
passed he held down his head^ bu^ fhe driver; recognised 
him, notwithstanding, as well aa a gentleman whp, was on 
the top of the; mail. The news .soon spread,. and .9^ a 
nu9iber of persons went to see bim, he was told he wpu^ 
be murdered if he went into Carlisle; and although .he ap* 
peared completely " done upy" be turned off by tbp New« 
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d^fe ro&d/ and doubttess miide bis bed in the open 

' ' SldcJe writing the aboV^, we have learnt that Hare wa<i 
8i^n on Sunday morning las!, at a small village about two 
itdt^'s bejond Carlisle. During"lhej)receding- night, h0 
biid slept, as is believed, in an out'-honse, and seemed to be 
riidVing onwards trusting to circililistances, and without 
akiy 'fi^ed purpose, if we except the Wi*etched bne of pro^ 
ionging, as lonfg as possiblis^ hi^ miserable ifre. -In Eng-» 
land he is c^ritainfy mncih safer tHa'n in 'Scotland, partiqu- 
larfy'^ibce the publication ^ Burke's Confession ; but still 
it is Hardly possible, and eert^niy ildt desirable that a 
w*0<<fti stich as he is— steeped to the very dhSii iii Wood — i^ 
KfaDQid ^xA a pemrabent tefatitig plakie for the soleof his 
foot irf any part of the British domiiiidns. While a lat^ 
greaftfiigiti^ found only fijes in the officers of justice, aU 
«idst every man is natiirally and irresiJ^tibly tbe eOethy of 
Hare; and, perhaps, since the days of but first parents^ 
rtiete never existed a human being, of whoih it coiild be 
said With less justice, « thfe worfd ?s air-before him, where 
toicfeobse his pfece of rest." 'Like thfe ferst murderer, he 
bears>a teirk^abotrt' him, Which eveh those who riirt inay 
Mald^^ 'And'sekred*and ossifi^ as ftis'<;6nscience may b^; 
tl)<fe^$s a 'worm gnawing at.it, that Vill never die ; and w6 
fondly ho^ that tlie intehsfe moirafl loathing— the universal 
«xtct*atidn — the curses deep as welF'as loud — excited by 
isritne^, which make humahity lurn pale, will- have mor^ 
i?fiH?6t than a hundred aidts of Parliirfieht) in blotting oqt 
(dimilaf crimes from our crfendafr,' arid' restoring Scotland 
to \%s *Wbnted' propriety. Btill 'w« rejoice ^ that our' Magis^ 
trKte^ Wtte itm atid ienKgtitened' ebottgh to prevent anjr 
tHfn'glAe p^rsdnal' violence frdm being' offered tcy the hiisJ. 
cfeant ijt*tKfi town ; a ffeehtig which, if necessary, we could 
justify on a thousand and one grounds. It has been often 

6 
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■tiid that most of the horrors of fche French Revolution 
might be ascribed to the first deliberate murder which the 
fxypulace were allowed aad 'eticoiiTttged to perpetrate, and 
that eVer after they appeared' to be as insatiable in theiv 
thirst for vengeance, as the lioft is that has once lapped 
human blood. If Prbvidende, wh^n'be^nterfered specially 
ill fhe^ afiairs of the world, left Cain to watider homeless on 
th^ face of the earth, why may not Hare' be subjected to 
the same Epet^ies of punishment? and without wishing to reu 
fine too far, we may say, as the Roman said long agc^ 
<* every thing must bow to the majesty of the law ; and 
that from the weightiest circumstance down to the smallest, 
ihere i^ a medium course— <i middle path— beyond which 
too rectitude can exist.^ 

HARE'S APPEARANCE, &c. 

We believe we speak within bounds, when we say, that 
scarcely an individual among the thousands who visited . 
Hare here, could have idehtified him from the descriptions 
given in the Edinburgh papers; and still lessfi^om the c&i 
ricatures in the shape of wOod^ blocks- or cuts, whioh^ 
when daubed over with printer's ink, were palmed on tk^ 
public as excellent iilcenesses.* Close confinement may 
have made him thinner, and terror and rdEbdtion more' 
sobdued ; but hi^^ features, of course, ' remain unaltered $ 
and in place of the goulishness, s^mlar; &nd ferocity, upon 
Ivbi'ch the changes have been wrung so long, the pep^ile in 
this quarter could cmly recognise the contrary characterise^ 
tics of apathy^ vacancy, and metital imbe(:iHty. His eyes 
are watery, curiously shaped, and hav« certainly a pecujt^ 
airity about them, which seems to^hover betwixt leering and 

* Mr. M*D. do^ not appear to have seen our copperplate eng^ving» 
which is allowed to be an excellent likeness. 
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■qukotiog:; tlie forehead iii lo*f, a», to \^l |tiurderep$ ;' cpf|» 
hAthmes^ is Targe — dtedtrUctiveas^ess widdlittg ; ; t}^ no$f|| 
mouthy Apd chjn,. very rulgor aod cdrnwon-pJaciB ; ani^ b\^ 
ccHintenance^ oo the wbdle, . tbaugh it ra^y bj^ ray more ^ 
lt»fofi \^.hat we; may. call a sinister dash of exp^-essipn, ipf 
dicates anything butinteiwe ferociou?!i,ess. The commoq 
remark was, that <* he was a poor siljy-looking body ;'''9p4 
notbiog can better desaribe his £[ppe4rance ; fpr thougt) 
Hare is certainJy no beauty^ every one has^seen hundreds of 
iugHer men. He.can tJeitber read nqr write, and his mindyiti 
otbenre&pects, is just as untutored asan Esquimaux I ndian''s« 
,Whalris ealled the moral sense, seems in hiqi) to stand below 
jserovaod in this opinion we^are borne out by all tbe^ medical 
gentlemen who had an opportunity of seeing and conversing 
with him here. He is five feet six inches high, and weigh- 
ed, he says, .at oqe. time, 10 atones. When his venerable, 
and we understand, respectable mother, visited Edinburgh 
about a fortnight afier be was apprebendedj she Stated that 
he was about twenty^five ye^s of age, and this part of his 
personal history be seems only to know qn her authority. 
He isninativeof ,Arm-agb> though he refused to tell the 
particular pfirkib. His father, who is dead, was a Protes-? 
lajit.;>his mother is. a Csatbolic; and though he never 
cared much: about the matter, and either could not, qb 
^irould not give the nafoe of the priest he attended, he 
^ems jnclined to. prefer bis mother'* religion. : He; bas 
two brothers and two sistws alive. He caiKie to Scotland 
ten years ago,, and aUter landing at Workington, thividU)^ 
to Newcastle, &c.. He worked seven years with Mr. Da«r-' 
son, at the canal boats, Edinburgh, and two years witb Mr. 
JohnstojB, quarryman... .He married m<»:e thaq two, ye^rs 
ago, and has.twb cbiidren. His wife> be sny s, was lately m 
Glasgow, and got somebody to write a letter to tbe gover- 
nor of the jail, stating particulars " wblch are nd^bp<dy^*s 
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business/' aftd swggie*ling an arrangement for ^efeting her 
husband in sbn^ partUt* Ireland. With regard ib fiui*e; 
hm statfemeuts w6re sd loose ^nd contradictory, thilt i*4 
qiiestibn' whether any ott* feeard him say tfee ifame 'thildg 
t^ce over. Sometimes he d^ied, and eometiaies adkrrilted 
that he had iSeen his con&s^^n ; sometimes hinted' ^at 
the whole truth was not yet kniall^ and at bthers thfet far 
more had been said than was tru^ To one*iper^()ti 'hfe 
averred'that he had only witnessed ti^ morderg ; and he 
^as only, perhaps, consistent in this, that he seemed ijlii- 
Ibrcaly willing to blacken his associate, and whi^wash hitn- 
sdf. Burk^^s statement that his fetnate associltt^ bad^nd 
kno^kdge of the murders committed, goes far to dam^ige 
l^is whole testimony, and if both assas^hs bad b^n cdti- 
fVssed and gibbetted, we question whether the ti'Qth'eOttld 
have been got at between them ; and though we think it 
right to give the above particulars, ' we would not, for our* 
own parts, believe a single word that Hare says, where the 
the circufn$tabce he speaks to is at all material, if niisiip- 
ported by; other evidence. To one gentleman. who press^ 
him pretty closely, he positively declared that he behenred 
that even Paterson himself was ignorantof the manner in 
which thetf (meaning, of course, Barke add himself), . caane 
by samany subjects. A great number of piersonfr v^ere 
certain that they had seen Hare before?, and otie'oclwo 
farmers insisted that he had worked as ^ reaper on their 
lands. But he denied ever having been in Dumfries-shire 
or Galloway, and it seems probable that this is the real 
truth, otherwise it is very difficult to explain why he did 
not leave the mail at Albany Place and proceed to Port- 
patrick quietly on foot, before the hue and err was raised 
here* To one of the individuals who saw him out of 
town, and who strove to open bis eyes tojthe enormity of 
his |;uilt, he remarked, as soon as he could speak from ter« 
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ror, « this feas been a terrible day |br me." "Yefi," «aid 
UieotheTi .^^|alo^^ terrible than any (Jay J^eyer wi|iie!55e4 
in Duttifrie«, a,nd all owing to your ow|i character." Tq 
this he aeeflOed tQ assent, jE^nd «dded empHalieally,^ ^^ I ^e^ 
it now." Again the otbe* ejafbrc^d tbcj gregt duty of: re* 
peiitaDce, and found hiniv for tlie moiQei^t, apparently; pe- 
nitent, though he ;5oon recurred tp bi$ wo^Wjy prospect* , 
and sttd^**^ it''4i qf no \ise going tp my qwh cpunti^r-rc^:. in- 
deed anywhere." On this hi^ guide adyis^ biip. to.tty 
aod g^ t9^ei$puth, and i^li^t as a private. in soipf^e of the 
regitn^i^ of th0 Kast India C^nnp^ny. His answer waS| 
^f Qod knows what I .will do, though I mu0t do some* 
thing.'* And here be went on his way^ after offering to 
shake hands with the oiicers» and thanking them for Seeing 
him ottt <^ town. 



Haie has not been heard of since the morning of Suncby 
the 8th Feb. It is j^obable that.he has foond his way to 
liTerpool, where a passage to Dublin could be readily pro* 
cuced, or that he has embarked at one of the Cumberland 
ports.. By this time. he may be in Ireland, where iie can 
iitde bis guilty, head with less fear of detection. We may 
Iiepe4bat his. presence ^ill never again |)oIiute ouic »>iL 
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' : CONFESSIONS OFi: WILLIAM BUJftEE- .; . . 

. i 1 ^ J V < 

J; That oikr Teadehs iriay not( be distppomted, \^£;praiit 
entire the coD^saionsof/BiiFkeas receivM.hj.tbe SheidfT^ aa 
Well a& the inorte tomplete one obtained b^. thQ.Cou3P9Xltixft^sk 
f«pir^:: The aiSQQQnt of kis.ci;tmes:)C(mtai9Qd in. qtur^insH 
moiF was so fall and {cotfrect^ that these iaight ali^voab hard 
been sparfed ; but eveiii at the ri^k of incurriDg, the charge 
of repetition^ we presoit ivbatever possesses iirtej^st.^ \,i.. . 



LETTER FROM THE SHERIFF TO THE RIGSHTHON; TIHE././ 

" '■ '. '-.' ' t i '- x6s»: pr6vo8T4 ../ ■- .; ..^ '...SZ 

Sheriff's Office, Edmifurgh, Feb. ^^ IB^ ^ 
MyXor© ;Paoyo&T, ... . ; . ^ 



- As it is now fully nnderstoodi: that. .aE pr^cbedings:^ 
a- cdminal nature against William Ha^e >have ite^mmtu 
ted, it has appeared to the Lord Advocate, that the Cocn-^ 
i](innity Have a right to expect a..d)sclof»nre ot tbo «bn- 
teiits qf the Confessions! m^e. by William, JBui^kefafte* 
his don viiction. ' 1 haviey theFefbre,: been direcHed ta pido^ 
those Confessions in your Lordship's hands, with a viem 
to tbetr being given to the public, at such time, and iii 
such a manner as you may deem most advisable.; 

Your Lordship is already aware that the first of these 
Confessions was taken by the SheriflF- Substitute, on the 
3d day of January last, in consequence of Burke having 
intimated a wish to that effect , The second was taken 
on the 22d of the same month, a few days before Burke's 
execution ; and in order to give it every degree of au- 
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thenticity, Mr. Reid, a Roman Catholic Priest, who had 
been in regular attendance on Burke, was requested to 
be present. 

It may be satisfactory to your Lordship to know, that 
in the information which Hare gave to the Sheriff on the 
1st of December last, (while he imputed to Burke that 
active part in those deeds, which the latter now ass%ns 
to Hare,) Hare disclosed nearly the same crimes in point 
of number, of time, and of the description of persons 
murdered, which Burke has thus confessed; and in the 
few particulars in which they differed, no collateral evi- 
dence could be obtained calculated to show which of them 
was in the right. , 

Your Lordship will not be displeased to learn, that af- 
ter a very full and anxious inquiry, now only about to be 
concluded, no circumstances have transpired calculated 
to show that any other persons have lent themselves to 
such practices in this city, or its vicinity ; and that diere 
is no reason to believe, that any other crimes have been 
committed by Burke and Hare, excepting those cbn- 
tained in the frightful catalogue to which they have con<n 
fessed. 

. In ccoicluding, I need hardly suggest to your Lordship 
the propriety of not making those Confessions public^ 
until such time as you are assured that Hare has been 
actually liberated from Jail. I have the honour to 
l^, My Lord, your Lordi^ip's most obedient humble 
servant,. ' 

AD. DUFF. 

Tlj^ Right Hon. the Lord Provost^ S^c. S^c* 
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0]?FICIAL CONF£8SX03fS OF BURKE IN THE JAIL« 

Present, Mr. George Tait, SheriflF-Substitute; Mr. Ar- 
chibald Scott, Procurator-Fiscal; Mr. Richard J. 
, Moxey, Assistant Sheriff Clerk. 

Edinburgh, 3d Jan. 1829. 

Compeared William Burke, at present under sentence 
t>f death in the gaol of Edinburgh, states, that he never 
saw Hare till the Hallow-fair before last, (November 
1827,) when he and Helen M'Dougal met Hare's wife, 
with whom he was previously acquainted, on the street ; 
they bad a dram, and he mentioned he had an intention 
to go to the west country to endeavour to get employ- 
ment as a cobbler, but Harems wife suggested that they 
had a small room in their house which might suit hira 
and M*Dougal, and that he might foHow his trade of a 
cobbler in Edinburgh, — and he went to Hare's house, and 
^continued to live there, and got employmentas a cobbler* 

An old pensioner, named Donald, lived in the house 
about Christmas 1827; he was in bad health, and died 
a short time before his quarter's pension was due — that 
he owed Hare L. 4 ; and a day or two after the pens- 
ioner's death, Hare proposed that his body should be 
sold to the doctors, and that the declarant should ^et a 
share of the price. Declarant said it would be impossi?? 
ble to do it, because the man would be coming in with 
the coffin immediately ; but after the body was put into 
the coffin, and the lid was nailed down. Hare started the 
lid with a chisel, and he and declarant took out the corpse 
and concealed it inthe bed, and put tanner's bark from 
behind the house into the coffin, and covered it with a 
js^et, ^nd nailed down the lid of the cofjin, and the cof- 
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fin was then carried away for interment. That Hare did 
not appear to have Jbeen: ooncerned :in any tbiqg pf the 
kind before, and seemed to be at a loss how to get the 
boQy disposed of, and he and Hare went in.thl^ evening 
to the yard of the ; College, and saw .a person lil^e .^ s|;u- 
dent there, and the declajaiit asked him if there, were toy 
of Dr. Monro's men about, because he did not know there 
was any other way of disposing of a dead body^nor did 
Har«. Tb^ young man as|ked ^hat they wajnted with Dr. 
Monro, knd the deckrant told him that he had. a sutjjefit 
to dispose ^f, and the yotmg man Referred him tp ^r. 
JQdox, No. 10, Surgeons' Square, aod they went there^ 
find saw young gehtlemen whom he , now knows to he 
Jones, Miller, and Terguson^ and told tbism t^t th^y 
had a subject to dispose of, but they did not ask how 
fhcfy had obtained it; and they told the decl^r^nt and 
Hai*e to come back when it was dark, and thait they ^hem-^ 
•elves woidd find a porter to carry it : Declarant ^c} 
Hare went home, and put the body into a ^acky and car^ 
riefl it to Surgeons' Square, and not knowing how to dis-r 
pose of it, laid it down at the door of the cellar, and went 
lip to the room where die three young men s$iw them, 
ftnd told them to bring up the body to the roopa,. which 
they did, and they took the body out of the sack, ^nd 
laid it on th^ dissecting table : That the shirt wa$ on the 
body, but the young n!ien asked no questions as tp,that« 
and the declarant and Hare, at their desire^ took off the 
shirt, and got L.7, 10s. Dr. Kno^ caipe iq after thq 
diirt was taken off, and looked at the body, and proposed 
they should get L.T, 10s. and authorised Jones tQ settle 
with thein ^ and he asked no questions as to how thq 
body had been obtained. Hare got L.4, 5$., and the 4^- 
clarant got L.3, 5s. Jones, &c. said that they wolild b0 



.W£ST PQftT MCJBB£R8. 333 

:gkd to he^ Ithem again wh^n they had any other i^ody to 
dispose of. * -" 

Early lalst spruig^ 1928) a woman from Gilmierton 
caon^ to Hare's house as a nightly lodger^ Ha(^ keeping 
.^tenlbedft for lodgersr: Tha^ sbe'wiEis ik stmnger, and 
she and Hare became merry, and drank together; and 
ii^t morning she Was very ill in consequence of What 
$he had got» smd she sent for more drink, 4nd she and 
Hare dratik tog^bar^ and she became very sick und vt>- 
mited, and at that time shd had not risen from bed, and 
Hare then $^id thaH they would try and smother her in 
order to dispose of her body to the Doctors : That sh^ 
was lying oil her badk in the bed, and quite insensible 
ix,(^xk drink, ^d Hare clapped his hand on her mouth and 
nose, and the declarant laid himself across her body in 
order to prevent het making any di^urbanccj and she 
never stirred, and they took her out of bed and u^ 
dre^^d hiar, and put her into a chest, and they men- 
tion^ to Dr. Knoi's youiig hien that they had another 
subject} and Mr. Miller sent a porter to meet them in the 
^evening at the back of the Castle; and declarant and 
Hare carried the chest till they met the porter, and they 
accompanied the porter with the diest to Dr. Knox^s 
ic]ass^xoom, and Dr. Knox came in when they were 
therie ; the body was cold and stiff. Dr. ^ox approved 
pf its being so fresh, but did not ask any questions. 

The next was a man named Joseph, a miller, who had 
been lyifag badly in the house: That he got some drink 
from declarant and Hare, but was not tipsy; he wa* 
very ill, lying in bed, and could not speak soinetimes, and 
there Was a report on that account that there was fever 
in the house, which made Hare and his wife uneasy in 
C.a3e it should keep away lodgers, and they (declarant and 
flare) agreed that they should sitffocate him for the 
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(3iime purpose, and tbe declarant got a stasll pillow and 
laid it across Joseph's mouth, and Hare lay across the 
ibody to keep down the arms and legs, and he was dis- 
posed of in the same manner, to the same persons, an<l 
the body was carried by the porter who carried the last 
;body. 

In May 1828, as be thinks, an old woman came to the 
liouse as a lodger, and she was the worse of drink, and 
-Aie.gat more drink of her own accord, add she became 
jyery, drunk, and declarant sufibcated her; ai^d Hare was 
iDot in the house at the time $ and^she was di^)osed of in 
:the same mann^. 

Soon afterwards an Englishman lodged there for some 
inights, and. was ill of >the jaundice: that he was in bed 
very unwell, and Hare and declarant got above him and 
held him down, and by holding his mouth suffocated 
.him, and disposed of him in the same manner. 
. Shortly afterwards an old woma^n named Haldane, 
(but he knows nothing farther of her) lodged in the 
•bouse, and she had got some drink at the time, and got 
more to intoxicate her, and he and Hare suffocated her, 
^aqd disposed. of her in the same manner. 

fSoop afterwards a cinder woman came to the hpuse as 
a lodger, as he believes, and she got drink from Harettnd 
the declarant, and became tipsy, and she was half asleep, 
and he and Hare suffocated her, and disposed of her 
in the same manner. 

About midsummer 1828, a woman, with her son, 
or grandson, about twelve years of age, and who seemed 
to be weak in his mind^ came to the house as lodgers ; 
the woman got a dram, and when in bed ^eep, he and 
Hare suiEbeated her ; and the boy was sitting at the Hfe 
in the kitchen, and he and Hare took hold of him, and 
carried him into the room and suffocated hiiQ. T^f 
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were put into a herring barrel the same night, and carried 
to Dr. Knox's rooms. 

That, soon afterwards, the declarant brought a wo- 
man to the house as a lodger, and after some days she got 
drunk, and w^s disposed of in the same manner : Tliat 
declarant and Hare generally tried if lodgers would 
drink, and, if they would drink, they were disposed of 
in that manner. ^ - 

The declarant then went for a few days to the bouse 
of Helen M'Dougal's^ father, and when he returned, he 
learned from Hare that he had disposed of a woman in 
the declarant's absence, in the same manner, in his owni 
Iionse; but the declarant does not know the woman's 
name, or any farther particulars of the case, or whether 
any other person was present or knew of it. . 

That about this time he went to live in Btc^aa^s 
house, and a woman, named Margaret Haldane, daughter 
of the woman Haldane before m^itioned, and whosei sister 
is married to Clark, a tinsmith in the High Street, came 
into the house, but declarant does not remember for what 
purpose ; and she got drink, and was disposed of in the 
same manner : That Hare was not present, and neither 
Brogan nor his son knew the least thing about that or 
any othier case of the same kind. 

Tliat, in April 1828, he fell in with the girl Paterson 
and her companion Jn Constantine Burke's house^ iuad 
they had breakfast together, and he sent for Hare^ and 
he and Hare disposed c£ her in the same itiamlter ; and 
Mr. Ferguscm and a tall lad, who seemed: to have 
known the woman by sight, asked where . they had fpt 
the body f and the declarant said he had purchased! it 
from an old woman at the back of the Canongate., Tb^ 
body was dispc^ed of fiv.e or six hours after the girl was 
killcfd, and it was cold but not, very: « tiff, but he ddes. npt 

5 
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ilecoUecf of any remarks being made abont the bodjr 
being warm. 

One day in September or October -ISlSft, a wasljer^vo- 
man had been washing in the house for som^ time, andt 
he ajid Hare suffocated her, and disposed of her In the 
same manner. > . ' . . 

. Soon afterwards, a woman, named M'Dot^$d^ whp was 
a distant relation of Helen M^DougaFs first h.uj>bsand^ 
eame to'Brogan's house to, see M'Dougal; and after 
she ha4 been coming and going to the bourse for a fetr 
days, she got drank, and was served in the sadie ^ay 
by the declarant and Hare. 

. That "Daft Jamie" was then disposed of in th^ man-t 
ner mentioned in the indictment, except that ;Har^ .wan 
concerned in it. That Hare was lying alongside of 
Jamie ;ifi the bed, and Hare suddenly turned; on Jiim, 
and put bis hand on his mouth, and nose ;. ^c^i Jami/e^ 
who had got drink, but was not drank, made a terrible 
rcsisti^nce ; and he atid Hare fell from the bed together^ 
Hare still keeping hold of JamieV month and nose; and 
as they lay on, the floor together, declafant J^y acros^ 
Jamie to prevent him from resisting^ and they hjsld Jiim 
i» that sitate tiUhe was dead, and be was disposed xxf in 
the same manner; and-Hare took & brass snuff-boK and 
a spomi Srcm Jamie'is pocket, and ke]>t the box, to httn- 
self, And neyer gave it to the declarant, but he>gaTe bin> 
the spoon. . - • . ^ v . ... 

And tl^ last 'Was the old womant Doqherty,ibr whose 
murder he has been ^conwted. That she was not^put 
to death in tbe manner depone^ to^by Hare on the triaL' 
That during- the sctifHe betweien him iand H^re, in tb4 
eourse of which he was nearly strangled by Hare, J>och4 
ertybad crept among th^^ itmw, and after t^e scnffletwatt 
over they had scnne ddnk, and aft^r thatth^ mm%' botk 
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forward to where the woman was lying sleeping, and 
Hare went forward first and seized her by the mouth and 
nose, as on former occasions ; and at the same time thei 
declarant lay across her, and she had no oppoi^tunity 
of making any noise ; and before she was dead, one 
or other, of them, he does not recollect which, took hold 
of her by the throat. That while he and Hare were 
struggling, which was a real scuffle, M^Dougal opened 
the dpor of the apartment, and went irtto the inner pas- 
sage and knocked at the door, and called out police 
and murder, but soon came back; and at same time 
Harems wife caUed out, never to mind, because the declar- 
ant and Hare would not hurt one another. That when- 
ever he and Hare rose and went towards the straw where 
Dochcrty was lying, M*Dougal and Hare^^s wife, who, he 
thinks, were lying in bed at the time, or, perhaps, were at 
die fire, immediately rose and left the house, but did not 
make any noise, so far as he heard, and he was surprise 
at their going out at that time, because he did not see 
bow they could have any suspicion of what they (the de- 
clarant and Hare) intended doing. That he cannot say 
whether he and Hare would have killed Docherty or not, 
if the women had remained, because they were so deter- 
mined to kill the woman, the drink being in their head ; 
— and he has no knowledge or suspicion of Docb'erty's 
body having been oflFered to any person besides Dr. Knox, 
and he does not suspect that Paterson would offer the body 
to any other person than Dr. Knox. 

Declares, That sufibcation was not suggested to them 
by any person as a tnode of killing, but occurred to Hare 
on the first occasion l;)efbre mentioned, and was continued 
afterwards because it was efiectual, and showed no marks; 
and when they lay across the body at the same time, that 
was not suggested to them by any person, for they never 
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4pd(e to Aoy peraon qq 8uqb a ^ubje^t^ and k' Wii» nolb 
4otte for the purpose of preventing the person from breath^ 
ixkg, but was only done for the purpose of kjeeping down 
the pec8o»'9 arms and thighs, to prevent the peirson strug^ 
gling. 

I^clares, That v^ith the ex«eptioi!i of the body of Docb«* 
erty, they never took the person by ibe throat, and they 
never leapt upon them ; and declares that there were bo 
marks of violence on any of the subjects, and they, were 
efficiently c<>ld iQ prevent any suspicion on the. part of 
the Doctors; and, at all events, they might be cold and 
stiff enough before the box was opened up, and he and 
Hare always .told some story of their having purchased 
the subjects from some relation or other person who had 
the m^eans of dispc^ing of them, about different parts of the 
iQwn, and the statements which they made were such aa 
lo prevent the Doctors having any suspicions; and no 
3US[»eions were expressed by Dr. £nox or any of his as- 
siatant9, and no questions asked tending. to show that tbeji; 
bad su^icion. 

^ Declares, That Helen M^Dougal and Harems wife were 
no way eonoemed ia any c^. the murders, and neither of 
tlp^noiikiiew- of any thing of the kind being intended, even 
in the case of Docherty ; and aithougfa these two womsn 
mAj latterly have had some suspicion ia their. own minds 
that the declarant and Hare were concerned in lifting dead 
bodies, ,he does not think they conld have any suspicion 
that he and Hare were coocerjied in co^mmitting murders. 
. I>eQlare8, That noae of the subjects whicb they had 
piMKaured, as before^mentioned, were offered to. any othet 
person than Dr. Knox's assistants,, and he and Hare had 
very Mttie communication with Da Knox himself; and 
€kdares, that he has not the smallest sn^cion of any othef 
per^n in this,, or in any other country, except Hare and 
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itm96l#, being cotie^infied in kitlifig persom<fliid effimog 
ifti^fr boilies for dissection ; and he ntver kii«w or beard itf 
sticb a thing having been done beifbre. 

Ww. BURKR 
G. TAIT. 



Present, Mr. Geo. Tait, Sheriff-Sub^itute ; Mr.<Aw*k 
bald Scott, Procurator-Fiscal ; Mr. Richard J. Moxey, 
Assistant- Sheriff-Clerk ; the Rev. Wm. Reid, Roman 
Catholic Prie^. 

Edinburgh, 22d Jan. 1829. 
Compeared William Burke, at present under sentence 
bf death in the Gaol* of Edinburgh, and his declaration, rf 
Idate' the Sd current, being read over to him, he adheres 
thereto. De'clares farther, that he does n6t know the ulitbes 
and descriptions of any of the persons who were destroyed 
<&xcept as mentioned in his farmer declaration. • Dedares, 
that he never was concerned in any other act of the same 
^ind, nor made any attempt or preparation to eammit such, 
and' all reports of a contrary tendency, som^ of which ht 
has heard, ^re groundless. And he does not know of Har^ 
bring concerned inr any such, except as mentioned in hiil 
former declaration ; and he does not know of atiy perdon^ 
being murdered for the purpose of dissection by any othet 
persons than hraiself and Hare, atid if any persons have 
disappeared any where iri Scotland, England, or Ireland, 
be knows nothing whatever about it, and-neve^ Meard rf 
such a thing till he wais apprehended. Declares,- that h^ 
Yiever bad any instruments in his bouse except a comttibiei 
table knife, or a knife used* by hmr in his trade as a ^ho6- 
teaker; or a small pocket kiiifef, and he nefver used an j* ot 
those instruments,! or attempted^td d6 so, onany-of tlie 
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penoos who were destroyed. Ded«tos» UmH tmt^ kei 
Bor Haie, so f«r as be knows, ever were oooceraed in eap^ 
plying any subjects for dissection excqpt tboft before m^ 
tioped ; and, .in particular, never did so by raising dead 
bodies from the grave. Declares, that they never allowed 
Dr. Knox, or any €^ his assistants, to know exactly where 
their houses were, but PaterSoo, Dr. Knox^s porter or door- 
keseper, knew. And this he declares to be truth. 

Wm. BURKE. 

G. TAIT. 



Thejhllowing is another Confession^ as dictated and care- 
ftsOy revised by William BimKE. The words printed 
fn Italics were added in the Manuscript by himself 

Abigail Simpson was murdered on the 12th February 
1828, on the forenoon of the day. She resided in Gilmer- 
ton, near Edinburgh ; has a daughter living there. She 
^sed to sell salt and camstone. She was decoyed in by 
Hare and his wife on the afternoon of the 11th February^ 
and he gave her some whisky to drink. She had one shil- 
ling and sixpence, and a can of kitchen-fee. Hare's wife 
gave< her one shilling and sixpence for it; she drank it 
all with them. She then said she had a daughter. Hare 
said he wa3 a single man, and would marry her, and get 
aU the money amongst them. They then proposed to bar 
to stay all night, which she did, as she was so drunk she ' 
pould not go home; and in the morning was vomiting* 
They then gave her some porter and whisky, and made 
ber so drunk that she fell asleep on the bed. Hare then 
Jiaid bold of ber mouth and nose, and prevented her from 
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Jbre^thUig. Burke held her hands* atid feet tiU she was 
-dead. She made very little resistance ; and when it was 
ix^nvenient, they carried her to Dr. Knox's dissecting 
^-ootas in Surgeons' Square^ and got ten pounds for her. 
She had on a dr^b mantle, a white grounded cotton sliawl 
and smhll blue spots on it. Hare took all her clothes and 
went out with them ; said he was gcnng to put them into 
the Canal. She said shie was a pensioner of Sir John Hay's. 
(Perhaps this should be Sir John Hope.) 

The next was an Englishman, a native of Cheshire, and 
a lodger of Hare's. They murdered him in the same man- 
ner as the other. He was ill with the jaundice at the same 
time. He was very tall ; had black hair, brown whiskers 
mixed with grey hairs. He used to sell spunks in Edin.- 
burgh ; was about forty years of age. Did not know his 
name. Sold to Dr. Knox for ten pounds. • 

The next Was an old woman who lodged with Hare for 
one night, but does not know her name. She was mur- 
dered in the same manner as above ; — sold to Dr. Knox 
for L.lO; The old woman was decoyed into the house by. 
Mrs. Hare in the forenoon, from the street, when Hare was 
working at the boats at the canal. She gave lier whisky 
and put her to bed three times. At last she was so drunk 
that she fell asleep ; and when Hare came home to his din^ 
ner, he put part of the bed-tick on her mouth and nose, 
and when he came home at night she was dead. Burke bX 
this time was mending shoes ; and Hare and Burke took 
the clothes off her, and put her body into a tea^box. 
Took her to Knox's that night. . 

The next was Margaret Paterson who was murdered in 
Burke's brother's house in the Canongate, in the month of 
April last, by Burke and Hare in the forenoon. She was 
put into a tea-box, and carried to Dr. Knox's dissecting 
rooms in the afternoon of the same day-*-and got L;8 for 
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her body. She had twopence halfpenny, which she bel^ 
fast in her hand. Declares that the girl Paterson was only 
four hours dead till she was in Knox's dissecting-room ; bat 
she was not dissected at ,that time; for she was threfe 
months in whisky before she was directed. She was warm 
when Burke cut the hair off' her head ; and Knox brought 

a Mr. ' ■ a painter to look at her, she was so hand* 

some a figure, and well-shaped in body and limbs. One 
of the students said she was like a girl he bad seen in the 
Canongate as one pea is like to another. They desired 
Burke to cut off^ her hair ; ofte of the students gate a pait 
of scissars for that purpose. 

In June last, an old woman and a dumb boy, her grand- 
son, from Glasgow, camie to Hare's, and were both mur- 
dered at the dead hour erf night ^hen the woman was in 
bed. Burke and Hare murdered \)er the same way as 
they did the others; They took oflT the bed-clothes and 
tick, stripped off her clothes, and laid her on the bottom 
tif the bed, and then put on the bed-tick and bed-clothes 
on the top of her ; and they then came and tooft the bot/ 
in their arms and carried him ben to the room, and mur- 
liered him in the same manner, and Md him alongside of 
his grandmother, ll'hey lay for the space of an hour ;^they 
then put them into a herring barrel. The barrel wife ^^- 
fecUy dry ; there was no brine in it. They carried them 
to the stable till next day ; they put the barrel into Hare*s 
cart, and Hare's horse was yokied in it ; but the horse 
would not drag the cart one foot past the Meal Market, 
and they got a porter with a hurley and put the barrel on 
It, Hare and the porter went to Surgeons^ Square with 
it. Burke went before them, as he was afraid something 
would happen, as ttie horse would not draw them. When 
they came to Dr. Knox's dissecting-rooms, Burke carried 
the barrel in his arms. The students and them had hard 
6 
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work tp get them out, being so stiff and cold. They re- 
qeived L.16 for them bpth. Hare was taken in by the 
horse he bought that refused drawing the corpse to Sur- 
geons^ Square, and they shot it in the tan-yard. He had 
two large holes in his shoulder stuffed with cotton, and 
covered over with a piece of another horse's skin to prevent 
them being discovered. 

Joseph, the miller by trade, and a lodger of HareV He 
had once been possessed of a good deal of money. He was 
connected by marriage with some of the Carron Com^ny. 
Burke and Hare murdered him by pressing a pillow on bis 
mouth and nose till he was dead. He was then carried 
to Dr. Knox's in Surgeons' Square. They got L.IO for 
him. 

Burke and Helen M'Dougal were on a visit seeing iheit 
friends near Falkirk. This was at the time a procession 
was made ropnd a stone in that neighbourhood ; thinks it 
was the anniversary of the battle of Banoockburn. When 
he was away, Hare fell in with a woman drunk iq the street 
at the West Port. He took her into his house and mur- 
dered her himself, and sold her to Dr. Enox's assistants for 
L.8. When Burke went away he knew Hare was in want 
of money ; his things were all in pawn ; but when he came 
backv found him have plenty of money. Burke asked him 
if he had been dcang any business ? he said he had been 
doing nothing. Burke did not believe him, and went tq 
Dr. Knox, who told him that Hare had brought a subject. 
Hare then confessed what he had done. 

A cinder-gatherer ; Burke thinks her.name was Effy. She 
was in the habit of selling small pieces of leather to him, 
as he iva$ a ccbblery she gathered about the coach- works. 
He took her into Hare's stable, and gave her whisky tQ 
drink till she was drunk ; she then lay down among some 
straw and fell asleep. They then laid a cloth over her. 
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Burke and Hare murdered beras they did^ others. Sh^ 
was then carried to Dr. Knox''s, Surgeons' Square, and 
sold for L.IO. 

Andrew Williamson, a policeman, and his neighbour, 
were dragging a drunk woman to the West Port Watch- 
house. They found her sitting on a stair* ^urke said^ 
*' Let the woman go to her lodgings/' They said they 
did not know where she lodged. Burke then said hq would 
take her to lodgings. They then gave her to his charge. 
He then took her to Hare's house. Burke and Hare mur- 
dered her that night the same way as they did the others. 
They carried her to Dr. EnoxX iu Surgeons' Square, and 
got L.IO. 

Burke being asked, did the policemen know him when 
they gave him this drunk woman into his charge ? He 
said he had a good character with the police ; or if they 
had known that there were four murderers ^ving in one 
house they would have visited them oftener. 

James Wilson, commonly called Daft Jamie- Hare's 
wife brought him in from tlie street into her house. 
Burke was at the time getting a dram in Rymer's shop. 
He saw her take Jamie off the street, bare-headed and 
bare-footed. After she got him into her house, and left 
him with Hare, she came to Hymer's shop for a penny- 
worth of butter, and Burke was standing at the counter. 
She asked him for a dram ; and in drinking it she stamped 
him on tlie foot. He knew immediately what she wanted 
him for, and he then went after her. When in the 
house, s^fe i^*d, you have come too late, for the drink is 
all done; and Jamie had the cup in his hand. He had 
never seen him before to his knowledge. They then 
proposed to send for another half mutchkin, which they 
did, and urged him to drink ; she took a little with them. 
They then invited him ben to the little room, and ad- 



vised hitn to tit 6owf% upon ^he feed..; H^^rg*^ wife itlien 
fo^eiit cMiU and locked the outer doQr, ,»nd put tb<9 Ji^jr 
iselowrttie door. There^ere nooe in ^be;roQm:bi[*^tb«IOr 
^plves three* Jamie sit dowaup^^fe 4jie fe^.; ;H^;44!(w 
Jay dow« upon the bed, iand Hare( lajTid^wt? 4t; bis Jb^dfj 
Ills head raised up and resting upon 'his left.hapd. . Kurfce 
wai standing at tibe feresSde -of the^ bod* ^h^jth^ 
ha£d lain there for some time^ H^re tbr^w his jbqdy 0{i 
ihe top of Jamie, pressed Jii^ band onhis rl^putbi^a^d 
lield his nose with, tlije other; HatTe a^d hiiUt ;fQJtli;pff 
tibe bed and struggled. Buipke then )<3ld.bis!haiid3 aitd 
leet. They nev«r quiUed. their 'grip uU be w^s 4^is^4- 
He ne^er got up nor cried any,* Wh/^© be;W#s^jClw^ 
JHare felt his pocbets, and tm:k out $. kX9^^ ,s4ittffibqe^ 
^d a copper snuJF^spoon. jSe gave ^.tb^. eg^^^'i^ t^ 
Butke, and kept'the, bta; to hi«$i&lf.. Sorn^tifnel.ftfteJV 
he s^id he threw the box.^way in .'the ^witya^dj; ^d |bl^ 
brass -box that ir^s libelled against; JBnrJfceJaii^:Shetiflf?$ 
office .\«a8i Burke's own ^box- It was after br^ajefiwt iJiam^ 
vnks enticed in, and I^ was murdisfed hj twelve o^^lQf^l^ 
itt kbe dayl Biiricc deciaxes, th^t Mrs» Jffave^l^d pfl^ 
J^ite ia as a dumb lan^b)to the daughter,, .^nd 9^ a 
shecf)' ito the shearers ; and be K^as always y«ry lanlxlQUf 
nudLih^inquiries for his: mother, aord was told $h(e WP4)4 
he. daere; immediately. He does not thiok /be (di^a^ 
abuptre dne giass of whisky all thetim^v ^Se w^^-th^ 
put into' achedt tl^at. Hare kept clothed lnjtQ& ,fl^d 
|:hey carried him to Br. ICnox's i^i Surgeons' Sj^inai^e 
dial afternooi^ and gpt LulO fot him^' Burke:^vp.I]M*t ^ 
Jamie's clothes to his brother's children, they were al- 
most naked 5 and whe^ he untied t;he bur|dle they w^re 
ii}^ tft.q^arrel about thenar , l^h^f^ ij)pt;b<ep of'tbif jptbjfj; 
puttdercdpersons wete. ^ea^flly deslnay<9(i^ to' fp^^F^j^f 
detection. - • ."''.' •...:.,■ -r: m..^ : -jt 

15. 2r 
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•' lAjin M^Dk^gal, a cousin of -Helen M^Dou^l't -fdrftier 
husband. S^ Was a yoifng woman, and mdrrted, and bad 
come on sk visit to siee' them. Hare and BuHie gave her 
-whisky till sb^ Was ^dbtitlby and when in bed and asleej^ 
'Burke told Hare that be woiild have most to do with her, 
as -she being a distant friend he did not iike to be^n. first 
on her. Hare murdered her by stopping her breath, and 
'Burke agisted him the same way as the others. One 
«f Dr. ' Knox^s assistants, Piaterson:^ gave them a fine 
trunk to put her into. It was in the afternoon when 
dhe was clone. ^-|t was in John Broggan's house ; anid 
when Brbggan ^l^e home from bis work he saw the 
<trunk, knd made iiiquiries about it, as he knew they had 
«o trunks there. Burke tbeti gave him two or thitierdranis^ 
'as there w{^ always plenty of whisky going at these times, 
to mbke him quiet. Hare and Burke then gave him:'L.l, 
l(>s. each, as he was back in his rent, to pay for it, and 
he left Edinburgh a few days after. They then carried 
iter to Surgeons'' Square as soon as Brc^an wefttout io( 
the house, and gtk L.IO for her. Hare was cautioner fi»r 
BrogganVl^ent, bding L<3, and Hare and Burke gave hnn 
that sum. Broggan went (^ in a few days,, and. tfaa 
rent is nOt paid, yet.* They gave him the money thid he 
knight not come against them for thi^ murder tit Ann 
M^D^ugal, that he saw in the trunk, that was murdened 
ib hi^ house. Hare tbcRight that the rent would fallnpon 
him, and if he could get Burke to pay the half of it, it 
WouM be so loruch the better ; and proposed this to Burke, 
and be agreed to it, as diey were glad to get him out. of 

o-:,.-; • \ \ . , ' ' ■• . . 

* Here, ia justice to the proprietor of Broggan^s lioiise, we may 

4^rre<^ the ndsts^e cominitted in page ^00. That geafieaidati^ij^ver 

rebefred !the reUt, 9Si^ never ap]^ied lor it. It is needl^ to «lili^ 

that the inadTertent error eonreyed no impntation on hinu^ ;. . . ^ 



ifcie .way. Broggao^s: wife ii acjo^mof Burke's* ^Tfoe^jr 
thdu^t :h e. wbnt to Glasgow, but are. noti ;$ure, '-':.,)■.[: 
'-. Mr& Hc^datte, a stoiitold woman^ whoiiad a;daiigbtei: 
U^sfKxrted last sumn>er from tbe. Calton JaiLfor fotu>r 
teen^ jeans, and has another daugbt^r marjied. to ■ i j » ■ . , ^ 
iti:the;Eiigb Street: She i was a.lodj^r of HareV Shd 
went mU> Hare's stable, the door, wafi left open, :atid ihe 
being^ drunk, and falling aslee|> among, some straw, 
Hare and Burke mUrdei^d her m thejsame way as the^ 
diiithe others,, and k^t theibodyall night in the stable,^ 
and. took, h^i to Dr. £npx?s neextday. . She bad but oiie^ 
tooth ia ber^vmotitb, apd that. was. a very Mrge one. in? 
front., . - '....'./ ^ . \ .. ' ' ,■; ■ . .', ■, J. ., , ./.'. 
A^ young wt^nan, a^^^^daugbter jof: Mrs, Haldaaiiey. of; 
tbe:iianie o£ Peggy Halc^uK,: was ndrunk, anQ slee^ng kar 
Broggan?&house,wa8innir(^^d by.jBi»r^,intbe foneno^n,^ 
himselE ^ Hare had no hand, in.it,, Sb&wM'takendo: 
Dr. Knox's in the afternoon in a tea box, and.:£i>8 got; 
£3c.her» She was. so dri^ik at tbe tiflie, that he thinks 
sijue wasi not .sensible ofb^r death, a^i^i^JO^e no resistw^ 
ancel wiiatevek-.' .She and iier mothejc were both :lodg.>. 
crsiictf Hare's, and. they were both of idle habit^^: and; 
much gWesi. to drinking-. . This ^i^^ts. the only murder> 
that Burke committed by himBel&:,but what Hare was{ 
oonnected with.. She. was laid #di h«r. face, 4own*' 
wa^rds, and he pressed hejc do WI9 ft^disbe "wa^ sobir 
suffocated. ...:.,.. . ,> 

. There wa& a Mrs. Hostler Ufi^shiwg/ in John Brogga)oVf 
and she came back next day to^ finish up thj jclothes, audi 
when .done. Hare and Bwi:kft!gave j^ei: some whiskyi 
to. driufc, wHiob mac^eh^r drunk. This was, in the. day. 
time. . She then went to bed. . Mr^ Bi!Qggan washout at; 
the time. ^Hare andBUrke tourder^ci beto the. tome. wajr. 
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Acrj^did tbb oUierft, tsai put her in a Imhi) atf set licr ^ 
the cQal-hoif6» hi thepaAMge^ and cunied her off Co Dr.- 
TLxkihi^^^ in tW ttfternooa of the sane di^, and got L^ for 
hcov BrogganVwife was out of tbehouseat the tone-die 
mnrder was committed^ Mrs. Hostler, had Ainepence 
htifyeuDj in her haod^ which they could sd^rcyy get*aut 
ofk after she was dead, so £rm]y was it gras|]ied« 
, The woman CampbeU or Docherty :was ndnrdered om 
the J 1st Qetober last^ sobd aha was the last cnlei Bmlaa 
deblates, that Hare peij[ared hhneelf on : his- ttial, when 
giTxig hik e>iridence against, him^ as the wonn^n Canbp«; 
helLor Doehierty lay down antohgsoiile straw at the bed* 
side, and Hare laid hold of her mouth and nose^ and 
prej^sed'her throat^ and Bi^ke ietssistedbim iq it^ till^e 
iMia :4^fiii. Hare^ was iftot sitting on a diaiil dt the time^ 
at^heaaid in the Coort. There were seven. shiUi]:^ in 
the. wonian^a packet, which, were divided faefilreen SUuie 
itod Buika .: 

c llidt tras the whole of theni^ saaiteen in iditole^ lUae 
were^mutidei^' in fHane''^ house, and finir in John Brog*' 
gn^n's ; two in Hare*^ stafald, and one' in Burke's br<H 
tiler's; house in th^ Canongate. ^urke declares, diat five, 
of tbem were ^«Mirdered in Hi^re'^. room, that has the 
iron i)oli4n tAe inside of it/ Buirke did not know the 
days nor the ilsontbs the different mtifders were commit^. 
ttdy nor ail their iiamei». They wereg«|ieri^li)r in a state 
of intoxication at those times, and paid little, attention^ 
to them ; but they we^e aU^ from the l&ih February till 
Ist Novembei! 1^8 ; buth^ thinks Dr. Khox win know 
by the "dftfes of paying him the money fdr rthem. . He 
n^i^r-WAS' eonc^r^ed with- any other person: but Hare in: 
those ^mattevi^, und was never a resurrection-^an, and> 
n^v^r dealt in deitd bodies bat what h% murdered* UkJ 



wa« urged by Here's wift to- Batu-dePr H^ea^ Mf DfMigal^ 
lba'Woiiiiail>b«Uved wilfa. The pl^n^wae, tbiit!th<)>a» tb 
go to the fcQiintry for a. few woeka, aindr th«n. wHte ^to 
^lure ^(hat sbe bad -dj^d^ and Was bitmd^i and be ^a» tb 
tell. lbi».lo deceive th0 nei^bour^ ^ but' bf9 livlejttldvndl 
agred u^iu , The reasot^ iva% tbey.couJd laQirteuat' to 
ber, as she waa ^ Scotch Woman. Helen M'Dottf^l aod 
Hare's; wife : were not present wbeti those. murdefil^wefd 
ti^mmittod ; tbey might . bate a suspicion of wbat{ wla 
doing) bot did vwpt see th^m.. done* Hare i^as sllwayii 
the mpsiaDXioua <ibo¥it l^em^ and could «[leepl iwell- ^ 
nigbt after eonunitting .a muirder; but Bu^ke repented 
often of Hbe crime, and could not sleep witbotit a .bottle 
of whi^by by hl»bed*sid©and a? twofjenny^wmdle'to bucn 
ail night beside bimi wbert, he ilwoke be irould itato. a 
draught, of the bol^lie'T-wnj^timea. Ji^aif » jbottlfer alt-d 
draught — pfid that'iwoald make him ^^>I Tbey^hid 
l^graat ihanyrpoint^ out for nnirder^^b^were disaj[># 
poinA^ jof.tbe* by etwne wiefcins or <Hher5.'jrt»ey ^veteaW 
l^ays.lQ^ drunJcen state when they ODmmilted.lb^^e'murw 
deDS> . .tod when *hey got the i«oney tfwr theto wWJa it 
lasted^ Whtn . , ctone^ they Would pAwn • their ^cl^thii 
and WQ\M lake^ themJout a^ soon aa th^ got arsubjeotii 
When they first began this murderiag: system, rthjeyiaJtr 
ways took them to KnoifiV after dark; bu«J)eif]giao^siicf 
(iesaful, they went in the day-tiine> and gre^ [more boMi 
Wheb they carried the girl PatersOn to Knok's^ thece 
werei a great many boys in the Higb.Scho(ri Yards^iiibcr 
followed Borke and . the man that carried h^39 cryiog^^ 
" Tbey arie carrying a cdrpse;"! butr they got her safd 
deli!vered> ; They oft^i said to one another ithat no?fier» 
son xdnld find^ tbem out» no one being [Present :al tbei 
murders but tbemselveKt t^to ; and that they' might. litf 
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•5 well hftnged* for a shcfep as-a Iamb. They madeit 
their bumness to fo^k out ^or- persons -to decoy 'diitd 
their bouses* to tymrdertheni. Burke detlai^ 'when 
they kept the* motith aftd nose shut a rery (W- imnu>6es, 
tb^'couid make no resistaDce/ but would convtilde and 
make anSrmbUngnoise'ia their- bellies* for -s^m^ time; 
after- they ceased crying and- making r*fei«tanicej they 
left them to die of themselves; but th^u* bodies ^would 
often move afterwards, and for som<& tinib tbey would 
haVe long breathings before life went a1ray.> Burke •de- 
eiaresy'that it was God's proridenoe tbAt puta «top td 
their mttrderii^g career, or he does not ktioir bow far 
they might hate, gone with it^ evcfn^to attack people 
on the street^) as they were so sncceftsfuly'^antd always 
ihet with a ready market; that when they ddirered- a 
body th^y were always told to get more; 'Hare w^ 'at 
ways wiUi hii|i when he went with "• a subject, and' aho 
when he got the money* Burke declares/ tb^tHare niid 
him had a plan toade up, that Burke and a man w^eto 
go to- Glasgow or Irdand,and try the same tbere, md 
to £[>irward them to H«re, and hetwas to give themto 
Dr. Knox. Hare's; wife always got Lil^ of Burke's sVmve,^ 
for the use- of ibe bouse, of all that were mutderedi m 
their house ; forif the price recdved was L/IQ, Hane got 
L^#and Burke got :on{yL.4; but Bui'ke did not give 
her the L.3 for Daft Jamie, for which Hare's wife; would' 
not speak to him for three weeks. They could get 
nothing done during the harvestrtime, and alsK>' after 
harvest, as Hare's house was do full df lodgers. iwSare's 
bouse were eight beds for Ipdgers; they paid Sciweh; 
and; two, and sometimes three, slept in a bed ; and >dur- 
ing harvest they gave up their <ywn bed when throi^.^ 
Burkedeelarei^ they went under the' name ^3lM^rrGaDtion«i 

7 " '^A •■. - 
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men in the West Port^ where, they lited, btit : nek 
muVdepers* >Wheri they wanted miDney, th^yi would say 
they would go and look for a shot; that ^as the nattie 
tbeyi gate tJiem when they wanted to murder, afny pei^ 
son.- They entered: into a contract with I)r. Knok'and 
his assistants that they were to get LJO in winter and 
L.8 in srumn^er for as many subjects as they could bring 
to tbein.' T' • ' ' .... ;^. ... . ,'. 'I 

Old Donald, a pensioner, who lodged in Hare's hdus^c^ 
ianii died of a. dropsy^ was the first stubg^t they soldi 
After he was put into th^ cofBn and the lid put otiyHar^ 
unscrewied thfe nirfls^ and Burfce lifted the^ body out. Hare 
filled the coffin with bark from the tan-yard, and ^Kt a 
©hei^jovei^ tlie bark^ and it was buried in the Weist Church 
Yard*' The coffin Was furnished by the parish. Hare 
and'Bmrke took him^ to the College first; thc^y saw atnan 
there, and ask^ for Dr. Monro or any of his men ; the 
man asked what they wanted, or had they a subject ?^ 
they said they had. He then ordered them to call al 
No. lOj Dr. KnoxX in Surgeons' Square, andhe would 
4ake it from them, which ihey did They got L.T, 10s. for 
him. Tfcat was the only »ubje<5t they sold that they did 
not murder^ and getting that bi^ pi^e made them try 
the murdering for subjects. ^ 

Burke is thii^ty*six years of age, was born in the parish 
of Orrey, ^county Tyrone; served s^Ven years in the 
army, most' of that time as an officer's -servant in the 
Donegal militia; he was married at Ballinha,'in th« 
county of Mayo, when in the army, but left his wife and 
two children in Ireland^ She would not come to Scot* 
land with him. He has often wrote to her, but got no 
answer;- he came -to Scotland to work at the Union 
Canal, and wrought there while it lasted ; he resided for 
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^hQVL% tjkf o ^je»i^t ia Peebles, apd forked as a labouran 
He ^<wk«d a$ a ,w^aver for IS Q)ontbs,.aad a». a bakm 
for 6yeHK>otb5 ; b^ tearfiedi to inend 4ii9(»% asli^jcobblar^ 
w^tb 9 map b^ lodged with in Leith ; and be ha« Hvcd 
l^ijtb H^IiQn. Sf'DoMg^l abou( 10 years^ until be and.abe 
tv#Ke oQpfin^d ill ib^ Cal^oa J^il, ort th^ cbudrge of murr 
detioig itb^j woman: of the najtne of DfKfceriyi or Camp- 
bell, and both were tried before the High Court of 
^jufttidafy id I)i$(}^mber kisfc. Helen M^P^dgal^a oHirge 
1^45 not pf^oyi^ and Hurke foiuid guiUy, and senteniced 
to »lfi^i?)df»tb)0n lie J?8tb Jaimary, 

©icter«9#.tb$t Qat9'$ pe^irant girl p^uU glF^ ioforaiat 
tjoDji^opf^ting the inurdiers done in Hajre'$ boused if sbii 
llk^i/^§b«,oame t0 bim at WbM*u5(day JU^tj .'wwttito 
b«l*9t,.f^^ ijetnmed back to him wh^ tfee hw^esii'ra^ 
m&(.A jSlije rem w^d nnlfl he. l¥a$. wttfijl^d: alpAg^Mriih 
bte ^irfe in th<^. CalMHi J^Ik abe thj^n i^^W . tJr^ntgHone 
of bfe iswine fot, 1^.3, and absconded. : .Sbe'wa^ gathering 
potMoeam.a field that daj? Paft Htni4 w^ jnt^rderod ; 
^bi^ fiiiw bfe cJcHbes in the howe tvben sblp .i^am^, bom^ 
at nigbt. . Her namu i» EUa$b4A M^Grtier or Maic 
Their l^^ives snw thatpepp^e caale ,into ,Uwir bo^iseft/at. 
»igbt,.a»d jwept jto b^^ ^ Mgeri^ but.did ^g^^iefi tb«m 
in the morning, nor did they m^fca any iiiK|nitJ6$. nfter 
tbem»; Tb^y .«er?»mVy. kuew> wfeat b^^aw :of :tb^ro> al- 
though Barke and Hai*& pf^twded to the.€onitmtjr> 
Hare!s wife often helped Bnrbft.ttnd Hare, tp pacjc <ba 
murdered b(vU^5 into tbft boxe>* Helen; M^Dongalnev^ 
did nor ^aw them dcfn^ dnrk^ n^vf^r inxf^ kt.hor kmmj 
bemedto ^nwijjgie $(iwl drink, And gPl: be^tte^ yjjp|:ual» 
unknown |o heV ; be toW her be bought dead; b<>dies:AQd 
aold tlieoft . to doctors,, ^nd tb^ iw^^^lh^.-w^y tbiey; g^ tim 
name.&fresuri-^titipu-inj^n. ..- .:,, .., . ; /! i y 
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Enpugb has been said of the wo prineipid aetmn bx ^ 
hbtrid proceedings. The meinoiy of Barkci may be left l^ 
that infamj which his unparalleled atrocities merits^ vben 
bis deeds are recidlected, and Hare may be allowed to seek 
some conifer of the world where he may skulk luduiown 
totil his mTserable existence be terminated. It remains iat 
tis only to tiotice briefly the tw6 subordinate agents who, by 
their connection with the pirineipal eulprita, and participatian 
in theif crimes, have gained such an unenviabie degJCf^ of 
nofbmty. Of these, the first is 



HELEN M^DOUGAL. 

She is a native of the small yiUnge (^ Maddi<t09,^»ii tlsd 
parish of Muiravonside» and county of Stirling, -wbtfa %h% 
resided in her early life. Her maiden name was DougJEil^ 
Her character doe$ not appear to have been good at a»y timf^ 
and her conduct speedily dissipated any doubts thait mighl 
have existed upon the subject. At an early period .of hef 
life she formed an unlawful connection with, a man wbil 
resided in th^ ^ai^e village, to whom she bore a child dorr 
ing the lifetime of his wife. After her death, their inteiH 
course continued ; and after a short interval, they cohabited 
publicly together, she bearing his name of M^DoMgal, and 
passing for his wife. At this period they came to reside in 
JLeitb, where M^Doi^al followed his occupation of a sawcgr, 
ujutil he took the, typhus fever at the time that that disease 
first raged so fearfully in Edinburgh, fle became a patient 
in the hospital opened in Queensberry-house, where he died* 
His partner, upon his decease, again returned to her natiie 
village, and father's house. Shortly after her return she met 
with Burke, who was a labourer on the Canal, when their 
adulterpus intercourse commenced, and in about a year finto 

15. 2z 
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their (irst aequuntance^ they agreed to live together as man 
and wife. From that time up to his apprehension, she fol- 
lowed his fortunes, and adhered to him in all his wanderings. 
Wherever they resided, her character seetns to have been 
the same. In Edinburgh, Leith, Peebles, and Fennycuik, 
she was distinguished for her drunken dissolute habits, and 
was universally disliked, and considered unworthy even of 
Burke. Notwithstanding their many quarrels, in which she 
was frequently the aggressor, she seems to have cherished sin 
ardent effection towards him, and at the termination of his 
career, to have felt sincerely upon the subject of his unhappy 
fate. Her own condition, indeed, is not less pitiable, although 
a Jury has been found who could return a verdict of *^ not 
proven^^ thkt she was a participator in the murder for which 
he has suffered death, notwithstanding her being present 
and aiding him in the stratagems which preceded, and the 
sale of the murdered body, she is guilty in the eyes of God 
ittid man, and is doomed to wander on the face of the earth 
ati'outcast from human charities, and an opprobium to human 
nature. It wopld almost have been charity to have convicted 
her' along with Burke. Her wretched life is precariously 
preserved under miseries more horrible than hanging would 
have been.' It was predicted upon her enlargement, thatsh& 
would realize the fable of the wandering jew^ and it seems to 
have been hitherto fulfilled to the letter. Hunted about 
from place to place, without being able to find a temporary 
refuge from her tormentors, she has discovered no person who 
wmild maintain social intercourse with her ; but, on the con- 
trasry, her detection was certainly followed by every species 
of ill usage and annoyance. We have already adverted 
M the reception she met with upon her visiting her old 
haunts in the: West Fort, and it has only been a sample of 
what awaited her wherever she vreni. The next -place that 
she esBai^ was her father's residence in the village of* Red-' 
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dii^ in Stirlingshire; here she experienced a similar.reeeptioii^ 
and was obliged to save herself; by a precipitate retreat. She 
has since made various attempts to discover a resting place 
with a like effect. She has hitherto been recognised wherever 
she went) and the summary vengeance of the mob exercised 
upon her. By the latest accounts we f}nd that she has ap* 
peared at Newcastle, where again she hascbeeu rescued from 
an infuriated jiopulace by the police officers, who afforded her 
temporary protection and shelter in the prison. Their sym^ 
pathy, however, does not appear to extend beyond this, and 
she was as speedily as convenient escorted by constables to the 
<^ blue stone,'^ the boundary of the counties of Northumberland 
and Durham, and there transferred to the safe conduct of the 
functionaries of the latter county, for what purpose further 
than to get rid of the <^ accursed thing" does not appear. 



MARGARET LAIRD OR HARE.. 

This other virago seems to have been accounted if possible, 
still mofedepaved than M^Dougal, and to have possessed. all 
the essentials of that disgusting character, a brutal and aban-t 
doned womap. She is a native of Ireland and accompanied 
her first husband Log to this country. Log bore the charac-. 
ter of a decent hard-working man, while she was chiefly re-, 
markable for her maasuline s^nd bold habits. Log was a sort, 
of undertaker on the Union Canal, engaging with the con- 
tractor to cut small pieces upon the line, and for some time 
worked at it with a detachment of his countrymen in the 
neighbourhood of Winchburgh, where his wife worked along 
with them in the capacity of a labourer, with a man^s coat 
on, whepling a barrowfuU of rubbish as stoutly as any of her 
fellow-workmen. At that time they inhabited a temporary 
but on the banks of the canal, and whatever her conduct after- 
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4ratdi pnmA riMthen MUbked no want ^f imfawtry. Ac the 
oonclusiim of the ir^rk Log seeded iti Editibiurgh cod itttt 
industriously putftued htt eonrse^ sdlmg ftrticks about liie 
fttreet and keeping a lodgikig>-house for tagrants. Upon hia 
death this property devolved upon his widow, and she oondocf- 
ed the establishment. She cohabited with one of the fedgera 
who is described to have been a young and welUooking man^ 
but he quickly broke up their intercourse and left ber> wbea 
her connection with Hare commenced. 

In an eastern tale* we read of a wbmaa forsaking het 
husband's society to keep company with a ** goulcy*^ with 
n^m she feasted in a burying-ground upon dead bodied, 
Mrs. Hare appears to have had similar propensities. Her 
brutal husbandy in savageness of disposition, as well as 
appearance, furnishes an apt illustration of the gcnUei 
while the horrible means of livelihood he adopted, is not a 
bad prototype of the revolting banquet of the Oriental 
monsters. Her whole conduct now became utterly de- 
bauched ; she was continually in a state of intoxication, 
and presented at all times the slatternly ferocious aspect of 
a confirmed and regardless drunkard. Hare and she are 
surmised to have used foul means in disposing of a child 
to which she gave birth about the commencement of their 
intercourse ;' perhaps her subsequent bad odour may have 
contributed to riiis opinion. It is certain, however, that 
the child, if not murdered, perished through' want of prcVi 
per care and attention. The body was put into a box, and 
buried in the waste ground at the bottom of Tanuer^s close. 
It is surprising that the wretched infant who still surviTea 
all the hard usage it has experienced, did not fall a victinn 
in the same way. Her slovenly and careless conduct ex- 
tended even to this youngest of her offspring, and she is 
described as carrying it about more like a cat or a dog 
than an infant. Even after her ccmneetion with Have# 
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she muallj went by her fomrer name of Log, to wbtiA 
iftas appei»ded the familiar title of <* Luckjf^ ^' and the na*- 
tiire of her affinity to Hare was better imiicated bjrlheit 
indulging in the connubial luxuries of scolding and fights 
ingy than by any manifestations of afiection or regard. ' ' 

During her confinement in the jail, she kept herself 
generally retired, remaining principally in the day*^rboBi 
of the ward tending her sick baby, and t:onducted herself 
in a peaceable manner. 

She was recognised by the populace almost immediately 
upon her release, and a crowd speedily collected round 
her. It was a wet, snowy day, and she was unmercifully 
pelted with snow-balls, mud, and stones, and had som^ 
commiseration not been fell for the child which she carried^ 
she would in all probability have fallen a victim to the 
violence of the mob. She was rescued by the police, and 
conveyed to the Police-office, where she found shelter lind 
protection. In a few days, she wandered away to Grlas« 
gow, where the following account, abridged fVom the Glas^ 
gow Chronicle, will show that her treatment was no 
better: — 

^ The celebrated Mrs. Hare was this afternoon rescued firotn 
the hands of an infuriated populace by the Calton Police, 
and, for protection, confined in one of the cells* She had left 
Edinburgh Gaol a fortnight ago, with an mfknt child, and 
has since been wandering about the country. She stated that 
she had lodged in this neighbourhood foar nights, with her 
child, and " her bit duds, " without those with whom she 
lodged knowing who she was, and she was in hopes of quitting 
this vicinity without detection. For this purpose she remained 
in her lodging all day, but occasionally,' early in the mom* 
ing, or at twilight, she ventured the length of the Broomie^ 
law, in hopes of being able to procure an immediate passage 
to Irdand, but had hitherto been disiqppoiated. 6be had gone 
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out this tnorning with the same object, and when xettiniingv 
a woman who, she says, was drunk, recc^nised her in Clyde 
Street, and repeatedly shouted — "Hare's wifie — Burke h^!*' 
and threw a large stone at her. A crowd soon gathered^ 
who heaped every indignity upon her, and with her diild she 
Mras pursued into Calton, where she was experiencing very 
sough treatment, when she was rescued by the police. She 
says she wrought sixteen years ago in Tureen Street power- 
loom factory, till she was married to her first husband. About 
three years ago she unfortunately fell in with Hare, and then 
her misery commenced. She married him, and has since 
had three children — one of whom is dead, and another is. left 
behind in Edinburgh. She describes Hare as devoted to the 
^^ devil and laziness." She adiditted it was needless to deny 
she knew " something^^ of the murders, and had a suspicion 
of what was going on^ but not to the full extent. 

Hare was often drunk — their house was a complete hell of 
iniquity, and she was often on the point of exposing his 
hidd^i conduct — ^but was afraid to do so. She left his house 
three times on account of his brutal usage. She says she 
would much rather be killed outright than suffer what she 
has done. She did not require to beg, having had a little 
money, but she had now scarcely as much as would pay her 
passage to Ireland. 

She was quite ignorant of what had become of he^ husband 
since she left Ediuburgh. She asked if he bad been subse- 
quently tried, and expressed the utmost indifference respect- 
ing his fate. She said she wa^ determined never more to 
associate with him, or have any thing t6 do with him. 

It was truly melancholy to see her stretched on the guard- 
bed of the cell, in tears, with her infant, eleven months 0I49 
clasped to her breast; and, a^ " the mother of eleven chil;- 
dren,'' imploring the protection. of the police, and that they. 
WQu)d not make " a show of her."*" She occasionfiUy burst 
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into tears while deploring her unhappy situation, which she^ 
ascribed to Hare's utter profligacy, and said, all she wished 
was to get across the Channel, and end her days in son^e 
remote^ spot in her own country, in retirement and penitence. 
She has since left Greenock in the^ Fingal, . Belfast steam 
packet. 



The public, in various country towns and villages seem 
to be absurdly lawless in their conduct towards any unfortu- 
nate individuals in whom they choose to recognise a resemb- 
lance to the miserable outcasts. Several unfortunate indivi- 
duals have been subjected to rough treatment in consequence 
of some fancied likeness to the murderers, and all efforts to 
undeceive their torpientors rendered unavailing by their deter- 
mination to execute summary justice upon some one, and their 
disinclination to allow the victim to escape out of their hands. 
This inordinate desire of working vengeance has sometimes 
been exhibited when it was scarcely possible to suppose thcjt 
the populace could be so senseless as believe that the veritable 
culprit was in their hands. 

While it was perfectly well known that Hare was detained 
in close confinement, possessing the usual complement of 
members, a poor itinerant flute blower, who contrives to ima- 
iiage his instrument with one hand and a stump' substituted 
for the other, was assaulted in consequence of some idle reports 
that he was Hare, and it was with some difficulty that be 
was x^scued. Another unlucky wight was also mistaken fbr 
Hare at Kirkliston a few days back, ^nd maltreated in such' 
a -manner' that he is now a pati^t in the Royal Infirn^ar^/ 
Although he is directly dissimilar to him in appearance,^ 
being a tall dark Scdt^ and spiking his mothbrtoh^iie witlt 
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a true lowland accent, and we might add manj like in- 
^tance^. Even some rural dignitaries have taken occasion 
to adopt summary measures towards those whose condi-^ 
tion allowed them some pretence to displays the vigour oC 
the law. In a West Country Burgh, the follow^ing nar-' 
rative is given of a search for M*Dougal; — " The prin- 
cipal rendezvous of < randy gangrel bodies^ was searched ; 
the whole thirty-six beds were overhauled, but she was no- 
where to be found ; the search however warranted the suspi- 
cion that some of the Cadgers who frequented the house had 
po lawful trade by which their earnings could equal their ex^ 
penditure, — marked attention was drawn to Pig Jock^ as it 
yitLS evident all the lags he took to Edinburghi and all thQ 
crockery he brought in return, even though stolen, was not 
sufficient to pay his weekly bill ; and it being surmised that 
the keeper of the house was not ignorant of the ways of 
his guests, he and Jock have been banished forth (^ the 
town."" 

There seems really very little kffol evidence against foot 
Jock, while the landlord's being made accountable ^' for the 
ways of his guests^' is a stretch of despotism scarcely allow-^ 
able in a very small township. 

Indeed the whole island appears to be <^ frightened from 
its propriety,^ and each town vies with another in adding 
its quot^ of alarm. The Burke mania seems destined to 
exercise as great an influence on the piinds Qf the pooreir 
classes especially, as almost any other mania on record* 
Nearly every city or hamlet throughout the empire has bad 
its tales of direful attempts at assassination, with their usual 
accompaniments of waylaying and pitch plaisterg applied 
to the unfortunate victims, while the records of the pcdice 
courts of the metropolis and other large cities furnish am- 
ple testimony of the extent to which the black catalogue of 
crimes has excited the fears of the pepple. From all ac- 



:* WEST PORT MUliDERsi 961 

counts, we cannot dotrbt tbat some wicked «nd heartless 
mdividuals have been^keieping affive the excitatkni by their 
fcoiish tricks, but we fbrbeac giving extension to the evil 
by detailing any of them. 

On the afternoon of Thursday the 12th of February, 
occurred what will probably prove the last ebullition of 
popular feeling on this subject in Edinburgh. It com- 
menced with the dressing on the Calton Hill of an effigy 
intended to represent a celebrated anatomist. After this 
ceremony was concluded, the figure was paraded through 
the principal streets, borne aloft on men's shoulders, with 
a placard on the back. A countless host of men, women, 
and children, accompanied* the procession to Dr. Knox's 
house in Newington, where the effigy was Burked and 
torn to pieces, and the windows of the house broken. 
The mob then attempted to do the same at Surgeons' Square, 
but were prevented by the police, and dispersed, after tra- 
versing several streets, and breaking a number of panes in 
the College windows, &c, 

A gentleman who rode up to Dr. Knox's house, with the 
view of undergoing^ a surgical operation, was mistaken for 
him, ai^d had nearly suflfered from the violence of the 
crowd. 

We have already exceeded the lirait^ that we had pre- 
scribed, and still have not been able to touch upon the im- 
portant subject of the best means for supplying the anato-> 
mical theatres with bodies for dissection, and we cannot now 
enter upon it. It is admitted by all enlightened people, 
that subjects must and will be procured, and that severe 
legislative enactments only tend to increase the difficulty, 
and enhance the price. The recent proceedings present a 
fearful illustration of this opinion ; but out of evil, if pro- 
perly considered, good may be extracted ; and these trans^ 
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actions will, indeed^ have failed in their efFt^ct, should some 
plan not be devised which, while it saves the feelings of 
relatives from outrage, may prevent a recurrence of such 
frightful scenes. 



FINIS. 
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The foUowing correspondence has taken place between the publisher 

aggriea^ bu\t^pa89ag^^ iti. Jlp»/et Mx^mf^-. ^/Ifiiemmt, caataimd an 
Noi6k. JL&th&biset'wayit^ffim^Ilir.M'ijkiSii^ 
letters entire, .1 

:^diijibvrgh, 7^ FiMthrjfy 1 82^. ^; throve Street: - 
^rk.— *>llfr. Wifiiam Sv^anstoit spirit-dealer bk %)ie Csjionga^^ feel^ hiv^- 
self much aggrieved by the unwarrantable falsishood uh^er whi^' he i$ re- 
presented in the sixth number, page 1!36, in the account w^iidi you cboei(e 
to publish of the West Port MurdSl^x 

Mr. Swanstoh knowing the statement to be entirely false, must necessari- 
ly thfnk,^ that in associating his name in such a manner with the late 
^ftrsetched Burico, and Bingliug 3nm oat rndiyiduatty in thii way, m«ult have . 
lieen done with a malicious intention of doing ah Injury, not only to his 
chavaoter, hut) tabis tmde. ¥ou most have been awave wlien y^u pobllsli- 
4ed thit account,- that every person ki fidinburgb would have shuddei^d at 
th«. yf^ry thoughts ^ having, however innoiDently, escohanged words with 
i&irkoin Ms life- time ; but what mmt hare been your feeling when you have 
ireprttsented Mr* Swanston as his coBUpanion at live o'clock in the mormng, 
wid given it again to the public as tr^th. You Were bound as a publi^er, 
in justice tof every ii)dividuaiv to< have inquired into the truth or falsehood 
-of the atatementy and to have asked peranission to publish it, supposing thd 
statement to h^e been oorroet : becsuse, whether true &f fidse, miifili ha^ 
been a great annoyance to aoy person possessed of ai;y degi«e of moral feel 
iHg. 

Mr. Swanston ha» diarefoire Instructed me to indtitutetan Mtioaolda^ 
mages against you, itor^ reparation for the injury which he must sustain in 
his own feelings and in his business, aa weU Jis in ihe eye of the public, who 
must have an inveterate girudgv at him, and ooi»ieqcien«ly bcmst sh^n hhu 
in all civil intercourse, resulting from such fals^, injurious, malicious and 
calumnious statement, represiehted by you as an *' authentic and faithful 
histoiry*' published by you t^v your lucre.'^l am, Siir, your most obedient 
wrvanj^ 

(Signed) JQB^ JOHNSON. 

Book^eUei: and Publi^r, 57* South 3H4ge ^^U 



Siii^«^In edbseijnenoe of jaut haaring taken no notice of my ledber to ybti 
of the 7th instant, on the subject of your late libelkni8<|»iblicatioii4)*-Mr. 
SwAi&vton, J presume you mean justify the fact. I have therefore to 
intimate to you that the case will be forthwith put iottf ft bhiqM of a sum- 
mons of damage^ against you.»-J am, Sir, yoiur mObtobedieBi sevtnn&t* ' 

(Signed) JOHN JOHNSON. 

Mr. Thohas iBELAKii, Jun. 
Puhli«l^eir ai^d BfokneU^, ^%^ South Bridge Street. 



. > . MMmrgKy»l,^SmtmBfi^ilttM, 
F4brmr9 n»l9i9, I 

Sir,— .1 have to apdogise to you for xwt uisweKir^ m^mBt jjrour, Jefteriof 
^ ^ik,^ime>^t QomplMnii^ ^ tkst XioUm tal^caB; of Miv SiihmitOBi hi the 
Trial 4tf Bui;!^ at pretent pu^li9hkLg:hy «ie. 

Il^ 9nf^«r t«> it, and :^««r rdecond of yetierdft|r, I haye to state, that I am 
▼ery sorry that Mr. Swanston should feel at j^ Siyared by Ivhat. hka (been 
said of him, and though my information aa to wl«t ii ftialfd'of . him Was 
from the best authority,* stil} I would not wish in the smallest degree, even 

« The ttatemantTegardfaigllK.^atlstMf^a^ girenby Janet Browo/who i«as along with 
Mary Patenon. 
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by impliCHtioti,^ to injure "his fi^elfo^»^'&ii^iiiuNM)C6nc%v^ t^uOlbd TCudy 
'to ktert in tlve'gbape of a note, (a ^number «bottt 40 be puUkbeA, any 
atkteniai^t yim and be tday.wiili.to m^, audi jfe«t«DMfit.iiofe to be intfano 
sistent with what is due to myself in such a matter. ..j v . ^ 

Vour threat of damages is too fanciful to require from me any serious 
answ^v^ I am. Sir, your very obedient servant, 

(Signed). ' THOMAS IKJEH-AN^iJu^ 
. To JoHK Jouksok, Esq.* 
4, Grove Street, Edinburgh. 



, Siii,'-^ am.fiivorad with your letter of, this date. in. answer to mj 
letters of the 7th and iOth inst. And in answer toit Jhave^ inform 
.you that the summons of v damages to which I formerly ^Ibftded is now .in. 

the press with the intention of being served upon you to-morrow. I shall, 
jhovrever, this moment ^end for .Mr. Swaoeston and sfa^w him your latter ; 
'hut I conceive that- although it is very, proper to. put a note in any neir 
.edition wblic^ you may throw off to the puiport you. mentioo, still it will 
,not be a white washer, oi the' injury .which the previous publication iias 
lalceBdy done. With 'i^gvd to the .aetioaof damages, I can assure, you 
(that the notion of it did .not originate witkhim^elf^ but. with his aequaint- 
«noe% who jirst jead the pubHofttion, and pointad^ out thebinjnrious tenden*- 
tyJfiS. it..laat Sfttiitd^y,, sehbn I fir^t i wrote - you^ on .the subject. He feit 
the effects of it before this, but he did not know a reason then to which he 
.«0uU atlHbtttera *. I am,: Sir, your^ost obedient; eervant, 
I.: . (Signed) JOiiiN JOHNSON.. : 

V ;Mr« Thomas Jrelaitd, JuB,. . 

1 Bookseller and Pubtisher^ 37, South ^ridge^ Edinburgh. ... t 



. JBdinburgk, mh Fa. 1829. • 

Sir,—. With reference to my letter to you last night, I have now to iii- 
form you that I have^ince sOen Mr. Swanston," to whom I read your let- 
ter of the 11th inst., and h^ desires- me -to say, that as yoti proper no de- 
finite pidlinoile of the injury which he hiss sustained, of which -yiyu seem to 
think lightly, he has no farther observation to make, because, were ho to 
make any specific proposition, it would be inconsistent with the view 
wJiii^'you take' of tti& Jnatt^^and therefore it is quite clear that the par. 

;ties(QOuld not meet each other to the xmutual ^tisliction. i am^ i^;-ybur 
most obediftnt servant, . : > . V> 

. ! (Signed) JOHN JOHNSON. - 

' . TftOMAS'lRXULNS, Jun. Esq. - 
BoQkseUer^ 57, South Bridgoy E^dinbnrgh, 



' Edmhurgk, l^A *%fr. is«9i ' 
Sir, — I think it very unnecessary to return any particular reply to your 
two last letters. 

.'Since yvm-Wifi iMk<bondieseend'.to^say what would satisfy Mr. Swanstou, 
1 shall publish- in 'the fort^icoming number of the work, your first letter of 
the 7th,'^an4tny Answer of thai ItlW' J ' ' ^ — •• - 

'If yoUiwish any ihifn^ further inserted, yoU'«an:'let meki^^in tbie 
course of to-morrow forenoon. I ani^.Sir, your^very obtsdient'servhnt,* * 
J (Signed) i THOMV^S IR£:f«ANDv Jim* 

I To J^tfjr' Jo|f2isoir, EiH|.: ^ .. i >• -v-.tr 

4, Orove Street, Edtnbnrgh. ; ; ,f. . i. : 

i < . : '- : .; : • -a. ..rt-, :, 'i 1 :;.'n:: .-.■; 

, • . i • A word here not legiWe in original. . ... -^ m ' 



^a^ 



. ' •■■■\: 






PFTURN TO the circulation desk of any 

or to the 
NORTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FAO^^^ 

Bidg 400, Richmond Field Station 
university of California 
Richmond, CA94804-469S 



C510) 642-6753 ^^rged by bringing 

1 -year loans may do ret-i ^^ y 
books to NRLF . ^^ade 4 

Renewals and recharges may be m 
days prior to due date. 




12,000 (n/t?5) 



